


Witnesses. 
.For Ql>a,j?tta/ntiS 

J^^jr^ilds- MdALesterli: 
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*» --*-

IA TH5? CHOCTAW Ad±) h r; ! r :ITIZ 

AT SOUTH M0ALI3STER, IWDIAN T3SRRITORY. 

Sarah J a n e R e y n o l d s , e t s • <i » • 

v 

Choctaw and Chickasaw N a t i o n s , 

Po t i t l o n e r s . 

Defendan t »• 

Your 

R e y n o l d s . 

no id.3 g 

f i l e d t h e i 

o n e r s Sarah J a n e R e y n o l d s . Robe r t P o t t s , Mary & 

• les f3< R e y n o l d s . Anna Laura R e y n o l d s , and S. D. Rey-* 

t h a t u n d e r the Ac : of J u n e t h e XGth, 1896. the}, duly 

r a p p l i c a t i o n ' j i t i a s e n s h l p b e f o r e t h e toimaission t o t h e 

SiYe C i v i l i z e d T r i b e s , t h a t s a l i a m p l i c a t i o n 

\>\ s o l d Commission* red t h a t vour a n o l l e a n t . 

Tif~ '-•; 

; a c t e d uuon 

tv*ni] Tana Re" no ' tie 

i s s i o n a s B. c i t i z e n of t h e O^io^r!;^'? Tribe? 

of I n d i a n s by i n t e r »1 a r t P o t t s , h e r by John P o t t s , 

a Chickasaw I n d i a n by b l o o d , era i a d m l t t e J OtJ 

t i o n e r s h e r e i n r e j e c t e d ? th; 

t r ie U n i t e d S t a t e s c o u r t 

s e vi 

fs*1' *[_*. 

to 

south 
4-"W m v > 1 

r i t o r y , o f which a p p e a l y o u r p e t i t i o n e r s neve r hod miy n o t i c e , and. 

neTer knew t h a t s a i d oas< was pend ing in t h e Uni ted t e s c o u r t -

tout had a c c e n t e d sa id in ; it of t h e Commission i n 1896 

no z ihat same had . loo l e d from, u n t i l t h e y apnea red b e f o r e 

s a i d Commission s e v e r a l y e a r s l^Jzer\ f o r e n r o l l m e n t . 

Your p e t i t i o n e r Sarah J a n e R e y n o l d s , s a y s t h a t 

a l l ; • T : to John T. P o t t s a c c o r d i n g t o t h l aws o Chickasaw 

Nation, at To lb art, Indian Territory, in July,1880; tl Fit there xmn 

born to ir̂ r and John Potta one child, Robert Potts. 

That the other petitioners herein ore children of your petitioner, 



Sarah Jan© Reynolds, horn uo K«V. ^yr hmv f*€»cond husband 

Reynolds* 

Your p e t i t i o n e r s say t ha t t h e judgment of th<? United 'States 

cour t , denying c i t i z e n s h i p to Sarah Jane Reynolds and Robert - o t t s , 

! e r ron ious and wi thout any knowledge to them, and t h a t Raid judg­

ment 13 now of no b ind ing force and e f fec t aga ins t your oetiLtienera* 

t h a t sa id caae i s s t y l e d upon t he docket of t h e United S t a t e s cour t 

' r •" Southern Mst r i t f* of the Indian T e r r i t o r y , a t Ankv^re^ Sarah 

Jane Reynolds et e, ;, v s . "lie Ohicka$aw i la t ion, Ho. 4'K 

, j ,; -,y 0 T? jĝ  Your p e t i t i o n e r s , Sarah J?me Reynol Ira, Robert 

£?otts tlarj HI. Reynolds Ohi i w. Reynolds. AnJi» Leura Reynolds and 

9« 1), Reynolds pray ghat t he c l e rk of t h i s cour t make an o rde r , 

5f>* ] i«r •£]•< ••.. '; I (5"pl*- -̂{* +bfu U n i t e d ("i-"'r "' a cour t for the Southern 'is*? 

t r i c t o! > I- l is i T e r r i t o r y , at Ardniore. to t r a n s f e r nnd c e r t i f y a l 

)ers, r e co rds aid proceedings in sa id case -do. 4l/f Saroii Jane 

Reynolds, e t a l , aga ins t the Cfc&okasaw Mation. to t h i s cou r t , and 

t h a t th©3 have - t r i a l of said, case aa i t should have been t r i e d 

or ig j Ly, and t h a t t he Ohoetaw and Chickasaw Fi s be summoned 

to answer h e r e i n , and for a l l o t he r proper r e l i e f to which the j may 

be e n t i t l e d . /~^~~7y 

Attorneys for Pe t i t ioner®* 

^'-rn]:. Jane Reynol «, beinff duly sworn, on oath says t h a t t he 

f a c t s set for t ! in, the above s t i t i o n a re t r u e and 

c o r r e c t . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me t h i s day o r ch , 1903. 

ilotary P u b l i c . 
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*.—i«fcafc did he tar 

A. ** Reared around a l l the t l n » | nn& abused me fe*&aa*# X want* 

»y oth'-r to l i v e .-:. \h r e , -rr.i fl&£ ha-1 no v o e to 

t o . re a t fined to k i l l me i f 1 d i d n f t dispose of h a r , 

m i IMP g«t to ahoctin& and I go t a f r a i d of h k and had to 

lemre. 

H#—T>i:i your huaband hara a b r o t h e r ? 

A , — Yes s i r . 

%—"Si a t waa h i s n m a ? 

A««Waaej!h po t t s* 

Q # - - l Y/ilX ao\c you ahy ; ou l e f t -our hushand** 

A.— I l e f t &$* and want off on account of h i s abuse, I 

c e ui 11 an * t m 1i in :i\ $ m « 

^m^Bi f went ptftf wi th you, who c a r r i e d you away? 

n#—T;V mother. 

^.--Anybody alaa*5 

1 # - * • ungi 11 h ro i h e r . 

0.—wa,j.e ; , o u Bine era s ided in the Chickasaw Wat ion** 

A#~-T went to Taxas M l s t a i d there-* a sho r t nh i l e t empora r i ly 

and, caae ha '<*«* r r i t o r y ®n& rtmblnmi hor 

s i n c e , : . 

t^^mWm whom did ou liv® in %U Chickaaaw Wation? 

A.--H7ith m;r b r o t h e r . 

".—Iftior. di-J he X£r«# 

A#— Oakland. 

o # - -oh ickasaw Hat ion? 

A,--Yes o i r . 

n0—tras your hcfcie a l l the time beon in -.he Choctaw mi 

Chicle as av Ha i ions^ 

A*—fill s i r , l ived. $ in b o t h , 

%t«HDti you or I r« in a diyOrr: 

*»•*He d i d 

ft** Bid! you a f t e rwards re*naarry? 
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J a n e "Hey no 1 d » ~" 
Court Ko. 49 • 

Dawes No. 76 
Ch i c ka 8 aw Ha t i o n. 

Hot ice of appeal by the Chickasaw Mation was issued by the 

Clerk of the Court Jan. 4, 1897. 

Original application and other papers were received from the 

Dawes Commission and filed in the Clark's office Hh* 3, 1897. 

¥htrt a^e no papers In the cases however, in the Clerk*® 

office at fch* present time. Thf copy of original application to 

the Dawea Commission filed with the authorities of the Chickasaw 

ion in 1®$$ shows that Jane Reynolds, admitted by the Dawes 

ntMlo&i was the only applicant in the case. 

The case has not been disposed of by the Court and the last 

entry on %h® record, under date of Msf 10, 1898, is "Continued", 



I n t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw C i t i z e n s h i p C o u r t , s i t t i n g a t 

T i shomingo , i n t h e S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t of t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , 

J u n e Term, 1 9 0 4 . 

S a r a h J , R e y n o l d s , e t a l . , 

v s . No. 1 0 5 . 

Choctaw and Chic lea saw N a t i o n s . 

U3CRXE OP COURT. 

On t h i s 3 0 t h day of J u n e , 1904 , t h i s c a u s e coming on 

f o r $±$adL d e c i s i o n , t h e same h a v i n g h e r e t o f o r e "been s u b m i t t e d 

upon t h e l a w and t h e e v i d e n c e , and t h e Cour t "being w e l l and 

s u f f i c i e n t l y a d v i s e d i n t h e p r e m i s e s , d o t h f i n d t h a t t h e 

p l a i n t i f f , Sarah J a n e R e y n o l d s , i s e n t i t l e d t o "be deemed a 

c i t i z e n hy i n t e r m a r r i a g e of t h e Chickasaw N a t i o n , and t o 

e n r o l l m e n t a s s u c h , and t o a l l t h e r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and 

i m m u n i t i e s , p e r s o n a l t o h e r s e l f , which f l o w t h e r e f r o m ; and 

t h a t t h e p l a i n t i f f , R o b e r t p o t t s , i s e n t i t l e d t o h e d e c l a r e d 

a c i t i z e n by b lood of t h e Chickasaw Hat i o n , and t o e n r o l l m e n t as 

s u c h , and t o a l l t h e r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and i m m u n i t i e s f l o w i n g 

t h e r e f r o m . 

IT I S THEREFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED MD DECREED t h a t t h e 

p e t i t i o n of t h e j p l a i n t l f f s Sa r ah J a n e R e y n o l d s and R o b e r t P o t t s , 

b e g r a n t e d , and t h a t t h e p l a i n t i f f , Sa r ah J a n e R e y n o l d s , be 

deemed a c i t i z e n by in t emia r r i . age /o f t h e Chickasaw N a t i o n , and 

e n t i t l e d t o e n r o l l m e n t as such c i t i z e n , and e n t i t l e d t o a l l t h e 

r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and i m m u n i t i e s , p e r s o n a l t o h e r s e l f , which 

f l o w t h e r e f r o m ; and t h a t t h e p l a i n t i f f , R o b e r t P o t t s , be d e c l a r e d 

a c i t i z e n by b l o o d of t h e Chickasaw N a t i o n , and e n t i t l e d t o 

e n r o l l m e n t a s s u c h c i t i z e n , and e n t i t l e d t o a l l t h e r i g h t s , 

p r i v i l e g e s and i m m u n i t i e s f l o w i n g t h e r e f r o m ; and t h e p e t i t i o n 

(1) 



of the other p a r t i e s mentioned therein i s not passed upon in t h i s 

deer ee• 

Chief Judge, 

Assoc i a t e Judge• 

Associate Judge, 



of t h e other p a r t i •* mentioned there in I s no t p a w e d upon i n t h i s 

decree* 

Chief Jud;'-:e. 

Associ a t a Jud^e. 

" o c i a t e Judge . 



r . ff ft | 



In the Choctaw arid Chickasaw Cit izenship court s i t t i n g at 

South ircAlestor, Indian ya r r i t o ry . 

Sarah Jane Reynolds et a l , Pe t i t ione r s 

T 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, defendants.. 

Your pe t i t i one r s parah Jane .Reynolds, Rober t Potts 

Mary 35> Reynolds, Charles '.Reynolds, Anna Laura Reynolds, and S.I). 

Reynolds, s ta te that Tinder the Act of June tks 10th 1896, they 

duly f i l ed t h e i r appl icat ion ^or c i t izenship before the commission 

to the F l r t Civil ized Tribes, that a* 14 applicat ion was heard 

and acted upon "by said Commission and tha t your applfcant Sarali 

jane Reynolds was admitted by said Commission as m o i t i» tn of the 

Chicles saw Tribe of Indians by l i t taraarr laga, and Robart Potts 

her son, by John Po t t s , a Chickasaw Indian by blood was s»l so ad 

mitted, and the other pe t i t ioners herein rejected; that there 

a r4ar said case was appealed to the TTnited States Court for 

the Southern Pi s t r i c t of the Indian t e r r i t o r y , o^ which 

appeal #our pe t i t ioner newer had any not ice , and newer 

knew that f a i i case was pending in the TTnited States Court, but 

had accepted aaid judpjnent of the Commission in 1896, and did. not 

know that thesame bi d been appealed, from, u n t i l they appeared 

beforesaid Commission seyeral years l a t a r for enrollment. 

Your pe t i t i one r Sarah Jane peynolds says that Ska was 

legal ly married to John T Po t t s , accord ng to tae laws of the 

Caiekaaaw Nation, a t Colbert, Indian Ter r i to ry , in July 1880; tha t 

taere vat born to her JU« and John P o t t s , one chi ld , pobert P o t t s . 
p e t i t ioners 

That the other okxiatrxK herein aro children of your p e t i -
of your pe t i t i one r , 



Sarah jane Reynolds, horn to her bfr aar second husband, 

Reynolds. 

Your pe t i t i one r s say that the Judgment of the United 

s ta tes court denying c i t izenship to Sarah Jane Reynolds and 

Robert .^otts , -vs.s erroneous and without, any knowledge to them, 

and that main judgment i s now of no binding Torce and effect 

agaii-et your pe t i t i one r s ; that said case I t i t y l t d upon the docket 

of the United States Court for the Southern "District of the 

Indian Ter r i to ry , at *rdmnr«, Sarah Jane Reynolds et a l 

TS the Chickasaw nat ion, .Mo. 47. 

UCBRRyORB, Your p e t i t i o n e r s , Sarah Jane Reynolds, Robert 

P o t t s , , rary "^.Reynolds, Charles S.Reynolds, Anna Laura Reynolds, 

and S.I).Reynold s, pray that the c lerk of t h i s C°urt make an order 

d i rec t ing the Clerk of the Unit, ed States Court for the Southern 

D i s t r i c t of the Indian T* r i"itory, at Ardmore, to t ransfer and 

c e r t i f y a l l papers , records, and proceedings in sair* o?r:>e No.47 

Sarah Jane Reynolds at s i , ag& a ins t the Caiokaaaw >mtion, to this 

Court, and tha t they hare a t r i a l of SP id case M i t shnnld ha%e 

"been t r i ed o r ig ina l ly , and that the Choctaw an! Chickasaw 

Rations he summoned to answer herein, and for a l l other propar rali* 

re l i e f to wnlok they may he en t i t l ed . 

Thompson Is Brown, 

Attorneys for pe t i t ioners 

Sarah Jane Reynolds being duly sworn on eata says that the 

fac ts set for th in the aboye a i i foregoing pe t i t i on are 

t rue &ri([ co r rec t . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me thif day of naren 1903 

Notarv public 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

^ss 

The President of the United States of America 
I T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l f o r t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , N o r t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

GREETING: jjj \ 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief if 

the Choctaw Hatjon, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty" clays after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Qhoctaw and Chickasaw nation-in: the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Te'f-

< w . J • ^ ^ L A D 

rUorv, at TIHtvEdhs ^ ^ L 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Principal Chief aforesaid, 

ot * ^ ^ ^ that the papers, files and proceedings in the case 

File No £r£.....J£.~ in the District Court for the .4-*fcr*<^^ of the 

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said ft^^r-ir*^^^ District, Indian 1 

has been attached thereto. 

Territory, 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Territory, aforesaid, this !±....S->. 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

d ^ ^ ^ ^ Clerk. 

By...' • Deputy. 

/ ? * ; i ;. i 1 H - *. + ::: X . i- V, ',fi ! 



MARSHAL'S RETURN. 

United States of America, 
Indian Territory, 

< D I S T R I C T * J 

I received this summons this of 

at ...:....:... o'clock m. and served same by copy, as follows: 

Personally on Green McCurtain, at 

This day of , 1903, m. 

A. D., 1903, 

Indian Terr i tory, 

By Deputy. 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

ss 

The President of the United States of America 
T Q t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l f o r t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P. S. Moseiev, G overnor of 

the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upbn him, as Governor of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Qhoctaw and'Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter­

ritory, ajjt\.WB£&^ , hy...XlOr^m^..^..r. / ' S U ^ - ' ^ ^ 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceeding's in the case otVpr^V-Z^^ . ^ . ^ -Z-^^^L-

File No. ..$£....*.."?. in the District Court for the .#^-^£4^6^ District of the 

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said ^ ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ r ^ - * - * ^ - ' . District, Indian Territory, 

has been attached thereto. 

'. • 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judgfes, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Territorv, aforesaid, this ..*&r:....S*.. 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

^i^c^c<i^^.. : > ^ . , . . ^ ^ 

By- • Deputy. 

,, . • _ «, ... 4 • • >' 



MARSHAL'S RETURN. 

United States of America, 
Indian Territory, r 

DISTRICT. j 

I received this summons this- of 

at o'clock m. and served same by copy, as follows: 

Personally on P, S. Moselev, at 

This day of ,1903, '.. m. 

A. D.. 1903, 

Indian Terr i tory, 

By Deputy. 

a 

N 
I ! 
H 

N 

z 
0 

if) 

+0 d> 

JO 

3 

•5 v 
05 
05 

'** no 
05 O^ 
C T—I 

c 

E *-

• 
(0 
4) 
V 
\L 
(f) 

»\ 
CD 
£ 
(A 
L, 
(5 
I 

tr> 

i 

. i— 

£ 
(/} 

m 
i 

i 

% V 

«& 

i 

i 

CD 
I. 

V 

y. 

p 

tf 

i » 

e 

i 
r*̂  Ik. 

•• 

^ 
< 

V 

*fc 



3 rail Jane Reynolds at al. 

Chi ckasaw Hat i on. 

Court No, 47 

Bawes Ho. 275 

Notice of appeal by the Chickasaw Nation was issued by th« 

Clerk of the Court Jan. 4, 189?. 

Original application and other papers fin received from the 

Dawes Commission and filed in the Clerk's office Feb. 3S 1897, 

Bar ah Jane Reynolds and her son, Robert Pottg, admitted to 

citizenship by the Dawes Commission were rejected by the Court, a 

default jud against them being entered of record March 9,1898 

this case has not been appealed to the United Stater, Hupreme 
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i ::! D 2 X. 

Registry receipt 1 

Affidavit of If. H. Lindly 1 

Application to Commisnion 2 

Answer of Chickasaw ITation 4 

Ilarriage License 5 

Marriage certificate 5 

Affidavit of J. I). Price G 

Affidavit of Susan Price 6 

Affidavit of Sarah J. Reynolds 7 

Letter of J. B. Potts to "Dear Sallie" 8 

Letter of •Steal©" to Mrs. Sallie Potts 8 

Judgment of Commission 10 

Judgnant of Commisssion 11 

Judgment of U. s. Court 12 

Judgment of U. S. Court 13 
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BET'ORR THE HONORABLE COMMISSION TO TKB tlV'R CIVILIZED TRIBES 

In t h e i m t t e r of t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r e n r o l l m e n t 

to t h e Chickasaw Hat i o n of Sa rah J a n e 

Reyno lds e t a l 8 

Comes now t h e Chickasaw tfmtlOA by i t s a t t o r n e y s find w i t h o u t 

w a l y i n g any e x c e p t i o n s h e r e t o f o r e t a k e n t o t h e app l i c a t i o n f i l e d 

h e r e i n , and w i t h o u t c o n s e n t i n g t o bu t d e n y i n g t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n of 

H i l l h o n o r a b l e Commission to p a s s upon a q u e s t i o n of c i t i z e n s h i p 

i n t h e Chickasaw TT»:t±«xx T^ lbe o f I n d i a n s , p r e s e n t t h i s , i t s a n s w e r 

to s a i d a p p l i c a t i o n , and r e s p e c t f t l l y r e p r e s e n t s : 

EI?ST: The Chickasaw n a t i o n d e n i e s t h a t any o r t he 

a p p l i c a n t s h e r e i n a r e members of t h e Chickasaw T r i b e of I n d i a n s 

by b l o o d , o r o t h e r w i s e , d e n i e s that, any of them h a r e tT*r en joyed 

t h e r i g h t * and p r i v i l e g e s a c c o r d e d to Chickasaw I n d i a n s , and d e n i e s 

t h a t t h e y a r e e n t i t l e d t o any of s a i d r i g h t s o r p r i v i l e g e s or 

to c i t i a c e n s h i p among s a i d T r i b e of I n d i a n s . 

WH3SRBFOBB, These p r e m i s e s c o n s i d e r e d , t h e Chickasaw 

R a t i o n p r a y s t h i s h o n o r a b l e Commission t o r e j e c t t h e a p p l i c a t i o n of 

t he p l a i n t i f f s for e n r o l l m e n t wonrj t he Chickasaw T r i b e of 

I n d i a n s and w i l l eve r p r a y e t c . 

THE CHICKASAW NATIOtf 

Bar i t s a t t o r n e y s 

9= 



0 k 1 Qka • aw Ha t ion 

Panola (p unty 

To knj Ordained or Itoened Minister of the Rospel 'Having 

tlte care of Soles or judge of the Chickasaw Nation, these are to 

authorize yon t to solemnize the r i tes of of matrimony 

between Mr,John F.Pottof and Mrs.B.J.Lee, "by uniting them in 

marriage in conformance to th taurs of the Chickasaw Nation 

and a due return make of these lleoni to Clerk of the County Court 

of panola county with your endorsement thereon,, 

(livp.n under my h.^v\d ,̂nd official signature on t,Y>j.n P.Î rd dn.̂  of 

July A,T).1880. H.P.Murry Judge and 0n and Prohate Court 

I -do hereby certify that the aboTe is a true and correct copy 

of the original as above shown. Qî en under my hand and 

official signature 1h is 14th day of August 1880 

J.Hyjodfrey 

Clerk P.C.C.1T. 

j yiarfi.yjy certify that the above is a true and correct copy of a 

marriage certificate of John T^ Potts and S.J.Lee 

Griven under my hs nd and seal of office this the 14 day o 

of August,1896 

J.L.Harper clerk, P.C.C.N. 
• 

(SEAL) 

T, H.P.Murry rounty Judge of Panola County, O.N. by virtue of 

the an thority Tested in TB$ >y law and a license for wrriage 

granted by the Judge of said "oanola county Chickasaw Nation, did 

on the 2?>r& day of July 1880 unite in marriage John ?.Potts 

r ' and Mrs.S.J.LeO. 
(j ^ H.P.Jfurrw, Lets countv and Probate 

Judg* nf "Panola Co.C.N. 
11 



J .D.Pr ies of lawful age being duly seotn s ta tes that I am 

personally acquainted with M^S.Sarah «T.x*wxx Reynolds and knew 

her a t the time she was m r r i e d to John "R1. Potts a Chickasaw 

Indian and also know that there waer horn of sais PS r r iage a 

chi ld rjohert Potts p now l i v ing . 

My po3 toff ice addsess i s c^algate, I .T , and I am not 

Interested either- d i rec t ly or i nd i r ec t ly in the resul t of t h i s 

c la im. 

Dated a t coalgate , I .T . th is 81 st ?ey of 

August 1896. 

J . his X mark D.Price. 

witness 
Victor Bey frus T fartin 
Subscribed and sworn to before me th is 31 day of August 1S96, 

H T V Vvrrv, 

J! P . 

My Commission e x p r s 8 0 t h Mch 1899 , 

Susan p r i c e of l a w f u l age b e i n g f i r s t d u l y sworn s t a t e s : I 

am w e l l and p e r s o n a l l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e a p p l i c a n t h e r e i n g s r a p 

«T.Reynolds} and know her t o be t h e p a r t y she r e p r e s e n t s li r s e l f 

to be t o w i t : the f o n a s r w i f e of a. C h i e l » s a w I n d i a n b y t h e name 

of John " P . P o t t s , and know t h a t s h e h a s a c h i l d b o r n of s a i d 

u # i o n by t h e name of Robe r t P o t t s . I am in no way i n t e r e s t e d 

i n t h e r e s u l t of t h i s c l a i m 
My p o s t o f f i c e a d d e s s s I s C 0 * 1 g a t e , I . T . Dated a t 

C o a l g a t e t h i s 51 dey of August 189fi. 
Susan hfir x mark P r i c e . 

V i t n e s s V i e t o r Bey Bus M a r t i n 
S u b s c r i b e d a n d sworn t o b e f o r e me t h i s 51 day of August 1896 c 

H . T . V . P e r r y N.J>. 

S e a l My Horn e x p r s 10 Mch 1899 

IP, 



Sarah J.Peynolds, the applicant herein beinp; f i r s t duly 

sworn s t a t e s : My age is 31 years , T l i r e a t jjoAlester, I ,T , 

That the l e t t e r hereto attached is one received "by me in the 

due course of* mail from Joseph Potts , and his wife rrannie and that 

the said Joseph po t t s is a brother to my former husband maylor 

P o t t s , so often referred to in the said l e t t e r as Taylor, Affiant 

further s t a t e s that she has requested said Joseph Potts to make 

an a f f idavi t d i sc los ing the facts of her .identity as they appear 

from h i s l e t t e r hereto at tached to th i s a f f ian t ; that he has 

refused so to do 

Sarah J.Reynolds 

Sworn and su bsoribed to before me th i s 3rd day of September 1896 

O.J,Watson, 

"Notary Public 

Central d i s t r i c t I . ? , 

Commission expires September 24,1897, 

(SEAL) 
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CJ 

Dear Bai l i e : 

A.a Nannie i s writing I will write you a few 

l i n e s . I haTe not much to wr i t e as „anni« has written you 

ah out a l l . You spoke son* thing about a r i gh t . You hare ius t the 

same right as an Ind ian0 j f I could see you T could t e l l you a 

great deal that I cant write handy, so i f you will d i rec t me to 

whert you are a t T wil l stop and see you as T wi l l he pa s sing up 

through thar soon, T wil l close hoping to hear from yous soon/ 

Yours t ru ly 

J .B. Pot t s 

July 12,lftft5. 

C^lhe^t s t a t i o n , Indian t e r r i t o r y , 

v r s , s a l l i e Pot ts 

Dear ^ is ter in law: 

I take pleasure in answering the l e t t e r 

t *t you wri t ten to us a l l . I was gladder to read a. l e t t e r 

from you than I would ha fe from my own s i s t e r . 5aHie you seem to 

he in great d i s t r e s s , why did you not s t a t e who you were 

staying with or where and Jo would hare come immediately to see yoi 

you. T written to you. l a s t f a l l to know if you would not com^ 

and l i r e will us hut never get an answer. Bailie I 'would l ike to 

see you and your l i t t l e hoy8 You mus t writ e as soon as 2TCt^ got 

th i s and l e t me know where you are staying a t B,nd Joe will come 

and see you and i f you arc* not wirried and wi* to come he ^e, s t a t e 

the f ac t . Sa l l ie j wi l l write soome to you for Mrs.Colline. 

for she is in poor health and perhaps will not feel l ike wri t ing. 

Old Auntie is s t i l l a l ive and is about the same she was wheh you 

were here . The g i r l s are a l l at home and none married. They 

tare one more chi ld , a l i t t l e hoy four years old They was glad 

to hear from you. Sa l l i e Taylor is m ^ried and nas a hoy two 
years old and i s get t ing along rtry poorly, rrie has the most 
se l f i sh or I should hare said hateful woman in the U.S. 

14 



She t r e a t s Mandy l i k e a dog , ^ a u r a f a r e s some b e t t e r 

The c h i l d r e n nearer g e t s t o come t o see us o n l y when w« go t o see; 

them, we go t o s e e them now and t h e n bu t t h e y dont go nowhere 

M o l l i e , t h a t ' s t T a y l o r ' s w i f e , s a y s t h e y a r e too p o o r ; Joe s e n t f o r 

Tay lo r t o come today and i f he comes hs «4 11 show him y o u r 

l e t t e r . I c a n t t e l l what he w i l l h a r e t o say a bout i t . u r o h a b l y 

he w i l l n o t r e a d i t a t a l l . Well I w i l l t e l l you a "bout our own 

l i t t l e f a m i l y which c o n s i s t s of f o u r e w<* h a r e two l i t t l e g i r l s , 

one f o u r y e a r s , the e t h e r seven months o l d . Ve a r e n o t l i v i n g a t 

t h e o l d p l a c e h u t "bought a p l a n e two m i l e s n o r t h o f t h e o l d p l a c e 

which, i s a b o u t one m i l e t o T a y l o r ' s p l a c e . We mo-wed h e r e l a s t 

winter*, have p u t up a new house h u t have no t gat i t - f in i shed , a n d 

we w i l l h a v e a b e a u t i f u l p l a c e h e r e when we g e t e v e r y y t h i n g 

f i x e d u p , which I hope w i l l he "before many y e a r s 

W« h a v e t h e o l d p l a c e r e n t e d o u t ; have e n l a r g e d t h e f a rm. 

have g o t t h r e e f a m i l i e s on i t and a f i n e p r o s p e c t f o r l o t s of 

co rn and c o t t o n / T a y l o r ha s a l s o go t a good c r o p and I hope he 

w i l l make s o m e t h i n g t h i s y e a r , w e l l , X w i l l o l o s e f o r Joe wants 

t o w r i t e some. Hoping t o )t a r from you s o o n , I r e m a i n a s eve> r 

vour s r ^ s n e c t f u l l y , 

"Mamie, 
To t h e Honorab le t h e -nawes 
Commits i o n : 

I r e s p e c t f u l l y i n v i t e your a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t s 

s e t up i n t h e a f f i d a v i t of t h e a p p l i c a n t h e r e t o a t t a c h e d s t a t i n g 
t h a t her f o rmer b r o t h e r i n l a w John P o t t s , a n d s i s t e r of her s a i d 
fo rmer husband N a n n i e , * . o s e nane i s ^ a n n i e C o l l i n s , have b o t h 
r e f u s e d t o make a f f i d a v i t t o t he f a c t of her fo rmer m a r r i a g e t o 
t h e i r b r o t h e r . The p o s t o f T t c e a d d r e s s of s a i d w i t n e s s e s i s 
C o l b e r t I . T and i f t h e Honorab le Commission c o n s i d e r t h a t more 
e v i d e n c e i s n e c e s s a r y we demand t h a t t h e y be sunpoenaed t o a p p e a r 
b e f o r e s a i d commission and g ive t e s t i m o n y i n t h i s c a s e . , 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d . 
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BKPA&TM8&T OF THE INTERIOR 

COMMISSIOH TO THK ;FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES, 

Vlnita, Indian Territory NOT.10,1896 

76 

Jane Reynolds, F i l e d Sep t . 9 ,1896, answer f i l e d 

Jane Reynolds admit ted as sin i n t e r 
a a r r i a d c i t i z e n 

(KG,Randall, r>enison 
T i. ex3,s 

Chickasaw n a t i o n . 

I , H.M.Jacoway J r Sec re t a ry do hereby c e r t i f y 

t h a t Ike aboTe and foregoing i s a t rue &ncl cor rec t copy of 

Chickasaw Record "CM page 14 of the C ovarii ss ion t o the F i r e CiTi l 

ized T r i b e s . 

Giyen under ray hand and o f f i c i a l s i g n a t u r e t h i s the 28 day 

of Jany 1897, 

H.M.Jacoway jr Secretary 

By TT«nry St roup A c t , 

SA 



BBPAITMENT OV THE INTERIOR 

CCMlflSSIOH TO THE FIYB CIVILIZED TRIBES 

Port Smith, Ark:. TTo v. 23 ,1896. 

27 5 

141 et ».l, ^ i led Sept.9,1896, answar f i led 

Sarah Jane Reynolds admitted as an 
intermarried c i t i z en and -nobert 
po t t s h~,r son a i a c i t izen by 

bloodj^Samuel Reynolds and her 
chi ldren by Reynolds denied 
c i t i zensh ip . 

JvT.M.Lindley 
So.McAlester, I.T. 

.I.M.Jacoway j r r;ecr*st»ry rfo Mtra'by cer t i fy that the above 

and foregoing is a true and cor r sc t copy of Chickasaw Record 

"C" page 48 of the Commission to the P I T S Civi l ized 

Tribes 

Given under my hand and o f f i c i a l signature th i s the 

30 day of Jany 1897. 

H.M.Jacoway J r Secretary 

By Henry Stroup Act. 
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Sarah ^ane Reynolds H s i , 
Plaintiff 

ss JUD01Sf#!rt 

Chickasaw Rat ion , 

D»fendant. 

On this 9 da? of „»arch 1596, came on to he heard the 

.̂bove cause upon the substituted pleadings and evidence 

and the defendants appeared by their attorney s.nd announced 

ready for trial, but neither t&« plaintiffs nor their attorneys 

appeared, but wholly made default. thereupon it appearing to th 

court that this appeal -*rom the decision of th* ̂ awes Commission 

had been regularly taken; and after hearing the evidence and 

"being fully advised on the. whole causa, it is considered by the 

court that the applicants herein should take nothing by tkeii" 

suit, but that their application for enrollment in the Chickasaw 

Tribe of Indians should be denied. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ordered, adjudged and decreed 

by the court that the application of the claimants herein to-

wit: Sarah Jane Reynolds, and her son Robert Potts, ba denied, 

and that they be refused citizenship in the Chickasaw Ration 

and that they take nothing by their suit. 

It is further ordered adjudged stnd decreed by the court that the 

defendant, the Chickasaw nation, do have and recover of and from 

the said plaintiffs all their costs in this behalf expended 

and incurred, for which exeout ion may issue, and that this 

judgment be certified to the said Dawes Commission for their 

observance. 

TtlDGE. 



Sarah jane Reynolds, e t - 1 . 

ITo. 1 47 Vs. Judgment, Southern L i s t . March 9, 1898. 

C hi c ka s aw Ua I; i o n. 
* 

On t h i s 9 t h day of March, 1898 care on t o be heard t h e 

above cause upon the s u b s t i t u t e d p l e a d i n g s and evidence and the 

defeandant appeared by t h e i r a t t o r n e y and announced rcdy for t r i a l , 

but n e i t h e r the p l a i n t i f f s nor t h e i r a t t o r n e y s appeared, b u t wholly 

made default . 

t he reupon i t appear ing to the co r t t ha t t h i ap'peal 

from the dec s i on of t h e Dawes Commission had been r e g u l a r l y t aken 

and a f t e r hear ing t h evidence and be ing f u l l y advised on t h e whole 

cause i t in cons i f r ed by t h e ourt that the app l i can t s he re in 

s hould t ace not hing by t he i r s u i t , but t hat the i r appl ica t i o n fo r 

enrollment i n the Chickasaw T^i"be of Indians should "he denied , 

I t i s t he r e fo re o rdered , adjudged and decreed by the court t h a t t h e 

a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e p l a i n t i f f s it r e i n , t o - w i t : 

Sarah Jane Reynolds, and her son Hob er t P o t t s , be den ied , 

and t h a t they be recused c i t i z e n s ip i n t he Chickasaw n a t i o n , and 

tha t t hey take noth ing by t h e i r s u i t . I t i s f u r t he r ordered , adjudged 

and dcreed by the cortr t , t h a t t TE defendant , t he Chickasaw -^ation 

do >ave and recover f -lie s a i d p l a i n t i f f s a l l t h e i r cos t s i n t h i s 

behal f expended and incur red , fo r which exceu t ion may i s s u e , and t l a t 

t h i s judgment foe c e r t i f i e d to t h e Dawes Commission f o r t h e i r observance. 

A 



p> 

c . 

\ x-.. 

' 

C 

' -

. 

-

• 

rv 

>5j 

-

vy 



South McAlester , Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , June 2 2 , 1903. 

Sarah Jane Reynolds, e t a l , 

v s . T. Ho. 105. southern D i s t r i c t Ho. 47 

Chickasaw Nat ion. 

LETTER OP INSTRUCTIONS. 

TO 

The o f f i c e f i l e s of the papers in t h i s 

case are he rewi th d e l i v e r e d and you are d i r e c t e d to 

make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n the reof a long the l i n e s i n d i ­

ca t ed in t h i s l e t t e r and to r e t u r n the safre t oge the r 

w i t h your w r i t t e n r e p o r t and e x h i b i t s atta&i ed t h e r e t o 

a t the e a r l i e s t p r a c t i c a b l e d a t e . 

The p a r t i e s included in the p e t i t i o n for 

wr i t of e r r o r to the Choctaw and Chickasaw C i t i z e n s h i p 

Court a t e s a r a h Jane Reynolds, Robert P o t t s , Mary E. 

Reynolds, Char les S. Reynolds., Anna Laura Reynolds 

and S. D. Reynolds. I t appears t h a t a l l of t h e 

above named p e r s o n s , under t he Act of Congress 

approved June 10, 1896 f i l e d with the Commissi on 

to the P i l e C i v i l i z e d Tribe s a p e t i t i o n for a dmiss ion 

as c i t i z e n s of the Chickasaw Nat ion under t he t i t l e 

of Sarah Jane Reynolds, e t a l v s . Chickasaw Nat ion. 

T}© p e t i t i o n in t h i s case a l l e g e s t h a t the p r i n c i p a l 

a r m H r t a ^ t Q«voV, Tavia T?o^^^i^„ n w h i t e woman. Was -6*1 / " 



July, 1880 married to John T. Potts, an alleged 

Chickasaw Indian "by "blood, "by whom she had one son, 

namely Robert 0. Potts, who appears as one of the 

applicants in this cause. That after the "birth of 

this child Sarah Jane Reynolds was divorced from her 

Chickasaw husband, and on November 23, 1885 was 

married to Samuel D. Reynolds, a white man, and one 

of the applicants herein; that by this second mar­

riage there was "born three children, Mary E. Reynolds, 

Charles S, Reynolds and Anna Laura Reynolds, who are 

also parties applicant in the original petition. 

This case appears upon the docket of the Dawes Com­

mission as Chickasaw case number 275, and on November 

23, 1896 the Commission rendered a decision, which 

is in words as follows: "Sarah Jane Reynolds admitted 

as an intermarried citizen, and Robert Potts, her 

son as a citizen by blood; Samuel Reynolds, and her 

children by Reynolds denied citizenship". Prom this 

decision of the Cmmmission an appeal was taken by the 

Chickasaw Nation to the United States Court for the 

Southern District of the Indian Territory January 4, 

1897 as to Sarah Jane Reynolds and Robert Potts. The 

original application and papers in the case were filed 

in the Clerks office for the Southern District on 

February 11, 1897. On March 9, 1898 a judgment was 

rendered by the United States Court for the Southern 

District of the Indian Territory reversing the decis­

ion of the Commission as to Sarah J* Reynolds and her 

son Robert 0. Potts, and denying and refusing their 



petition for enrollment as citizens of the Chickasaw 

Hation. It would therefor appear that the only two 

persons in this case who would come within the juris­

diction of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship 

6ourt are Sarah Jane Reynolds and her son Hohert 

Potts^ on appeal from an adverse decision of the 

United States Court for the Southern District of the 

Indian Territory. The other persons petitionedin the 

petition for writ of error according to this judgment 

were never "before the United States Court, and the 

judgment of the Dawes Commission under the act of 

June 10, 1896 is apparently final as to these appli­

cants. 

There is also found in the copiesof the 

papers in this case a judgment of the Dav/es Commission 

in Chickasaw citizenship case number 76, entitled 

Jane Reynolds vs. Chickasaw Hat ion. In this case 

on November 10, 1896 the Commission render a judg­

ment as follows: "Jane Reynolds admitted as an 

intermarried citizen". Prom this decision an appeal 

was talcen "by the Chickasaw Nation to the United 

Court for the Southern District of the Indian Terri­

tory, and the original papers were apparently 

transferred from the Commissi on and filedin the Clerks 

office for the Southern District February 3, 1897. 

It does not appear however that the original papers 

in this case are on file in that office, nor has 

this case ever "been disposed of "by that Court. 
docker 

The latest entry on the rooord under date of March 



10, 1898 i s "con t inued" . 

You a re d i r e c t e d to obta in from the 
0 staT&fte"? of 

Commission to the Five C i v i l i z e d Tribes.who v/ere the 

p a r t i e s app l i can t in the case of Jane Reynolds vs» 

Chickasaw Nat ion , 1896 Chickasaw case number 76, and 

a l s o a s c e r t a i n fnjfai the Clerk of the United S t a t e s 

Court for t he Southern D i s t r i c t of the Ind ian T e r r i ­

to ry i f t h e case of Jane Reynolds v s . Chickasaw Na­

t i o n , c i t i z e n s h i p docket number 49 has ever been dis­

posed of lay t h a t Cour t . 

In the case of Sarah Jane Reynolds, e t a l . 

before the C i t i z e n s h i p Court , t he ques t ion i s appar­

e n t l y one of law, and you w i l l take necessa ry s t eps 

to a s c e r t a i n the fol lowing f ac t s in the case : 

FIRST: Was John T. P o t t s a Chickasaw Indian 

by b lood . 

S3C0HD: Was t h e marriage of John T. P o t t s and 

Sarah Jane Reynolds of Ju ly 1880 in accordance 

wi th the t r i b a l laws of the Chickasaw Hat ion . 

THIRD: The cause of the s e p e r a t i o n and d i ­

vorce of John T. P o t t s and the a p p l i c a n t sarah Jane 

Reynolds. ' 

POURTH: Who app l i ed for and ob ta in the divorce 

r e f e r r e d t o . ( 



It is more than prohahle that the Chickasaw 

Indian referred to as JohN. T. Potts is now living 

as the record would indicate that since his marriage 

and seperation with the applicant Sarah Jane Reynolds 

he has remarried. You will procure from this man 

Potts an affidscit relative to his marriage to the 

applicant Sarah jane Reynolds, whether such marriage 

was in accordance with the laws of the Chickasaw 

Hat ion; how long they lived together, and the cause 

for the seperation and divorce. 

Yours very truly, 



h £ 4 K
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Indian 'Zorriz'-iry, ,,'-... 

Ch i ctea saw jfat ion . 

On t h i s ia;v pe r sona l ly i i *•? I before iae, t he unders igned authority 

J. S. Wil l iams, who* being h/. me duly sworaf on oath s t a t e s t h a t ho 

i s I9tyear*'-? of ag#, of Bound mind ana s tenographer TOT Thoi - & 
Horch, 

>wnj t h a t he lid, on the t2th day of ^raSsaooogi, X903f ad re to 

Leldf MeMurray & Cornish, a t t o r n e y s for the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

.•iPtion?, a copy of the foregoing p e t i t i o n of Sarah Jane Reynolds, 

i n s t t he \Jhoctaw and (3hiekasi*W i fa t ioas , and t h a t he sealed s a l 

. t t e r^ con ta in ing sa id copy, so addressed, r^nd p rope r ly s taaed some 

I placed i t in the pos t o f f iee a t Ardraore,' Indian t e r r i t o r y , on ; ' 

sa in lath day of riareh, X903. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me t h i s I2 th da of March. 19 

"jib t ary Pub 1 i 5 f 

file:///Jhoctaw

