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In the Choctaw und. Cfel«Jca**w on izenah ip Oaurtj f i t t i n g at 

••tttfe KaJ*e«t« r , 1 MM 0mt f* l r e s t r i c t iff ' He Indian Ter r i 

to ry , in the Choctaw nat ion, '"-larch Term, 1004. 

§, P. Middle, at a l . , 

Appellants, 

vs . . 108. 

Choctaw ghiekaaaw "Tat ions f 

§Oip e l l ees . 

0-?FTTO¥, by tOOTBt Associate jud^e. 

fj I i s fram the United s t a t e s court of the 

Central D i s t r i c t of the Indian Ter r i to ry . I t comes h®re und&r 

the provisions of the Act Bf July l f 1^02. 

The appel lants were denied admission by the 'scion 

N the r , ive c iv i l i z ed Tribes and took an appeal to the Qtoitei 

g Court for tl ' n t r a l .District of I ' -dian Ter r i to ry , 

where they were § ran ted enro I l l t l U K j of the Choata* 

nat ion, the report of the r a s t e r in Chancery, whoever he was, 

en which that Jaijpiant was based, not having oven been signed, 

as appears, from the typewrit ten paper filer; i.-, th» r-eord. 

The judrrient therein being set aside hy t h i s Court, in what i s 

called, the Piddle or t e s t s u i t , they are now her i al as 

above set forth* 

The record, evidence consis ts of ax-parte a f f idav i t s 

ta | deposi t ions on a t r i a l te novo in the Court below in 

.1897, and are therefore incompetent evidence here; feat there 

are some features- connected w'.th one of them, and statements 

in o the r s , which require gang ftOtii . 



ft, P. "Persy was one of the persons who deposed for 

these p a r t i e s , and he has bean shown before t h i s Court to have 

been an a f f idavi t ^&ker$ for WKH9 other p a r t i e s in other cases 

of the same nature as t h i s , and to be u t t e r l y unworthy of 

be l i e f . The bad f a i th of the claimants i s thus shown in p r e 

sent i- Li nan ' s sworn statement, to bo l s t e r up their claim, 

I have examiri'. i whole oral evidence given before 

us in open Court, air! looking at tha t m l the record, I can 

perceive p l a in ly , that at the inception of t h i s claim, the 

p a r t i e s el l ' Hi do now claim., that t h e i r Orand f a t h e r ' s name 

was Jach Middle, as they say a half breed Choctaw Indian from 

somewhere in the State of Mississippi about the Tombigbee River, 

Witf to the Indian Terr i tory about 1833, and that t h e i r 

fa ther I on Biddle, h i s son, l e f t his f a the r , and went off 

to ?Torth Carolina, where he married a white wor.ian, m i then 

moved to >rcrth Eastern Alabama, where he was a blacksmith on 

". §& Out ••hnrnt&in u n t i l 1661 ^h®n he w&a k i l l e d , I tf 

wife mid some Of h i s chi ldren moved to Texas, lived, and. married 

there ; had children born tc them, and about or a f t . .'>6, 

removed to the Indian Ter r i to ry with a view to —lrlflf claim, 

which they did, to Choctaw c i t i z e n s h i p . 

In the a f f idav i t s or i e -.cwtioas f i l ed here , they 

have attempted, by hearsay evidence, and neighborhood t a lk , to 

prove tha t t h e i r fa ther was l quar ter breed GfhOfttW Indian, 

l l v "or .many years a f t e r h i s fti 1*4 emigration fror. Miss

i s s i p p i and vorth Carolina, in ITorth Eastern Alabama, in what 

was once the old $m*k TTation, hut Ich they have lanf; 

•migrated,. 

There is but l i t t l e doubt that Hampton Kiddie was not 

a fu l l blooded white rnan, but of what h i s blood consisted i s not 

es tab l i shed , by proper or r e l i a b l e testimony. He may have had 



rherokec blond, as he was, when any wi tnesses f i r s t knew him, 

l oca t ed In "u>rth '"''astern Alabama where the Cherokeee f i r s t 

l i v e d , and nea r I - a r t of I d Cherokee n a t i o n , or be 

Pi been p a r t Creek I n d i a n . 

The alio:-- I l i - a l e in t h e o r i g i n a l c la im, to show 

ft t h e f a t h e r of Is was the son of a Jack Riddle , 

a ha l f breed Ml Todouai HM moved f Ettdlft) T e r r i t o r y 

In 1633, fro,-. X i s a l s s i p p l f or fro;:.: sumpter ooonty, Alabama, and 

died M f l | .and who i s proved by Kim ?;dmonds» h i s i a n r h t e r , to 

be h e r fa the r* f a i t e f f o r t ,-rove.- a l a r © f o r t ' r s . Edmonds, 

.-st r e s p e c t a b l e "ladle: C ixo i ror.otaw and whi t e 

blood of the Choctaw oration, a dan e n t e r of the Jack Kiddle who 

was a Choctaw Ind ian , 5 pttf with tf bleed through h i s 

f a t h e r Jack kiddle a wh.i en, shows f -'His b i b l e of 

h a r f a t h e r Jack Kiddle and f r f e her i n d i s p u t a b l e ev idence , 

it the a l l e g e d f a t h e r of Hampton JU.nl.dIe hart no such c h i l d , 

"or t ou ld H ve been t h e Jack Riddle 

t hese peoolo c l a i n under , fo r a >e peo

p l e c l a i o I . o r Ja- - ft ha l f breed 

Indian* | , MftOndi was born in fcha choc taw 7*ation f 

h e r f a t h e r and g.ran df a t her having cone to r r l t o t y 

about X9U or 183S, h e r evidence if c l e a r that, a people 

f hidrs, I never even approached h e r to 

• l a i n such r e l a t i o n s h i p or to see:- • a s s i s t a n c e of he r or 

/•other, who t e s t i f J fore a s , fti • s tablotshing any 

claim to r e l a t i . --nship or c i t i z e n s h i p . 

The whole case , o o n - i d e r a t i o n a l l t he 

f a c t s , i n d i c a t e s to wm t h a t these p e o p l e , n fac t 

t h a t t h e i r f a t h e r m . \ had some I' I, came In to t h e 

Indian T e r r i t o r y , Most sf them probably from I h e i r own ev idence , 

a f t e r 1596; t h a t **M of them knew a mannamed Biddle down about 

http://JU.nl.dIe
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of an,/ of evert p r suas lvo evidence Hi t ! la record , t o 
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T f o r t e a r nt on cor y l ex ion "f t he whol® 

case f ro . n d f iv^idpcint , or in t he way of severe condem

n a t i o n aa I efcAods employed i in t) e f for ts t o 

ob t a in t "d unA :.r-*;*erty of otr-eiTH flM fHfti in the 

record o4>c -VutJcu ' ly f o r thonsoive»« i 
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In t5:e mm%m ChUk^mzt Ci .. Gmr%M Bitting 8 t South 

lcAl*-nfc;r, | « Beatna Metr ic t c;f the : J 

reb Ten . id op. 
errv,.:,i*y 

8* I , ? ic 'd le f et < i . f 

r x i • p ,p% 

Ho. 10?. 

•?••" 4 v» <0 

on ft r f3 p 11 

.' m t he &«» p i r*i 

n, 

fc, II? 
t fa is ctniee oomixsg 

•m heretofore RU> i itee 

3 premi««s9 doth find p. : ., a plain 

I». A. R i d d l e , Pva R idd le , Marvin R i d d l e , Floy Middle, F l o r a 

R idd l e , &ftt t i d d l y D» S. R idd le , Wi l l i e £. Riddle or Pt,i, P . 

R idd le , Jenny B« Hiddle or J lie - P . d c , r t h a i d d l e , Claud D. 

R idd l e , Joe T. Riddle or l e e Riddle , J . P. Kiddie , J 'osie 

K i l l i a n or J o s i e d i d d l e , KR R, E i d a l e , Kose t t a Gardner or Kose t ta 

ili -die, Nancy d i d d l e and R u s s e l l R idd le , Are no t e n t i t l e d t o t># 

deemed or dec l a red c i t i a e n s ef t he Choc t a* Hat ion , or t o en-

r o l l n e n t as such, or t o any r i g h t * WP a t ever f le tHag t h e r e f r©ttj 

! i t h e Court doth f u r t h e r f i n d t h a t i t has no j u r i s d i c t i o n Gver 

t h e p e t i t i o n e r s Jenny Kidd le , Jenny G. KidPle , Rudy P i d d l e , 

T i n s i e R idd l e , P a l l a c e Id . 'd ie , d o r i a n Kind le , Jenny middle , 

Grovar Riddle ana S. B* Ridd le J r . 

IP IB THE - C I ( KBED, ADJUDGED ARD D C . tB t h a t the 

p e t i t i o n of t h e p l a i n t i i ' f s ~h* A. B idd le , B?a r a d d l e , i ia rv in 

R i d d l e , .Ploy R i d d l e , I l o r a R i d d l e , Len Hidd le , 25* S, R idd le , 

W i l l i e P . Riddle or to. P . R idd l e , Jenny 3 . Riddle or J e n n i e 

(1) 



Riddle, Martha Riddle, Claud D. Riddle, Joe T. Riddle or Joe 

Riddle, J. T. Riddle, Josie Killian or Josie Riddle, M. P. 

Riddle, Rosetta Gardner or Rosetta Riddle, Nancy Riddle and 

Russell Riddle, he denied and that they he declared not citizens 

of the Choctaw Nation, and not entitled to enrollment as such 

citizens, and not entitled to any rights whatever flowing 

therefrom; and as to the petitioners Jenny Riddle, Jenny G. 

s/ Riddle, Rudy Riddle, Tinsie Riddle, Wallace Riddle, Marian 

Riddle, Jenny Riddle, Grover Riddle and S. B. Riddle Jr., the 

Court having no jurisdiction, their petition is dismissed* 

Chief Judge. 

Associate Judge. 

Associate Judge. 



%.* »hO Hi SU -̂/.; M /̂TT? 

- jr.r 

i j \ Cor;: 

f V 

witness caused* 

i ritncsB cnllfti by t ie Dtiffainiils, tein/2; duly 
.̂'otrn, tes t i f ied na follows; 

» .: *ii in y ur f i l l M i l 

or t: , \.i vHx* 

- ;,\cr© io you live? 

- Rlte&oil , 

- HOT: old .ore you? 

- 63. 

- ::evv -ere you relate 1 to **rr: % .VfocrHs, rho n r jurt one the 

- r e l i e r:i?l-f r of mine, 

• Bill dfttfcf 

;- e] a trad ike a^re of your ftitliert 

- Mm 11 Hie . 

• ?B he sof.'K-liî et! c*illt?-i by any other nai^n? 

• ; .^rrctirrcn called Jack, 

- ;.j;or'c w^ hi born? 

- Ix; liir^ifnr,ii}')if 1 reckon, i H i born here. 

- 1 . cuiT^tt* to th i s country ::itli tlue Ifltlinii* when tfaay 

c-i: ret 

- Yes, sir* 

41 . 



rre did he die"; 

the; ,pl"»cc v\i*re i l ivo . 

Ho Crors er,%siu%li<m. 

"r. C>n:irl 
Lo e-.U attention to U;c f*!ct thni there i s an 

t of tJfJMnj f i led la thin $a£i nr4 «e a®S| 

rntlosa to the t e n t i ^ n y in the I wy * E&wy CM e md 

:i 1/, ;Iev't;)n ®&$6, inpes&shissg him, 

ri 9-r n • viM) l i v t t in fcxrug 

ho *?culi throw g$N lL:ht ou t ; i s 9$i§* but uuleng she 

•irrivcn here ioiny, 111 conriier the ense closed. 

(42, 



(*~ '.; <:X relat ion i s Bfclph hidi le to you? 

' . - Then you i.-*.ve no information m to the brother^ xA children 

,r;h>tVr John Art* tarff 

U* ouly *h ^ I h**vo giiftia out hrre , 

v« You loi i ' t know whether aay of tfeM remained bnsV there o r not 

*.- •;'. » a i r . 

•" t* *ou knu*" thai the record shows that your father *m born 

in L809* 

. Qt* 4i - it John Biddlt bis }pxnxid£*tther cane out to th is 

iry to r thcr with his fnmi)j; your father "id $rnndU 

f'-tVx-T crti--e out to thin country in IS3? v i l b t V 'ihoctawa. 

A,- ft*! « i r . 

Qt* RMI vere born after t i n t tim in the Choctaw Nation? 

in the Caoct^w W$Mm here? 

A.- Kt«| s i r . 

• • • • • • 
Ju h : i ; 

you claiu. tiiat these «ro the sona ptopltf 

|fr« &rLtnc.<; 
S* r : i i # 

Mr.Cornieh; 
! t* four r-iirifather esse out to thie country also m you under 

ct^id i t f 

4#* ^li i i4l> 

: ' .- 8h&i *;o,s the bl lol of your fj%npXaihrr John hi-vile? 

!« • I lcn:;v; «fa*t £,y father r , i i i ha was# 

Qf* i&i wn your ^ndf^hh^r , n, ?}&l* mm or m Indian* 
,A,- % l-i;i ft Y i i t e £WL 

. - .i»*t mm tho m^e of his wife? 

4..* Zatie* 

at, 



4»* 

"t children l i i he h-tre by her? Seni'lc-p your father? 

Ifj f-rtHr'n brothers *ini r.irterr? 

A.-

€ 

1 

I** 

*fll-'xr, Joe, Fusnft, Molli€# 

EJ j$nr gfcaiercerst in bbstt your ;^mid£nllx*r mm ft wiite 

., m i bad trie children, which you now na-e t by his *lf§ 

E r t i t t 

f t t i sit* 

You tr;df«in*rlin:»* i s that nil of the members of Uia f ia i ly 

r t#i togc t:;er? 

, djr4 

M you nay understanding t/*tt n*iy fiscwber of the foully 

.ninti b%ok there? 

! 0̂1 t'h\ 

i t vns your va(icrctfii*dii^ nt a l l the people of the Fcidrll® 

i l y cnivrnied too ther? 

1 oa $ i ;.*ur f t ih i l "* brothers m l sister** ::&rry; what 

brc-:r erf f i l l ! I I 

He died? 

• r*f 

? ku3lyti l ie, Ofa cot aw l%ti. % 

Did !:e Li-Tjr/f 

^en, rdr t | full blcol Ohoct«F Ir.3i«n, 

„*xxj of his iwwtrtd-utg l iv i i i ; L. the Natiau »OT$ 

Uom out Mi wife th&i i know ®t$ 

«.},€T€ did Joe Al#f 

,. I l l ipfe ;/ ;u i f ArartL. Chettle (or Oieetle) if riot a 

HA- of jour mole Joe¥ 

Yea, s i r . 



&,« Mo, fur, 

v .- kcfer to the record <eid st*te the fourth wife of your 

-her? 

/u- Sus^n PtMkltgr* 

C. • hm- li I he marry her? 

I,* 10E0. 

Q«« ui i he have my children by her? 

A,- Itoi eir# 

Q«- DI! your father have another i4fe? 

fcf« Kit! »ir , 

C - -hat Wi harrin^.e? 

I ,* Tlihi ird« 

Q*« thm "Ui hi i/narry her# 

A.- Irin r ~ I t i s hm hero I think, iinrried her in 

irk?i&§&§« 

C,,- Dii he h*ve my ollLIreii If hi* l*ua safe? 

Qf« '..fc«it l iv i | doflccr»iii*tfr i re there of your father; what other 

l i n ^ , ; children has your father? 

A*- None hui If mvi ivy brother? 

C.~ Wb/A i' tone? 

A,- Geor y , 

C»- Then youraelf m;d your deiC^iid^jits airi your brother deoriTp 

•uid hin tetMdbmtii ar« the only l iv ing Aeeorndonts of your 

futtatfl 
A.- My sfist-T has children, 

O - ;.h/»i i s their $ti£i§? 

A,- Car«&. 

•'•.- Only one? 

35# 



I** T!mn there ara only three l iv ing children of your father? 

A#- fhe i« dea-i; her ahi l l la l iv ing . 

t;.--.iro-* : irorrlf., I will ask you i f you know a iran by the nam® 

Of S #i;#t;iTilc: 

A,- Stei *dr# 

:„,- Kuow J#TJdHle/? 

&** No, sir* 

, - Knor D.f. : : i l i le? 

I** *ei!f s i r . 

' . - I s i l l ir,k you i f you know nn Indian family, which moved 

Lito tM$ country r?or»r; noven or e i$ : t years npp *Jid elaiised 

to HNodants of v;-,c iti idle fuallft 

l»* Mo, iftr* 

, .- ii-avc tr.ey ovetf talked to yju about the mlationohip of the 

: H l c ftartlft 

| # « Mo, s i r , m v w saw aay of then or hear! of them until 

recently, 

C r o s e E x a m i n a t i o n ! 
Ifr# MePherren; 

;,- You tta&t your father *m bom in 1009? 

A.~ H is there, 

">•- John Id Hi© born born the first iny of January 180$? 

A.- *8Si lir« 

. - . hen w r e you bo rat 

*** 1833. 

M "ore you born out her© in the Choctaw Nation? 

I ,* CfSg s i r , 

•t w*s your ^iii<]>i< cr fg ri«/i«': 

At« J>l«n Fd Plf , 

•. »« Kow sway children -lid your *ptti-Ifather have? 

36 



A, 

L 

q 

I knor four, 

N'iuc them, 

John hi MI®, Joe, '*illirun, t i;ur^a» MICIJOT, SD1UC, 

in that %1: tfa§ children he h*i? 

Yes, s i r , 

i^ve you r»aij imal;/ ncord <>.« to thee:? 

lb , s i r , 1 hi.ye not . 

That ia a l l ili^ children your j^nndffcthcr, vlMMM nmae 

J^ok Hiiile had? 

^ ? , , ? ir t they a l l csi,Tated to the QhMtM «atiui t o o t h e r . 

LI I j at 'Tnn If i to? JOIJT* hi Id e co.« out her©? 
xea, ;*ir, he died here. 

Of ocurne, ysu vert u.vt jor/* then! 

«o, ~,ir, 

F i t i of hio children cane fltfc Ma, out here? 

X#«.v d r . 

d 1B i l l you hcrri of? 

*§»i elf* 

you kner whether or not any of hi s chi l l ren did not §4M 

here'; 

Ho, fdr t i never beard «8iythin3 about tha t , 

II I t roc *i tm% thnt 8KM&S of Joh:i FiiIllo\q .^iniahiLirai 

U I n^t umm out hsmf 

I don't kmm. 

You wmm henrd any talk about i t ? 

No, s i r , u t t e r hearl l ford *\b?ut i t , 

- You toii't know rmythh: ~ about i t . M No, r i r , 

* You nev-r heurd of ?mj of the o i .Hr^n tMt re re de.id? 

- Mo, s i r . 

- f#u .i€v*r heird naaoh W k *ihvtit that? 

- }fa, n i r . 

3?, 



Q.- ILu just knew those t?,*t o^a? 

| t * T;nt. in all* 

Q** Kid you f y-r hc-r their, t-^lk ttotft any th*t you ion ' t know? 

fc*« fclr* 

(,#~ 3j I 700 r.vrr have occasion to talk n t h tn^m about the 

tailyf 
A,- & , r i r # 

r.#. --c. jour father1 * nna* was Johi* Kid tie m i your ^nudf&ther1 

n̂ riD W&a Jolm Kiddle? 

: . - liiVi 1 -Hi your rgr^nlfathor John Riddle die? 

t4« 1 io..*t re:;nt;;i;i>r; 1 #ii*t rer^rnber, that i s too far b&okt 

'';.- tim not y6W p e n f a t h e r mr r i ed twice? 

|"t« I ttitafc r.ot, 

Q#* that in your irjforoaiion $& UMA| 'ttd you ever talk to him 

ikent i t* 

A*- I Kc • via not mnrrioi twioe« 

Q## ile vig imrrlod only once? 

l#* Hi§, s i r , 

;#~ Did you ê < r te«r fain states bo« enny children be had had 

nlm-Jy? 

A,** i «>-i*t ra:eu*b r , k I mm entail* 
r : .- Hô f nwiy f d l ' l e f«utiUoB *P0 there in th is country? 

&4« If 'd'lter'tt ml mf brother** f^diie®. 

5#* I to ask you, l i the fnznily the only Riddle family in 

your Yin feiltif I t i t the only Iddile tmAlf in the Chea ts 

Nfttinnf 

A#- Ho,*?ir. 

Q«- Do you biow any others who %r© citiftons? 

. \ - He. f i r . 

: \ ; . 



. - Jmk or John Riddle's? 

A.* lf$t| ftir. 

. - i will i£.A you i f the entries which nre TA-1? in that bok* 

"ith rnfarenae to hir oirth ond tin births of the children 

\n i of rfiirria^joe; were these entries milt in M i ow haad 

writing? 

At- ¥®s» idr» 

..„*- How die! you ecra into m^mmion of tho Bible? 

A»- -hen father died he p f i i t to me# 

Q#~ Pince his ie i th the 3iole hie beer* in your oommniottf 

A.- Yea, d r . 

...- i t&ll oiric you to er*zai:ie ih%t Bible rod Btato to the Court 

nfoat i t shows m to the dkte of Ms birth* 

l## Bom on the First ie$r of J«pMff 1809, 

Q.~ Now gt i ie to the C0urt when h$ v~.z rmrxied, to M B f i r s t 

Bife, mi who ib* *&• us nhowi by the entry in that Bible* 

A«- John Riddle married ?vo Tulaom SStfe of January 1330, in 

Arihuir., friuptcr Ca^ty* 

QJ*« HOT/ O H VIM your father at the d-*te he married I t i Pul&om, 

*icct)rU;i\s to t h i s . 

A»- Twenty or twenty one yenrn, 

U - Ho?' mmy children did he l m e by his f i rn t wife? ' 

At* Kif4 

3** By hia f i r s t wife? 

A, - *#t , @i r# 

Qt* ..hnt fig the nw» of hip ot1*«?t child. 

A,* rus«sn, 

8** His oldest child fey his f i r s t «tf#t 

:...- Aenf csir# 

; #- ;:ren was Supfiri born? 

Mr# HcPherren; 
i object to th is tmtimony for th# rmmn thitt they have 

32 



phom by their own mitnesi that Ibis John Riddle cou3d m% 

bift been the John Fid-lie, t e s t i f i ed ?uout by the appli-

enntr. h thie c«.re. Xhla Jotaa ui'Mle v<v3 bom in 1909f 

while the t#ttia§ggr of the applicants Bhor% thnt the i r 

father was bora in 1314. ihtj k>vte ffdied to identify the i r 

John Rid lie rnth the father of these people, 

Mr. Oornieh; 

I r*tber in t ic ipi t i - i that m objection of th%t kind 

TO till be male. 

. - % question i s *s to the ir^e of your father*n f l t t t child 

r::A nhen r.ke 9m born, aceoriiiiF to tn.it book* 

A.- tern December 16, ia31 t at Point ^ l e w w t . 

".- ,.;.ere do you Uuder«Wid that bir th to have occurred? 

#- On the road. 

Q#* Do you uni^rnt^rl that birth to have occurred on the road 

to tilts Nation, -fixn 1 e end Ration w r̂ being made? 

A,~ Teg, s i r . 

. . - »'.hnt i s the seooivi chil i? 

A*- iar i lm JVne# 

$* «her, were you born? 

A,- 28th of October 183?. 

Q»« Bom in th is country? 

It* P#f| s i r , 

'.•- l i h is next child nhom m th&tf 

A.- XSM« l i f t 

! . - "Vbtt M i th i l l 

A,- £tr«h Ann. hHdl t f third d«ur£:ter of John hidil© barn 21st 

featember 1635. 

*~ hen mm the ne&i e l l Id bom. 

'• *-%hr j?re t , fourth diUTtcr of JoJin Kiddle t born Oth, October 

1837« 
33 
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11 

- 'ftien was the 210tt ehiH bom? 

-•Andrew John, f i rs t ".on of John Eiddle, born 10,Get. 1839.• 

- is * ondtretand y>u, «*!1 of the children born before thai 

??are daughters'.*' 

- Tee, s i r . 

- That is your father* g f i rs t mn% bote October 11, 1839? 

- Yes, s i r . 

i t mm four father's next child by Eve? 

- Gaor^s 7*# 25th of October Iu41, 

» l i i understand, you have now mentioned all of jour father's 

chili en iy hie fliwfc wifeV 

- Tap, rir* by Ef -other. 

- Thir» Seergi i , i§ iv-w lifi.ig in the Territory? 

~ *M4 sir# 

fer UD the record Kid state to the Court the second 

wife of your father; her nine ml w\W the irArrii.;^ occurred? 

- Brilllne Oheetcl, WKS/SEtSfJlSSBtt 

- Old hi tare children Dy Ms seooivl Hfe? 
„,, 1 « M |»4 »» 

""" V'•"'•;•• <| (iJki . 

- Vou nnj j'ifit mac t,rjs«j from jour L.owlelp of theafl 

• Fil^«, Henr/, ;li^,L>etht fdlHarc, 4^ryt fete, 71im* 

- ftsoei "*cr© ehiVh-e** by Kir? sic00 id i t f t t 

- i<-.-, - i r . 

* A/iy of them l iv ing 
*" -•'••' 1 s:"*> * .. 

- ; • Jer to the record mid state to the C^urt, the children 

by hli third wife. 
* I *?B Ifrwcoa, a wMtc vewft* 

• , egg did he anrry her* 

- Oid be have my children by her? 

>. *-i 



Civilized Tribes J 

!<»-• ^t «mn ne^r~— 

,.<• rT*y Ion- m i th i s application male to Council before you 

.-le ^rmttoatioii to the Courisaicn to the Five CiviUsed 

Tribes? 

A.- Two or throe yenrs. 
1U93 

":.- - i yoM gtadi qpplie&tittD to Coui.oil in faSS.or 9CY 

%- ftta, gir, I suppose so. 

JU'lX AVr,;-; 
? ,* I understood you to e*y th«,t your father rsud g o d f a t h e r lef t 

Lteissip d about 1833? 

.* i ^ n i ) - s i t tt££| i -bn*t fo$vv 

i • betb L#fk about the M 0 time? 

u - I nu."mne so. 

Q,« Your -r-n-lfathor cn?;.e here ind your father went to tfortfa 

i t« ^eti i-ir; t oy In I trouble in sjome rsy* 

U* Bra Ion - -111 J«© sitay in north C«iroUn*i? 

** i km*t know. 

!•• -iny of ! bildrtn bom t ta r t f 

fct* ^ t i | s i r . 1 think *.o# 

g - Ikr* rnagfi 

l#* I Ic tH tot4 

( . . p^;c you wag iic% bat; lo i^ he lived in iiorth ..^rtri;;*? 

L*« <"-bf ;:ir; to h i I ten children: I don't rooo.Ucct i&er* they 

were burn. 

at ^mio U'i b§ live in North Cnroliiifi.* 

..- I cmrot t e l l you. 

3#* l i your i^ther dead? 

: #~ t'es, s i r , 

,« BPW 1OX.£ has she bee:, dcVtf 

2a. 



t 

f" • 

1 

i 4 

. 

. 

i \ 

i 

i f ! IbH 

* >b, nir* 

in 1071, 

a gr©W m«n « ta i she died? 

• 8 1 v^rc you? 

,- 1 VSi r.o^eyii.cre auout 16 or 1G ye^rs ol I# 

- fen never 

- ;iO% nirt 

i«. j • yfef 

- I .; J0.ie 

,• fan fe*r* 

,- to, ' l r . 

1 

- hcFird your mother say what place dhe c o e 

*t>t l e t t e r s froi;. rcl -Uvea b-ic 

i lid* bat • i !mlro 

no i i -m'-Vrv i*. ri:rtjj rfeli • », 

.itnr*r* etcur-ed. 

t ill m bsm* 

—o— 

tbtitf 

i 

"•r.n o"«u5C 

froaff 

f m f 

DO 

Mr. Ubruinh; 
i t m 

30* 

;M '.inrio^r fir $iois n the aUe^vtions 

I t i ffs b fort tl-e '%roo Coisvisnio:. m:l % i t a l 

>urt oui t:.e t e s t i i ^ i y tN)c*u thoro w l the testiraariy 

•••» ttbftt tl;ey eHUtt lenocnt from JMta or Jgftk Hid-

l ie , ssfeo wma a Choct-irc Iaiioxi of rcao-r^v /»?n in the 

a l l Ohootnv Action i . • U /* l ne »r the ^ a ^ i uif iifeer ml who 

--AuojatM to t ias oonntry vith the Ghdottitf Liunus* $i 

I "ve ore -e.it in the (hurt n inu"! i r r of John or J«*k Kil

t ie , -VJ w*p> one of the HDft pro^ir-cnt i:vii"?n$ In th i s 

Country, md re utife to tn'.e lier tt\<?tkony« 

Jur'u;ir. Jai*«i l.l-iijx*iat 
^ wit lulled V i:») DflfsiiKrts, ueiu./ iuly ^vorn test* 
if in* as follow*! 
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&r. Gomiahj 

Q#- '#*at i^ your Mtf t 

- Present MJH in Martha J%ie h-tonieu 

* Vtbere io you l ife? 

- gna« 3oir County, on C"ney# 

* How t i l l rce you? 

- ?0# 

- You nre % Choctaw Indian by blood? 

- % 8 f sir* 

- ;.htt was the nmse of your father? 

- John Bidllo t or Jack they called him. 

@r« Wit your father bom* Mrs* .vitearidg? 

- In &ln&«M, 

- Vihit par t of Al&Wna? 

- In C u t t e r Qoonty. 

- B u t i i in the old Ghtafa* Nation? 

* xep f s i r , where he cuae from* 

- hen did your father ro.tiove from that country to t h i s 

country? 

- In 133-:f 1 think. 

- 1 v.in f̂tjr y0Uf i f y0u removed from the o i l Choct-w Nation 

io the n6T/ Ci*oct*i,w Nation *t tra t iea the Xnii*w emigrated 

here? 

A.* No, a i r . 

. - I in did yoiir father die? 

..*- In 1561! or 63, 1 dLcsreira^bor; i t was faring the #ar. 
» 

C - i will ask yoa to ©xntraiî e ind state to the Court wh&t th is 
hook i e f-f/ich you now hold in your htti&f 

A.- i t i s ft Bible* 

%** hat i s th© history of th«t Bible? 

i # - i t tug nsyfathor'o Bible* 
31* 
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i?<*y h?t» lm$ "ae l i t e i In ^fieinsipoiV 

Not s i r . 

Iny he l e f t Mis«iB£iit»pi? 

Hot, ioat# Yes* air* 

• the iirliaas l e f t tbtana, 

- 'four futfceff 

- vcf:t a i r , 

- i rar father l e f t j&aeieeigpi at the t iu* the Iirii««m 

left there? 

- Yet* -fir. 

u y;nr wmg tLatV 

- i b , / l ;iiiow e w r t l y the year; tibdat l»X<3f 

i wn,e your father &>rn« 

- I bbi il * wi3 b-ru, i io;i*t knor tne exjvjt in te f but I 

y ltd in loK t se t i l l 13 i rejjC3.bor, i w-»l«i not be pos

itive* 

Q*« Then taH /,e left there •u/sut 1633V 

A.- 1 li - L ' I keep viy bA#§« 

Q.#*» ':.\ at i s I / correctY 

A.- I rmnone i t in so:uothii\^ ne?ur i t* 

Ju-i B Foote; 

i.,*- !«1 you fw*\t 'T^.r your f-<thf«r «ny where J-e learned the 

hi ncf^U":: %m M 

A.- Mo, <sir» 1 veter he^rc! hitf e*jy; he leirneS i t thoQHb after 

I lef t 'corile, -^..#wl ere ti Ibrft C*?ro1i''•**, I t?u:>ppoae# 

i *e$l 1 not be pafit ire* becaire I don't know. 
Mr# Cornish; 

it l i l he e*V 4 to wh, he left "dseieslgyftf 
' . ~ r 11, v; 1 o -le fe l l oat i,, ge&i tf<ay or other, 

Q»- He w*m 13 i^ajra o i l ru;i b$ an i M B peefle fe l l oat *url 

2§, 



il-ey ^cat west with the Indians mi he mnt to ihrth Care* 

Umf 
A*- iVtt ie ici.l 1 wi: t«w,t*{ 1 don*t kn:>w whether h® want 

r i ..t **t that him or ?:oi; bi ?i-l not ;ive JS iaqy pir* 

ticul^orn about i t* 

m fat 'Ud not -;Uo you many part iculars about i t ? 

. , i i r , ni* 2 i t i i .-.nr' to rer'^rn&cr. 

I -id M R father was Job.u or J&ckt 

"{.ft l ivnl nr^r tL© io;,, 3 i r . i c Iuv*er? 

to thin country *>iih the iiiii«tti* i£*n they ami grated 

r-
- *« s f lar. 

he any the noa» of hi a mother #xs? 

A, 

C 
i 
A : 

you v.^u-e to itate the g£wi ttWI of Ms ootfawr? 

3 i i *n Im mm a boy, 

Li V.© contention of the fatrrdly *i to whether gtai W|§ 

v* 1 Ii or • ' U v-»Ti.an. 

I i . e eht: ie i ir i i in: 1 NVtf be*r4 him «*y, 

,;iiy so yo a '-r-y &is&! 

1 :h t*t k ow# 

ihc. you ao,u't k«or rheiher she was an Iiidi*m or not? 

§0t car. 

9 or* you c a w t r̂ utroose anything abottt i t ? 

1 -u*r:o,:e nob , 

ibus l i i yoa f i ra t $et into the Choctaw Nation bar*? 

1 bard -bra- t:;.e date* 

t into VAC JIBOI-IW i^t ion hero? 

.,, ,.<i' $*a] ri y a m a P* 

2Vt 



• ** 

**• # 

H • * 

Q • ~ 

m # ** 

•• • 

« i | "* 

m * * * 

A , -

H# * 

fi • *• 

{$ •* 

lt* 

"1- * "* 

""#*"*" 

*'-•' • ** 

i 
11 • ** 

A « -

'•», * ~ 

A * 
'•V. # 

' 1 • ** 

ft . 

1 -

*&M'H. 

fcfcOR© ?"Uce did you firrct n»v<* on« 

EblDfa Bi"Hle%. 

Kr,t? Ion,r i i i you live there? 

fovarVl y t n t i 
r . i i jou pny rent? 

•#ii $ir# 

Did jou «ji<i Doloh Btdila V»U about your kin Tolkn'i 

r< 1 i t oat nrefcty ihorou-Hy t \* t ycu *rcre l;in 

rolkel 

So, s i r , myr.r fivurcl i t out, 

) . ftft r <"': p t 1) " -iLtei r-itli !>:«1nh I 1 llr did 

fm fi'1 . &i hip c! ii rf 

hittA B t|d M lil* for •• M *§»il 

Ton t*-r.:r4. to hitf' t tout beinfv a mtneosf 

C never 11 !, 
: to Jttf i | lidli 07 ' r V-rr? 

jw$ ll<fc*1 1 • t o e r - r l Jen: e f i B l e in tfat 

ctnr Nation mi i l i f?r* ip.^tln s* p . 

1 ,-ji]. r«i"'t* n$plt cation • •'< Jilt 

."-. ! ( s i t , ' ':nl i t in; mnrnv® i t IMC ir;t 

." it ,*ltncr**.on i i i you b«r« before Council? 

fbm. 

] :T loaf ^f l rr yo« ;pt toc|ttai&tcd rati Dolpl lUiitc l id you 

Htnd your *-vUcitiow to uou^cll. 
i 

Wfani yo yr • i t-

I fouH r " btr ttoB fait* 

Bow lon-i before you mplieA to the Coxsdaaiw to tho fiv© 



\. 

* • -

Q.-

! A . -

1** 

1 f • ** 

•.#**' 

«S •• ** 

| j l » -

A*-

M * ** 

• ;'•'•• * 

':,. • ** 

/ 1 '. * ""* 

< * • ** 

' ' V * ""* 

(•• 

-̂  

residence in liLssifieippi or North Orolina, , other than 

• b%?e nlreriy stataH 

Yes ( f i r . 

'Witness ezouaad. 

« « 0 * a K 

Df g, fiLddlo, 

gffiMfe, tes t i f ied as follow* 

• in your none? 

Dt, v i l l l e , 

. ' yvxr a f ? 

M$o, '- 1 r r i tor^ , 

Are you m iMAIoni for enroll&ent as * c i t izen in th is cas© 

xert, iur# 

..h^t in your i>jf&ly history or t r i l i t i on m to t > resiianc© 

or "olace of birth imA mm of your -r^irlfnther? 

In Mi^sir-^i^'.u. 

it wm his noi.e? 

Jack or John; thai is what 1 w-.c tf&i^it by my father and 

ry j^tfcar. 

»F J<*hn *&s&f 

M e . 

'c Uvf> w* l i e in riliaoiasiird. 

aej:ti on ^i th tmm • 

•bant did he live? 

ifiLnniF.ciTni, Ghocfw Nation* 
Y;i.',rre "|[.^ >_0 H^f 



\.~ I mp-wn® m i ied in the Choctaw lotion h®r®% in t h i s 

Chacta* Nation, 

§#* XI its prevent Choctaw Nation? 

It* tm* f i r , 

Jud;/jo &!*Kis; 
Q#~ Your gnwdfathrr iied hereV 
| t « ?«*f i l r i that i s m informtion from my father md matter, 

Mr, ^oi^herr^ j 
C.~ ,/:: -;. U I he loav« iiiraintsiT>.">i? 
| , » ' m time the I n l i n e l e f t ; I think he moved with 

fc .0 l^Iian?, 

Q.- | ;c **g jour father bontf 

| # • '".:.-1 •* ai nr?i, Choottfi Niti on • 

Q«* «nvc to this country? 

. At* fci c^ r* 

l i i he .HO to tfNi be lef t Hr.einslppiY 

/ . - Si • t to North Carolina T*hen b© l i f t Miffnipsi^i? 

"t wnn your infor^-liv. •" to t,fhe.! hi l e f t Uizvirri-pni, 

J «y U J. ,, „, . v,' * # , 

/ , - I t I at t1,-c time the Iniiar?s nrvei fron there; tha t i s 

uj information, 

•' . - .n rro '114 your father *-o wh^n ^e le f t ^^-pir^iT^i? 

I t* 'Vo Mirth ->roHnaj t h i t wa* ny InfoYmtioa* 

C r o s s I i i s i a a t i o u , 

ulr, tarnish; 

•" "'Uh to i .t'T.-ior.e tl;f vifiial ohjrotion to a l l that part 

of 1 i testimony of th i s *ttnef«s, rfVia- w.'** to establish 

* ;- fsK'ts by i$y$f hear say, ixcept prli^re® and family re* 

latiooaMfl i t mir,;:o^r --vvtftntion that r:uc!i evi toice i s 
i t o.-i^ioetent for that purpose; and part icularly in i t not 
nosBctoiit to prove any specific fact* 



C r o• t s B i % ffi i n a t i o n. 

Mr, Co mi 

A 

25, 

ere rrcif? you born? 

- - ere in Alabmrar 

- in Cherokee Gov «ty; Cherokee County nowj Ds Knlb County thin. 

- 'vat yenr Tcr© you bo nit 

• 1855. 

- fmt father died in *%t jmr*i 

• 1561, 

- - ~t yf ^r l id you move to Texas? 

- In 1071. 

- Let as sea wlmt these gifite^euts* ^re tha t you i l l from 
worth C^rolin*?, 

j>;ar ujoiher; you §if they lived io fctekwor* befora they 
live.1 in Alabama, whore 9is I t they lived in North Ckro* 

U M | 

| f « I tMKBMit t e l l you, 

Qt« -hen J i i Rhe say they went to North Carolina, 

A.- I cannot toll you, 

Q.- IIoi" Ion j lid he l ive in i s r t h !.vr)liriR? 

A,- I cm/iot t e l l you j he m r i i e d there? 

,~ .,'iere lid ho &sf he -sent frou in jbiiaoisgipoii where did 

h® l ive In ^iofissipoi? 

A,- Zoimmmm on the Trabigbie hiver. 

Qc* VL'i he *ty in #*at county? 

A,- Ho, s i r , 

'...- Cay whn/t coraunity? 

fct« Mo, s i r . 

' . - bQf what tof-m h© lived asar? 

A«- Mo* s i r . 



' . - I think four or five years. 

Q#- Lid you ^my hi« r tot t 

**•* **••' | a l l * 

;;.»- a you ^TMU^I to the GomcAasion in 18M 

»* a I thin to tiie United £t*»ie* Court? l&d w r c i M t t d in 

k*. 6 -or** «\1wittM. i^ *'/• % g m i l n® 1 rr. r.<^cr, 

.„.- You w,*r. i-e only fsit-b-r ©1 thi* f'wily i; a vn3 l iving here 

U* yoo i ". f^d ly i:&$ 

•• * * < FS $ - M M # 

Q#* i,? e. i ~. your nif & 

\~ 3®&®p CHrlry.'r'r 'Hurijiter* 

. . - You o^ai; ga iritcrnnrriol d ' t i n r ^ 

A.- Ho , s i r . 

, • :; u ®*t*? ar te nny efltlB to t in Owa Ootufimim m m in tor-

m r r i oi oi t i &m$ 

A.*- Bo, rdr, TO *w*re rnn.rriM. in Taxis* 

' >* p n Mtqr fiMltom i i i you h'ive l i f t • \ \ i your «orolioption 

f i M in U96t 

Jud'3© Footr; 

f* I tir/krrfUnl | M ^CTB >?nrriH in fmatt 

Ht« T®i, r l r . 

**»"* 

|»* I £* 3® ill you -.-ere nwxisd in Tame? 



%- We veiA over there nnd w©rn unrried at B^mhara. 

Mr. Conu^i; 

\ V awibtini of the Hi 111 e Pwdly ^ere l iving here 

in 1906, rtjte . the *-, ie^iian torn f i led with the ttaPH 

Ckx&î aiQB* 

A.~ Toui, 

A** ^..'.. .i'HlOt i.A.Hiddle, ;:,u*iiddl© ivid myself* 

. - Do JV/J ,x m to say---• 

h~ 3 I t • •/ *^a kv'SQ iii 1896| i t noost -to rr.e i t t i g in 

t t cy o m here; I tldnk i t W&B in 1897, 

«- _ j y .-T;ro acre i a 18h/t 

! t * Sffi , rii% 

B«*-i Li lo'JC; on t/*e 10th. day of JuiiC loV6, wero they 

iifii & e, the oth*r . t;:;Lern of i re fnrdly; they m i 

' i v i : ': fcxn,n at fe&t tine* 

are no I able to make a positive estates at #x>ut 

A - Ha, *i*% 

- Be ym taow Jenac . d i i l c f ."iio 11 von out t a t t of he rot 

- ho j r i i \ 

- ©1] , .you >lh" ! . tftk i i s Cteotw hidile family about 

bei 11 h>r you; 

• i a t , y , sir* 

* i I you UXI ld1 

I <« 

- ftH . I to be a witness for yoitt 

- . .. temm i f ho kno^ miytlu^.^ 

- l:o tih;c I te Ji§|M M'.lilcV 

• i fe&ft tow* 

2U 



iir. Joil^rren; 
Q«- fotoi t t d iM taal you ( j « in ld96; who did you r**n by th^Y 

- /:;/,-the beys, 

at bay«tf 

mot to lt)97> 
f . ft 

- 14 fa* fc vc lip, f.T.ily *dth hl-i 

- Yen , slf\ 

- You qndi 'V*. ••;••;? foully ww here t(n cr t r lvc yrnn* H *tf 

»l , ~ir. 

- ffe " 1<JWI i;t t i i r , country t / a r tii*o€i 

- Yft » " i r , 

- In the %ii (i'/iuk- ationaS 

- T«0| sir* 

- L*A« tf S B»B« i * Mi f^i'lly ĉ .y*o hwi la 1897! 

- r«g4 sir* ft W»11 Hi I m-;,p»t'rjcr in lc9?. 

Ju-V^ 

Mr., Corni 

- -*ou gtgt I t)m& year f*\t)fc>r ^ i v l in !-loru> Carolina f do 

yoi ". a t -/".oeft 

- !vo % n&r * I don' t# 

• Lort • '11 I he l l f i there* 

- J fen't tatf i 

8 • ,.-,.*r ;/uLhor; / »airriH. tor r th Cainolini 

- I fen*i knQV4 

ghl 
• '» ^re unar.^c * eiul< r from your father*** nt^tor.rntc 

cr *\:// %t:rr " " na t ion , to \ iv r --iij information of l i s 



0 . * »V*ere did you ;~p tlwui 

To El l i s County. 

Did you ;>«,v Inoi thftftft 

YLc children ^ m t lo the rxiolic Babo.Kr 

i don*t know, i lon ' t r*3'.BmLier. 

tag U4 you l ive in LIIXH GountyY 

Jfegg - e l l an 1 rr;.e?-er five or silt yeirfi. 

''•iierc lid you p then*; 

To t) e Ci.ucbiP ^r Si*M®tl| 

sphere did you l ive f l r t t y&*r in the Qilokafriw Nation? 

Ui ,aui Oroek* 

b : what ye-x W'-s V/vt? 

> i*t rti X:*SLCT datdWa 

•r,y yi-nrr t0>1 

- Y 0u . At yout y.^r .elT, v*>.,t to t i e Ghtakt .ition? 

.-, 

17 

Q« 

At 

j a s t me nnd try brother. 

rw; '-.s i0€ 11 < you liv* r ? 

I»oeLaak*n« 

. ;, h* a ai t i t an] 

Ye?, s i r . 
?>i 1 you rc*it InjadV 

*es, s i r . 

Pty rent? 

Tee » s i r . 

where did you live the neftt year? 

Oakland! 



I** 

k m 

A. 

DM you pay routt 

Yes t f4r* 

«r«re Hi you live the next yc?«â  

Cta M l p%$&*% 

How lohP did you lift cm 8»oia*B placet 

Four or five jmm* 

I m4 fS;r few or five years* you liyfld an l«nd awied by 

?4„ f;«nH, « eitig&n of the Choctaw Kailon m& p £ l him 

?ogs »ir# 

ihm where did you *p? 
f'o th^ CMntw Motion* 

Bn4 ltft>u-:J*t you up to wrat yBm^i 

[ Hn*t know* 

tttm did you l ife the f i r s t y**r in tho Choct««r Matlonl 

Thm here below CM-io? 

Dolph BMtto'fti 

A> he * aitisen of the ChocW* Matlont 

T«Rt sir* 

In he a r©0o rdsed citisan8; 

T#t» t l r . 

7)id you ront laadt 

YES, tir* 

Bid yon my rwtf 
i n 



',/• 
t s i r . 

:>~ '-•;, claim to bo kin to hir# 

;\.- Taa, s i r , I I I t over with kiart 

' . .- V u ucsdanstoc I that you vera of t i * ®®m blood *s DoWh 

m«* 1ft • | ;dr\ n© Invo talked some about i t . 

, • Em \Vr you kin t. ttllpl'l riVlcY 

/,.- I b&*t ta&w. 

.„:.- *ter you 1< OTM I tb'it you vero n Vvo* d in &CN rny to 

1 ;;, Si ' III , • y;v you tLe i l ea thnt ycu iJL^;t become 

n ctitd. jen, dl to't i t . 

I** Mo, n r . 

t s'urr . a c l li e i le.<i 

, c i r , streii jt-;̂ v;M i t f»o;x» of c-iurae. 

. ' / - f t^r thai tlsn JOT tilwi *\ tiUidl 

or I'.xvr y© i n after. 

9 or thr /u r; ,̂;e to the Ghoci-v* Nation 

. n,or-.HLntci r l tL Bolrl tlAUii, you f i cloiir'f 

T; • i i * rat of t i faca it two or tlsree years 

... it you C'u.-a to tine BbDOttt* Nation aai rented lnnd of 

• Ri&l* airil fi JJUW 1 ; - *t y a r"cro kiu t-? %nxn% 

y,„ ril^d ao la i i* ' , 

A.- ft ! ilf% t nett led. 

•vr? t 

\#- 3f aour̂ M 1 I i U K i W * t | but • • at**? &4 r t that 

fcfcttlfcd. 

"..- DM , yon p t onto Dor.)]. T i tr>efn p"Kce ix; about *« or «94. 

A.- i r** ll Oil i t vr-vrV. 

CU- Bw Inn * IS ' you live 0:1 r;i» ?lacel 

19, 



#- llov ol'i '"ere you MM your f-itlvr Kod? 

/,.- I wn« about Hirer, gf fo-Jr, or f.lvef 1 <„teift raumhex, 

0. - Are you an a ^ ' l i c ^ i for citiscufihip i a t l i s e*iee? 

ft** Ten, e i r . 

(',- ..* *\t In linn Tribe do you elal';, to belong to? 

A»~ diootaw Tribe. 

Q.~ How much Indian Blood do you slaisa? 

A.- uao ci T.tfo. 

Q«« Do you ??««i i 11.at t h r o a t your mother or t h r o u ^ your father? 

!*• .bxou.i: iry f i tke r . 

••,- /.bit r* -̂ yowr fit* or1** f i t te r*a . i r a t Is your -^wifa t i e r ' s , 

mm* 
A,- Jack or John Alible, eo I wns t%»a-^t, I don*t know anything 

n.bout i t , only r ; \t I w i to ld . 

. - .litre lid he live? 

'..- Xii i idspis^iwi. 

. - Imt jptrt of ^asisr ipniV 

|a«* I don*t know, 

Q.~ fiiiat is yoar f^d ly luntoiy, or t radi t ion, m to v&iere he 

reni >:d in t in It&ti of a&arieeirri? 

J r . Cbrriah; 

! |#0t to any tct-tiho:iy, vydah ofttabHfjhea or toads to 

•fttftblin] , rnyr r ^ ' . l f l " ." i.ot uy rx >r trcj, our chiton tion i i 

tk i t i t in oo-'..pete t to gMft b> hear n y evil* ace oaly 

i r fid "• 11 r< Ltttid . J I i t i s not c- at 

to ; 'rove x:; np-cifio fact , txovpt fnxdlj relationship mid 

pi Li.rec, 

A.- I lm f t i.:ow ifiat county he lived in ; told UP that i.x &&?•£ 

tfm ^ n i c s i ^ i ; t. i t i s a l l 1 blow; ti.at a® ooved froia 
14, 



Mississippi to North Carolina tm& moved ftx>R ifop.m to 

Alabama, 

:,~ Yo\xr father, or your gr«mdf*tfaert 

A.- i,jy f a the r* 

Mr, MoPlicrmi; 

( . - i m in2d:'i.;you nn to your ^*viifath(»r? 

\ - 1 ion ' t ICTOW ar.ytidu": about tha t , 

i* el l* mi to f ^ r jOtherY 

A,- H at ttst my father 1 w-n ta lk inr aeaut; i dk>n*t rero«ffiber 

, ttttih ^bnnt what wnrs R*»H *$bmt <n*mWntlw"\ 

*~ »l l f b /on t̂ fflHriNf iH to bt teg tnu '^ t nnytlu^ : about 

an lo «iboth©r or not, he ever lef t uimimirimi t l a t i s your 

fgrwicLf itlier" 

A,- ifo, f i r , 1 ioft't reisemder, 

- fm !^re t i e yoaii pat om of the boysY 

- ft§< gUr< I toii*t re.'^wber. 

• m you ,*i Wirrltd imr.? 

- Yi , • a \ 

- Y w l i f t i s *i eitisen* i t afr&Y 

- Yest s i r . 

* You "v«'6 Urn only c^/oer uf /oar f*uaily that i s «m i^olicfiut 

ix; I; i s eanoY 

JU* VorM s i r . 

C r o s e I X a m i n a t i o n . 

Mr, Cbn**nh; 

JU* J»TJttdOt« 
. - here vora you bor̂ Y 

15 
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A, 

16 
A»-

,V;At xvuiy In A1*IV*;H?& 

Cherokee (buivty* 

that ye*\r mm you ben*.' 

l i >.tf 5 p i f t y a i a c . 

&3 on 'li i > -tii- f *\t:.er -lie*; 

\.,nut I66I1 

'ih© tm&ly continued to live tlmm unt i l *h*t year? 

tfkil ^ 7 1 , 1 thilik. 

And then reuovei to th© State of fex&atf 

Yes, sir* 

".here i l l you laud iu 1'exaaV 

Lmmr County* 

flow Ion-; did you Itff in LniuAr uyju*Vf'r 

i l l , we I U ' d i/jtjro, I i i DreaeriibfT ;.or m&$ yera's, 

Dii you hay \m\ there? 

Mo, rdr, 

';i 1 not (ma "^w.i Li tbe St&i# >f ;.M, ^.r; at nil*. 

Mo, §jjr« 

IIo^ o*' I »-ere you VAMNEI you §j»t to !V«x»ui'i 

If I r*-r:irrnbrr l i i it , i via alon.^, about t#li or eleven years 

oiaf 

I!ov did you a l l mke a l i v i n g 

F w w i . 

!"arl you rent Innd? 

Ye« » cur, 

r% r m d 

Yea* sir* 

You lived several years in taMg* Gouixty, renting land from 

|$$r to year*? 

Yes i sir* 



Q< 

A , 

L 

•i. 

4*~ 

S U ~ 

a« 
;u~ 

*her« ha M i born? 

Ho, air* 

..or ttMirf his father Wm bom? 

Worn did lie #> to Ifortii C?$roliua, aooorliii.-;; to taLe statecBnt 

01 h i s t 

i don't ki*w w.ieii he $©nt there. 

You have itttetf a l l that yoa ami nbout udtat he said about 

w^it, lmfe you? 

Yest s i r . 

You rere bom ri.$,t there iu C; erokee County, ware you? 

, rdr, 

Hmt if \#:,er© yoa fijrftt saw th is iMftl 

Y*§« rdr, 

Stent ^aa in the Cherokee InM 

f#®# rdr. 

You hrier also tlmt the dree*: Nation w<ie north of you, up 

in the southern part of leuue^see aui the extra r» northern 

m r t of Goorin.? 

Ycr., i r , 

H in UKJ 04*ly pl*we you ever J:nev t t d i f-iwily *m in a part 

ef t in ooontry t h i l ^-LS uri, 'L^lly intrude! in tte« old 

rohee ifitioul 

f#§4 j u r . 

'liiert vera m% ouy Choanal ^ i h u i e there, w?re there? 

J o t wr.ere, 

'..ere there any kirrl of laliaa* there? 

Jfc\ sdr« not tj-*en, t b t j h«t& al l Meted out before that? 

m ^is % blockerith? 

11, 



A.- Yes, fdr. 

' « - He varied liJre nr*ylioly else? 

' » - Y e * ! • ! * « 

. - • ore did Ym Urn, iu the country or in a l i t t l e temt 

k*~ G st on the i.toui^in. 
r;#~ Di 1 be hmm % nho? up ttemf 
1 ,* Ycr, t nir„ 

«~ l i ha own Seetff 

,\.- fbiv etff# 

> - Ibv m tM 

A.- Forty mm®* 

.« Did La feitt mm %alon# idth ids ifabff 

A*- i think ha firBed a l i t t l e , 

•;:.• He voted in gtnte elections *uid oxsrciscd the r i ^ t s and 

pr iv i lege of a <dti«en of the ttefte of Alab^n, 3i«ii*t feet 

A.~ i ttunocm© lid -lid* 

\ — H I be my wbara he livM in Horth CfcrolijiaY 

A.- K6t s i r . 

%» Am you a oMmrit for dLUtsenehip; fa you stein to b@ an 

Iniimi 

A.- Mo, s i r , 

;i#~ You cnrae out fro;-. H^gee to testify in this ease? 

! • • fcii elaff 

Mr. MoPherrou; 

t #- You know Mother Ihunt n I'll '.le e?er voted or self 

l»* I :ionft know whether be ttenttfcei or not. 

, • You feeet whether ho mm mtr % oitijsen of the State of 

Alukemf 
A#~ I Hoo*? he lived tbere* 

*« But you don't know vhettor 3 : i n g i eitissten of the Stat© or 

11 



BOAT 

A.- lh, s i r , I b§t*$* 

$itmepn excused. 

J /Z/ . i -Hle, 

A vdtneno oal le i on bob®!! of the Plnintiffa, 

bei/i? 4nly sworn, lep.tifieii m fo l low; 

Mr« 'IQAIPTTOUI 

- i ot ig your rarra? 

- J . , t fiddle. 

- ',.!nt LB JOMT iglf 

- Forty five if I l ive to JN» 23rd, 

- ..here do yon l l to f 

A*- Bokoldto, 

- BokciJ-to whoreV 

A.- Qbw»4 v nation. 

Q.~ UMT. ioii/5 Lave you res ide! in the CfeoetiH Jhfci,;u# 

- 1 hftve ut'cn i.erc uQ^;i ton yearrw 

@re ioro #ou born? 

- i Mi ooni in ;\ln̂ *-\riH* 

- i&O 'WHB jour father? 

A.- ri<VwOUii Lid l i e . 

- ib&t Wfis your mother's name, 

- Honey rdddleT 

- Yen, r i r . 

:"»- hat UtOO 'iid y-^ur father* H*urr?tou i 'dHle, belong to? 

A,- v7hyt nether clairnrsi he belonged to the Choct/av ;Hco, 

13 



J U * 

Q. 

* * • 

* • * 

fm f i r s t knew hiui in *bout 18&U? 

Ten, ni r , 

t 1B r i tit? 

fee* jvir* 

.;xre U 1 you nov*» fror^ i.ito thai country? 

1 lived in that country therej w^s b-vrn and raise! th*re« 

Yc« °ot ' i c w i n t c t 7i th hi^ -*bout that time? 

8#* . . l e t « fii'il out jufst wu«it i t m s he Mid about irihert 

*ie l i f t I before that M w ( You my you 1mm hir. in 1650 

-nd he Ur.i ibenl W6lj i« that r l * t f 

ftt.« s i r . 

How el I Tore you in lC5vj when *ere you bora? 

1 cannot t e l l you, 

lou 0au 7ct- c l . i t xt to i t , 

i p .-lu1. si ity i^o jmr$ »1 1 now, 

Li Li 1905, tV.en you were bora la 1644, t i n t in i i # r t ? 

You vera bora ai&ty t^o jnirn &•«>•' Xhon you wire six yenrn 
1 at l a ' t i l * y^j f i ra t , :>t n&^u&aitg I r i t h hisy 

£ r* ier,, d r , 1 toff hir ij unti l 1 wsa ei^itevi; y i r s old? 

I s~ You ve»e about c i ' ^ t years ->1 J when you f i r s t enw thin 

mill m i be lived elcyea ytwri after th&t tiuie? 

A*- MN|| sir* 

3 f * Ho* f*f l id fm U?e from him? 

1^- About hnlf a mile. 

Q> I bm i l l you f i r t t u )> about «— when H i you f i f i i hmx 

Hr;i talk %bout wbrre he onH from oal mA&T wirt circum-

&t-rioeg; ju«*t wj:ere w»s be $»4i *here 4<ere you? 

B« 



a 

m * 

*% 4 

A , 

*i i 

, 

H i 

§ i 

'-. < 

l.j 

1 

,- ilong jaal about when I «m fifteen or n r tee i i yearn old t 

* tj:e^** ?as he ^irl rhem rere you when that conversation 

vocur. H ) 

^ ,v big h^u €. 

k* to il«« was present? 

- ..obody knft . 'is f v d l y . 

»« B®* 113 the conversation * tar t . 

»- I t J&§t p i t'3 t^llu,,..:,; aoout i t . 

,~ 'b'VJt hi? L.U*!n B l w l . 

>- That ic H§t what I -sa talking about; Hfeiri did be l ive? 

• di<! t in conversation «** to where be h»d l ivel before 

i aaitse to Al&batm; Did y;»u aok the question? 

».* I h^ve ^ ird hiss e-y h.cre Le cvi.e irorr.. 

»- 1 bio% but Acre w«s th i s coi^er^ation hndf viLat did he 

my nh' fim% i i i you say? Tint i s uhat I ?Tantt :.hat was 

f i rp i 3"i 11 

,- 8o, -ui**fer. 

>- Sat ha/e you to a ay to that? 

,~ Jp$i hcari teat an! talked tiboafe i t # 

, - The o 11 1 a-iy* 

>~ Then i t wag not the ©M *»n at a l l? 

,~ flu o i l mm l i i too? 

»• *hat 4L-I the ol.i um\ say? 

>~ Ju- t 'JOI'I '.here hi ®M§ from, 

^ Stalling i*®l f 

>~ Us, boys. 

,- h»mt boyn? 

»- 1 aaiii'iat t e l l . 



;#~ .*int boys now, you §if us boy^f but you are tumble to say 

wh?it boys* i s that true? &h*tt do you mean to esy, when you 

Mj re w-.;i t e l l i ng us boys? 

-e l l , thon# you are unable to at«*te *hat boys? *M1, what 

' l id lie say? 

A,- He juft j n i ho car© from j&niusidppi «n>1 Korth J^roU/ii. 

'J €*1 i hiVO hcifd f « t / T ? V I t , 

, - ffH i n untb<e to et*tte mho wis t>re«teA*t nt the t l ^ or 

juct I &t bi : u l it t:;0 t i .<? i;o wis Join;; thin Uf* ki;irf? 

A,- Ho, r i r t I annuot state t ha t . 

Q*» ai-t i i i he say ss to ihore lie e^x tmm in ;ii?^i^nippi? 

<\f- He 414a 1 1 »ay« 

i- hat i i i he p'*y <»? to ?hen he le f t attirrdssimi? 

4 t - Ju£t r u i he ?oft Mi?.?dsai>r/)i « i i vent to North Carolina 

mi li-orrir:?. 

Q«- V„l;-t Ul he sny ar to v.hcn he lef t ;&flsi»*drrd? 
f,,~ Ih fe*t say, 

v:#- «h<vt u i l he say *»p to where he lived i:. il^eisfiipplf 

A.- M'hi*t say. 

; , - feat lid he s*ty -\a to who hir. father M i l 

';.,* Didn't f&g anything about h i t father, 

.,,- Bt l i i » ' t 3ay hi M i hom in Mi^sinniD'U'r 

. .- wh<it i l l he say s.bout J i r,;d a n r r u ? 

A.- hidu1- ;ny he "^r M >rn tivere, 

{)*• Did he i i f Le Wig Lorn Ltt tot.e other gt*te? 

Q«« Qi§® you have no information, even by way of hear say, as to 

lo 



A 

!,'•• *ec, -sir* 

- 'Jo or* 

- S^,rtis* I&lesum* kernel, 

- ir LcdLcl livi;.-

- .hen l i i you l ^ t ftf Lead elf 

- This fjorninr, Duas&s, 

- ir Dutr̂ r: living? 

- bid 'Vunior 

• ; r r i>.nw *rv! l amer l i v i n g 

• Yes* s i r , 

- .>hen i i i you W t doe thai;? 

- Thin rooming 

- They <ir«» ^policnntc in th i s oaee, ussifetyf 

- Ye-, s i r , 

- ere there «y*y mm of t].*?r*tf 

- fr^re Mg not nay ncrc b@yn kfent I kr.ow of* 

• tey tflfaf 

• iea, t i r* 

- Qm you ii%!B tlc.n'r 

- ^en, s i r , 

- Nsio» them, 

- Tisha, Loxiiit, itattlftf Allia, 

at raoe, i f you know, ' l i i Hawpton Riddle claim to be? 

Br« ffcrnieh; 
If the Court pleine "e object to that nmn the $r$$gsi 

t \ * t i t | g incompetent a$ bitttg the reflection of a hear 

piy *t»te!r«ntt *vii ms beiup: tol reflection of self eerviug 

lecl i ra t ions , bec-iurre whiles faptoa RioHle If not § pnrty, 
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the;.- le are olmladug throuah Mm* 

Judge IMi'I 

Proceed,subject to the objection. 

Mr. •'McHierreni 

' .- .:;i%t r*0# did ha elftia to belong to, if you know, 

A*- Cl*>ct<\w. 

Q.- Did he clalr.. lo be Indi^ft? 

fc»* fii claimed to be about one fourth, I think* 

:>• Qui fourth Ctowt«r? 

$.- Yess, eir . 

Q-~ What mo* *£§ ha re/Tirdod *a belonging to by the people 

m$&& whom be lived there on Look Out ipuattta In Alabazna? 

Mr. Cornish; 

The Nations object for the reason thai it is not com

petent to orove racial status in that m*nsner. 

Mr. MoPherren; 

($^ Answer the question. 

A.- > U # all the old people living there a*sid he bad Indian 

Blood in him. 

, - lb you Mfcwfeir htg pOBMttl! aspe-* ranee? 

A.- Hi was • dart complected felloe, 

. - Describe his as near as you eta t 

. - Black beaded, dirk eyes, hi^fi cheek bones. 

Q.- How did ME appearance compare with the appearand of the 

Choctaw Indians. 

',.- AAe fw>red tr.em rlgjht cmrt to m» 

.Q.- Did you ev*r see any Choctaw Indium in that country? 

A«£ Mover seen none there; seen soaae siid they had Choctar 

Blood in them. 
6. 



C#~'DH he look like he had ChocVw Blood in him? 

At~ Yee, •$!% 

v.- Did you grfe acquainted with Eaitipton Kiddle when he f l fe t 

OjK»i to Look Out gMfititlii or did he domo before you did? 

A t- | b come before we did* 

Q.- i4€ VM there when you ea&ef 

A*- Yc:;;, s i r . 

, - Yoa ioxiH know whin be cw»? 

A,- Mo, rar# 

(Jf- Did he die there? 

I t* Yes, s i r . 

. - How long did b is fatally live there, i f you know, af ter his 

%*.* fb died in Jd61; I think— 1 cannot t e l l - * think i t has been 

-/Dout th i r ty three or th i r ty four years sinoe hi® firmly 

le f t there? 

#~ Do you tetf» AnytUng about where they etttfe Then they lef t 

there; have you any kntftftdp as to ifetf* they went? 

| # * Mo, i i r # they said they MM aping west. 

lf* After they lef t there, vfctfQ m s the f i r s t time you saw themt 

I?* Nr.ver jjeen tjiem unti l here About | week a^p# 

G r e e t E x a m i n a t i o n , 

Mr# (fcrrurh; 

. - You say they eaue into that country about 16611 

A*- Mo', BIT, 

Q,~ You ov» in there about ISA? 

A.- Mo, sir* 

.;,- ..hat lid you eay about 1861? 

A^ &dd the old MB <fied then, 



TOUM lik® to use them, 

Jud*ge Ad<i£$; 
It may noceaaitite th© other l i d i &eking for a » » time 

but p on, we want a l l the lirriit on the facts possible. 

John Whittle, 

1 witness called by the Plaint iff§, bains; duly sworn, 
t f t t t l f l ta ae follows; 

Mr. Mcl^erren, 

Q.- *»hat i s Jfc«r immt 

A.- John Whittle, 

8#* «hat is your |g*f 

A,- Sixty t**t 

•;.- I m r i do you live? 

4#* De Kalb County, llrilgWU 

Q.- flow Itng have you lived in DiKftlb County, Alab&om. 

A.- I w«=>is raided there in that County **nd Cherokee County; 

Been there ever since* 

C.- £here re re you born? 

A.- Cherokee County, 

Qt« i l r iaptf 

A.,- Ye$t a i r . 

C - Did you know a man by the naw of Hampton .Riddle that 

Uftd in that Country? 

A*- * t i | s i r . 

C- nprt did to live? 
ft** Hi lived on Look Out Mountain, in Cherokee County. 

:.;.« In what §t*t#t 

t • - Alnbuaa* 

i 



Qt« fthat Wf$j& fail ocrapation, if you know? -^ 

A.- He run a bl^skpnith ahop ft**4 wood thop» 

".- jln'hen did you f i r s t knor fatal 

l f* well, 1 g>t acquainted with Mm when I «*i a emill boy 

about nine or ten years o l i t tot knowed Mrs up uj,,til 1861. 

C - I l l l i haw ling 4M you know luw prior to 1661; before 1881 f 

in other tordts what ye^ur, or about vfoat year did you to« 

oorae acquainted with him? 

A,- 1 m ibeut ten yMg£ old# nine or ten. 

p* Ton stated that before, but 1 wanted to know about what 

yt«ar i t wm< 

A,- Altttg about 1850, as near as 1 can $ve i t* 

,- that W«fl your infora&tion M to where ggnpton Riddle oan* 

from? 

Hr« (bmiflhj 

H of course object to that; that of coarse would be hear 

B^y. The question is *lfai* U hi§ iufonsatioii. * 

Judge JMhatl 

<J*# "£o you know where hi §e«e frtftf 

A** i know where he eaid ho MM from, 

Mr# Cornish; 
Our Objection would rrnly to that, 

;jr» Lie Phtnrtni 
I think i t i s compete/at to show tlmt he stated and 

Wm fMfttFtlljT reputed to have come from north Carolina, 

Oeor^a, or TlBntlJte, or Ittssieeitmi, or where e?er else 

ha p i t out if hMlttg coiae from, 

Jvdm Adasse; 
Let i t 01 in, subject to the objection and we will see what 

there is in i t # 
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2fi% ^oPherren; • 

Q,~ tfa*k Uti your information U to where ftopton Riddle •«*» 

from to Look Out Mountain, 

A#- I heard h i* say he oome fror;; ttfilMltyl to North Caro

l ina and he married there M&d then c%ue to Look Out 

Mountain. 

Q.~ In Alabaoa? 

| t + %NK rdr, 

Q,- Then your infonoation was he went from Mifaissit>^i to 

North Carolina and from t h i n to AlilMftf 

A,- {ft, sir* 

(J** You did not know M m before you knew him In Look Out 

Mountain? 

A.- No, sir. 

.- Were you acquainted with hit family? 

A.- Yes, sir. 

Q»- fftti he a married man? 

At* Yes, s i r , 

. . - Did you know his wife? 

A,- Yes, r i r , I rent to §*t her* 

, - Do you know fail twaktf and his children? 

A,- I knowed a l l of h is children, 

Q.- C%n you give his children's n<un»s? 

A.* i §MHMI so, 

. - I m those* that you e*m, 

A.- Mac Currsn, 

. - 1 ? he the oldest one? 

A.- Kltj e i r , 

Qf- I i fce living? 

A.- I t , s i r , 

; . - IF. he dead? 
4 , 
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in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citi^enehit) Court, 

Sitting at South 1B Alerter. I.T#i February 3, 1904* 

C.B.iillle, et al» 

. . y ? ! — MO. IO84 

The Chootaw and Chickasaw Hations, 

«»**0<»>«* 

Present and pr—Idittg the HWMU Dpenoer B. A-î zns, Chief 

J u i ^ , Visiter !*• Weaver iftl Henry t« Fbote, Associate Judsps 

of sai l Court, 

<M>eH»« 

Appearances; 

Chas. I« JcPherren, for Plaintiffs, 
Mansfield, iicMurray and Cowniah, for Defendants* 

9 M M I 

This day t i s cauee coming on further to be heard, the 

following pnifiittlMP ^ere had towit; 

Mr, MoFherren; 

In this MM we have |OH» witnesses we desire to intro

duce before the Nations p on with their testimony, find m would 

like to introduce them now, Jvd?tp leaver was inquiring about 

oasae taints in the oaee mi we have our men here now and we 



. ~ hen you novel to the Cboota* Nation, that *aa after you 

had been ala i t ted to citisennhi? by Judge Clayton, Wfcf not i t ! 

' . . - I could not say for certain. 

Q.- That m your oadarg tandirtg, fchat you had been admitted 

to cit i ienchip? 

A.- •.;, oadfcrataading *aa that "re moved here because that was 

t: e l i c i t of biaa for us to cor;e# 

• . - Tlei. a I t i e t i t t t you made application to the Cornier* ion 

to the Five Civilized ir ibes, you were lived in Texan? 

At- Yep,, s i r , 

•;.- All of them were l iving in Tax**? 

A#~ No, §irt they ^ere all here except fn*to family. 

.- Your father1 i tmilj tan l iving in Tas&t in 1896? 

d « ~ i Q 9 | *** • 

Judge A lafeg| 

. - At the t i n t the application was filed? 

.*,- Ye--\ d r , 

Mr. Mohherren; 

Q,- You say the balance were l iving here except your father1 a 

family? * 

A.- 5ft», d r . 

Mr. Corn'.rL; 

'".- how, l e t us f̂ ee about t h a t | IfaWg L,A,Riddle, Jennie hiddle, 

t&a mother of hi? family, hva, Marvin, Floy, Flora, m i 

hem; thay are al l the members of L»A,Riddlafg fasAlyf 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Q«« where Was Leu: hi file l iv ing in 1396? 

A.- in Tafcaa« 

C«- When did he move here? 

A,- The Baroe fa l l we did. 

(L- B.S^Biddia, that in Dumas? 



*..- Tit, air* 

( *- Jennie G-, I.iddle, I I 11a ! ., Jamie EM Martha, Claude D., 

Joe T« and Ruby, are mambens of hi a f gaily? 

/„ - i suppose ae« 

O.-Viicre ran D#EfRiddla l iving In 1696? 

A.- in the Chootaw Nation, 

Q»» Whera? 

l i - 3n 3al p3 Rid tie* a -place. 

Q#«- tie ia i c i t i sen? 

A.- Yea, s i r , 

( •- Hjia man D,S. Riddle -was renting land toe from Dalph Riddle? 

l»» I suppose ha la*, 
; g« Biia man did not claim to own the land he lived on? 

A.- 1 lo&'t suppoae he did. 

. .- ir,o ia rinciaf 

A.- lhat i s ay etep-rrotlier* 

. - Roeetta, Nancy, Wallace* Morion, Jennie, Grover, Ruasell 

your father*a f&s&ly? 

,'L- ,;,e more. 

( . ~ Sh&t ia a l l that ia here; these people were l iviug in 

Xaxaa in 1896? 

A.- fet, r. ir. 

excused. 



A.- the i s l iv ing. 

Q, - ..here, 

A,- "Down about Durant the l as t 1 heard. 

Q«- Has ahe any children? 

A.- Mfc s i r . Yep, nir . 

Q.- i s rhe a party to t h l i suit* 

A,- No„ Sir . 

0 .- fibfcft Fllen and her children are not aar t ies to this su i t 

gtad have no citizenship claim pending so far ae you know? 

A,- $o, a i r , 

Q.« Var fathf-r lived unt i l about a year or m %^? 

A*,- Yen, s i r , 

Qw> ft died in 1902? 

A,- Yer, air* 

Q.- Ihftrt was your father l iving when you can f i r s t remember 

in Texas? 

A.- ahon i can f i r s t remember was in Lamar County, 

Q.- He owned 3and there, didn' t he? 

A.- No, rdr, 

Q,~ Did he not own the place he lived on? 

i t« Ho, sir« 

Q,- H| rented hand? 

A.- *Wi a i r . 

C.- whone place did be rent? 

A,- H U f 1 ! Dlace. 

•'*.- He rented imA and paid rent? 

A.- *•#! "ir* 

Q-- How Ion-?; did he live there? 

A,- Peveral years« 

q.- Then be was l iving when you can first*remember in Laraar 

18 



Count-/, Teiras, on land Ot&ed by criley, for thiols he was 

paying rent and he continued to l ive there several years? 

A.- fes« s i r . 

Q,-'Did you ep to the public schools in Texan? 

A,- No, sir , never went to school in Texaef 

J . - vniere 3il you p to school? 

A.- Meyer went to school very much; went to school torn in 

Arka&eaft* 

Q.- when? 

A.- «.'hen father lived in Arkansas when I was small, 

Q.- Then your father lived in Arkansasf 

A. T#»i s i r . 

Q.- IAI that before you lived on the place orned by ?riley? 

fc#* *es, sir. 

Q.- But you said you lived on End ley*o place *$»ti you can 

f i r s t raoentber? 

U« lb), eir, i did not gay that . 

Q.- Then whett you f i r s t remember you were l iving in Arkansas? 

l t * fee, sir*, 

Q, - her© ? 

A.- In l ike County. 

n . - How long -ad your father been l iv ing in Pike County? 

A.- Bay, he lived there, I ion*t remember just ho* ")on^ 

13 or 14 years. 

L . - Iheiii prior to the removal of your father to the state of 

Texas, he lived in Pike County, Arkansas* 

A.- ^es, sir* 

Q*« Did your father own land in Pike County, Arkansas? 

i«* *es, s i r . 

Q.- Did he buy i t ? 

19. 



A,- No, r i r , he honeoieaded i t ; hom&tcaded 160 ftOrea* 

? .- dare *&t that located In the County of Pike? 

£,- in the southern par t . 

Q.- Kor* ttttcb did he homestead? 

A.- 160 acres• 

Q.~ He lived on i t some 13 or 14 years and sold i t and moved 

to Texas? 

A..- Not that long? 

h.~ H&W Ion;;? 

A.- I don't know. 

•' #- Several years 1 

A.- A r i d . t apart vdiile. 

Q.- Then he eoli i t and moved to Texas? 

A.- i lon't think he 50Id i t . 

Q.- that "lid be fc with i t ? 

A.- Moved away and lef t i t . 

Q.- How nany yenra ttd he live ou i t ? 

A.~ i lon' t know; 1 Wa* too youn J 

Q,- H i i t ai near aa you can, 

! •• I said 13 cr 14 year . 

Q.- Then your father took up a homestead and lived on i t 

IS or 14 years? 

A.- Rat any longpr than thai* 

Q.- Then he moved to Texas f 

A.- Tor, si*** 

C.- After he finished l iving on SOILley's place; where did he g 

A,- He came here? 

Q,- That brooaht hi« Up to 1898 { that was after he had been 

admitted oy Julge Clayton? 

A.- 1 don't know. 



Q.- What i t thei r na t iona l i ty! tod what la yours? 

A.- Vt-hy, I hive always been taudit that I wai a Cfoootgw Indian. 

Qf- From whom do you gi t your Choctaw Bloo-I, your father or 

mother? 

A.- from ny father. 

. - V.as your aether en Inli n or white womsnf 

k%« Mpf r i r , she was a white women* 

.,.- t e n a l l your fa ther 's wives whit* women? 

A,- All white, 

. ~ How muoh Choctaw Hood have you? 

A,- '"hy, I claim one sixteenth myself. 

0 , . How much l id your father claim? 

A,-One ei jith, 

. - How long lo you know your family has claimed to be Chootaw 

Indians? 

A,- Slf'fer niiice i Waa largp enourji to hear them talk, 

Q,- where were you born? 

A.- In Texas. 

: Q t- where did your father die? 

A.- Caddo, Indian Territory, 

Q.- Bhere do your brothers and Bisters l i t e ! 

A.-: 'V/hy they al l live — 

Qfr* ihat Nation io they live in I 
1 ] A,- ChootiP Nation. 

C r o s s E x a m i n a t i o n . 

Mr. Cornish; 
Q#- Y ,u were bom in Texas, you nay? 

A?- Itfi, s i r , 

. - How old are you? 



. - Hhen 'did you reiaove to the Choctaw Nation? 

A.- in 1397, I gpMft, 

Q.- Ihat if the t i n a l l cf that* people removed; the entire 

family .novel i:ere then? 

. - You l ivel in Texas before tha t? 

\9- To«, d r . 

, . - Bow oaany brothers and s is ters did your father have? 

A.- He had 11. 

0 . - Name then,. 

A,- Lcrriol, Dtaaa** Turner, Tisha, Lonia, wincie; that in a l l , 

1 know tup more brothers t in t lied in Alabonn. lack and 

Botis. 

Q.- That is only e i $ i t | you apoka of 11. 

/v.- I ioa ' t know their*, s i r . 

Q.- You don't know their names? 

A.- No, s i r . 

. - Are tiioy 11 flag or dead? 

A.- i ioa ' t know, 

8#* Then you say that your f&thar had 11 fcrot] era an'] si a 

A.- 1 son nare ona BBS**, Ellen. 

•„..- fou oaf your father had 11 b othara and aintem? 

; i . - Ko( air, I Ud not cay he did. 

. . - .here nere 11 in the family inolu ling your father? 

A.- i ba*t rr/c-.hor aayifig i t , 

Q.- ho- many b-others and sif ters did your father have? 

A.- I have muted a l l I know. 

•;•,- 're there any he had afaoaa names you %n*t now remember? 

A,- I to*t know* 

15. 



C.- Are these the only oner you have hmrd of? 

A.- Yee, f i r . 

. . - Lernuel and Du«M are pa r l i e s to t h i s s u i t ? 

A.- ?#*, t i r* 

Q,~ la Turner deal or l iv ing? 

A.- Living, 

•;,- fhorof 

A*- rocahontae. 

, - RUM in bhii s u i t ? 

, - Are h i i ohil ren in t h i s su i t ? 

A.- No, s i r , not b i i chi ldren; he did not hove sflfrjr when 

t h i s s u i t w^s brought, 

Q,- I/i 'i'i<;h- l iv ingf 

A,- No, s i r . 

Q,- Did she haft toy ohildrcn before she i ied? 

A,- to, LtkX Yes, p i r , 

.:.- bhere nre her chi ldren now l i v i n g ? 

A.- I cannot t e l l you, 

: , - -rihere were they the l a s t tixm you heard of them? 

A..- Herbert City, 

Q.~ Texas? . 

A.- *es, f i r . 

. ~ Not in the Ter r i to ry? 

A.- No, s i r . 

0 . - They never claimed to be Choctaw Li l ians in t h i s 

BO far as you kttow? 

A.- Ho, s i r . 

Q.- in Loiida l iv ing? 

JU'* No, s i r , 16. 



; .- H-ive my children? 

I . - T t i , d r« 

Q.- Sberw ^re they l iving? 

A.- In the Chickasaw Nation. 

. .- xlien trie descendants of your fa ther ' s .sister Londa, are 
to 

net part ies tixin sui t and have not clained citizenship 

eo far at you know/ 

A,- Jot that I know of. 

o.- it I inci« living? 

A.- *es, cir-

Qt« Ha? she any children? 

A.- One. 

Q.-Yii/:^c in ribt and her child living? 

A.- The l a s t -*• heard in the Chickasaw Nation. 

Q#- Are they part ies to this sa l t? 

A,- i*o, s i r . 

Q.- Thm Sinai* snd her child have no claim pending no far an 

you know. 

A,-They have a claim pending or lid have, 

Q.- hhere? 

A,- 1 don't know* 

. - ihey are not in th is suit**' 

A.- No, s i r . 

Q«- I? Kaok living? 

A,- Kft, a i r . 

C'- Did he leave any children? 

A.- No, s i r . 

q.- Bow about Bottia? 
A.- He is dead and had no children. 

(;.- EQW about Ellen? 

17. 



Mc. Pherren, 

. - You b n ' t know the exaot Aistacoe? 

A.- No, witf 

Judge Adams; 

(;;,- fcen was &§ first time you knew thin man Bhonpton Riddle? 

i • x n J L O S X J • 

',.- You. say be was then living in De Kjtlb County, Alaba a? 

' .- Yes, - i r . 

• - On look Out Mountain*? 

i m, i t wa« ri v.t about the line of De Kalb County, I lon*t 

>w whether they had ohangged the line than ^r not. Look 
gut Mbunt*dn runs ao into Tennessee* 

.- You are certain a living in the State of Alabama? 

A.- ¥••« rrir. 

. ~ You know tS at? 

..,.- ie; , sir . 

Q.- How fir was he living from the Tennessee lino? 

A.- -ell i t was £7 ndles froi Chattanooga* 

QU* How fir would that be froii the Tennessee Line? How far 

w^ i t fro;, where true naan l ivel to the Tennessee Line. 

A.- »*ell, Tennessee, Georgia and ulabmi aomer up there ri$rt 

at Sand Mountain, ne-xr Trenton Ga, I suppose i t would be 

36 asilea froa the corner, 

Q#- That would make this an live at least 85 miles from the 

Tennessee Line? 
A. Yes, s i r , 

witness excuse U 



.leivin Hi i l ie, 

a l i tnes* called on behalf of the Plaintiffs , being luly 
sworn, tes t i f ied as follows; — 

Mr. Us Fherren, 

Q,- Btate your mmt 

i t « itelvin i&sn Hid l i e . 

Q.- v.hat in your sgp? 

Q#* Wiere to you reside ' 

A,- Caddo, 

. - Who was your father'? 

A.- B.B.Biddle, 

J#- is f.B.ELddle l iv ing or i n . i ? 

A,- Dead, 

Q.- Nhea lid he l ie? 

A.- Augpst '92. (Thin in what he said* subsequently i t developed 

he meant '02.) 

, - .. te lie a marri ed inan ? 

A,- ^es, s i r . 

. - Khat wan his wife's name? 

A.- Tinsey Riddle, 

••",,- la she iivij 

A.- Yen, sir* 

Q.- Is Tinsey Riddle your mother, or s4et>HDWther? 

A,- Btep-nother* 

Q.- How many tinea was your father n;arried? 

A.- Three timer,. 

Q.- Did he have three Bete of children? 

A.- Yesi air, 
12. 



\ - tat was the f i rs t wife's name? 

A..- Sanantha? 

'%- VM »h6 your rroiher? 

A.- Yea, sir. 

~.- Hew raany dhildrea did your father hare by Saiŝ nt̂ wt? 

K9* Five. 

Q.- Bmt i n their nanesf 
fv.- The oldest one la Eva, Josie Lee, Polly, agraelf and 

Bm afltha is the youngest one; she was nanwd after he 

ther, 

'..- ho was his seoond wife? 

A.- Martha Riddle, 

. - Did he hate cshildreo by Martha? 

I - Yea o i r 

Q.- How a»ny ? 

. - Pour. 

.- .' it are their names; are they living? 

k*'i Ye-, sir, all hut one, 

' \ - {fame those that are livin , 

' . - ' yf illsoi and .virion. 

' , - Iiir first and seoend wires ere dead, are theyf 

A*- Yr̂ f rdr. 

«.- Did he towre any ehildren by Tineey, his last wife? 

..- Yer, r ir . 

; . - la she st i l l livin 5? 

l«- fee* Fir. 

",- Shat are her ehil Iron*a najaas? 

A.- Jinny, or Vir-Tinia, Grover, Russell «md Sam1! B. 

J t- That ie the ywtttgestf 

A • • " * e s , o * * • 

xo*« 
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A,~ No, Alabama, the adjoining county, 

Q.- ^our understanding was that Hampton Riddle, a blacksmith, 

who had a shop five miles from where you lived, o^rm to 

Bo Kalb County fro© Cherokee County? 

A.- YOB, nir . 

Q.- ?Moh way was Cherokee County from De K&lb County, 

A..- South, 

Q,- i t in on the Georgia Line alao? 

A.- Yes, s i r , 

: . - How lon;:: had they lived in Cherokee County? 

A.- I don't know, 

Q#- The only knowledge! you have of th i s man personally was in 

De Kalb County, \tiioh wag in the old Creek Nation? 

A,- Yos, pir, 

Q.~ And your information was he came from Cherokee County? 

A,- YeB, s i r , 

Q.- Have you my information ae to ^iere they lived before 

they went to Cherokee County? 

A,- No, n i r , 

Q.~ How, i r , walker, th is wen Paddle died in lb61f you say? 

A,- Yen, air , 

Q,- Then you knew him three years? 

A,- Yes, s i r , 

Q.- He wns a blachBmith during that t ine? 

A.- Yes, s i r , 

Q.~ tha t become of Ms family after he died? 

A.- They lived there at the same place unti l 1871, v*hen the 

widow brought the children to Texas, 

Q.- They lived there unt i l 1871, when the widow took the children 

and moved to Texas? 

8, 
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A.- Yes, s i r ; one or two of the children can© in IB70. One 

son and one dau^rter; thfij were married. 

Q.- that have you heard th is old man say about being a Choctaw 

Indian. 

lh~ u'ell, s i r . lie jufct t Id me there in the ehop he was a 

Chootaw Indian. 

Q„- Did ynu ever see ftny other Chootaw Indians in that country? 

A.- Mo, s i r . 

,Q.- If-he was a Choctaw Indian, he W3« the only Choctaw Indian 

you ever saw in that part of the country? 

A.- T#ii sir# 

Q.- How was i t he did not t e l l you where he came from? 

A.- I don't know. 

Q.- Did he t e l l you that he came from tat Cherokee County? 

A.- No, i i r , 

Q.- Judging from hi a appearance, and assuming ho had Indian 

Blood, you could not t e l l him from any otrier Indian; i f he 

had Inch an bl <od, you could not t e l l whether he was a Chootaw 

Chickasaw, Cherokee or Creek? 

A.- I never had saw my Indians at al l* 

Q.~ If you had junt seen this man, end he had Indian Blood, 

you could not t e l l the difference between Cherokee, Creek 

or Choctaw? 

A.- Ho, s i r . 

Q.- Itfho did you ever hear say he was a Choctaw? 

A.- I don't recol lect . 

Q.- iattt the f i r s t ami you ever heard say he was a Choctaw 

Indian. 

A.- ? could not do that , bBcause I don't recollect tha t : I 

don't know that I ever heard anybody cal l him a Choctaw; 
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they called hiu Indian* 

Q.- Let Qg nee if you can find one mail who (billed Mm a 

Choctaw Indian, BO far as you 'know, «h9 he was, T-?here 

and v?hcn he said i t and a l l about i t ? 

A.- Ko, air , I could not» 
r 

Q.- Then you are arable to name a single ma ti.o said he was 

a Choctaw Indian? 

A.- No, d r , they Just said he was an Indian. 

Q.- How could you make the statement a while a*jo that he was 

a Choctaw Indian? 

A.- Did 1 gay he was a Choctaw? 

Q.~ Did you mean to say he was a Choctaw, 

A,- I meant to say he was Indian. 
rer^xded 

Q.- Then you -iid not mean to any he was mpcm$ as a Choctaw? 

A,- No, he was rwgprdad aa an Indian and they claimed to be of 

that t r ibe , 

Mr. Me Pherren; 

Q.- You do s ta te he was generally reco^ized as w Indian m& 

},e claimed hi.mr.elf to be a Choctaw? 

A..- Yen, s i r , 

Q.- The pecole l i d not know what he Wits but thou^it he was Indian 

A.- xes» gir, 

Focte; 

Q.~ Don't you know that the north eastern corner of Alabama i s 

more than a hundred miles from the Mississippi I*Lne? 

A.- It may be; i t ia only 90 miles from where I lived to Birming

ham, and that i s get t ing pret ty close to ilinsissip/U. 

Q.- I am talking about ri $it s t ra i i t across to Mississippi! 

l i rec t ly wa§t on tfca awe line as Da Knlb County, olaajr a-

eross the State? 
A.- Of, course, I cannot t e l l the distance exactly, 

• I t would be somewhere in there . 
10 / 

http://hi.mr.elf


4 . - They were satisfied he was mi Indian; the people a l l around 

there generally took him for an Indian* 

Judpp Adam; 

Q.- WmX sort of an Indian? 

A.- Qboetiw, that 1B what he claimed to be. 

Q.- What were M B features? 

A-- Bark swarthy complected; black hair and black eyes, 

Mr, Mc Pherren; 

0 . - Describe his appearance. 

A.- Black hair, and black beard, a very l i t t l e beard on the 

end. of his chin; l i t t l e burns!d**l * l i t t l e mustache; 

and ful l cheek bones' 

Q#~
 Aou have seen Choctaw Indians? 

A.- Yes, s i r , 

Q.- iMI his appearance that of a Choctaw In-:iian? 

A.- Yes, nitl he resembled them very much to W« 

. - Was his wife an Indian woman or a vhitewoman? 

A.-I believe she was a white woman, nothing was ever said about 

Q.- About how raaoh Choctaw Blood did Mr. Hampton Riddle look 

l ike he had? 

A.- He looked l ike i t mi.^it be at leas t one fourth, 

Q t- He looked l ike at leas t a nuartcr blood? 

A.- *es, sir* 

Q.~ Win you acquainted with the families of IS.B.Riddle, J .T. 

Riddle and L.A. Riddle? 

A,* &ell, I have Been two of their families, the others were 

a l l young when they le f t that country; noire of tr em lef t 

in 1870, the married ones, and in 1871 they a l l le f t the 

country and I never seen but one since. 

5. 



A.- (Con) la* Lemiel in Texas in 1387. 

Q.- Do pxm you know whether K.B.Riddle is living or dead. 

A,- They told me he is dead. 

G r o s s E x a m i n a t i o n . 

Mr. Cornish; 
Q.- Your ntm i s R.M.tfalker? 

A.- Ycr„ a i r , 

Q.- What i s your l£p ! 

A.- Sixty four in June, i f X Uve to see i t , I was born in 

1840? 

Q.~ You were born in Alabama? 

A.- Yes, fdr. 

Q.- Nb*& county? 

A.- De Kalb. 

Q.- Butt i s in the north eastern part of the State, i s i t a 

corner county? 

A.- Yes, s i r . I t joins Georgia. 

Q#- I t joins Tennessee on the north md Georgia on the east? 

A.- Yes, sir, i t i s a middle county. 

Q.- You were born in 1041, were you? 

A.*- In 1940* 

Q.- Nor-/, how old were you when you lef t DeKalb County? 

A.* I lef t there in 1866, 

Q(- You grew to manhood there? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Q.- Then moved to Texas? 

A.- Yea, s i r . Lived there a l l the time unt i l X le f t ; I gprfe 

oil the t ra in mth in two hundred feet of where I was born, 

*$ien I went to Texas. 

6. 



Q.- lhat Indian land was De Kalb Comity in; what Indian land 

Wig i t carved out of? 

A.- 1 think i t was the Creek Nation. 

Q.- I t i s your understanding the Creek Nation was in Souths 

ern Tennessee and North Eastern Alabama? 

A.- Yes, sir, i t was the Creek Nation when Wf father moved 

there in 1829; he helped to move the Creeks from that 

country; I have heard him t e l l about i t ; I Was not born 

then; I only know what I wn« taugjit. 

Q.~ The Cherokee Nation w-s in Northern and Western Georgia? 

A,- Yes, s i r . I think so. 

Q.- Hwt understand tha t to be the fact? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

NQ.- You have seen Creek Indians yourself? 

A.- lb, they left there before I was born. 

Q.- I l l you ever see any Cherokees? 

A«- No, s i r , they had l e f t ; there was some Indians dowi in 

the Southern part of Alabama. 

Q.- Y0u f i r s t got acquainted with thee© Riddles in 1858, you 

Bay? 

Q.~ This man Hampton Riddle was a blacksmith? 

A.- Yea, a i r . 

Q.- How far was Ms shop from #iere you ^ere bom and raised? 

A.- Five miles. 

Q.- How i s i t you did not know him ear l i e r than t h a i ! 

A.- He came in there. 

Q.- Yhere did lie come from? 

A.- I think Cherokee County. 

Q.- Cherokee County, Georgia? 

7. 



E.M.Walker, 

a witness introduced by the Plaint i ffs , being luly srntsm tes t i f ied 

as follows; 

Mr# Mc Pherren; 

Q,.- Your tkmm i s h.M.v*alkcr? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Q.- that is your ngpt 

A.- 1 Sixty four in June, if I live to see it. 

.- Where do you reside? 

A.- Southern Texas, Harris County, 

:.- In Harris County? 

A.- Yes, sir. 

( . - How long have you lived in Texas ? 

A.- Ei'fiteen years the l a s t day of th is month. 

Q.~ Where did you come from to Texas? 

A.- Alabama* 

Q.- What par t of Alabama? 

A.- North e-stern pa£t. 

Q.- What county? 

A.- Hi Kalb County, 

C.- How I w g had you lived in Alabama? 

A.- 45 years. 

Q.- Where did you rp from to Alabama? 

A.- I was born and raised there* 

Q.- In De Kalb County? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Q.- Wore you acquainted in Alabama with a man hj the name of 

Fd ddle ? 

A.- ^es, sir", 

G.- What was his f i r s t name? 



A,- Hampton. 

Q#- Where did he l ive? 

A,- On Look Out Mountain. 

Q.- hi Alabama? 

A,- Yes, s i r , five miles from where I lived. 

Q.- How far was that from the Line between Mississippi and 

Alaba. a? 

A.- "'Veil, I gaesa i t w^s a hundred miles* 

Q.- When did you know Hampton Riddle? 

A.- X f i r s t g i t acquainted with Mm in March 1858. Went to 

M B shop to gpt some work done; he was a blacksmith. 

C - How lonf̂  did you know Mm? 

A.- Until he died in 1861. 

Q.- Did you know Ms family? 

A.- *#W| s i r . 

Q.- Was he married man? 

A.- hm* sir , had a wife and ten children. 

Q.- Know any of Ms cMldren? 

A.- Knowei them all*, 

Q.- Miat were thei r names• 
» 

A.- The oldest one was feck, Barthol, 8.B., D.S. 

Q.~ That is Dumas? 

A.- YeSf s i r . He was the youn^st one; he was small. 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Mr. Cornish; 
f t object to that nue -tion; i t i% grossly leading. 

Mr. McPherren; 
I was just refreshing his memory. 

Jud^e Adam | 
You asked hlffi i f he knew the children and he said yes, 
and you asked Mm if he knew the nmeB and he was proceeding 

3 . 



to give them. 

Q.- Have you seen any of his children here in the Indian Ter

ritory? 

A.- *es, sir. 

Q,- In the Choctaw Nation? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Q,- What ones. 

A.- D.8., and Lemiel. 

Q.- What are Lead e l 1 s i n i t i a l s ? 

A,- I don't know; that i s the w&y I knew Mm. 

Q„- Where do they l ive? 

A.- At Caddo. . 

Q,- Were they the saiae people that you knew in Alabama? 

A.- The same ones. . 

Q.- fho was the i r father? 

A.- HniiTDton Riddle, 

Q.- What was rampton Riddled nat ional i ty , 

A.- Why, he was a farmer. 

Q,- What was Ms nationali ty? 

A.- Well, sir , he told me he was a Choctaw Indian. 

Mr, Cornish; 

We object to that as be^ihcomoetent both by way of hear 

say and in the nature of a self serving declaration and w© 

ask that it be ruled out. 

Mr, Mc Fherren; 

I think i t i s competent as showing tha t this wm always 

claimed to be a ••hootaw? 

Judge Adams; 
Let it pp in and we will see what is In it, 

;.;-r, Ac Hierren: 
Q,- What nationality was Harroton reoo#iized as being among the . 

people with whom he lived? 



Q, Waa '•'-- a nittsoitf A Wo,air« 
Q $14 ko kat ** tka land La&sod frosa Bora** ai t ison? A Yos,&ir* 
j You atfb**loaoo<J frori k la? A Yos,slr« 
Q Ifou iaay a - orop on tkat land* * Yas,sir« 
Q Pa*d tkia isan ran t t A Yaa,str« 

n dl^ ;-x»u aoro tko rmxt year*? A Hoar Oakland, In U i 
Gfclokasa* Hatiom 

' lon# Al^ you aontimta tr rant lam! anil J iy . ;"H;' on i t ? 
A X oontinuad u? t i l X waa ute ' ' • N! by tka court • • '. la at* 

(J n <- loj ft or your attm.1 i Ion by tka oourt v:i=jyn « y«u got aono 
land* '. x think i t w a " yaar or tho noxt y»ar* 

c T . - AJ you i -t U I l land? A I oattlod I t -
pl lo l to tko Da i Co: r*i$8 ion 1:;. 18$6? A X f i r s t ap* 

pl l ad to tk* Coianoil« 
Q. T3 -y d'* d r'Ot tak# any aotion? A Tkay mawar fc< ok any act ion. 
Q You tkan appllod 0 ta a Dajraa :v • ia io« i« i->r "• y 1, r. *.*. 
Q And w*ra aAraitto* or rojoctod? A n . a J BU}<p< . „ 
q Tkan : <n, appaalod to tko court? A HO|i*lr« 
(l Tor; did not almifs tkat your ni .•• ' tka ti II 1 r o l l s t 

1 10, asr* 
Q Yaw c'ic not c l a i •. . • na • • * your fatkar "aa on ano fcrj 1 

r o l l " A ITOiftlrj 1 <;î : not • li :';.• tkat •;• father ^aa« 
Q Tka atal rti .t you have i not fortk ful l^ a l l tkat yon 

know about your oaoo? A Woos 1 ka*« ajbotst s ta ted a l l I kac • 

ftp* '?'cP: arr* n« 

t> S 1 901 r t t ta a tfnitst Statas Court, 
raoord aa i t aarn* frow tka J$awas G is Ion was AOJ troyd 

&» t>sa offioa 0; :, ft tlorio • ! b*?liaTO *; . . . 
13 11 ; l i ad fhi r - , Jaj Itor burna^ V. KB 
up, aaTaral irara taatroyod ^ a adstaka LJI§ I find tkat In tBN 
t i l e sajia Kka r#ooi^l h a I • n auppliad, . . I ti^at 
feima in tkoir poaaooalon coplea of tko testiriony in ttela 
aaoa fcKa^ fa« baf 1 I as ion. Aa I uadarataii 14 
tl&ooa aopiaa «r^ no»i ii Id a kaiai 1 1 f a i : .•' .\ 

;iona( ^tm I Id lik* - . "̂  I aa ten - rt 
t3 as* •• \ ikan an^ oonaid^rad aa 

o« not f i r f 1 '• *ô  ^d 
lOara a kaa 1 iado« 

lAr« " • , - r i a l A : 

1 ;,«;-?''';. know an; .; 1 .. about i t ; I #on*t aron kno^ tkat 
) 1 aopl •'•'. -

Mr, Me]?1iarron« 

1 d^air,;i to f i l a amotion for farthar t laa In &ia CUBS 
Ona of tha a plioanta .in t k i i oana, J , t , Ridctla ia sick tm4 un-
ab] ba aaro anal tha otkor «ritiiamo Mrs* Cu- nin^iiaii l iT 
way Aomi in Taocaa am) :- ; tin jot har li^ra. 
1 w i l l ask tkat Qta aama aratar bo 1 in tkia 0040 as in U10 
oaso j u s t prooaAing, I 13 I .- nt; oli ..tj> ooulA gat ttiosi kora 
30-r tipia b^foro ^ia Rlst« 



"r, Harwfialal 

I aaniro fco ant* i i atojaeiic .. <*£ fcto« £ 
Oi B. R Uid! is to « h*» rae : %1 i 
hi;. 03 ka&rsay twfeJUaongrj or •"<* r a d i a l » ta t t t? i of Kin 
jpraru ft I nuoa h e a r s a y t «a t i i sony« 

I • o o u r t gi ,»#« lioawfca u n t i l t&# 3 o.C 
»o*itfb*r l t 0 3 i f o r t k a purj >f p r o ^ n o l n n gua* oti 

wi tn«Sf!#s i n th f t l r b o k a l f a* • *# nay i a a l r a # J 



-YVt i 

e Chocta* and Chiekasa* Citisenehip Court, 

Bit t ing at South Mo Heater, I .T. , Jaa« 26, l$o4, 

8 #B. Riddle, ( t alj 

--v?-- No, 10b/ 

The Q%& C, Nations, 

-o-

Present Mid preri I the H fie, Spencer B. Adorns, Chief 

Jul-'e, Salter L, l i av t r and '^my B« Foote, toeoeiate Judge*, 

of i< 1 ourt* 

-o~ 

Cfaae, E, hoPherron and T.;\. Feeler, Attorneys for Plaintiff?, 

mcfield, IcMurray / Cbrnirh, for Dafendante, 

—o— 

This day this c-nine cooing on further to be he*rd t 

following proceedings were h 11 towit; 

j r . Mo Pherrea, 

ihie is the care i. ehid lient failed to p t fcp.s 

• i ,.. tee here i i the t in* fixed by the Court; we hate 

. B her I shave wi l l be al l that we 

will offer in thie ease, and I will aek permiseion of the Court 

introduce i t now* 

Judrp Adams; 
Very veil , f i r , 



BMGRJ THB CHOCTAW flflJ) CHICKASAW C I T i r X * ^ r I ? fJOTIHTBlTTINd *T 
UTH MC AIKST3BR, XTOIA3 TX RITORY, 3)3S€ B 1903« 

December 5 , 1904 . 

S . B« R i d d l e , a t a l « , 

VS. 

VA,o o taw <:< f" at ion S, 

All Judges present* 

McPherrea for UM p la in t i f f s* 

f ie ld , rray & Cornisk tor tke defendants. 

Talc o&use earning on to I keard on M is day ®*e folic 
• oeeed ing a ears 

" r . McPkscrens 

I offer t L8 t r ansc r ip t contalnln ' tk* deposit ion of S»« A. 
Ut i le , 8, B. Riddle and £« 8, Riddle, J . T. Riddle and P.H. 

Cu nlngkasu 

Hr« Hanafi* ldi 

The Choctaw an! Cfcickas•:>•/ Nations object to the in t ra 5 not ion 
of the deposit ions j u s t referred to on ground that tl «e 
are * par t of s raid proeei I had in V-- united States Court 
to wkic% both !. Ckoct ' atlons should have 
been p a r t i e s and to irklok oni„ on< Ration was mads a party and 
upon the further ground tkat under I 31 • f t is United Stat • 
Court kad no aower to t ry said cai ee do novo and re no 

ssr to saute said deposit ions to b to be reoeiirsd 
as evidence in Said cause, ' ' Shoetaw and Ckiokaa nations 

..•• r object upon ./ ground t it ike matter contained in 
Sail i i t iona is i r re levi i and iranaterial* 

Tke C < m md Cklokasa object to the introduction 
of Ote a f f idav i t s oCP, : r. c . Gunnlnghajn and Harriet C. Cu nin -

a offered wi$! the reesrd in t k i s case because t * sans 
are ex parte a f f idav i t s taken before a Hfot ' 
notic • to . a t i sns and i cannot be considered as 
svidsnos in Skis cane. ?or hhe Information of theoourt 1 - i l l 
s t a t s these l a s t two appi . to be raerel; f raents 
of witnsssei tai ore a notary Public in l a t e of T«x?i8 
and f i led in She Uni t s ! States Court. 

Us also object to tke introduction of a l l of these papers 
sn fee gron d tka t i t hss not been shown tkat witness who wade 
t • t affidav 1 ts anc s sv e &> s ds ps ot i stts sr s dead. 

.P. B, Riddle, eal lsd as a witnsss aft or being duly sworn t e s t i 
fier1. , as follows: 

.•"ecu examination by r . ";'cP err en 

^ tka t i s your naistl A D« ;'•'.. Riddle« 
Q, tha t i s ::<'>ur agst A I an nearly for ty-n ine . 



• f t -

Q. What 10 :our eltisenskiPi art j eu a olti*«n of tke Ckootae 
Ration? A Yes . s i r , 

C5. Hon lc r« you resided in >: a Ckeeta* Ration? A About 
IK 18 year*~ebout between 15 or 16 years I tke Territory but 
not a l l tke tin* in ike Oboe tan Nation. 

Q Rkere dl<) you reside before that? A In tke (Skle as&* Nat inn. 
Q, fkere were you born? A In Alabama. 
Q T; roi,-:;, -v.on do you claim your Gkeotaw blood? A M* ffttg«r« 
Q y?w,t -,ya<3 wouf fatker 'a nan*? A $mm Hawpton Riddle* 
q fkere di< w- live? A !:» lived in J&KH&KXX Manama, 
Q Dlr- ke ever l ive in Mississippi? « Yes,sir, 
(J ikon 414 In die? A About sixty-one X reckons rigkt al 

f i r i t Of tke Civil liTi 
0. How snick Ckoctaw feles • ur father ' ave? o3 •: < 

or*, A- q u a r t e r . 
0 How smck Gkeets* blood #o you olaia? A J slain one* .: tk« 
0, Have you any brotkers? A YeSjSiri 
0, Wkat are their aa*ses? .A ;r. ? . , g, A , , and &• A, 
o fker* do bkese brotkers live? A OaMo and Booh 1 to in 

Gkoetaw HatIon• 
q Are yon Harried? A Yes . s i r . 
Q Wk&t Is your •,i:C«!^ nane? * Jennie trainee* 
Q Jennie Gaines Riddle? A Ho, just *Teml* ;'x amines was ker ssilden name? A Y«I ,g;5r. 
o, Xs -.'m K (Xkoetejf or sfclte *e»an? A 8ke claias to be a wklto 

woman( i reckon a | .rt Qklokasaw but ek« £enft claim i « 
ft Are yew al l lawfully «s rried? A weo9oirg 
'; ; ay1 ; m any ©kildrea? A Yes,sir* 
q Wkat are tke r names? A "Die oldest one 1B Willi i K,, Jennia E,, 

and tffiartka* Claud, Joe an<3 Ruby. 
Q Xa your brotkef J . *• Marri**? A Y a sir* 
C| Bo you knew tke Mane of kia eifW? A Yes ,air* 
Q Zi ske a wklt* wejaatn or a Ckootew? A She la a Ckootaw Xndj tn« 
Q W- at *vâ  ker maiden name? A Gar&nort 

Vkat irao k^r MOther'o nawe? A Kooro« 
q Î J your lirotkor L. A« Riddle mrriHIf A Yes,eir. 
Q !• k i i wife a wkite eonoa or a Ckootevrf A She l i . i tan. 
o ikat i;.i h *r Bfmot A Jennie, 
q Rao ke ekildrent A Yea^alr, 
Q Can you na»« tken t A ! g îeaa i oana U*e oldest one i i 

Bkbie, Marvinj floyo anl Floyd, th*^ »re twlna an w. 
0 tke otke: B« i« Riddle in dead? A weej }i** i i dead, 
1 You ar̂ » tfee identical B< B, Riddle tkat ^aa adnittod? A Tee ,eir , 
Q By 19ie Unitee ?-;tftt*%?i Court a* a oitinen of tke Okoetaw Ratios 

togotker witi your krotkero 8« R« > I-. A, , and *T» T« -\ 
Yea |d l r# 

Q And tJ eir ekildronj ^^r^ your fktkor and metkor lawfully r r r -
r 4 e^ ? A Ye H | X ou | j -o Ba a o • 

Q. Dltj tkey live to^atkw ai aan -' 'ifot A Yeo t»ir, 
Q Is your not! «r #ead? A. Ye«,8ir, 
q How long kaire you elaipiod to be a Ckoota^ !• dian| koe long 

Kara yon kno-en jfO« were % 0ko«t«rt A All nj l i f e , oror sine a 
I car ree*»bor I «faa tkou^ht tkat* 

Q Vken did you novo to tke Ckootow Ration wltk tke intention of 
residing koro aa a aitkiont A i t ken been fifteen or sixteen 
yeara, I f i r s t want to tke Chiokaoae Nation, 



ttr ooa oxanination >vy Ni% Haiwfloll 

ty You olaia to ka a dooooadaat Of wkow -fr, Rid41o? A ton 
HM410. 

Q Tkat was your fatkw? * Yoa,»ir, 
Q Tow olai« yo**r ftkootaw blood tfcron*£* strar fatkor? A y#»,i$ir« 
Q, Wkon #iH ytmr ' '•' r olai • kla Gkootaw bloo«l tkrotusk? A J 

eoultf not toll yonj I &on*t know~~3 ion ' t r#m*nhor« 
Q ta your ' , •• IITIBIS W &Oa&? A 33004!., 
o Ro <>;n.: • yon le i ! A I -̂ an SOYOH yoara I boXloYO>< 
<| Your father Hi«MI whoroabottto? A xn Alabam. 

Hoar wkat I«WH| or at wkat pXaoo In Alabama? h fkon k« < l*,; 

ifcoro ha liYW? ! »ro 10 town; bko oountpy wai not aott£oo>** 
on what " " "• •' ''-•• .Vov+ notintftin, ko waa • jiainatt^ t^oro* 

q Ho 3 ki: •; iwing tk t a r t A H« wais kil lo* in v.- to of 
tit- War but aot in tko War* 

Q, D.v h' liiro on lookout is A -•' Yoa ,i:5r. 
4 Wte ".' ' bttoinoea* A Bo wao a aatitk an^ wa&on ' 
Q Was tkoro any vlllaco wkoro k* lived0 ^0|B.ir* 
Q EH j-,^ kaw a olaokws • -• at **v f r> ''3 of fcko >*<*«.£ roro 

pitted? A Yo&| you atl(£kt cs l l it tk&t| i t waa no* in - * llago 
4 ))id ho fttra any? A Y*o; kia " i famo«% 
o Did 3v " m mio land Ikoro? A if#H9f»lr« 
Q, Di«i ko bolong to oitkor ono o(" tk< analog? - #0|8ir, 
Q Your aORtontIan Is I waa a • ' blood Okootaw? d Tkat 

i l k* Oil ! R, 
Q. Yot i sa©1 *>r waa a wklta "*' A Ynn,n\r» 
Q How ion • I no your moth**" boon d«ad? A Bko A lot I tklnk »ojn«* 

w3 *ro*j about oowonty*ono or two? XM 
Q flm oic woro yoti tti^n? A X «rao BOI othin^ lik*? f if toon yoar* 

ol 1, 
Q ':'" - r mot! or «. ' .^? ' v" B|i ir« 
Q •"• ' ' In TOX-^B, in Loiaar Gotinty* 
^ All •• : • ; mi ' •'••-•• r^oolvod :''>'0^? yoi r fTkootaw 

blood you ol i rooo-j • • " r 4%"t: i t̂  wot>or? 
A You isiri 

) Do you know t! rou^i wkow yotir fatkor elaiwod klo Hiont-r' bloo<l? 
A w oa Js 1 B :Cv.t>. «r, ko ola i» ol "1 f fr as v 11 fof" ii «r, J BU^J O no j 
I r'on't k»of» wkotkoqr i t wa« on kia fatk«*fa Bi#e or kia BMtkor't 

o You souli, ot otate olio " •. claimod It frois? A STOiOir; I don#t 
know but i guppooo fr«H hiu " r f tkat *kat I irimt& fron. tko 
war --: »2 talkod* 

^ 1 i a^ kl« fatl ; f aawo? A rr^ »frn1 "v two namoo| 
tistoc ol •* nm ' ' • tw 

Q "v.*. j*« yo« taxi boii1 oallJ ' Iw ifofei anl faokl H 
f a t h r -u d IV;,<.'-*Y . 

Q • ail ko iio? A l don't know] X BIJ] r •- in tkf! (Skoot 
" tiOlli 

Q, Dir yoitr fa T kavo any br n i S toro? • X &u : \ to 
o ITo • n oi loo" in Alakcuo i tir notkor an^ youfliolf loft %nd 

oamo to wkat plaoo? A Wo oosso to Toxaat wo atarto^ to tko 
Cko Nation tmt il<^ aot ; • : feorot r- i dial 1 for* oko 
oan« koro« 

Q, You Bay you startol for tko (Tkoi ration? I TNis >B ^ktkor 
oaa fix ins to oos n on ko «lioi« 

Q To wkat point •':••' yon cooso to toxaa? K Fart of t^o my on 
wator and i^art or tko way on a wagon* 

Q You loft lookout noun*-.!/: in tki atato of foauiojfoow by *kat 
train? A I ri©n,t totowj wo took tko train tkoro ani oamo to 
Mo*aphiO| Tooitosaoo *"-trim tikoro MW took wator and dana to 

roYOport, toiilotaim and fron llioro ^m ea»o -p to Bayou JTtff-
oon« 

o, On your nay to tko A^rrit-'>^v<? A Yoofair« 
{> You BottloS at «Toffor»o« foxaa? A Ho9oir va oano fro« tkoro 

to ^-Mar County, y®x&n and itopjioi tkor« ano4 nyiiothor <Mnd., 
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0 Yorr aatbor diad v nrn ) m XotH aftar ya<a gat tkorat A jrust 

Q | . ..... ,,, f^ii/v^r; war*? 1: " » family " t ! - : t\ 
tki: ' iraolf? * YOB,s ir . 

Q, ;* if or A in t3 • "; t tiwat - T f" ink " w 
waro H." ran wl r« 

o Hoa aid woro tho oki l t roa wko* yoi r fatkor dlad a •<' on 1 -• H 
o'.- hora? A I Tan RtTft ' i yoare old -a-- fcw< i " 

. . . . >,. u nag old or . 
Q F'TK' old was tka oldeot ©no^ A I nm;.1 . ; 1i"< jfco !, otii 
r; Was v- i - n want A Ho &o&4« 
q Tko oldoot wto tkat a» iritk yatiJ A lit aa* two yaara old or 
Q Yon B o t t l e i fiSfoar Cavaty? A Y©a»alr# 
q Yc ir w< si <*r -":?r ! •of fc Yoa>»i!*« 
Q . , : ., , v.n, ... pftr ^ f&oro^ \ A l i t t l f l k i l o , 
o Yaia llYOd 111 Taxas u n t i l rhat yaaa I t '%B boon about 

f i f toon or aixtoon yoara ago hoi nHo dlad i aaivttarai 
ana isatfbk l i *a d In Taoeaa fraa pl&ao to plaoOg u n t i l w oarao te 
fcb© \ I ana, 

Q Hon o3 fro ; T .- ra©TO$ to i t ion ! I i &1 
fiftaon y* n ;o? I I *rty-nij < na* ...... . '. N : w about 
f l f t aau yoara j *̂;*:t 

0. Yoi;: worn about ®iirty"»£cntr yaara al< wban von jaarad to ®t« 
H it Ian? A Somotking l iko 9to t . 

q You a^trri«d In Taxas? A too; [ Kftdbc Htayad ^no yoaru in Texan 
fcftOr X SiarrJ odt 

Q You liY«a ir? Hill n-:>u-;t: quite a whilo? A X WtUI ".;••• I m tit* 
l ino o? FTill an$ Bl l i a 0<mr?tloa for faur yo&rs* 

q You naro a oi t ia#n of t&o a t a t o of Taxaa? A X ouppo»« i . 
0 Ymi ixaroiaa^l 3̂io ri^ltta *>'* eltiaonoMp? A Toaj i pai4 

taxoa tHoro orv,edi: a roada* 
? Yov -̂>*e<: t^;^r^? A Y»a|6ir« 
Q And ^l(? von o-m land in t3ao s^t':- of Taxaoor Aid ,. au ront IMMM 

A 3f0|airi I r an to i lan«i* 
<1 Taa farmed tio??t of fT'"̂  ti»«? A Y*a >air« 
q Yaa liY«i t« Hi l l Dotinty? a 3fa»air) l dan ft think c l i T i i 

In Ri l l Oonnt^—It *V*LH rigM rjloao to tH<i l ino, 
Oa«mtyf Taxaa^ K J'^i hn% *-." is In R11J . Bounty, 

Q He did not l i yo la V.J~* nm* w lghl>or>i ->d tliat you livod? A 
UY'̂ g; k« l i rvd in tke aasiti hou*o« 

q fow %•« Ri4€la ya« rev'>^i>i-r ukat yaar ;o?« oarso la tlio fa r r i^ 
ton f^ - ""̂ y X norof did pay any att ntlan to lt« 

q '^.»r! :,-*oti Biarad fea tko f a r r i t o r y , yn i I i gag « 
A 1 norad ftraa JloMta-*^ Counts > a •".'•/;<> ̂ . 

q You Btar ;^d for tlta T«w*ritaiT? A '' i «*• 
Q - •• • -m Wiatf A I guaaa i t must IIHYO boon about 

a«Tonty^ono or two, that m lof t Alabaraa* 
Q I raaan fra« Taoeaaf A 1&&& ->r nina, aaisow3tor#a alas/;: tJwra^ 
Q What waa yaur olijaot in eaiai i* tk< r> r r i t o o ' ; ; Wmt timaf 

A Aftor i n a r r i a i X : t to thinking an Kkia tkii u^-' I know 
I kad tka blood and I tkou$ t I would eama Kara and ana i f I 
oould gat i t . 

q Soo i f ya« aauld «at j€«at^ A A r,i/r t h*ra* 
Q fkat yaar waa tkat^ A HI t rn? i>n u- l aa t j iihat la Ilia 

fir.31 effort that I ma?* 'o r'n anytking *^w\rd* i r i g k t , 
q aboro did yon a t r ika tko f a r r i t a r y t A To +; * Ckioi «aap lat iaa. 
q Wait pointt A i t la a» n^Mr Ar^aora^-fain^ Vaat flrflai Ardiiora, 

to 0'̂  wkat in kna ^ a:* Yn<: nroak. 
Q, w>iat did. yaa d^ tSiortl A Ran tad land« 
1 Vka from? A A flal low by r-- nana of Barl iaa X bai lor a, 


