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South I oAle s t e r , Ind ian Tor Htorjr f December 9 t I 

?;r. .T. B« S h e r r a r e , 

c/o Choeti .'. CjiickciB^v/ C i t i z e n s h i p Court f 

C i t y . 

Dear Sir3 

The.purpose of t i n a l e t t e r i s 10 r e q u e s t tha t yoi make a 

y of the test imony of John Sk&ggftj which was l iken before 

Judge S airer a t the home o. John Sxa. ^s on December 5:t 3903, 

in the oaee of John Skaggs vs Choetae una Chiekaeai l o n e , 

#90 of the South MoAleeter Jt« 

Pie se fui pj t the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e t ime , 

rviceii a : yo T h i l l . 

Vi ry r e s p e c t f u l l y j 



SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

Vss 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P. S. Moseley, Governor of 

the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Governor of said Nation a complaint in -Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Tef-

rr*..*?*&*jfi?.. 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot ^ > ?*^?^ -*^ - , - ' i » ^ Z ^ • ^ r ^ ^ k ^ 

File No. / .3. in the District Court for the ...L^^r^^r^^rrr. District of the 

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said .iLf^f&frt+^rr^ff^mm District, Indian Territory, 

has been attached thereto. 

\ ' 

/> 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Territory, aforesaid, this „/.....W.. 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

^4%^^ ^ ^ j * ^ 

By Deputy. 

i , - . • - : 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

^ss 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , N o r t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 
.. . 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of 

the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter-

ritorv, at M£&£j&&>m£^ , by 0*^4* J?£ 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Principal Chief aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot ^^y^'^^^T" *T^Tr./^ff~**fc? 

File No. / s3 in the District Court for the ...Q^f^^^l^^T.. District of the 

Indian Terr i tory , has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said 4-*^r^it-<^<r<*^-<V-f. District, Indian Terr i tory, 

has been attached thereto. 

SS V 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Foote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Terr i tory , aforesaid, this ..£r?..^. 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

^ * £ £ * £ ^ ^..^<1^ 

By Deputy. 
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— : IK THE CHOCTAW AS* CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT :« 

oOo 

John Sfcaggs, Plaintiff, 

VS. 

Choctaw Nation, Defendant. 

P E T I T I O K 

Now comes the petitioner, John Skagg$ applicant for citizenship 

in said cause, and respectfully shows to the Court: 

That on the 9th day of September, 1896, and within the time 

prescribed "by the Act of Congress, approved June 10, 1896, conferring 

jurisdiction in citizenship cases upon the Commission to the Jive 

Civilized Tribes, petitioner herein filed his application with the said 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes for citizenship and membership 

in the Choctaw Tribe of Indians. That in due course of time said 

Commission heard said application and admitted the claim of petitioner 

herein to citizenship in the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, and that on the 

3rd day of December, 1896, the Commission to the live Civilized Tribes 

duly mailed to the said John Skaggs notice, that his claim to citizenship 

in the Choctaw Tribe of Indians had been rejected and denied. 

That hereafter, and in persuanc* of the notice of denial of 

citizenship, and within the time prescribed by law, petitioner herein 

appealed from the decision of the Commission to the irive Civilized. Tribes 

to the United States Court of the Central District atc'outh McAlester: 

said petition being styled in said Court "John Skaggs, vs. Choctaw 

Nation, Ho. 13% and that said appeal was taken because of the 

erroneous notice notifying petitioner that his claim had been denied. 

That thereafter, in said United. States Court of the Central 

District, at South McAlester, a full, complete and final trial was had 

of claim of petitioner herein to citizenship in the Choctaw ITation: 

and by the judgement and decree of said Court, entered on the 24th day 

of August, 1897, petitioner herein was adjudged to be a citizen of the 



(2) 

Choctaw Nation, thereby confirming the decision of the Commission to 

the Pive Civilised Tribes, rendered on Dec, 5, 1896, admitting said 

Skagga to Citizenship in said Nation, and that petitioner herein from 

and after said date has been entitled to have his name enrolled on 

the official and final citizenship roll of the Choctaw Nation by said 

Commission to the live Civilized Tribes. 

Petitioners further show that, by its Judgement rendered on 

the l?th day of December, 1902, in a cause styled, "The Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Nation* or Tribes of Indians Plaintiffs, vs. J. T. Riddle, 

et al, Defendants*, this court adjudged and decreed all the judgements 

and decisions of the United States Courts in the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Nations, admitting persons to citizenship and enrollment as citizens of 

said Nations upon appeal from the Commission to the Five Civilized 

Tribes, to be null and void, both as to defendants named in said 

cause and all other persons claiming citizenship in the Ohoctaw or 

Chickasaw Nations by virtue of judgements rendered in the United 

States Courts for the Southern and Central Districts of the Indian 

Territory, under the Act of June 10, 1396. 

Your petitioner states that he was not a party to said 

cause of .the "Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, or Tribes of Indians, 

Plaintiffs, vs. J. T. Riddle, et al, Defendants", and are not bound by 

the judgement rendered therein, and that this Court had no power or 

jurisdiction, under the pleadings and evidence in said cause, to set 

aside or vacate the judgement of the United States Court for the Central 

District of the Indian Territory, or the decision of the Commission 

to the Five Civilized Tribes, render^Dec. 3, 1896, admitting petition­

er to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation; and that said judgements of said 

United States Court for the Central District of the Indian Territory 

and of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, rendered Dec. 3, 1896 

are still in full force and effect. 



(3) 

But petitioner states that, in as much as this Court has entered 

its judgement and decree setting aside all the judgements of 

said United States Courts for the Southern and Central/ Districts 

of the Indian Territory, wherein parties not specially maae parties 

thereto, but who are similiarly situated to the Defendants specially 

named in said suit of MTh* Choctaw and Chickasaw f##tf## Hations, or 

Tribes of Indians, Plaintiffs, vs. J. T. Riddle, et al, Defendants", 

and the said United States Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes is 

denying and will continue to deny the right of petitioner herein to be 

enrolled as a member of said tribe of Indians, unless the files and 

proceedings in said cause Uo. 15, styled "John 3kagg», vs. Choctaw 

HationM, in said United States Court for the Central District of the 

Indian Territory, at South McAlester, and the files s^nd proceedings 

of the Commission to the Vive Civilised Tribes in saxd cause, "be cer-

tifiod and selfr to this Court for further proceedings herein, arid unless 

this Court should, by its decree, finally determine and adjudge said 

petitioner to be a citizen and member of said Choctaw ITation, said Com­

mission will refuse to enroll him as such citizen. 

HOW X H U P Q U , said petitioner, still insisting upon his 

rights as a member of said tribe and the validity and tinalityof said 

judgement of the United States Court for the Central District of the 

Indian Territory, and the judgement of the Commission to the tfive 

Civilized Tribes, rendQi*®d Dec. 5, 1896, admitting him to citizenship, 

and without waiving any of the rights adjudged and decreed to belong 

to him and conferred upon him loy law under and hy virtue of said 

judgement of the United States Court for the Central District of the 

Indian Territory and the judgement of the Commission of the Five 

Civilized Tribes, rendered Dec. 3, 1896, said petitioner most respect­

fully prays that an order be made, in the nature of a writ of error or 

otherwise, directing the Clerk of the United States Court for the 

Central District of the Indian Territory, at South McAlester to 



(4) 

certify and deliver to this Court all files, papers, documents, 

evidence and proceedings had in said cause "Ho. 13, John Skaggs, vs. 

Choctaw Ration", heretofore, pending in the United States Court at 

South McAlester; and that all proper and necessary writs, citations 

and otherwise be issued oy the Clerk of this court for service upon the 

Principal Chiel of the (Jhoctaw Hat ion and the Governor of*\;£he ijĵ ickasaw 

lotion, in J&T that *id cau*. may oe fully and caapletajj tr^nsf.rr.d 

and #$## Lodged with this court p6? all proper and lawfuX proceedings 

• HP <9 ^ ^3 • it 

X \ 
i 

Attorney for Petitioner. 
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XH THE CB0OTAW AJO) CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT SITTIHG AT 
SOUTH MoAI^PJftR! IKDIAti tITORY, NOVEMKRR TERM, 

1 9 0 3 

John Gk&ggBf 

vs, :*To,90, 

Choctaw & Chickasaw Nations, 

3D » M U H ft . 

Cone th# Choctaw and Chickasaw HaiieriS, h t3fl«14| 

MoMum Cornish, t h e i r a t t o r n e y s , and Demur to the 

p e t i t i o n or a p p l i c a t i o n of fcha p l a i n t i f f for c i t i z e n s h i p hy 

i n t e r m a r r i a g e of the Choctaw or Chickasaw Nation and in nvp* 

por t ft such, co' u r r e r s t a t e t h a t the Mm* does not se t 

forth, f a c t s s u f f i c i e n t , i f t r u e , to war ran t t h i s T ronorahle 

Court in admi t t ing h i s to such c i t i z e n s h i p hy i n t e rmar r i age 

in the Choctaw or Chickasaw Fat i o n s . 

XATXOX, 

TK> CHICKASAW HAflOX, 

BY__ 
Is Attorheys« 

Intf. :l an T e r r 1 fc o rj'- • 
Cen t ra l d i s t r i c t . 

.•Xven Cemish On oa th s t a t e s t h a t a eojo- of th« ahove 
has t h i s day been n a i l e d to Eugene Kaston the a t t o r n e y o r 

record ©f tne a p p l l e a n t here in* 

SUDS or 1 "bed . .. mo t h i s day of Horew[b«r 1903, 

" feoVdry WW IS • 



Jbhn.SkagKs, Plaintif-r. 
vs C&ura j-Chdiu.̂ : in 

Chootaw •••- Chieaaa* JfationaDafta, ***• Gitiaanafcip Oourt at 

-^ SafrttuMoAlaatar I Tt 
To ^he Hon^Citifcan^hip O o u » l £ / ^ 

ic-^ ^^^eftlTt^ner John Sfcagpa p l a i n t i f f in 

the above style" cause,respectfully asks that vour Honors set a da* 

and date to take this Petitioners tostinonoy in the above case,and 

that the gaaa ha taken at the residence of said Plaintiff.ffcat the 

t e s t i mony of Plaint if--' is material ,that he seeks ,and has been 

admitted as a monf er o f the Choota* t r ibe of Indians by virtue of hi 

his marria,p*a with and to a waptn of bath Ohoota^ and Chicasaw 

blood,that ha waa legally married to said wonan under and in accor­

dance with f.h- la^?s of tha aaid Nation at t hada t f o* said marriage 

that Plaintiff will taatify that he has lived in the Choetaw and 

Ghioaaaw Hationa *or tha past years net and that ha has held ad 

and occupied land ,vote^ in tha t r iba l elections ,and served on th* 

juries in the Choctaw Ootirta3hat the above facts are material to 

the issues in said case ,That is is impossible for this Plaintiff 

to appaar bafora tha Oourt at South-MoAlaatar ,aa he is norr sick , 

and unable to leave h i | bad ,that he has been sick and confined to 

his bed for the past month .Plaintiff further states that he can 

ve the subasanca of the above set out facts by one Jack fright 

reside in Kia/netia County »ataw Nation about 5 nil.es from 

pla int i f fs home,that ha has baan inforaad that said Wiight would 

nd t leave h me to a t t end Oourt on account of iha sickness of his 

wffe. ,and p l f f asks that said wriphta evidence bf take- at the sa 

tima and place. Uharafore Plf* pray a that an a&rly date be na:ied for 

tha taking of said testimony that just ice nay be done in the percises. 

Subscribed ami svom to 'mmiyme th is /j day of Naf h H 190? 

h t raa C*>j*w or tha abora application has haan sand to WeMurray-ManB- ^ 
field h ComiahDofondanta Attorneys of P^oord. 7&* J^vV~ 7f*$ ^L**~<%^| 

http://nil.es


Jhhn Skagga Plaintiff * / 
ys Affidavit of Dr f >T John 

Choctaw y' rfhieaaan ffationj Pefts, 

I ' N John on oath atate that I In i Pratt if ing ftiytioian ,and that 

In gaol capacity I an attending on the Plaintiff John Skag**a ,and 

hflfi been attending on hi > for the past onths that I kn 

of ay own personal- knowledge that said John Skaggs is now B nfin( 

t o l u ^ b , no1 is totally unable to make the t r ip to South-Mo Ales* 

ier or E to leave his noora to testify in this case. Ihat I *iye 

i t as myxagpixiai oivi it said Skagffl will not vc^-^- hi;i 

diss -iDtm- / ] I fmd that he la « uall; 

or each day2ri1 ; may l iv • longer fivtt 

fern his • i is ease i t 3 at all 

piobable lf£t he w i l l live any p t a t length o^ t ine. 

Subscribed an^ sworn to this rpMa?? **** D ^'rjr 
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IK 7KP CHOCTAW ATrn CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT SITTIJB AT BOOTH 
McALESTER, XXB1AX TERRITORY, NOVEMBER DERM 1 9 0 3 . 

November 2 1 , 1 9 0 3 . 

John s t a f f * I e t a l . , 

Choctaw and Chickasaw N a t i o n s . 

A l l Judges p r e s e n t . 
Eugene E a s t o n f o r t h e p l a i n t i f f s . 
M a n s f i e l d , KcMurray & C o r n i s h for- t h e d e f e n d a n t s . 

T h i s cause coming on t o he hea rd t h e f o l l o w i n g p r o c e e d i n g s 
were h a d . 

Mr. E a s t o n : 

I Lave an a p p l i c a t i o n t o t a k e t e s t imony i n t h e c a s e , 
s t a l l I read i t . 

Judge Adams: 

Yes , b l r . 

sVi E a s t o n . 

Reads n o t i o n , 

Mr. t r a n s : " ! e l d : 

M 
Bs« h s s e t s out - in f a c t s - w e d o n ' t 3 e t h e r 

- i e c o u r t would v/ant bo it ear t h a t c r n o t . I I ' o n ' t knov.1 "1 e t h e r 
t h a t would be c o m p e t e n t ; we u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e nan .is s i c k 
so f a r as t h a t i s conce rned v/e do no t *vant t o e n t <ar a f o m a l 
o b j e c t i o n . I c a l l thS c o u r t ' s a t t e n t i o n to t h i s . He d o n ' t 
r e a l l y s e t ou t i n h i s a p p l i c a t i o n t h a t h i want s to p rove 
f a c t s ( t a t a r e m a t e r i a l t h a t h i w a n t s to prov^ h y &im. 

J u d g e Adams: 

Where is his residence. 

Mr. Easton: 

Ten miles South of Antlers. 

Judge A> arris: 

Bwpposlfl ; WS t a k e h i . , t e s t imony a week from t o - d a y , t h s $ 8 t h . 
Take t h s t e s t i -^iny of W i g h t and S k a g g s . 

Mr. E a s t o n . 

I want to introduce the matt lag e license of John Ikagge to 
Pa:nlie Moore. 



« o„ 

,Tr. Eas t on: 

Nov/ the a f f i d a v i t of G. "'. Colher t v;ho i s dead. 

The JudgMtttt of the Dawes Co mis s ion making him a c i t i z e n "by 
t l l t t l HHI I T i f t i 

The Judi-ermet of (h i D i s t r i c t Court a t South McAlester. 

Th I J \xd gnent of tl 1. e Supr e e c o ur t . 

Mr, Mansf ie ld: 

We w i l l ask t h a t the record shov/ the sane ob jec t ions s ta ted 
in o ther cases to the documentary evidence o f fe red . 
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J A 

would ainly not >e aifficiaat, A is our Tic . 

We taj b I . viat of i t , your honor; fe - ve ioore 
iesULiorr t \ ! ih aava wo have, v'c h&vo gpt the a 

b af ou" i oea o L. . aa a i t baw, 
fcjtr8.t»0*^ 

&i I UH Lera ., :b&: . ;' tho only oral 
avides e 01 . .'• *f< o b ia court ia tha oral evidence 

t hi tself, 

1 r. Easterns 
; the affidavit of] a OelberiU 

Mr, Cornia .: 
d , i b tt etftdaaca ia aot caapet#iAa 

Jud ;e Weavert 

, ' Lbe rt ia i ead ? 
.t oyxoaaaa-; I, . -- ' . t*har® proof . , 

a ' . i'hlOO* .: 

... dr i it* iia the fccaggfa testimony I think. I have 
ivar received a eopy of tha* testimojiy, 

Judge Weaver* 
I maile* h..t testimony bo you La a*y owa band Judge Eaatoa. 

..,. Eastoau 
I t may have reached m t ic< been mislaid, 

,,.r. hoa'toa: 

to 
IJB war to Mr, I :. •'• i • terf we hi re bha 

^stiî orry of Mr, . . . . ".: info mat ioa waa derived from 
b 
d m 
ily 

of this testimo ,- b a oitiaea. It i i b e : ily way 
I • . t I u C012 0 0 0010011. 

Jud$a Heaven 

r 
by the Dawes Oonmiaaioa a certified eepy 
the O&wea Oonmii&jsioa would be evidence to fchia court— it would 
be coia_wotOi.it ovidenoe. 

; i • C» U 0 i. A 01 *i l a . 

It would be such evidence which if aot ratatted would be 
oonclusive, 

Mr* Barton: 
I .'• . i ' 0 twice >f tha Dawea temiaaioa cer t i f i -

c&tea of the re jiBtratioa of people mid fehey hava oyein- time 
refused i t . 

saver: 
Other peej . ,vo get th*a« 

http://coia_wotOi.it


m»&m 

Mr. lastc .: 
I Kstre writ tan twica to I r, Bixby* 

Judge . or: 
at daoidi&g any thing about tha oaaa, I wiah t fca 

i this court la juat an anxious - - da adaittad to 
citisaaship #10 are a&tiilad to i t aa .• . 1 have paopla 
rafUaad who o.n not ant to it* An3 I an. cpjt in" tins 
oaaa i : 111 LT§ ; • • rtunit from 

> GoMaiaaiott and pr< • • to Una court a oartific&ta of 
tha a&roll&s&t of one or mora of the brothara of bha Lata Mitt* 
Ska ..,,3. 

Mr* Hoy ton: 
I will gat id filo i t horo with fcfaa paptra, 

Mr. Omiiahi 
I ' ._„,..., *] t . r viaw woul ba that i t will .. -

onl;: ba noco-oaiy to fiia snt of i c *taia 
ba OJ e ayidenoa ahc\ . .t the 

. • y)i: the cartificate .... . rothar of 

• .-.:: 
I will aak for a sub 1 for one . • .; thia 

-.. La " o , V'bb, i - i s 000-
ahle. 

JUQ. p Weeran 
YOB s i r , da court a ia t vo ail »h« evidence 

passible on Sot . ..00. 

Jud 0 . ,r: 
The . , ,,....0 . La left Gpem until • 9 27th« 



- J /W / 

John Ska;Ts, et al, 
—ve— Bo, 90. 

The Rations, 

March 1, 1904. 

Present and presiding the Hone, falter L. Weaver and Henry 
f. Foot*, Associate judges of »«id Court, 

Appearances; 
Eugpne Easton, for PlaintiffB, 
Mansfield, lieMurray and Cornish, for Defendants* 

This day t] it cause cowing on further to he heard, the 
following proceeding were bad to-v.it; 

— o — 

L. 6, Moore, 

a witness called on behalf of the Plaintiffs, after being 
Icily swom, testified as follows; 

Mr, Eastonj 
' ,- lir, Moore, give your nan and place of residence to the 

A , -

ii. . ** 

Q , -

A . -

^i • "* 

A . * 

Q . -

A . ~ 

i , . -

A . -

••• i % "* 

A.-

f \ -

A.-

1 

steno prapher. 

I live at r t e r r e t t , Choctaw Mat ion, 

'four name now, please. 

L.G.Moore, 

I t i t Lendel Gable Moon? 

Yesi s i r . 

what i s your citizenship? 

Chickasaw. 

I'OU are a member of the Chi okas «* Tribe of Indians? 

Yes« oir . 

Were you born and raised in th is country? 

Ho, s i r , born and raised in i i s s i s s ipp i . 

How long since you have been in Mississippi? 

oince 66. 

You are a record zed member of the t r ibe? 

Yes, s i r . 



f\~ ^i4 /ou know the Plaintiff in this cane? John SkaggsT 

' , - 1 utred to kno* him, I t has been 20 or 25 years arp 

elllO« i 1MB the ECOT&, man. 

'•.- Btate winetlier you ever bad a s i s t e r named Fannie Moore? 

A#* Yes, a i r , 

. - ID 0 4l(J shi marry? 

A,- Flic married 8kag££, 

. - John £k&£££? 

l#* Tot, HLr. 

r,.- Do 2/012 know about when? 

A.- ^t bar been tontthij 5 about 30 years a p ; I cannot t e l l 

the date, hut i t has been about 30 years a#>. 

Jueke Foots j 

Q#- Did you s ta ts where die married him? 

Av> Down about Goo 11 and, about three mi lee east of old Good-

la::-4, and a l i t t l e west of the now Goo 11 and, 

Mr, gas ton; 
, , - In the Choctaw Nation? 

A.- Ye-, rir« 

Q#*» fto you know whether tbey lived t o o t h e r si husband and 

wife? 

!U* YOB, air, until she died, 

Q#- How Ion-? has ihi been dead? 

K.- Veil, I sould not t e l l you, 

Q#* But you- do know that they lived too the r? 

A,- t*i'i air , unti l she died; a t that t in t she w-s l iving 

With my l i s tsar nnd. l ied there of oorasumption. 

«'.;.- #r„ koore, arc you related in .any way with any of the 

Choctaw People* 

A.- 1 hive son* connection with rome that Hot are part Choc­

taw, the Colberts; they are part Choctaw and Chickasaw. 



Q.~ Ohiolc*5ftWfl and Choc taws? 

fct* Yep,, rir. 

Q.- that relation do you bear to 'them. 

A.- A half s la ter of ny mother married a Choctaw mm named 

Colbert, 

Q- Ska ga and your Bister were married in the Choctaw Mation? 

A,- Tee* l l r« 

Q,- They lived in the Choctaw Nation roat of the tioie? 

. - Yes, s i r i up oloM to Cale, a while before aha Ued| 1 

don't know how many years. A year or two. 

, - J r . Moore, here 1B a cer t i f ica te - -

A.- I cannot read without fltbeut s$ Ipeea* 

Mr* Eaaton reals cer t i f ica te of enrollment of L.C.Moore, 

• . - Are you the person mtmd there? 

ft.- ^es, air and i h ;/e filed on aiy land. 

• . - You are the person mmd in thia cert i f icate? 

A.- feei air* 

' , .- H l l you s ta te how you eltiso your Chickasaw Bleed? 

A.- Throuii i.y mother, 

Q.- Your aether W .s a Chickasaw Indian? 

I . - feei si r . by M oo d. 

1 r o s a E I a m i n a t i o n . .,' 

Mr. CornLh; 

. - Are you related in any vray to the Moorea l iving in the 

neihnorhood of Stnrret t ; of Jon. Q, 14>ore? 

A.- he i i a cousin of mine. 

Q.- Of ^rvey Moore? 

A.- he ifl a cousin cf mine. 

• ~ how --ire they cousins of yours? 



'":.- (Con) You say your father i s a white son? 

i0m x;,ere father was. 

Q.- Fbtl olai HfrUT blodd fchrou.^i your mother? 

A.- *ce, s i r . 

Q.- Wit1., rhat foaily wan your aother oonneoticl^ 

A.- Ker n® a waa Mitchell, She is related to Jim Colbert and 

al l the Colberts. 

Q.~ Arc you related to Sol Lo e (or bove) 

,.- Coueii.. 

. - . -,i VOJ ire related to these Moores thro ^ your aether 's 

•:;i'!e? 

A.- Yen, pi r . 

Judge Foote; 
' , - You said that your s is ter was married to th i s man 

Skaggpi you kftov how? 

A.- I did not r>ee them married. 
Mr. Oornish; 

. - You nay that your Bister m& Ski^gs were Berried in the 

Choctaw Nation, near 'Joodland, about Thirty years ago. 

A.- Tea, s i r . 

Q.- Where were you l iving at the time of the marriage? 

A.- My aotiier nod s i s t e r ware l iving tow there. 

. - Md you were l iving in the Chickasaw Nation, were you? 

A#» I had DO hem at that time, I was single. 

{ . - YQU Hare not married then? 

A,- ho, n i r . 

Q.- How long did your s i s t e r live after she was married to 

Bkftggp? 

A.- three or four years. 

' . - Do you blow how the marriage was comsumated? 

A.- No, s i r , 

•.,- You were not present? 



A,- No, air« 

Q,- Have you any knowledge ag to whether or not the Choctaw 

La*' Waa connliei with, in reference to the marriage of 

a white ma to an Indian? 

A.- No, nir# 

: . - You hat* no knowledge on that point? 

A,- No, nir . 

! . - Either from your g#lf or others? 

A.- No, nir . 

C#- Bhifl rnn SicasHB, ahere was he l iving when you las t knew 

hi if 

A.- B* Win l iving out in the Chickas-w Nation on a Greek they 

Ball fiv-jir Creek; I never have heard from hit*. 

; . - | ere waa he l iv ing when you l a s t h*ard .from hint 

A.- Dovni on ft Creek about ten or twelve Miles from the 

Princo Eailroad. 

H. - On rt Loh aide of the railroad? 

l t « Urn east t ide , 
r . - la he living or dead new? 

A.* Thin rentlemen Bay a that he is dead. 

Q,- jjo yew know personally? 

,.- Be| air* 

Q.- Did he nwaarry? A#~ Yea* s i r . Q,- Who? 

A,- 1 don't know, I heard he did. 

Q,- What ether brothers have you that are r e c o i l ted in the 

Choctaw Ration? 

A,- Luke Moore aid Joe Moore, 

C - They ' re children of your own mother? 

A,- Yes, air , 

(;.- Didn't I have you ai a witness a t Atoka, three or four 

a 



f\ « ** * e •• 3 « 3 JL * d 

Jud^e Footej 

Q#- Your t i t t e r was a Chickanaw? 

A.- fo»i r i r . 

Judf̂ e >'eaver; 

Q.~ But you say there was same CheetaW Blooi in her? 

A.- No, s i r . 

Ltneee excused. 

Ib% Eos tea j 

That i s t f oapje. 

Iff, Cornieh; 

I think that the evidence introduced is sufficient to 

enable &e Qou] t bo Li belli '('^'-lj deciic Hie case, then i t 

i t *4$ohed aiid we win offer no farther evident*, If we 

re any yiewt to fi;ir.i ,i , we t i l l -do no in writing 

I ftaiiah the other tide a copy. 

— «to •• «• 



In t h e Choctaw and Chickasaw C i t i z e n s h i p Cour t , s i t t i n g a t South 

IteA 1 e01er , in t h e Cea t r a l D i s t r i c t of th© 1 ndian 7e r r j tory p 

Harch Term, 1904. 

John Skaggs, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 

Mo. 90. 

DECREE OP COURT. 

Cn t h i s 28th day of Jlarch, 19C4, t h i s cause Doming on for 

f i n a l d e c i s i o n , th* sar^e having h e r e t o f o r e been submit ted upon 

the lav. and the evidence , and the Court being well and suf H e l e n t -

l y advised i n the p remises , doth f ind t h a t the p l a i n t i f f , 

John Bkftggf>| i s e n t i t l e d to be deemed a c i t i z e n 0;_ i n t e r m a r r i a g e 

of t he Choctaw Nat ion , and t o enrollment as such, ana to a l l the 

r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and immuni t ies , pe r sona l t o himself , which 

f low the re f ro r i . 

12 IS tWOXSSKim OrOXhihD, ADJUPGED AnX I), CllHlhl) t h a t t h e 

p l a i n t i f f , John flOcaggf), i s e n t i t l e d t o be deeded a c i t i z e n oy 

i n t e r m a r r i a g e of the Choetav n a t i o n , ana t o enrollment as such 

c i t i z e n , Had t o a l l the r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and immunit ies , 

persona l t o h imself , whieh. flow the r of rem. 

Chief Judge . 

Assoc ia t e Judge. 

As ioc i a t e Jud, ;e • 



i « i • - r, • o i M i 

I I 0 4 .;' 

;r .... s . , | S j 

W I P ro r-r^r, . prions. 

' rrf1 'T PACTS 

BY INKS, W t » ;•'" 

In HM JWMMf MHN ti.e lai- '? , i ff , J0k | gi |, I 

M a gheat** e i t l t a w by i n t e r m a r r i a g e by the Con* 

mission to fcl IT* g t v l & l f < T r i b e s , fht 0 oatasr n a t i o n 

• .e M H to the United i ad 

D i s t r i c t of the v i n T e r r i t o r y , v^ni n the 24t?h day Of 

AftgttStf 2MHMP# sa id Court en te red a Jatjpaent a f f l r r l r v ; the 

f in din,- of the GMnlanion to the f i v e c i v i l i z e d T r ibe s , i i i 

John skap-gs as a c i t i z e n of the 'r> s e t av MUtic 

H Marriage, 

After the j l l i l p t n l of t h i s Court in the (HUM 

>etftW ana 6 N a t . ions v s M J . ? . TMdtfle, ' . , 

d ec l a r ed t a l l tw§§ I at of the nnJtod. 9 no-art fair the 

fcrtl D i s t r i c t of the Xtttlas T e r r i t o r y vo id , John Sfcfcg&a 

a,. ea led h i s case t o t M s Court , a b o r t the same came on r e g ­

u l a r l y t o be "warn, 

Th<& evidence in case shows t h a t .Tohn 9&ag£*f 



the p l a i n t i f f , on the 16th day of S*?t«Bfe*r, 1875, marrS 

a ohocfcaw and Chickasaw Tn -.an in KSamicha county, 

Choctaw nat ion, a«nordir.;'; to f '* • T l l l m i ' l H lijjt IlVfl • f MM 

Choeta* nat ion, *&4 Xivi th bar as h i s f u n t i l rtfca 

;,t the suld John gi hat been a res ident of th* 

nhoctaw nation since §a$4 waiTiagi« 

X 1 " i opinion that bho a n i l ean t , John 

aggo* i s orttltlod to olt laanshJ and a r a l l t a t la the 

Choctaw nation as an till01 m i l lilt c i t izen* 

I Judg ent -l.U pa entered b:> t h l l Court in accord* 

ance with feh!» opinion. 

(nignod) f e n c e r B« Ada 
nh1 e?" Thlclge7 

concur: 

(3igaod) V a X t i r L yoavor 
A»icciat 

(sign id) ]U q. pocte 
AssoeTate judga. 
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I I D | . , 

App l i ca t ion to COBdMiiB 1 

Ha r r i a r e l i c ense | 

0«rt5 r i a r e 

A ' '1 if JacW-on D. Wri<-"ht 3 

Affldflrlt i f Gcorre \7. Co'i/bert 4 

I bloc for ^ppiil 5 

Notice o-' anie i l 8 

A ' liYit i f 3 . f# Corne l ius | 

Answer 9 

j i e n t , U, s . Court 10 



I tlon 
Cea I T; I ilal District of the Ian 

,T | County. >rrltory, 

.-, jo i o n i la the c f of 

Klaaatla Choctaw liati-o, R present 1 Ito 

tt OX t>*1 I 01 UJHtOd I I f l . 

or: ! y of D . •>. IB* i l l y a a r r l a d 

tc pannle MOO ha t time a c:- ^ • Qhld i '•' 

i r 3 :,;"~ of Indians* That •.. t r i te copy 

of the l i e of h l n P a u l s Boors to be J i n wed­

l o c k to hei - . is ij .do a p a r i f I ' I t > a s 

te y l n J > l o s p e l p e r f o n a -

I the r iarr .v . " : ' . . ; . . . - • •-••-. . ( i d 

afor at 1 - Od ir: the OhOOtaS fj 

vlthomt IJ tsad alj l | I I r l l -

o say . lb* of I: LaaSc 

ib.il aAaatloa , rXi >erty in 

I oy o t:..-- - -* : .' . i saw 

lottpls property onder his rights 

Petlt loa ir • ; . . - • ; • of on B fcrisjht 

9 . '. Q ) - ' t a v II 1 . : : s a i d 

I . P . ' 

irthar I rue >opy or this petlt loa vad " icf 

' . i I 

dill | 8 , 0 0 

sTatlon* • 3 I C :T I I 

POS tag 

H •.,. be 

enrolled &t t i -"" r l fa 

La dnty bom i . . 

(MAI*) i o n SUfM 

/ 

http://ib.il


(Copy) 

Kleatttla Oo«ttys Ohoofc | u D -. I d • ' • 

To any ju ; • M - Ioap• • i o G Mi111 

•r« i blag 

You ar ; a thor l th« rights of Hatri 

bfttVQUll John 8] ftT** ?. . : . i yOOre« 

(V2 : - vy 1 J -;fr. I67J . 

«T. V/. K y r i d j - , 

me ju . J- l lolal Q . alt 
• • 

Be 

Kiame^ia Gemit*/, J.TT.D .. i t 

• net 

find 'vife John S i -; Lo yOOJ . 

f*«a Mi MaUDtr M.G. 

1ft. P . ;tonf 03 

i-



J : sfork County a 
Central T i Lc l a l B l i t r i e - . < T- ;; 

Q ; >r 
BOXOJ J . - all.- . , r -

.roci j \ . D. "•' : . . . . . . . . i f 

a el- . . . . ,; and a raemU. of the o~ e ...-•; rib* of j nd l ans , T 

I; acquainted with pohn Skagge, .aid . - kne s ... 

•:'. .ad Fannie Mccr. . . , r a s 

•an •> am - it awledg* J<:no:.': t ha i said 

Fannie jjooro //as an T d a mombor of the Chi './„.•,..-: mribe cr 

Indiana i aad that I id in the c^cetav/ Vat Ion a t bin e 

of her Marriage fee tald Hfc •••••• . 

That the said Fannie Mccro it ' to my f i r s t * l f e 

fto . . . •; Ld Fana l i Ho ore 

_ LatM \vj blood to members o I Qhootav Tribe of Indiana* 

Ja i D. Wright. 

.... : ino thin . . . • . ' • ist 

.. .a M l ". 

. ' . I 

(SEAL) K^-rv Wtthll -. 

^ 



Oaatra judicial Mi riot c.: &m India farr itory, 
J ft -J k I f o r k 0 o M I y 

Before mo tho andaYllgnad a u t h o r i t y th in 

dap pe r sona l ly appeared ^eo. l". Colber t who up on oath says t h a t 

ho i s a e i t i z o n and a member of tho nhoctaw r l bo of T- n J 018 f 

la personally aoquali Itn JW--J. Skgg .;, . Jhat he 

knows of his own knowledge that the said John S* and P 

Moore lived to go the i as man and wife, ;.. Lid no 

•arrladi bat that it rally kaaaa la I artry hart trtiari 

•y llrad that thay we - i d v/ife. n tat 

l Ad Fannie Moor., vas an Indian of Che ! Ua*S blood, 

war, a m. .3 Choctaw tribe of fadl • he 

. . . ' aid Sk.,/-:;.'. 

Geo. W. Colbert 

; - - '••• 3rn to before rao th1 Ith df of Aug, 18! l« 

-". .i. J . A. • 

y^> \a) r€ 
m * " • • 

5 » 
*\2 v̂  

10/ 

f 
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John Skaggfl Appcll<-./< . 

vs • , . - , . f al Ad inn made c n • • • • 
a 

he Choctaw Nation ftp - H o e 

'."o i:°n. fancy &*v4*i yutfgt: 

p€ .; ; Loner, John !" ;, r e p r e s e n t s comp] \iiih 

i ac t of Coiifjr^os f i l ed h i s app! • I t l t l i ad 

3 a i in thl Choctaw t r i b e of I I - • • *e 7) OoMl N 

•ion 1 t h la 5h . ... - qpllred by law. That -her1 on I 

d a j or i : : : ...... . a p p i i -

kloi .: foi ast hltti 

blared ......c h , . n t i t l e d tc : ; i h . . t j or member 

in t a ld t; ib6 of I * I >j a l l an t mat grounds 

Lsion was made on ... >] . At - a l 1 I Jft 

have boos BOtl .. - .; . . . . Ji i as . . . . rim 

s»..:lci Ccjiiiiii.i.->:L r,. ... .... e l i c s 01 'ol io, in,; f a o t l to 

. . . .... , bo las ibej h i i iu a .id Cho Tribe or I»di 

v i a ; I i . feat 01 3 ! - B . . . IXj 

r r i e d lo Fannie He or,-, who . • -

Uhiokas; [ , th; t they were .. .ly 

Mtt ' i ajMl ill i ..".... ...iws o . J .. 1 I a t 

o n to Ml 

1 - . • f] w i f e 

liixo . Id t r i b e s , 

111 ... - ;< Lon, and i pro e r t y in comaion with 

. . . . . , . . . : a.; a member ol ._ ibc 

a n n u i t i s pu i . b y a... goi Btf and exa rc i sed 

a l l r i g h t a i v i l e g e s a ;o i By I a ot said 

of m d l a i i 

2nd That as such member of said ,ribeso3 Indians — 

voted and doi . ro pi i red < iim as a o i t i z • .nd 

mora . Ld nrio-;;; or j nd l aaa , 

i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

.•; oonoatit oX the s&ld ;,- s t 25 

y e a r s , t ha t ho no s irj Kiumotia County choc Lav. Nat ion in 

• i d Cen t ra l J u d i c i a l D i s t r i c t , ..n - lu .. r ove -

file:///iiih


•Stttl on the land that haa&eldas a meab . o: gha tx'ibe of 

Choota" y a d h j i o fo r t h e p a t t 20 y e a r n . 

A p p e l l a n t S t a t I • v/ife . on S e p t , •' 

(i ... feat r on the 1 s t day of MM 1 6 0 1 S 

• a r r l f l ft tfhito woman, not • member a t the time of t-

Of any ,alb>; O f l M i a M , " I '• ; v-rom 

001 Su i t ed the Chief j u s t i c e ( Sam L ° V C ) of the ;ion 

by s a i d C-Hof f m s t i o e of the Chickasaw Supreme Cour t t o l d 

I I no:, I l l e g a l o r Ifl ' v i o l a t i o n of any T r i b a l 1, -id 

Chickasaw o r C4< . ?Tation fo r him to m;j~ry a whi te v.oman. 

A p p e l l a n t s ays f .aa no id< r o t a 

la / D go .. .;. • faC t -.. at 

;ain m a r r i e d , . i i&rried a • -"hi tc j . I •• H u n t 

a t B Wa 

; . . . - . .ed 

, r ibo of x n d i a a i s n DUld no t SM 

leo l ,-• d no I t r i b e - M by 

(toin- l awfu l . - . . , : inr. , 

. . . . . . i l ea o 

tiR f; Ld t r i b e , 

: . . . bo ld 1 • I IC B X l a flfeOO ,.. / l l l . . . . 

i 8 0 < • ; • t e d b y I O n t o f 

a membej of 1 -ootaw t r i b e of r ' • '*. 

n t f o r t h . | I f Khs Choctaw t r i b e of fadla i jo o v e r 

&Iciij»T i t i i ; iber oi a i r t r i b e to 

pry i :it:.. woman t h a t the s a i d lav; i s v o i d and u n c o n s t i t u ­

t i o n a l i i n d i t i in . f a t of '. " - • ' « . ' 

• d made one of h i g h e s t p r i v i l e g e s kno.'r; to e 

to Klsa Institution* of Qtrll . I oi . . 

under no .. made a .. sy 

flDlOnl J list ... I r i g h t o 

• 1 for* I - be rantodi 

H . . 1 a 

. ^-motit ( 

. ;. , - ; i~ 



pr . . 

Bd Hod, 

At j . . . . . 

I , .r ' Bkagg •. • "•- t i 

forti Ltioi > r Ap] ' '. iny 

o t. 

(Ml fl " . ^ . 

1 H 9 7 . 

Tic " . . . 

? 



• •. Lsioi - . . • >. 
Con . . ' \ 

Chool X A .:.-. 

ffoi . is 8, Y-. , | . 

! lOtt, 

L . . :. . XadlM ... - 7 . 

D i r Blr, 

Lfiod ; T I ..•: • 11 rl -

Clerk - . . . Lot Court for I JttdJ Di s t -

r i ' * p e t i t ' . - ' •';.',l.ii ovo o n t i -

Cour. at Botttk Holloa . 1 la froa 

- .-•70s (taaadsaloa i Low teg BQ UI 

lember :av/ ^r ibo o:" '•-lis, you v/il l t h e r e f o f i 

BOtlOO, ' ' - r i . , h t . 

| o I 

John Skagg ' Appollaart^ 

I , LIM ha t T .am iJ;i • n of the Chco-

tavr n a t i o n •'- •-• of sa id ?r ibo of indlafl«. That - .an In no 

way I n t e r e s t e d In tft -u l t of t h i s s u i t , m not r e l a t e d 

to t h i p a r t to >lln.n+: or- \x\ any way oonnceter? wltll Hill af>pO*l« 

• y f o a t T 7 • • • " , ' - • ' ' " . " " y « 

Ge-pl. -~fL *!« QJVNJ* • '" Yi J ' l '"' ' r py n~ f-^is »OtioO tha t the 

Iroctod to ;' Vinson a t ^ohigh TndlaB t e r r i t o r y , and 

I had iaJ la a] reglatorod him to ilia abort aAdroaa and a l l 

P08tago and r r a t i n . foes -/ere p repa id , 

• . >•. Cornelius* 

Subscribed and SWOSV to before me t h i s tha V r n ' y . 

1897. 

J .Y. So 

(SKAL) I T | publlo« 

£>•' 



ATM COW 

0 

John SOagffS, 

A 9 a v/ K K. 

' ! Choctaw Na t ion Oe t§ 

Don Chootaw I I by l t t ' i t j ' -•, and ^or 

th« i' ' Lou for appea l f i l e d b; :- tiff herein, 

say -1 

hat i t la not trot '' "f " 1"" Viy of D1 '^° 

the appallan^ wt i i pried ô Pi nnifl Moore. That ! T i sot true 

'core mbar of the Ghootaw tribe of 3 

A Ld " 3tav: nation further aaewerlttg saya that if 

pa 11 an •R3"^i'r" to tJ lai * Moor*-, •-. >\ i 

, naTori 1 files 
• . ; J J v- - , - - ; . ' . # 

0" r i b e by h i u : ' ! I t e *oi*ian on the 

rirot d i . 

L Lant • y r i g h t 

may ; a c i : v : , r r i i » l?yrx of the 

• • >,-- | b e r q+v]) 137T, ..ncl to v e four'1 ~' y .f̂  

htraflt ' | Code Qf GhcCt SW La- r I . 

Appall a a fur "v saya i t ra filed 

in t h " rj . ' ':: 0Q4ttl88l< i*r 

i ^ h e r e b y r -fei • , r t h«r«o "; ' 15 

I I -• : l l a l l t .. ncn-

oltlsan of tha j 1 • ' orjr, 

r r :n a M . C 

Stuartj dor loi Kalley, 

A, fcj • Lcn. 

? 



John Skaggs, 

vs. No.13, Judgment, Central District, August 24, 1897. 

Choctaw Nation. 

On this 24 aay of AUG., 1897, the above styled action coming on 

regularly for trial and bfcth plaintiff ana defendant announcing ready, 

and the matter of law and fact being submitted to the court and the 

court afterhearing the evidence for both plaintiff and defendant, and 

the argument of counsel, uoth find that the plaintiff, John Skaggs, 

is a citizen of the Choctaw Nation and Tribe cf Indians by interraarriag 

and as such is entitled to all the rights, benefits priviliges sjfltxjbxmomi 

and immunities as acitizen by intermarriage of the ckoctav Nation and 

Tribe of Indians. 

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the court that the 

plaintiff, JohN Skaggs, be admitted to and granted all the rights, pri-

viliges, immunities and benefits of a citizen by internarrdage of the 

Choctaw Nation, and that his name be paced upon the legal citizenship 

rolls of the Choctaw Nation, now being, or to be prepared by *e 

Commission to ;he pive Civilized Tribes, or hereaf te- otherwise prepared 

It is farther ordereu that the clerk of this court transmit to 

the commission to the Five Civilzed Tribes, a certified copy of the 

judgment and decree herein, and an order that said commission place the 

name of the above named plaintiff, up on the rolls as herein commanded.. 

It is further ordered, adjudged and decreed that the plaintiff, 

John Skaggs, have and recover of and from the defendant, the Choctaw 

Nation, all his costs in this action laid out and expended, for all of 

whitfh let execution issue0 

/u 


