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vs. } PIT IT l< . 
•:* ) 

NATION, ~ fpft , ) 

Gome now the petition©:-. , , Laflin, ly 

Laflin and rertha A n * 

kt they a. oh of theia are now,, . 

.1 at ft oice all • hereinafter mentionail, 

re si-"': , Indian :vev 

,11 citizens mid ?ribe 

. .. of Indians; that they each and all • & to 

I Five civilized. Tribes for cittsenshi, i I ©nrolli;. 

m i and anitour ,-,tion or 

dians, ts Stia day of September, 1896, t 

'-in, .ed, sal-- it ion : styled, 

, vs. Oh' wr ̂ -ration; that said e abides ion he; -.Id 

Heat ion and admitted to citizenship the said QMHW 

lin, deceased; but those petitioners ?/ere -by • f said 

i*i«* denied citizenship and i as ma, said 

Chi okas a ion or Trite* of 3 JB. 

.-jreafter, .thin the time prescrib HPj 

these petitioners a the $ . t of the said oomaiis-

sion to the Pi . v H i sod Tribes, to the United statftt 

M District .v Ardaar*, 

wherein said £ was docketed in a cause styled Geor 

.1,, plaintiffs, vs# Chickasaw lotion, .nd 

numbered Z . 

That thereafter, In said tfail 

Southern District of the Indian Territory, . w t j a fulj, 

ad final trial w , I , styled 
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In the Choctaw and Chickasaw Gitiswnghip Court, 

Bitting at Tishoirin-TJ, I .T. , June 20, 1904, 

- - 0 — 

llai-'icy A.. Laflin, ct al, 

—V3-- No. 83. 

The Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 

Present aai pre aiding the Hons. Walter L. Weaver .and 

Henry 8. Fooie, Associate Judges of said Court, 

—o — 

Appearance?; 

Cruce md Crnce, for Plaint i f fs , 

Mansfield, JicMurray £ Cornish, for Defendants, 

—o— 

June 20, 1904. This day this cause coning on to be heard 

the following proceeding T-?ere had to-wit; 

Mr. Cruco; 

In this case 1 had permission of the Court to take some 

testimony and I have the witness here now. Dae testimony showed 

that i r , Laflin married. Caroline Blunt, but the license which 

WW introduced showed that he married Caroline Thomas; we now 

wish to show that Caroline Blunt mi Caroline Thomas were 

one and the same person. 

Jud^e Weaver; Very well. 

Melissa •. Ih i te , 

a witness produced by the Plaint i f fs , being duly sworn, 
tes t i f ied as follows'; 

Mr. Cnjffce; 
0 . - What i s your name? 

i 



A.- Melissa ik. White« 

0..- '^here lo you live, Bfre, Hlfhite? 

A.- Out here at Karley IiiBtitute. 

Q.~ Are you running that Inst i tute? 

A.- Yer, d r . . 

0.- You and your husband? 

A t- Yea, <4r. 

Q«- Are you a Chickasaw Indian? 

A.- fee, sir* 

C.~ Did you know Gcor :e r . kaflin in hie life tire'? 

A.- *res, sir. 

Q,- Did you know M B Indian r i fe Caroline? 

A.- Tee, s i r . 

Q.7 Did you know her while they were l iving together as man 

i&d l i fe? 

A.- *ea, air , 

Q.~ Ifeat w • 3 her rail den naae? 

A.- Blunt, 

Q.- What was her gi te i n a e ? 

A,- Caroline. 

•".- Do you know whether ehe W&a ever married to a man, or 

lived with a mm %e his wife, named Thomas? 

A.- Yen, s i r . 

Q.- Waa this men Thorn e dead or living at the time ehe married 

Laflin? 

A.- iue wee dead. 

;,.- Do you know how he met hie ieath? 

A.- tie gpt Id l ied . 

Q.- Did you know her while she was l iving with Thomas? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

i i 



0 -

Q.-

A.-

Q 

I 

Q 

A 

r . 

IK- % 

And her nava wac Caroline ThonaB? 

Yes, sir. 

You saw her 11 l ing with Thomas as man mi wife? 

Yen, a i r . 

Can. you state whether or not this woman you knew that 

married Thomaj ind who afterwards married Geo. P. Laflin, 

was the same woman known M Caroline Blunt? 

ies, sir , 

QD you know whether she has a s i s te r s t i l l living? 

Yes, sir ; fibs haa one at Mill Greek, 

Did you know her before she e?er married? 

Yes, i i r . 

What name does she gp by now? 

She apes by her maiden name Lena Blunt. I don*t know 

how many times she hae been married, but she g t i l l noes 

by her maiden nigne, 

She has been married several times? 

Yea, eir. 

But ehe s t i l l p e a by her maiden same? 

Yen, s i r . 

No Cross Expatriation, 

Witiitaa excused. 

i n 



In the ^hoctaw and °hiclrasaw Citizenship Court, 

Bitting at Tishomi..'i>o, i.T. June 16, 1904, 

" ' "**"" ) 

Nancy A, Laflin, et a;., ) 

— V G — ) * > • 8 3 « 

The Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 

This day this cause coming on to be heard before the 

Hone. Epencer B. Adams, Chief Judgi and //alter L. leaver, 

Associate Judge of said Court, the Plaint i f fs , being repres

ented by their Attorneys, Cruce & Cruce and the Defendants 

being represented by their Attorneys, Mansfield, Md-iurray 

ani Cornish, the following proceeding were had to-Fit ; 

Mrs, Nancy A. Laflin, 

a witness called by the Plaint i ffs , being duly sworn, t e s t i 

fied as follows; 

Mr, Cruce; 

f.- Your name i s Nancy A. Laflin? 

A,- Nancy A. Rlgley, now. 

C - How Long hare you lived in the Chickasaw Nation. 

A.- \ come in November 1889 to the Chickasaw Nation. 

Q.- Do you know Cborge P. Laflin? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

Q,- Were you ever married to him? 
A.- Yes, s i r . 

- 1 -



Q.- Pid Geo. P. Laflin, when you were married to him, have 

any children? 

A.- No, s i r , not l iv ing , 

Q.~ Have you any children by Geo. P. Laflin? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 

, - How many? 

A,- Four, 

. . - hat ere t h e i r names? 

A.- Gfoorgp C , Mary Erniljr Fafl in, Bertha Ann Laflin, Josephine 

Lafl in . 

{;.- They are the applicants in th iscase , are they? 

- Yer, s i r . 

- You are not an Indian yourself? n 

- Mo, s i r . 

- You are a white woman? 

- Mr. Laflin was a white man? 

- Yes, s i r . 

- Your children, then are white? 

- Is Mr, Lafl in l iv ing or dead? 

- He i s dead. 

- Wert you living with him when he lied? 

- The license under nhioh you married Hr# Laflin, do you 

know where they were obtained? 

- At Oakland, 

- You know what he paid for them? 

- Fif ty Dollars . 



Mr, Cruce; 

b3 -• orl in^l 11 under" which she waa married, 

)ri £nal Loation to the Danee 

Coi . ) 

are s t i l l l iving in the Chickasaw Nation? 

A,- ¥eo, s i r , 

Q,- Your cl 11 Iren -11 live there? 

A. - Yi L r , 

m i n a t i o n . 

Mr, Cor;ink; 

' . - re, Laflin, you are the otherof alary B, Laflin? And 

i Lafli i and your nsme is Ns i l in? 

•*.- i •-"!" , it present* 

#- fhese children th$t tataed are your children by Mr, 

i , ij > ie a white man? 

»- Yes, a i r , 

. - ion( >f Lis children by you possess any Indian blood? 

A.- No, s ir , 

, - Ybti hai .. knowled c of the marriage of Mr, Laflin to 

- f irst r i fe? 

,".,- Only t! e cer t i f icate , 

l itness excused. 



Jo si ah B. Bro^n, 

s witness called by the Plaintiffs, being (July sworn, tes t i 

fied as follows; 

Mr. Cruce; 

Q.- What la your nanef 

A.- Jo rial, B. Brown, 

C - '».here are you livinr? 

A.- Tishomingo. 

Q,- What nationality of people are you? 

A.- - nan a Qhickastti*, 

Q.- ^o you hold any official position now? 

A.- District Clerk, 4jickasaw Nation, 

Q.- Bid you iaiov. Sevrgp Laflin in Ms l i fe time? 

A.- Yes, s i r . 
; , - Did you know his Indian wife? 

A,- fes, s i r , 

Q,- You know lfcat her maiden name was? 

A.- Blunt, Caroline Blunt, 

Q,- uo you know whether she was ever married to a man named 

Thooag? 

A.- '"he was married so often I lon ' t recollect, 

c , - ihat nationality of people was she? 

A.- Chickasaw, I reckon, 

Q.- Ho? much? 

A.- I dbnft know, 

Q.- You know any of her relat ives now living? 

A.- Vesley Parker; Tip Karris was a cousin of here, 

,- H.M.Harria, you mean? 

A.- No, the old Governor, 

Q.- Tin Horns i s a son of the old Governor? 

— m.^,. mm mm 



» 

i., T . • Id b€ a relative of Caroline Blunt? 

ir 

>retty well aoqaalnted with Caroline Blunt? 

• Yes* sir, kne^ her fifteen or twenty yeans, 

o you know how lon^ she and Georgp SHrai lived together? 

- ;-, I Ion' b recollect , 

se un< r ' hi oh they were 

i; •:",'., 1( i? 

- So, s i r . 

Q ': a i n a t l o n , 

Mr. Cornish; 

. - h • i • ether >r not, this woman, 7r!io ŵ « tv.e wife 

'. flin, wae married prior to her marria^p to Laflinf 

. - fes, air« 

Q. - Co • [she ocvi i tarried! 

;\.- • - 1 wai ., McCoy, she had bee rri ' several 

Li "ore that , 

,- Di i •• . &] I lowled^e of her dii from 

hii , . : it a l l? 

A.- McCoy Llle '. 

i . - Did she have any l iving unboni when she married Laflin? 

.- I Ion11 k iw9 

,- '' r ir a cousin of Tip Harris, 

• .- I think BO; J- r her ind ip o^r in 1 mother claimed 
4 rt 1 3 be nie teres, 

,- . i >c of this woman, Laflin's vife? 

A.- She ifl dead, 

—5— 



Q.- When did she die? 

A.- Don't r e c o l l e c t . 

Q»~ ®o you r eco l l ec t the time when she died? 

A,- No, i l r , she died away up the country; I don ' t know when 

she died. 

Q.~ ^o you know whether she and Lafl in l ived together as husband 

an I wife u n t i l her death? 

A.- I don ' t know whether they did or not . 

' itness excused* 

•» «»e «•«— 

Peter M&tubbie, 

a witness ca l led by the P l a i n t i f f s , being duly sworn, t e s t i 

f ied r% folli 

Mr. Cruce; 
C - What is. your name? 

- Pe te r Matubbie. 

- You have l ived in the Indian Terr i tory a ppoA while? 

- Yes, s i r . 

- A r e you an Indian? 

- I an A uhickasaw by blood. 

- Did you know George P. Laflin? 

- No, s i r , 

- You know Caroline Blunt? 

- Ye-:, -;ir, I used to know her. 

- You knot what na t iona l i ty of people she was? 

- Shi was a Chickasaw. 

- Do you know of her being married to a fellow named Thomas? 
~ G ~ 



ft.* • 4 t . 

Q,- ' of her near relatives aow iivin •. 

A.- i ion't know nil. her near relat ive*, .O.Harris, that 

is Doctor Harris, -̂ r- Liv e in McAlester, his wife was 

i 20 dn, I t L -. 

v 

(L,- No, s i r , he ia 

Q.« Yjd ,-. , ht i.r- a f i r s t cousin of Carolina Blunt? 

A.- Hi e i s . 

•.'..- - - Indi -

, - Who wai befor< ie married Harris? 

A.- a a Davis. 

refer to ...113. E, Pot Harris? 

1 m Vp 1 «i T* 

. - ilo- e re t y 1 I. 

, . - 1 Listers, They -ere Frazerg, 

. ,- Sfas 1 . 3 an related to Ho v. Cy Harris1 faaily in any 

)u kno1 . 

,\.- related to Jackson Frafcer, the f i r s t hu ' of 

c, 

'.",- . t in C roliac Blunt btsi r r i d at 

I • I 1 • T *• M 
A * A * V > 1 •:., J L i . 1 - J - ..<>. , J X i • J , 

Q # - V<ju iame when you knew her? 

/..- C J :• 1 at, 

l#-You .. except Axn she was a >:irl; 

lo . Q . married? 

, .- . >n*t '.. oarried; heard of her Karryin ", 

t I ton1 b k ,c was Married* 



C - Then, you are not able to state from your own knowled-p 

whether or not the Caroline Blunt, whom you kne?*?, was after

wards the rife of Laflin? 

A.- Ho, zir, I don't know. 

itness excused. 

Mr. Cruce; 

i want to offer the license issued to ueo. P, Laflin, 

to marry Mrs, Caroline Thomas, That was in 1873. 

Also a number of permits, irsued to Geo. F. Laflin. 

(Paid license and permits are attached to the ori.:dnal 

application to the Dawes Commission.) 

That i s our Gase. 

Mr. Cornish; 

I ie~ire to make this statement on the part of the 

Nations as to our do* of the weight of the evidence, e think 

that i t has not been sufficiently shown by competent evidence 

that the f i r s t wife of Geo, P, Laflin was a citizen, and that i t 

has not beers shown that he w&s married to her according to 

the laws of the Nation; the paper offered ss the license 

has not been identified as the licence,nor does i t bear the 

seal of the Court, 
JUdge Adams; 

if you desire during this month, to offer testimony 
along the lines indicated, we will hear it. 



I* THE CH&CTAW mv CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP C008T, SITTING AT 

TXSHQMIWK) XV T H IIDIAIT TERHITOHY, 

BOVHIB^B twmt 1004. 

Wancy A. L a f l i n , « t a l . , 

• fS. ]*'o. 85. 

Choctaw and Chick AS aw Na t ions . 

D«0HKB 0^ OO0XT. 

On t h i s the 29th day Of HOTOfror, 1904, t h i s c ao.se 

cQminc on f o r f i n a l d e c i s i o n , th« s&m<* h w i n g h e r e t o f o r e fe#on 

• l i te i t ted upon tjna If* iad &« r r ldonee , and the Court b#» 

ine;; Will and s u f f i c i e n t l y advised in the premises , dotftl fine' 

t h a t tho p l a i n t i f f s , g«no; A« Laf l in or Lof t in , Morjr Ftaily 

Lhflin or LOftin Berth* Ann Laf l in or Lof t in , ere not an-

t i t l e d t« b« do«m#A or dec lared c i t -Uens of the Chickasaw na

t i o n , or to e n r o l m e n t &B such, or to m„ r i g h t s whatever flow

ing therefrom. 

TT IP, THT5SKP0RE OMJllBD, ADJITOKD IffH BlOHOi tha t 

t he p e t i t i o n of the p l a i n t i f f s , '^^cy A« Loflltl or Loft in , 

J-Ury felly t f t f l i i or Lof t i n and Ber tha Ann Laf in or Lof t in , 

he d en i ad an d t h a t th ey b a dec 11 re d no t c I t 4 M l I Of th e Ch ic Jca 

saw -Tat ion, and no t e n t i t l e d to enr- l lment as such c i t i z e n s , 

and no t e n t i t l e d to my r i g h t s *hat«*• r flowing therefrom. 

Chief Judge. 

Assoc i te Judge. 

• • • • • « « • • « * « • « • * # • • # • • * * * • • • • • • • • • * • • 
Assoc ia te Jud^o. 

http://ao.se


^
- 

•*
> 

v
: 

B
 

0 
-

5̂
 "

 S
 '

 f
t:

 

v 
- 

*^
 

r*
 

v
> 

- 
K

^
 

^ 
C

 f
 

**
 V

 
- 

c 
- 

• 
^

! 

~.
 

^ 

"^
 

vj
j 

f^
-

o
M

 

^ 
r

^ 
ft

 
e*

 -

I 

ST
 

fe
* 

3 
o

 

ft
 

••:**%
. 

d
 

r-
\ 

< ^
4 

r"
V

v 5 
Js

J"
 

5^
 



-

~
\ 

*
L

 
p

 

^ 
^ 

^ 
^ 

K
^

 

V
 



^%
C

t<
eA

 
C

L
 U

H
f.

 

f 
^ 

-K
 

%
 



I IT D E X. 

App l i ca t ion to Commission 1 

Marriage l i c e n s e 4 

Marriage l i c e n s e 5 

C e r t i f i c a t e of Marriage 5 

Permi t 6 

L e t t e r of H#H»McLane, Per/ait c o l l e c t o r to Lewis W i l l i awe 6 

Permit 7 

Af f idav i t of Mrs, B. ¥« C a r t e r 7 

Aff idavi t of C. D, C a r t e r 8 

Aff idav i t of G. 0. Walthal l 9 

Af f idav i t of Joe Anderson 10 

Af f idav i t Of Joe Candell 11 

Affi av i t of Wm. W. Arnold , 12 

Judgment of Commission 13 

Heport of Master i n Chancery 14 

Testimony of Mr. L a f l i n 15 

Judgment| U. S. Court 18 

P e t i t i o n fo r a p p e a l 20 

Assignment of e r r o r s 21 



BEFORE THE HONORABLE DAWES COMMISSION 

Ge©. P. Laflin, 

Nancy A. Laflin, 

Mary Emily Laflin, & 

Bertha Ann Laflin -Plaintiffs 

ve PETITION 

Chickasaw Nation • —Defendant . 

The petitioner, Geo, P.Laflin,states: 

That ©n the 12th day of February,1878, he was lawfully married o 

t© Mrs. Carolina Thomas,whc was a Chickasaw Indian hy bleodjsaid MPr 

riage being contracted according t© the laws of the Chickasaw Nation. 

By reason ©f which marriage,the petitioner,Geo.P.Laflin,hecome a 

member of the Chickasaw Tribe ©f Indians. The said Geo. P.Laflin 

and Caroline Laflin lived together as husband and wife until the 9th 

day ©f May,1884,at which time the said Caroline Laflin died. 

The said Geo. P.Laflin,©n the 22nd day ©f Dec.1893,in accord

ance with the laws of the Chickasaw Nation,was married t© Mrs. Nancy 

A, R©bis©njby reason of which,the said Nancy A.Robison bee©me a mem

ber ©f the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. The said Geo.P.Lnf lin and 

the 3aid Nancy A. Laflin have ever sihce lived tegether as hunhand 

and wife,and kve had horn unt© them,Mary tally Laflin,who is two 

years of age,and Bertha Ann Laflin,age one year. 

The Said Ge©. P.Laflin has,ever since his marriage with the said 

Caroline Thomas,heen recognized as a citizen of the Chickasaw Natuon, 

and as such has drawn his annuity as a member ©f said Nation;and sine 

said date has resided,and now resides,in the Chickasaw Nation, Ind. 

Territory. 

BjDjgggOgg >Petiti©ners ask that they he enrolled as members 

©f the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. 

12 

A.O.Cruce, 
Atty. for petitioners. 



INDIAN TERRITORY, 

CHICKASAW NATION . 

Geo. P.Laflin,being duly sworn,upon oath states: 

That he is one of the petitioners in the feregoing application, 

and that the matters and facts set forth in the above and foregoing 

petition are true. 

George P# Laflin. 

Subscribed and sworn to before m this the 17th day #f August 

1896. 

George M. Curtis. 
Notary Public, 

(Seal) 

13 



GLKRKS 0SOTC8 

f l t h — I n f Dounty,C.N. 

In accordance with an Act ©f the Legislature Requiring all non-

citizens te ©htain a license to marry a citizen it the Naticm;Whereas 

Mr. Gee. P.Laflin, a n©ncitizen ©f this Nation,wishing t© marry a cit 

izen of th4i 2Tation,Mrs. Caroline Therms,a Citizen of this !Tation,and 

whereas,Mr. Laflin has cemplied with t?ie said Act, I issue him these 

license t© marry Mrs, C. Thomas. 

This given under my hand,this the 12th day ©f Pe"bruary,A.fl. 

1878. 

S.P.James, Clerk. 
Joseph H. Wolf. T.C.C.N. 

C.& P Judge. 

14 



C H I C K A S A W 
C 0 II II T Y O P 

N A T I O N P I C K E N S 

To any Judge ©f t h e County ©r D i s t r i c t Cour t , o r d a i n e d M i n i s t e r ©f 

t h e Gospa l i n and f o r s a i d count}/ of' P i c k e n s . 

QRKKTITO 

You are authorized to solemnize the 

RITES OP MATRIMONY 

Between)^ Geo. P.Laflin and Mrs. Nancy A. Robison. 

And make due return to the Clerk ©f the County Court within 

thirty days thereafter certifying your action under this 

License. 

Witness my official signature and seal of office,Pickens Co. 

this the 21st, day ef December, 1893. 

By. — -- •• • 
Deputy. L.V.Colbert. 

Judge Co. Court,Pick. 0 

I, Rev, John Wilson,hereby certify that on the 22nd day ©f December, 

A,D,,1893,I united in marriage Geo, P# Laflin and Mrs.Nancy A.Thomas 

tjra parties above named. 

Witness my hand this the 22nd day ®f December,1893, 

Rev. John Wilson. 

Piled for record 23 rd day of December 189*,Recorded 23rd day of Dec. 

1893. 
Isaac 0. Lewis. 

Clerk. 

15 



0 m a 09 PERMIT INSPECTOR, 

TOR PICKTWS CO. C.N. 

Received of W.A.We&la permit U®. 941,in employ ©f Gee.P. 

Laflin , for 12 months,from first day of January 1889. 

R.B. Willis, 
Inspector Permits for Pick? CO. 

Ardmore, Ind. Tw9 

February,17th,»920 

ICr Lewis Williams. 

Pear Sir: 

I liave received from the County Clerk the certificate ,not

ifying me that y©u have complied with the rental laws ®f the Chick

asaw Nation entitling you te a permit under fcohtract with Gee. P.Laf-

lin. 

The permit fee is $5.00,which yeu are requested te ebtaift in 

per3©n from KI» office within fifteen days from date . Please at

tend te this matter at ©nee. 

n.H.McLane, 
Permit Collector, Pick. County, 

CLERKS OFFICE 

pickers Co. C.H. 

This is te certify that I have received of J.E.Sligen five dollars 

for registration lie being duly employed by Gee. P. Laflin as farmer 

fer the tern of twelve monthsffrom date. 

Given under my hand and seal of office this the 8th day of 

May,1880. 

A.R.J/aw. 
By H.H.MeLane ,,,Sheriff. Clk. Pick. CO.C.B. 
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OFFICE OF PERMIT INSPECTOR 

FOR PICKENS COUNTY, C.N. 

Received ©f J.K.Laflin permit No. 940, in employ #f Gee. P. 

Laflin fer 12 months,frem first ©f Janu*u >,1889. 

R.B.Willis, 
Inspect©* Permits fer Pick. C©. 

INDIAN TERRITORY 

CHICJASAW NATION. 

Mrs. B.W.Carter "being sworn states: 

I am fifty three yearn eld. I am a member "by "bleed ©f the Chickasaw 

Tribe ©f Indaine. I am the widow ©iff the late B.F.Carter and am a sis

ter ©i Wm. Guy, who wan at ©ne time G®v. of the Chickasaw Nation, I 

live in Ardmore, Chickasaw Natien, Indian Territory. I am acquain

ted with Geo/ P Laflin and his farmer wife Caroline . Have known 

her all my life. She wan a member by bl©od ©f the Chickasaw Tribe 

©f Indians and was almost if net altogether a full "blood Chickasaw, 

Geo. P,Laflin is a white man, I have known him since his marriage 

with Car©line ,which occured about eighteen years ag©. The maiden 

anme of his wife was Caroline Blunt. She is new dead. Her citizen

ship was never questioned while she lived, I am in no way related 

t© said Laflin or his wife and heave no interest in the outcome of 

his Application for citizenship. 

Mrs. B.vr. Carter. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 1st day of September,1896 

Chas. L.Johns©n, 
Notary Public. 

Seal) 
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Indian Territory 

Chickasaw Nation. 

The affiant,C.J).Carter ,after being first duly sworn 

says: 

That he is 28 years of age,and is a Chickasaw Indian "by "blood, 

and is at present superiutondant of Public Schools of the Chickasaw 

Hation. 

I am acquainted with the applicant ,G@o, P. Latlin,and have 

known him since "before he was married t© Caroline Thomas. He is now 

living in the Chickasaw Hat ion, Indian Territory, where he ha s been 

living since I first knew him. The said Geo. P. ^aflin waj* married 

to Mrs. Caroline Thomas soon after I first became acquainted with 

him,which must have been some time in the year of 1878. Mrs, Caro

line Thomasfs maiden name was Caroline Blunt. I was well acquainted 

with her,and she was a full blood Chickasaw Indian, or neatly so. 

She is now dead and has been dead f<B>r several years.Said fteo.P.Laflin 

has lands iroprovedand has been occupying same as a Chickasaw Citizen, 

and I have nwr heard of his rig]its being dusputed as a Chickasaw 

Citizen;and I know he has had as many as one suit in the Chickasaw 

Court concerning lands that he had improved,betwoen himself and an

other Chickasaw Citizen,and in said case the Chickasaw Courts assum

ed and took jurisdiction of the case and tried it. 

C.P.Carter. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this the 31st day of August,1896. 

Chas. L.Johnson, 
Notary Public. 

(Seal) 
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Indiaj Territory 

Chidkasaw Nation 

The affiant , G.O.Walthall, after "being fir it duly 

sworn says: 

That I am 36b years of age,and live In the Chickasaw Nation 

Indian Territory,and that I was acquainted with Mrs. Caroline Thomas 

who intermarried with Geo. P.Laflin, in February,1876. That the said 

Caroline Thomas was a one half Chickasaw Indian "by "blood,a one fourth 

Choctaw Indian by "blood and one fourth whita woman "by bleed9Mld that 

she showed the Indian "blood very plainly. 

That the said Caroline Thomas lived with the said Geo.P. 

Laflin as his wife until her death,which ©ccured some time in May,f64 

I further certify that the said Geo ,P.Laflin, intermarried 

with Nancy.A.Robison,a white woman,in Dec, 1893 and in now living 

with her,and has "by said marriage two children,whose names are Mary 

Emily Laflin aged tw© years,and Bertha Ann Laflin whose age is one 

year,and that the said Geo.P.Laflin is now living with his last wife, 

who was nancy A.Robison,together with his tw© children,in the Chick

asaw Nation, Indian; Territory,and has lands improved and in his pos-

essienand is occupying and enjoying same as a Chickasaw Indian. 

I further certify that the said Gee.P.Laflin lived in the 

Indian Territory for six or eight years prior te his marriage with 

the said Carolije Thomas,and has so lived in said Territory ever sine 

and is new so living . 

G.O.Walthall. 

Subscribed and sworn te before me this the 19th day of August, 1896. 

A .B.Carey, 
Notary Public. 
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Indian Territory 

Chickasaw Nation 

The affiant,Joe Anderson, after Ming first duly 

sworn,deposes and says: 

That I am 44 years of age,and live in the Chi 

ckasaw Nation, Indian Territery,and that I was acquainted with Mrs/ 

Caroline Thomas, who intermarried with Geo, P.Laf lin In February, 

1878. Tlift the 3aid Caroline Thomas wan a one half Chickasaw Ind. 

by hlood ,a one fourth Choctaw Indian by blond,and one fourth white 

woman by blood and that she showed the Indain blood very plainly 

That the said Caroline Thomas lived with the said Geo. P. 

Laflin as his wife until ]ifcer death, which ©ooured some time in May 

1884. 

I further certify that the said Gee. P.Laflin intermarried 

with Nancy.A, Kobison,a white woman, in Dec. 1893,and is now living 

witl her,and has by said marriage two children,whose names are Mary 

Bally Laflin,age two years and Bertha Ann Ld&in,age one yeRR, and 

that-the said Geo.P.Laflin is now living with his last wife, who 

was Nancy A.Rebison,tege'her with his two children,in the Chickasaw 

Nation, Indian Territory,and has lands improved and is in possess

ion and is occupying and enjoying same as a Chickasaw Indian, 

I further certify that the said Geo. P.Laflin lived in 

the Indian Terr it© ry for si.x er eight years prier to his marriage 

with the said Caroline Thomas,and has so lived in said Territory evor 

since ,and is now so living. 

Joe Anderson, 

Subscribed and swern te before me this the 19th day of Augtkst,1896. 

A,B.Carney 
Notary Public. 

(Seal) 
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The affiant,Joe Candid X,aletr being duly sworn,depor; 

es and saya; 

That I ain 43 years of age,and live in the Chickasaw Hat 

ion, Ind. Ter.andthst I was acquainted with Mrs. Caroline Thomas, 

who intermarried with Geo. P.Ltflin in 3Vbruary,1878. That the said. 

Caroline Thomas was a one half Ckickasaw Indian by "blood,a one fourth 

Choctaw Indian "by "blood and one fourth white woman by hlood,and that 

3&keswli©wed the Indian "blood -very plainly. 

That the said Caroline Thomas lived with ttoM said Geo.P. 

Laflin as his wife until her death,which occured some time in Mayf84 

I further cerrify that the said Geo.P.Laflin intermarried 

with Nancy A.R©T)ison,a white woman, in Dec. 1893,and is now living 

with h#r,and has by said marriage two children,whose names are Mary 

Emily Laflin, age two years and Bertha Ann Laflin age one year,and 

that the said Gee.P.Laflin is now living with his last wife ,who was 

Nancy A.Rooison,together with his two children,in the Chickasaw Nat 

ion, Indiaj Territory, and has lands disproved and is in pose.ssion 

and is occupying and enjoying same as a Chickasaw Indian0 

I fufcfther certify that hte said Go©. P.T.aflin lived'-in the 

Indian Territory for six ©r eight jiears pri^r to his marriage with 

the said Caroline Thomas,and has so lived in said Territory ever 

since,and is now s© living. 

Joe Cawdell, 

Subscribed and sworn to "before me this the 19th day of August,1896. 

A.B.Carney. 
Notary Public. 

/ / 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Commission to the five civili&ed tribes. 

Viftita, Indian Territory, 

Nov. 10, 1896. 

29. 

Geo. P.Laflin, Naicy-

A.Iiafl.in,his wife,and -his 

children,Mary EmilyLaf1in 

and Bertha Ann Laflin. 

vs 

Chickasaw Nation. 

Piled Sapt, 9th, 1896.Answer 

filed.George P.Laflin admit

ted as an intermarried Cit

izen and his two children, 

Mary Emily Laflin &Bertie 

Ann Laflin denied.His wife 

Fancy A.Laflin rejected. 

A.C.Cruce, 
Ardmore, Ind. Tejr 

I, H.M.Jackoway,Jr.,Secretary,do hereby certify that the 
correct 

above and foregoing is a true and copy of Chickasaw Record MCH page 

25,of The Commission to the Pive Civilized Tribes. 

Given under my hand and official signature this the 

28th day of January,1897. 

H.M.Jacoway,Jr., 
Secretary. 

By Henry Stroup 
Act. 

/j 



George P.Laflin. Bt Al Ti Chickasaw Nat ion. No. 24 

REPORT 

To the Hon. C.B.Kilgore,Judge of said Courtj-

This application was filed with the Commission from 

the United States to the Dive Civilized Tribes if Indians on 

September,9th,1896,and this case comes up now before me,on appeal 

from thr decision o£ said Commission. 

I find from the evidence in this case,the following 

facts:- That on the 12 day of February,1878,applicant was duly 

and legally married to Mrs. Caroline Thomas,a Chickasaw Indian 

by blood; that they continued to ̂ .ive together as husband and 

wife until the 9th day of May,1884,at which time the said Carolia 

Laflin died. 

That said petitioner,on the 22nd day of December,1893 

in accordance with the laws or the Chickasaw Nation,married Miss 

Nancy A. Rdbison,a white woman and a citizen of the United Staten 

that as a result of siid last named marriage there has been born 

unto them two children,Mary Tfaily Laflin and Bertha Ann Laflin. 

I recommend that George P.Laflin be admitted as an in

termarried citizen of the Chickasaw Nation,and that his last nam

ed wife,Nancy A.Laflin and their fcwo children Mary Kmily and Ber

tha Ann Laflin be denied citizenship,for the reasons set forth in 

the Wigg»s Appeal case. No.27. 

W.H.S.Campbell 
Master in Chancery. 

'T 



IN THE UNITED STATER COURT,IN TBI INDIAN TERRITORY?SOTJTHRRN DISTRICT 

AT ARDNDRE. 

George P. Laflin, 

24 vs Before W.H.L.Campbell,Esq., Master. 

Chickasaw Nation 

Mr. Larlin ,a witness in his ©wn "behalf,after "being 

duly sworn,says: 

Direct examination by Mr. W. I.Cruee: 

Q, How old are you Mr. Laflin? 

A 57 years old. 

0 You one of the applicants in this case? 

A Yes sir. 

Q I will get you to state whether or not you drew your annuities in 

1893? 

£ Yes sir. 

C, Were you on the Chickasaw rolls then? 

A Suppose I was. 

Q, Have you ever received any notice from the Chickasaw authorities 

that your name was erased,or would he erased ? 

A I went to the Capital to register and Dick McClisk told me that 

they would not register me. 

Q Vhen was that? 

A September. 

Q Had you ,up to that time, received any notice ? 

A No sir. 

C Do you know whether or not y©ur name is on the roll as an inter

married citizen for permit 8 ? 

A The permit collector has been there. 

Q wliat did he come there for ? 

A For permits. I had notice that the case was appealed and I didnt 

ft Cross examination by Mr. Johnson. 
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Q You have some land in cultivation in the Chickasaw Nation ? 

A Yes sir. 

Q That is the reason they require these permits , in order t© cultivt 

the land ? 

A I suppose so* 

<l When were you married the last time ? 

A. I think in 1092. 

q Wasn't it in 1893,the 22nd day of December ? 

A Might have heen 1893. 

Q Your last wife was Miss Minnie ? 

A Yes sir; 

Q A United Sta tes Citizen? 

A Yes s i r : 

Q, Have you any children "by her^ 

A Yes sir. 

Agreement 

It is agreed, that the whole case is up before the Master. 

Cl The only children you have is by this last wife,who was a United 

States Citizen,and you are a United States Citizen,except by inter

marriage ? 

A Yes Sir: 

Q Where were you married to your Indian wife ? 

A Galloway Prasherfstin Choctaw Nation. 

Q, Wasnt you married in the Commanche Country ? 

A N© sir, if I had I would have married a Commanche. 

Q Wasn't your home there ? 

A My home was on the Hell Roaring Creek. 

Q Haven't you lived in the Commanche Country ? 

A No sir ^n^er lived tl\erei9 

By Mr. Cruce Re-Cress 

Q, Tell the Court who you procured your license from t© marry this 

white woman &.nd what they cost. 

A I got them from County Judge Carter,I think was his name,and paid 

him $50.00 tor them. 

Q You married a. United States Clfci*M M-4 ***** -**n nr\ •*>**• »*- r*.-
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license? 

A Yes sir. And took it down and recorded it at the County Seat ef 

this country, 

( Mr. Johnson, on "behalf of the Nat ion, objects to this evi

dence, "be cause the marriage license is the best evidence,or a certi

fied copy. Objections overruled, Chickasaw Nation excepts to the 

ruling of the Court.) 

Mr, Johnson: I offer in evidence Act ef 1890 of the Chick 

M M Legislature forbidding the marriage of an intermarried citizen 

to another white ##$$# person. 

Submitted, 

9 
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George T. La l l i n , et a l • 

Vs. Ho. 24 Judgment, Southern, L i s t . Dec. 22, 1897. 

Chickasaw station. 

This day t h i s cause coming on to he feard, upon the pleadings, 

exh ib i t s , proof, Master 's report and the exception f i l ed the re to , 

and i t app aring tha t Qeorge P. Laflin has departed t h i s l i f e since 

the f i l ing of the or ig ina l appl icat ion herein and i t further apparing 

t h t tte said George T. Lafl in, who was then a United Sta tes c i t i zen 

did M on the 12th day of pebruary, 1878 marry Mrs. M Caroline Thomas, 

Who was hen a Chickasaw Indian "by blood, and that sa id marriage I I I 

in compliance with the Chickasaw laws and l ived with her u n t i l the 

9th day of Hay, 1884, at which t i me his sa d wife died: 

I t ufr ther appears tha t the said ^eorge T. Laf l in wag 

married on the 22nd day of December, 1893 to Mrs. ITqncy A. Hoberson 

The sa d ITancy A. Robe rson being then a United S ta tes c i t i zen , and that 

said marriage was solemnized under the laws of the Chickasaw Ration, 

and t h a t the said Geo ge P. Laf l in l ived with her in the Chickasaw 

llation u n t i l the time of h is death . And tha t there was born unto the 

said George P. Laf l in by his union wi th the p l a i n t i f f ITancy A. 

Laf l in (nee Hoberson ; the applicants Hary JSmiline Lafl in, and 

Bertha Ann Laf l in . 

I therefore find as a matter of law th the said George P . 

Laf l in by his union with Caroline Thomas b ecame a member of the Chick

asaw Indians, and t h a t by his marriage with the applicant i-yancy 

A. Laf l in (nee Roberson) that she "became a member of the Chickasaw 
Bertha 

mribe of Indians, and that the applicants Hary Emily Lafl in and &300Dooac 

Ann Lafl in, become members of the Chic leas aw XadricODocxx Tribe of 

Indians at the i r b i r t h . 

I t s therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the court 

that the applicant Hancy A. Laf l in i s a member of the Chickasaw Tribe 

of Indians by intermarriage, and tha t the appl icants , Hary Emily 



Lafl in , and rjertha Ann Lafl in, are members of the Chickasaw Tribe of 

Ire1, ians "by reason of the i r "birth as aforesaid. 

I t i s further ordered and adjudged "by the court that Hancy 

Ag Lafl in , Mary tally Laf l in and Bertha Ann Lafl in, eachand a l l be 

•dmitted and enrolled as members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians 

as foresqi id , and they each have a l l the r i -hts, p r iv i l eges , and 

immunit i t i e s , as members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians . And the 

l e rk of th is court i s hereby ordered to forward a ce r t i f i ed cop 

of t h i s judgment t o '.he proper au thor i t i e s for the enrollment of said 

p a r t i e s , and that they ea h be enrolled by said au thor i t i e s upon the 

r o l l s made out for c i t izenship in the Chickasaw Ration. To t h i s 

judgment t>e Chickasaw Nation excepts. 

/f 



IN THFI UNITED STATES COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OP T V INDIAN 

TERRITORY, AT ARDMORE. 

George P. Laflin,et al,Plaintiff. 

Chickasaw Nation Defendant. 

The above named defendant dearning itself agrieved "by 

the decree made and entered in the above entitled cause on the 22nd 

day of December|1897,hereby appeals from said order and decree to the 

Supreme Court of the United States ,for the reasons specified in the 

assignment of errors filed herewith,and it prays that this appeal 

may he allowed and that a transcript of the record proceedings and 

papersupon which said order was made,duly authenticated may he sent t 

to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

W.B.Johnson, 
Solicitor for defendan 

This 11th,day of July,1898. 

The foregoing claim of appeal is allowed and bond for 

costs fixed at $100.00 

Hosea Townsend, 
Judge. 

This 11th,day of July,1898. 

ZO 
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IN THK UNITED STATES COURT fOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN 

TERRITORY, AT ARDMORE. 

George P. Laflin,Plaintiff? 

vs ASSIGNMENT OP ERRORS. 

Chickasaw Nation, Defendant. 

The defendant in this action in connection with his 

petition for appeal makes the following assignment of errors,which 

he avers occured upon the trial of the caiise,to-wit:-

Pirst,The Court erred## in holding that the act of Congress creat

ing a Commission to pass upon the Citizenship of applicants in the 

Chickasasw Nation and their rights to appeal to said court was con

stitutional. 

Second,The court erred in overruling the plea to the jurisdiction 

of the Dawes Commission rm& 3aid court to pass upon the Citizenship 

of the applicants herein. 

third,The court erred in holding that the laws ,customs and use-

ages of the Chickasaw ITationdid not control and govern the admission 

of the applicants to citizenship. 

Fourth,The court erred in holding that the Chickasaw Nation did 

not have a rightto pass a law relative to citizenship in the Chicka

saw Nat ion, when said law in a.ny way modified or changed a treaty of 

said Chickasaw Nation with the United States. 

Pifth, The court erred in holding that the applicant herein who 

had failed to comply with the laws of the Chickasaw Nation regulat

ing his citizenship therein was still entitled to all the rights Mid 

immunities of a citizen and entitled to he enroled a.s such. 

Sixth, The court erred in holding that it was unnecessary for 

the applicant in order to retain his citizenship in the Chickasaw 

Nation,which he had acquired hy the laws of said Nation by marriage 

into the said tribe to further comply with the laws of said Nation 

by not again marrying any United States Citizen. 
4 



Seventh, The court erred in holding that a United States Citizen 

could marry a Chickasaw Citizen "by "blood according to their laws and 

"become a citizen thereof,and after the death of said Chickasaw Indian 

that the said United States Citizen could marry another United States 

Citizen according to the laws of the Chickasaw Nation and thereby 

conferthe rights of citizenship in the said Chickasaw Nation upon the 

second spouse and the issue thereof and so ©n to all succeed ing 

issues* 

Eighth, The court erred in holding that the United States Citizen 

acquiring citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation did not forfeit his 

right to citizenship "by again marrying a United States Citizen. 

Ninth, The court erred in holding that a United States Citizen 

who had married a ^^M^f^M^i^M^Wk Chickasaw Indian and acquired 

citizenship in said Nation "by reason of said marriage, did not for 

feit the same when he had been divorced from his Indian Wife, 

Tenth, The court erred in holding that any United States Citizen 

diverced from an Indian wife had the right to confer citizenship in 

the said Chickasaw Nation upon the second wife who was a United Stat

es citizen and the issue thereof, 

JSleventh, The court erred in holding that where a United States 

Citizen had married an Indian Citizen ,according to the laws of the 

Chickasaw Nation and the Indian Citizen died,the United States citi-

zencould confer the rights of citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation on 

the issue of the second marriage with a United States Citizen,not in 

accordance writh the laws of the Chickasaw Nation. 

Twelveth, The court erred in holding that when a United States ci* 

izen whose Chickasaw Wife had either died ®r had "been divorced from 

him,and then he had married a United States Citizen,that the issue 

of said second marriage by marrying according to the Chickasaw laws 

could confer citizenship upon the spouse and children of saidissue. 

Thirteenth, The court erred in that after the papers in this case 

•̂  r* were' dastreyed an order was made that such papers he substituted 

within a certain date,during the same term of Court in which said 



fourteenth, The court erred in overruling defendants exceptions to 

the report of the Master in Chancery* 

Fifteenth, The court erred in granting this decree upon the sub

stituted pleadings and evidence of the plaintiff alone,the pleadings 

and evidence of betji plaintiff and defendant having been destroyed. 

Sixteenth, The court erred in granting a decree upon the report 

of the Master in Chancery alone. 

Seventeenth, The court erred in everruling the motion of the 

defendant for a new trial. 

Eighteenth, The court erred in referring this cause to a Master in 

Chancery. 

Nineteenth, The court erred in granting a decree for the plaintiff 

in this cause. 

W.B,Johnson. 

Atty. for Chic 



SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, I 
r ss 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , (Northern D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of 

the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter-

T 
and warn him tha t upon his fa i lure as said P r i n c i p a l Chief to a n s w e r on behalf of said nation, the 

compla in t will be taken for confessed, and you will make r e t u r n of the s u m m o n s i n s t a n t e r ; 

And you a re f u r t h e r commanded to notify said G r e e n M c C u r t a i n , P r i nc ipa l Chief aforesaid, 

t h a t t he p a p e r s , files and proceed ings in the case ot < V ? ^ V ^ ^ ^ C*Q 

Pi l e No SLAh. in the District Court for the &M^^M^^^ 

L^A^AAdA}vu(0 , by^yyiM^b^/•....LA~...djM..]L\/±s±: LJL_..cOL 

District of the 

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said <̂A»JLUJlŝ V̂ AAtlVs*-. District, Indian Territory, 

has been attached thereto. 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Territorv, aforesaid, this c*.3. 

day of March A. D , 1903. 

Qj^......Ms!^...DLAA^rA^ Clerk. 

By Z^jkjAlAXd^ Deputy 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

^ss 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P S Moseley, Governor of 

the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days -after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Governor of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter-

, by^(XMJu4 (L .£jdJbl^»xkL*jalL ritorv, at . 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on b-half of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter, 

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot .../..ULWQA^...U 

File No ^ l L m the District Court for the ...^JlW(^UJiA^K^ District of the 

Indian Terr i tory , has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said ^9...CUAA?V&OVV, District, Indian Te rritory, 

has been attached thereto. 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlestet% 

Indian Terr i tory, aforesaid, this c?Lo. ... 

day of March A. D , 1903. 

(XA^ /3 Jh.J^AA^J^\^ Clerk. 

Bv ^A^JZMJ^.. Deputy. 
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IN EQUITY. 

.«a...^^^-£l^...JL^:..«U^ 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 

Summons issued <&L3.. dav of 

March, 1903. Returnable instanter 

M a r s h a l ' s Fees . 
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T O T A L S . 

uuuiX^ T.:.-M).AMSUL* 
Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
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