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IN THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT.

WANCY A. LAFLIN, ®t al,, f
Plaintiffs,
V8. : )} PRTITION.

CHOTAW NATION AND CHICKASAW
HATION, = = = = = « = « « wofondants,

Come now the petitioners, Nancy A. Laflin, Mary Emily
Laflin and Rertha Ann Laflin, and respe¢tfully represent and
show to the court that. they and each of them are now, and have
been at and since gll the dates and times hereinafter mentioned,
residents of the Chilekasaw Nation, Indian Territory; that they
are each and all citizens and members of the Chickasaw gribe or
Nation of Indlans; that they each and all applied to the Commis-
‘sion to the Five Civilized tribes for eitlzenship and ewrollment
as citizens and members of the'Chickasaw Nation or Tribe of In-
dians, on the “th day eof september, 1896, tegether with Ceorge P
Laflin, deceased, sald application beins styled George P, Laflin
et al, va, Chiclasaw wation; that said Comnission nham sald
application and adnitted to citizenship the saild george P, Laf~
lin, deceased; but these petitioners were by the Jumnt of sald
Commission denied citizenship and enrollment as members éf’aam
Chickasaw wation or Tribe of Indiens.

That thereafter, and within thetime preseribed by law,
thege petitioners appealed from the judgent of the sald Cemnis~
sion to the Plve Civilized Tribes, to the United ctates Court
for the Southern District of the Indlan Territory, at Ardmere,
'whomin sald appeal was docketed in a cause styled George P,
Laflin et al,, plaintiffs, vs, Chickasaw Wation, defendant, and
numbered 24,

That thereafter, in sald nited States Court for the
Southern District of the Indian Territory, at Arduore, a fulj’
complete and final trial was had of sald cause, No, 24, styled
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George P, Laflin et al,, plaintiffs, vs. Chickasaw Nation, de-
fendant,and said court therein Germined, adjudsed and decreed
these petitioners, each and all, te be citizens and members of

sald Chickasaw Nation or Tribe of Imdlans, and ordered and dlrecte~

ad the Commission to the Plve Civilized qribes to place thenames
of these petitioners upon the rell of citizenship of theisaiad
Chickasaw yation or Tribe of Indiana, as members thereof, whigh
sald judgment was rendered by sald court, and entersd of record
therefn on the 22nd day of necember, 1897,

Petitioners further show that by its Judment rendered en the
17th day of .eeember, 1902, in a cause styled The Cheoctaw and
Chickasaw qribes or Nations of Tndians,; plaintiffs, ve. J. Ts
Riddle, et al,, defendants, this court adjudged and decreed all
the Judgments and decisions of the United gtates Court for the
Indian Territery, adnitting te citizenship and enrollment as
eltizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Watlons upon wmai from
the Commission to the FPive Civilized Tribes, the ten defendants

named in sald cause in this court, as well as those who had come

in and amade thomselves parties to sald cause, and all judgments
rendered in favor of all persons similarly situated, mdl and
vold,

These petitioners state that they were net parties to sald
suit or ¢ause of The Chogtaw and Chickasaw .ations, or Tribves of
Indians, plaintiffsy ve, J. T« Riddle, et al., defendants.

That 'mh eourt 4id not have the pwef or Jjurisdictvien
under the plesdings and evidence in sald cause, to set aside or
vagate the judzment theretofore rendered im the United states
Court for the Southern Distriet of the Indlan rerritery, adjudg-
mgand establishing the citizenship and mma_ram@ of these pe~
titioners as members of sald Ciekasaw wation or oribe of Indians;
and that said judgment of sald United states pourt for the
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Southern District of the Indian perritory, at Ardmore, declaring
‘am adjudging these petitioners to be citizens and members of
the Chickasaw wation or Tribe of Indians, was not in any way
affected, vacated, set agide or avolded by the sald judgaenit of
this eourt,

These petitioners,state, however, that 113&51:14012 as
this court has entered ita jJudgent and decree seiting aside all
the Judgments of sald United gtates Court for the Southern
Diatrict of the Indiean Territory, where the parties therete
are similarly situated te the ten defendents memed in sald cause
of the Choctaw and Chickasew vations, or pribes of Indians,
plaintiftfe, ves, J, T, Riddle, et al,, Qdefendants, the Commission
to the rive Civilized orives is denylng and will deny to theae
petitioners all rishte and privileges as such members and eiti-
zens of sald chickasaw .ation or pribes of Indians} and petitien
ers will be denied and deprived of all the rights and privil-
eges of citizens and members of sald Chickasaw wation or pribe
of Indians, unless the flles, papsrs, and proceedings in said
cause No, 24, styled aeqrgo P. Laflin, et al,, plalatiffa, vs.
Chickasaw ation, defendant,in said United states court for the
Southern Distriet of the Indian Territery, at Arduore, be certified
and sent to this court feor further proceedings therein.

Now, therefore, these petitioners, still ilansistiag
upon thelr rights as members and citizens of sald Chickasaw
Trive of Tmdians, and without walving any of the rights ad~
Judged and decreed to belong to them under and by virtue of sald
Judgment of the sald United ,tates Court for the Seuthern
Diatriat of the rndlan perritory, at Ardmore, in sald cause Mo,
24, atyled Georpge P, Laflin et al,, plaiatiffsvs, Chickasaw
m»t.i.an, defendants, most respectfully pray this court for an Or-
der or writ, orderimg and directing the clerk of the said United
States court for the Southera District of the IndiamTexritery,
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&t Ardrore, to certify and trans #r to this honorable court
all the files, papers, and proceedings in sald cause, Vo, 24,
styled george P. Laflin et al,, plaintiffs, vs, Chichasaw

Natlon, mmmm:. in sala emzrt, tmt the yrﬁmipal oh:af of

the Choetaw Nation and the Gaverm of the c‘niakam in.t ion tm
cited and merved with progess herein, to the eand that
petitioneras be established in and not deprived of W rights
as members and citizens of sald Chickasaw wation or 'rhm of
Indians, and for all other just and proper mnoﬁi.‘ t{m P
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In the Choctrw =nd Chickasaw Citizensghin Court,
Sitting at Tishomingo, I.T., June 20, 1904,
() == '
Nency A, Laflin, et al,
(b No, 83,

The Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations,

v ()

Present and presiding the Hons, Walter L, Weaver and

' Henry §, Foote, Associate Judges of said Coufb,

--o o

Appearances;
Cruce and Cruce, for Plaintiffs,

Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, for Defendants,

S Y—
June 20, 1904, This day this cause coming on to be heard
the following proceedings were had to-wit;

‘Mr. Cruce;
» In this case I had vermigsion of the Court to take some

teatimony and I have the witness here now, The testimony showed

that ¥r, Laflin married Caroline Blunt, but the license which

we introduced showed that he married Caroline Thomas; we now

wish to show that Caroline Blunt mnd Caroline Thomas were

one =nd the same nerson,
Judge Weaver; :
i Very well,

iMeligsa A, White,

a witness produced by the Plaintiffs, being duly sworn,
testified as follows;

lir, Comce;
: Q.- What is your name?
i



A.- Mqiiasa f; White,

Q.- Where do you live, lrs, White?

A.- Cut here at Harley Institute,

Q.- Are you running that Institute?

A.- Yes, sir,

C.~ You and ybur hugband?

A,- Yes, dr,

Qe= Are you a Chickagaw Indian?

A.- Yes, sir,

f(;f,'— Did you 1\:}10w George P, Laflin in his life time?

A,- Yes, sir, ‘

Q.- Did you know hig Indinn wife Caroline?

A,- Yeq, dar,

Q.+ Did you know her while they were living together as man
and wife? |

A.- Yes, sir,

Q.- Vhat was her maiden name?

A,~ Blunt,

Q.- What was her giben nave?

A,- Caroline,

Q= Do you know whether she was ever married to a man, or
lived with a mon as his wife, nemed Thomaeg?

A.- Yeg, dir,

Q.- Vas this man Thom-s dead or living at the time she married
Laflin? w—

A.- He was deed,

Qo= Do you know how he wet hig death?

A.- ge 2ot killed,

Q.- Did you know her while she wag living with Thomasg?

A.- Yes, eir, |

ii '
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Qe
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And her name wag Caroline Thomsg?
Yes, sir,
You saw her livinz with Thomas as man snd wife?
Yes, sir,
Can you state whether or not this woman you knew that
married Thomeg =and who afterwards merried Gec, P. Laflin,
wag the game woman known as Caroline Blunt? ’
Yeg, dr,
bo you know whether she has 8 sisber still living?
Yes, sir; she has one at Mill Creek,
Did you know her before she ever mfried?
Yee, air,
That name does she gp by now?
She gpes by her maiden neame Lena Blunt, I don't know
how many times she hns been married, but she still gpes
by her maiden name,
She has been me.rrie& geveral timeg?
Yes, sir,
But she gtill mes by her maiden nome?
Yes, sir, '
No Cross Examination,

Witness excused,



In the “hoctaw and “hickasaw Citizenship Court,

Sitting at Tishomi:gpe, I.T. June 16, 1904,

Nancy A, Laflin, et al,
R No, 83,
The Choctew and Chickasaw Nations,

D G S G D A G5 e e D S G G e D M e D D Go R R O S G e G

Thig day this cause coming on to be heard before the
Hone, Spencer B, Adams, Chief Judge and Walter L, Veaver,
Associate Judge of said €ourt, the Plaintiffs, being repres-
ented by their Attorneys, Cruce & Cruce and the Defendantsg
being represented by their Attorneys, Wansfield, licMurray

and Cornish, the following proceedings were had to-wit;

Mrg, Nancy A, Laflin,
a witness called by the Plaintiffs, being duly sworn, testi-
fied as followe;

Mr Cruce;
Q.- Your name ig Nancy A, Laflin?

A .- Nancy A. Rigley, now.

Q.- How long have you lived in the Chickasaw Nation,
B e come in November 1889 to the Chickasaw Na.tlon.
by A Do you- know George P, Laflin?

A.- Yes, sir,

Q.- Were you 'ever married to him?

A.- Yes, sir,
, i



Q.- Did Geo, P, Laflin, when you were married to him, have
any children?

A.- No, sir, not living,

Q.- Have you any children by Geo. P. Laflin?

A.- Yes, gir,

Q.- How many?

A.- Four,

Q.- Vhat 'are their nanes?

A,- George C,, Mary FEmily Fa¥lin, Bertha Ann Laflin, Josephine
Laflin,

(.- They are the applicante in thiscase, are they?

L.~ Yes, sir,

0.- You are nbt an Indian yourself?

A;- No, sir,

O.- You are a white woman?

A.- Yes, ®ir,

(.- Mr, Laflin wag a white man?

A." Yeﬁg Ei.l".
Q.- Your children, then are white?
A,- Yes, sir,

Q.- Is Mr, Laflin living or dead?
A.- He ig dead,
Q.- Were you 1i‘ving with him when he died?
A.,- Yes, smir,
Q.- The license under which you married Mr, Laflin, do you
know where they were obtained?
A.- At Oaklaend,
Q.- You know what he paid for them?
A,- Fifty Dollars,
il



Mr, Cruce:

3 a2

we

A,-
Q.-

_iz\.-

'
i

e offer the original license under which she wag married,
(Bame are attached to the Orizinal Application to the Dﬂmés
Commi gmion, )

You are still livine in the Chickasaw Nation?

Yen, gir,

Your children all live there?
Yes, sir,

Cross Examinagsion.

Mr, Cornish:

Y
! —
" .

Mrs, Laflin, you are the motherof Mary E, Laflin? And
Beetha Ann Laflin and your name is Nancy A, Laflin?
Rizgley, at present.

These children that you named are your children by Mr,
Laflin, who ig a white man?

Yes, gir,

None of his children by you possess any Indian blood?
No, eir,

You have no knowledoe of the marrisze of Mr, Laflin to
hig first wife?

Only the certificate,

Yitness &xcused,

-



Josgiah B, Brown,
a witnees called by the Plaintiffs, being duly sworn, testi-
fied as follows;
Mr, Cruce;

Q.- Vhat is your name?

A,- Joeriah B, Browm,

Q.- Vhere are you living?

A.- Tishomingp,

Q.- What nationali ty of people are you?

A.- + am a Chickassw,

Q.- {’o you hold any o'fficia.l position now?

A.- District Clerk, “hickssaw Nation,

Q.- Did you know George Laflin in his life time?
A.- Yes, sir,

Q.- Did you know his Indian wife?

A.- Yes, gir,

Q.'- You know ﬁmt her maiden name was?

A.- Blunt, Caroline Blunt,

Q.- Yo you know whether she Was ever merried to s man named

Thomag?

- the wag married go often I don't recollect,

- What nationality of people wag she?

- Chickasaw, I reckon,

- How much?
I don't know,

- You know any of her relatives now living?

- Wesley Parker; Tin Harris wag s cousin of hers,

- i, Harrig, you mean?

- No, the old Governor,

£ P oo o2 o PO e
1

- Tip Harris is a son o'f the old Governor?
Sl



A,- Yes, eir,
}o= Then, Iiﬁ Harrig would be a relative of Caroline Blunt?
A.- Yes, sir |
- dere you pretiy well acquainted with Caroline Blunt?
A.- Yes, sgir, knew her fifteen or twenty years,
: . Laflin
C.- Yo you know how lonk she snd George Rumt lived tozether?
L,- No, I don't recollect,
Q.- You know snything a,hou't the license under which they were
married?
A.« No, gir,

¥

ose FPxamination;

s

Mr, Cornish;
.- Do you know whether or not, this woman, who was the wife
of Laflin, was married prior to her marrisge to-Laflin?

e 5

A.- Yes, sire

Q.- To vhom had she been married?

A.- One husband wns Ab, ieCoy, she had been married several
limes before that,

Q.- Did you have n personal knowled=e of her divorce from
him, if at all? ;

A,~ McCoy 2pt killed,...

.- Did she have any living rusband when she married Laflin?

A, ~ 1 don't kraw,

Q.- You s.ﬁ,y she i‘s a cougin of Tio Harris,

A.- I think so; think her mther and Tiv Harris' mother claimed
to be migters,

Q,- What became ofv thig woman, Laflin's vife?

A.- She is dead,

il



Q.- Vhen did she die?

A.- Don't recollect,

Q.- Do you recollect the time when she died?

A.- No, sir, she died away up the country; 1 don't know when
she died, .

Q.- Yo you know whether she mnd Laflin lived together as husband
and wife until her death?

A.- I don't know whether they did or not,

Witness excuged,

--0 D

Peter Matubbie,
a witness called by the Plaintiffs, being duly sworn, testi-
fied as followsp | '

Mr, Cruce;
: Q.- What ig your name?

A.- Peter llgbubbie,

Q.- You have lived in the Indian Territory a pgood while?
A.- Yeg, sir,

Q.- Are you a.n indian?

A.- I am a Chickasaw by blood,

Q.- Did you know George P, Laflin?

A,- No, sgir,

Q.- You know Caroline Blunt?

A.- Yes, sir, I used to know her,

Q.- You kno® what nationality of }pmple she wag?
A.- She wag a Chickasaw,

0.- Do you know of her beinz married to a fellow named Thomas?

- wn ) e o



A,- I don't,
(o= You know any of her near relatives now living?
A,- L don't know any of her near relatives, ' ,U.Harris, that
is Doctor Harrig, he lives in iMcAlester, his wife was
a cousin, I think,
i is he n Indian?
A,- No, sir, he is a white man,
Q.- You say he is a first cousi'n of Caroline Blunt?
A,- Hiz wife ig,
(.- She was an Indian?
A.- Yes, sair,
( = who was s*:he before she married Harris? 1
.- fhe wag a Davig, |
Q.- You refer to Mrs‘. E, Poe Harrig?
- Yeg, sir, |

v )

Q.- How were .t} 18y related?

k.- Their mothers were sisters, They were Frazers,

Q.- Was this woman related to va. Cy Harris' family in any
way, do you know?

A.- The was related to Jackson Frazer, the firsl husiband of
Governor Harrig' wife,

Q.- Yo you know of this vfoumx Caroline Blunt being married at
all? '

A.- No, gir, I don't,

Q.= what was her n;;me' when you knew her?

A.- Caroline Bluat,

Q.- You have no kﬂoﬂe:ﬁl_;e of her exceut vhen she was a girl;
do you know whea she married?

A.- I don't know when she married; heard of her marrying,
but 1 don't know when she was married,

Lo

o -



Q.~ Then, you are not able to state from your own knowledge
whether or not the Caroline Blunt, whom you knew, was after-
wards the wife of Laflin?

A.- No, sir, I don't know,

litness excused,
Mr, Cruce;
. I went Lo offer the licenze issued to Yeo, P, Laflin,
to marry Mrs, Caroline Thomas, That was in 1878,
: Also a nusber of vermits, issued to Geo, P, i.aﬂin,
(Baid license and permits are attached to the orig;ina.l :
application to the Dawes Commigsion,)
That is our Base, |

Mr, Cornish; .
I dezire to make this statement on the nart of the

Nations a8 to our view of the weight of the evidence, ‘e think

that it hag not been sufficiently shown Uy competent évidence

that the firegt wife of Geo, P, Laflin wag a citizen, and that it
hag not been shown that he was married to her according to

the laws of the lation; the paper offered as the license

has not been identified as the license,nor does it bear the

aeal of the Court,

}Judge Adaws ; :
If you desire during this month, to offer testimony

alonz the lines indicated, we will hear it,



IN THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT, SITTING AT
TISHOMINGO IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY,
NOV¥MBYR TERM, 1904,

Nancy A, Laflin, ¢t al.,
78. 1‘?0. 85.

Choctaw and Chickassw Nations,
DPRCRERE O® COURT,

On this the 29th day of November, 1904, this cause
coming on for final decision, the seme having hewetofore been
submitted upon the law snd the evidence, and the Court be=
ing well and sufficiently advised in the premises, doth find
that the plaintiffs, Waney A, Laflin or Loftin, Mary FPmily
Laflin or Loftin end Bertha Ann Laflin or Loftin, are not eén-
titled to be deemed Or declared citizens of the Chickasaw Na-
tion, or to enroliment as such, ¢r t0 any rights whatever flow=
ing therefrom,

IT IS THERRFORE ORDERED, ADJUDGED AN DECREFD that
the petition of the plaintiffs, Wancy A, Laflin or TLoftin,
Mary Emily TLaflin or Loftin and Bertha Ann Lafin or Loftin,
be denied and that they be declared not citizens of the Chicka
saw Nation, and not entitled to enrcllment as such citizens,
eand not entitled to a1y rights whaeteve r flowing theref rom,

LA AR I I AR A A I B R O B B AR B B R A

Chief Judge,

EEE I B A B I B A B B BN R R B B A R IO B B A I ST RO B IR W

AssOci: te Judge,

LR R RN EE RN

Assoc late Judge.
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BEFORY, THE HONORABLF DAWES COMMISSION

Gee, P, Laflin,
Nancy A, Laflin,
Meary Fmily Laflin, &

Bertha Ann Laflin---v----~---- --Plaintiffs,
ve PETITION
Chickasaw Natien------+evce —--..Defendant ,

The petitiener, Geo, P.Larlin,statos;

That en the 12th day ef Febrmary,1878, he was lawfully married o
te Mres, Careline Themas,whe was & Chickasaw Indian by bleodjsald marr
riasge being contracted according te the laws of the Chickasaw Natien,

By reason ef which marriage,the petitiener,Gee,P,l.aflin,become &
member of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians; The swid Gee, P,laflin
and Careline Laflin lived tegether as hushand and wife untll the 9th
day ef May,1884,at which time the sald Careline Laflin died;

The sald Gee, P,Iaflin,en the 22nd day ef Dec,1893,in accord-
ance with the laws of the Chickasaw Natien,was married te Mrs, Nancy
A, Rebisen;by reasen of which,the said Nancy A.Reblsen beeeme a mem-
her of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians; The said Gee,P,I.af 1in and
the seid Nancy A, Laflin have ever sihce lived itegether as husband
and wife,and hve had born unte them,Mary FEmily Leflin,whe is twe
years of age,and Bertha Ann Laflin,age one ycar;

The Said Gee, P.l.aflin has,ever since his marriage with the sald
Careline Themas,been recognized as a citlzen of the Chickasaw Natuen,
and as such has drawn his annuity as a member eof said Natienjand sine
sald date has resided,and new resides,in the Chickasaw Natien, Ind,
Territor&.

REFYRFFORE ,Petitieners ask that they he enrelled as members

of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians,

A.C,Cruce,
Atty, for petitieners,
12



INDIAN TFRRITORY,
CHICKASAW NATION ,

Geo, P,Laflin,being duly swern,upen eath statess
That he is ene of the petitieners in the feregeing applicatien,
and that the matters and facts set ferth in the abeve and feregeing

petitien are true,
George P, Laflin,

Subscribed and swern te hefore me this the 17th day ef August
1896,

George M, Curtis,
Notary Public,

(8eal)

13



CLERKS O¥FICE

Tisheminge Deunty,C.N,

In accerdance with an Act ef the Legislature,requiring all nen=
citizens te ehtain a license te marry a citizen ef the Natlen;Whereas
Mr, Gee, P,laflin, a nencitizen ef this Natien,wishing te marry a cit
izen ef thiés Natlen,Mrs, Careline Themas,a Citizen ef this Natien,and
whereas ,Mr, Laflin has cemplied with the sald Act, I issue him these
license te marry Mrs, C, Themas,

This given under my hand,this the 12th day ef February,A.D.
1878, '
S.D,James, Clerk,

Joseph H, WVelf, TeCoCuNe
Ce& P Judge,



CHICEKASAW
COUNTY OF

NATION PICKENS

Te any Judge of the County er Distr ict Court,erdained Minister eof
the Gesp#l in and fer said county ef Pickens,
GRFRETING

You are autherized te selemnize the

RITES OF MATRIMONY

BetweenMmgGeo, P,Laflin and Mrs, Nancy A, Rebisen,

And make due return te the Clerk ef the County Court within

thirty days thereafter certifying veur actien under this

License,

Witness my official signature and seal of effice,Pickens Ce,

this the 2lst day ef December,1893,

y, ﬂ.V. Colbort‘.
Judge Ce, Ceurt,Pick, C

I, Rev. Jehn Wilsen,hereby certify that en the 22nd deay ef December,
A.D.,1893,1 united in marriage Gee, P, Laflin and Mrs,Nancy A,Themas
tge parties abeve named,

Witness my hand this the 2<nd day ef December,l893,

Rev, Jehn Wilsen,

Filed fer recerd 23 rd day ef December 1893,Reeerded 23rd day ef Dec,
1893,

Isaac O, Lewis,
Clerk,
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O FWICE OF PERMIT INSPRCTOR,
FOR PICKENS CO, C.N,

Received of W,A,Wekls permit Ne, 941,in empley ef Gee,P,
Laflin ,fer 12 menths,frem first day ef January 1889,

R,B,Willis,
Inspecter Permits feor Pick? CO,

Ardmere, Ind, Ter,
February,17th, '92,

Mr Lewis Williams,
Dear Sir:

I have received frem the County Clerk the certificate ,net-
ifying me that yeu have cemplied with the rental laws ef the Chick-
asaw Natien entitling you te a permit under tehtract with Gee, P,laf-
lin,

The permit fee 1s‘$5.00,which veu are requested te ebtaih in
persen frem my effice within fifMeen days frem date , Please at-
tend te this matter at ence,

H,H.Meclane,
Permit Cellecter, Pick, County.

CIFRKS OFFICE

Pickens Ce, C,.N,
This is te certify that I have recelved of J,E.,Sligen five dellars
for registemtion he being duly empleyed by Gee, P, JTaflin as farmer
for the term oI twelve months,frem date,
Given under my hand and seal of effive this the 8th day eof

Mey,1880,

AH,Taw,
By H.H.Mcl.ane ,,,Sheriff, Clk, Pick, CO, C.l;
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OFFICE OF PFRMIT INSPECTOR
FOR PICKFNS COUNTY,C,N,

Received of J.,K,Jaflin permit Ne, 940,in empley of Geeo, P,
Laflin fer 12 menths,frem first ef January,1889,

R.B,Willis,
Inspecter Parmits fer Pick, Co,

INDIAN TERRITORY

CHICJASAW NATION,
Mrs, B.W,Carter bheing swern states:

I am fifty three years eld, I am a member by bleed ef the Chickasaw
Tribve eof Indains, I am the widew eff the late B,W.Carter and am a sis-
ter of Wm, Guy,whe was at ene time Gev, ef the Chickasaw Natien, I
live in Ardmere, Chickasaw Natien, Indian Territery, I am acquain-
ted with Geo/ P Laf 1in and his fermer wife Careline , Have knewn
her all my life, She was & member by bleed ef the Chickasaw Tribe
of Indians and was almest if net altegether a full bleed Chickasaw,
Gee, P,laflin is & white man, I have knewn him since his marriage
with Careline ,which eccured abeut eighteen years age, The maiden
anme ef his wife was Careline Blunt, She is new dead, Her citizen-
shilp was never questiened while she lived, 1 ;m in ne way related
te said Laflin er his wife and have ne interest in the eutcome eof
his applicatien fer citizenship,

Mrs, B,W,Carter,
Subscribed and swern te hefere me this the 1st day ef September,h 1896

Chas, L,Jehnsen,
Netary Public,

$eal)

4 1



Indian Territery
Chickasaw Natien,
The affiant,C,D,Carter,after being Tirst duly swern
saysf
That he 1s 28 years ef age,and is a Chickasaw Indlan by bleed,
and is at present superintendant ef Public Scheels ef the Chickasaw
Natien,

I am acquainted with the applicant ,Gee, P, Laflin,and have
knewn him since befere he was married te Careline Thomas, FHe is now
living in the Chickasaw Natien, Indian Territery,where he ha s been
living since I first knew him, The sald Gee, P, 1aflin was married
to Mrs, Car eline Themas seen after I first bhecame scquainted with
him,which must have been seme time in the year of 1878, Mrs, Care=-
line Themas's maiden name was Careline Blunt, I was well acquainted
with her,and she was a full bleed Chickasaw Indian, er neatly se,

She is new dead and has been dead fer several years,Said Geeo,P,laflin
has lands imprevedand has been eccupying same as & Chickasaw Citizen,
and I have never heard of his rights being dusputed as & Chickasaw
Citizen;and I knew he has had as many as ene sult in the Chicksasaw
Court cencerning lands that he had impreved,between himself and an-
ether Chickasaw Citizen,and in sald case the Chickasaw Courts assume
¢d and teok jurisdictien ef the case and trled it,

C.D,Carter,

Subscribed and swern te befere me this the 3lst day ef August,l896,

Chas, IL,Jehnsen,
Netary Public,

(Seal)
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Indila ;] Territery
Chidkasaw Natien
The affiant ,G.0,Walthall,after being first duly

swern says:

That I am 36h years of age,and live in the Chickasaw Natilen
Indian Territery,and that I was acquainted with Mrs, Careline Themas
wvhe intermarried with Gee, P,Laflin,in February,1878, That the said
Careline Themas was a ene half Chickasaw Indian by bleed,a ene feurth
Chectaw Indian by bleed and ene feurth whith weman by bleoed,and that
she showed the Indlan bleed ver: plainly,

That the said Careline Themas lived with the sald Geeo,P,
TLaflin as his wife until her death,which eccured seme time in May,'84

I further certify that the said Gee,P,laflin,intermarried
with Nancy.A.Rebisen,a white weman,in Dec, 1893 and is new living
with her,and has hy sald marriage twe children,whese names are Mary
Fmily Laflin aged twe years,and Bertha Ann Laflin whese age is ene
year,and that the sald Gee,P.Taflin 1s new living with his last wife,
whe was nancy A,Rebisen,tegether with his twe children,in the Chick-
asaw Natien, Indiam Territery,and has lands impreved and in his pes-
essienand 1s eccupying and enjeying same as a Chickasaw Indiaﬁ.

I further certify that the said Gee,P,l.aflin lived in the
Indisn Territery for six er eight years prier te his marriage with
the sald Carelije Themas,and has se lived in sal d Territery ever sine

and is new se living ,

G,0,Walthall,
Subscribed and swern te befere me this the 19th day ef August,l896,

A . B.Carey,
Netary Public,
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Indian Territery
Chickasaw Natien

The affiant,Jee Andersen, after being first duly
sworn,depoeses and saya;

That I am 44 years of age,and live in the Chi
ckasaw Natien, Indian Territery,and that I was acquainted with Mrs/
Careline Themas, whe intermarried with Gee, P,Laf lin in February,
1878, The the sald Tareline Themas was a ene half Chickasaw Ind,
by bleed ,a ene feurth Chectaw Indian by bleod,and ene feurth white
weman by hleed and that she shewed tle Indain bleod very plainly

That the sald Careline Themas lived with the sald Gee, P,
Laflin as hds wife until hher death, which eccured seme time in May
1884.

I further certify that the said Gee, P,Laflin intermarried
with Nancy,A, Rebisen,a white weman,in Dec, 1893,and is new living
wit her,and has by saild marrlage twe children,whese names are Mary
Fmily Laflin,age twe years and Bertha Ann Ld£lin,apge one yemm, and
thaththe sald Gee,P,laflin is new living with his last wife,whe
wag Nancy A.Reblsen,tege'her with his twe children,in the Chickasaw
Natien, Indiam Territery,and has lands impreved and is in pessess-
den and 1s eccupying and enjeying same as a Chickasaw Indian,

I further certify that the said Gee, P,l.aflin lived in
the Indlan Territe ry fer six or eight years prier te his marriage
with the said Careline Themas,and has se lived in sald Territery ever
since ,and is new se living,

Jee Andersen,
Subscribed and swern te hefore me this the 19th day ef August, 1896,

A,B,Carney
Netary Public,

(Seal)

/0
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Indian T:;ritcr?
Chickasaw;iutbion
The affiant,Jee Candell,afetr being duly swern,depes
es and says:
That I am 43 years of age,ancd live in the Chickasaw Nat
ien, Ind, Ter,andthd I was acquainted with Mrs, Careline Themas,
whe intermsrrled with Gee, P,LfLlin in February,1878, That the sald
Careline Themas was a ene half Cklckasaw Indian by bleed,a ene fourth
Chectaw Indlan by bleed and ene feurth white weman by bleed,and that
shheswhewed the Indian bleed very plainly,
That the sald Csreline Themas lived with the sald Gee,P,
Laflin as his wife until her death,which eccured some time in Max'84
I further cerrify that the sald Gee,P,Laflin intermarried
with Nancy A.Rebisen,s white weman,in Dec, 1893,and is new living
with her,and has by said marriage twe children,whese names are Mary
Emily Laflin, age twe years and Bertha Ann Laflin age ene year,and
that the sald Gee,P,Laflin is new living with his last wife ,whe was
Nancy A.Rebisen,tegether with his twe children,in the Chickasaw Nat
len, Indlaj Territery, and has landssimpreved and is in pesessien
and is eccupying and enjeying same as a Chickasaw Indiarn,
I futbher certify that hte said Gee, P,laflin livedcin the
Indian Territery fer six er eight mears prier te his marriage with

the sald Careline Themas,and has se lived in sald Territery ever

since,and is new se living,

Jee Cawdell,
Subscribed and swern te before me this the 19th day ef August,1896,

A.B.Cerney,
Netary Public,
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DEPARTMENT OF THR INTFRIOR,
Commission to the five civilized tribes.

Vialta, Indian Territery,
Nov, 10, 1896,

Geo, P,Laflin, Nacy-

A,Laflin,his wife,and his ;
Filed Sept,9th,1l896,Answer

children,Mary FmilyLaflin
Tiled,George P,Laflin admit=-

and Bertha Ann Laflin, ‘
téd as an intermarried Cite

ve

' izen and his two children,
Chickasaw Natilon,

Mary Fmily Laflin &Bertie
Ann Taflin denied.,His wife
Vancy A.Laflin rejected,

A,C.Cruce,
Ardmore, Ind, Tey

TG G o i T A e AN AT e W s R G Al e G SR e e W e e RS e e WL G G ol B DA R S e e e e —

- - s o -

I, H.M.Jackoway,Jr;,Socretary,do hereby certify that the
above and foregoing is a true a§3r§§§§ of Chickasaw Record "C" page
25,0f The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribos;

Given under my hand and official signatdare this the
28th day of January,1897,

H.,M,Jacoway,Jr,,
Secretary,

By Henry Stroup
Act,



George P,Laflin, Bt Al vs Chickasaw Nat ion, No, 24
REPORT

To the Hoﬁ. CeB.Kllgore,Judge of said Court;-

This application was filed with the Commission from
the United States to the Pive Civilized Tribes if Indians on
September,9th,1896,and this case comes up now before me,on appeal
from thr decision of said COmmiaaion;

, I find from the evidence in this case,the following
factss~ That on the 12 day of February,1878,applicant was duly
and legally married to Mrs, Caroline Thomas,a Chickasaw Indian
by blood; that they continmed to live together as husband and
wife until the 9th day of May,1884,at which time the said Carolie
Laflin died. "

That said petitioner,on the 22nd day of December,1893
in accordance with the laws or the Chickasaw Nation,merried Miss
Nancy A, Rébison,a white woman and a citizen of the United States
that as a result of sdid last named marriage there has bheen born
unto them two children,Mary Fmily Laflin and Beriha Ann Lafliﬂ.

I recommend that George P;Lgflin be admitted as an in=-
termarried citizen of the Chickasaw Nation,and that his lest nam-
ed wife,Nancy A.Laflin and their ywo children Mary FEmily and Ber-
tha Ann Laflin be denied citizenship,for the reasons set forth in
the Wigg's Abpeal cage, No;zv.

W.H,S,Campbell
Master in Chancery,



IN THE UNITED STATES COURT,IN THR INDIAN TERRITORY?SOUTHFRN DISTRICT
AT ARDMORE,

George P; Laflin,
24 vs Before W,H,L,Campbell,Esq,, Mnster;
Chickasaw Natien
yT. Laflin ,a witness in his ewn bhehalf,after being
duly swern,sayss
Direct examinatien by Mr, W,I,Cruse:
Q@ Hew old are yeu Mr, Laflin?
A 57 years old,
Q You ene of the applicants in this caaef
A Yes sir,
Q@ I will get you te state whether er net yeu drew yeur annuities in
18939
A Yes sir,
§ Were you en the Chickasaw rells then?
A Suppese I was;
Q Have yeu ever received any netice frem the Chickasaw autherities
that yeur name was erased,or weuld he erased ?
A I went te the Capital te register and Dick McClisk teld me that
they weuld noet register me,
Q@ When was that?
A September,
Q Had you ,up te that time, received any notice ?
A Yo sir,
€ Do yeu knew whether er net yeur name is on the rell as an inter=-
married citizen fer permits ?
A The permit cellecter has been there,
Q What did he ceme there for ?
A Teor permits, I had netice that the case was appealed and I didnt
XES“” pay them,

Q Cress examination by Mr. Jehnsen.
v



Q@ You have some land in cultivatien in the Chickasaw Natien ?

A Yes sir,

Q@ That is the reason they require these permits ,in order te cultivt
the land ?

A I suppese so,

Q Vhen were you married the last time 9

A, T think in 1892,

Q Wasn't it in 1893,the 22nd day of December ?

A Might have been 1895.

Q Your last wife was Miss Minnie ?
A Yes sif?

Q A United States Citizen?

A Yes sir:

Q@ Have you any children by her?

A Yes sir,

Agreement
It 1s agreed that the whole case ig up before the Mlstef.

Q@ The only children you have is by thés last wife,whe was & United
States Citizen,and you are a United States Citizen,except by inter-
marriage 7

Yes Siré

Vhere were you married te your Indian wife ¢

Galleway Frasher's,in Chectaw Natien,

Wasnt yeu married in the Cemmanche Ceuntry ?
Ne sir, if I had I weuld have married & Commnncha;

Wasn't yeur heme there 9

My heme was en the Hell Rearing Creek,

Haven't yeu lived in the Cemmanche Country 9%

> & > O > O > O P>

No sir ,never lived there,
By Mr. Cruce---Re-Cress
Q@ Tell the Ceurt whe yeu precured your licenge frem te marry this
white weman and what they cest,
ffﬁ}A I got them frem County Judge Carter,I think was his name,and paicd
: him $50,00 fer them,

Q@ You married a United States Citizen and mnaid &RA NN fav +ha adld



/7

license?
A Yes sir, And teok it dewn &nd recerded it at the County Seat eof
this country,

( Mr, Johnsen,en behalf ef the Natien,ebjects to this evi-
dence,because the marriage license is the best evidehce,or a certi-
fied copf. Objectiens everruled, Chickasaw Natien excepts to the
ruling ef the Court,)

Mr, Jehnsani I offer in evidence Act ef 1890 ef the Chick
asaw Legislature ferbidding the marriage of an intermarried citizen
te anether white #W## person,

Submitted,



george P, La¥lin, et al.
Vs, To, 24 Judgment, Southern, Dist. Dec., 22, 1897,

Chickasaw wjation,

This day this cause coming on to be ®ard, upon the pleadings,
exhibits. proof, Master's report and the exception filed thereto,
and it app aring that éeorge P, Laflin has departed this life since
the filing of the original application herein and it further aspparing
tht tre said éeorge T. Laflin, who was then a United States citizen
did x® on the 12th day of pebruary, 1878 marry Mrs, & Caroline Thomas,
who was “len a Chickasaw Indian by blood, and that said marriage was
in compliance with the Chickasaw laws and lived vi th her until the
9th day of May, 1884, at which ti me his sad wife died:

It ufrther appears that the said ;eorge T, Laflin was
married 6n thé 22nd day of December, 1893 to Mrs. Ngncy A, Roberson
The sa d Nancy A. Roberson being then a United States citizen, and that
said marriage was solemnized under the laws of the Chickasaw yalion,
and that the sadd Geo ge P. Laflin lived with her in the Chickasaw
Nation until the time of his death . And that there was born unto the
sald George P, Laflin by his union with the plaintiff Nancy A,

Laflin (nee Roberson”® the applicants Mary Fmiline Laflin, and
Bertha Ann Laflin.

I therefore find as a matter of law th the said Ggeorge P,
Laflin by his union with Caroline Thomas b ecame a member of the Chick-
asaw Indians, and that by his marriage with the applicant yancy
A, Laflin (nee Roberson) that she became a member of the Chickasaw
pribe of Indians, and that the applicants Mary Fmily Laflin and mhéam
Ann Laflin, become members of the Chickasaw Maxkkoxxxx Tribe of
Indians at their birth.

It 8 therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed by the court
that the applicant Nancy A, Laflin is a member of the Chickasaw Tribe

of Indians by intermarriage, and that the applicants, Mary Fmily



Laflin, and Bertha Ann Laflin, are members of the Chickasaw Tribe of
Irdiians by reason of their birth as aforesaid,

It is further ordered and adjudged by the court that Nancy
A, Laflin, Mary Fmily Laflin and Bertha Ann Laflin, eacha nd all be
admitted and enrolled as members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians
as foresqdid, and they each have all the richts, privileges, and
immunitities, as members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. And the
clerk of this court is hereby ordered to forward a certified cop
of this judgment to the proper authorities for the enrollment of said
parties, and that they ea h be enrolled by said amthorities upon the
rolls made out for citizenship iﬁ the Chickasaw yation., To this

judgment the Chickasaw Nat ion excepts.



IN THE UNITED STATES COURT FOR THE SOUTHFERN DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN
TERRITORY, AT ARDMORE,

George P, Laflin,et al,Plaintiff,
s

Chickasaw Nation Defendant,

The above named defendant deaming itself agrieved by
the decree made and entered in the above entilled cause on the 22nd
day of December,1897,hereby appeals from sald order and decree to the
Supreme Court of the United States ,for the reasons specified in the
asslignment of errors filed herewdth,and it prays that this appeal
may be allowed and that a transcript of the recoré proceedings and
papersupon which said order was made,duly authenticated may he sent ¢

to the Supreme Court of the United States,
W.B,Johnson,
Solicitor for defendan

This llth,day of July,1898,

The foregoing claim of appeal is allowed and bond for
costs fixed at $100,00
Hosea Townsend,
Judge,

This 1llth,day of July,1898,



IN THE UNITED STATES COURT FOR THR SOUTHFRN DISTRICT OF THF INDIAN
TERRITORY, AT ARDMORE,

George P, Laflin,Plaintiff?
vs ASSIGNMFENT OF ERRORS,
Chickasaw Nation, Defendant,

The defendant in this action in connection with his
petition for appeal makes the following assignment of errors,which
he avers occured upon the trial of the cause,to-wité-

First,The Court erred## in holding that the act of Congress creat-
ing a Commission to pass upon the Citizenship of applicants in the
Chickasasw Nation and their rights to appeal to sald court was con=
stitutional,

Second,The court erred in everruling the plea to the jurisdictien
of the Dawes Commissior and said court to pass upon the Citizenship
of the appldcahts hereiﬁ.

Third,The court erred in holding that the laws ,customs and use-
ages of the Chickasaw Nationdid not contrel and govern the admission
of the applicants to citizenship;

Fourth,The court erred in holdipg that the Chickasaw Nation did
not have a rightte pass a law relative to citizenship in the Chicka=-
saw Nation,when sald law in any way modified or changed a treaty of
said Chickasaw Nation with the United State;.

Fifth, The court erred in helding that the applicant herein who
had failed to comply with the laws of the Chickasaw Natien regulat-
ing his citizenship therein was still entitled to all the rights and
immunities of a citizen and entitled to be enroled as such,

S8ixth, The court erred in helding that it was unnecessary fer
the applicant in erder to retaln his citizenship in the Chickasaw
Nation,which he had acquired by the laws of sald Natien by marriage
inte the sald tribe to further comply with the laws of sald Nation

by not again mayrying any United States Citizen,
4



Seventh, The court erred in holding that a United States Citizen
could marry a Chickasaw Citizen by bleod accerding to their laws and
become a citizen thereef,and after the death of sald Chickasaw Indian
that the said United States Citizen could marry another United States
Citizen agcording to the laws of the Chickasaw Nathen and thereby
conferthe rights of citizenship in the said Chickasaw Natien upen the
second speuse and the issue thereef ana so #m te all succeed ing
issues,

Eighth, The court erred in helding that the United States Citizen
acquiring citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation did net ferfeit his
right te citizenshilp by again marrying a United States Citizen,

Ninth, The court erred in helding that a United States Citizen
whe had married a P SIAISSCL#EA Chickasaw Indian and acquired
citizenship in said Nation by reason of said marriege, did net fer
felt the same when he had been diverced frem his Indlan Wife,

Tenth, The court erred in helding that any United States Citizen
diverced frem an Indian wife had the right te coenfer citizenship in
the sald Chickasaw Natien upon the second wife who was a United Stat-
es citizen and the issue thereor;

Eleventh, The ceurt erred in helding that where a WUnited States
Citizen had married an Indlan Citizen ,accoerding te the laws of the
Chickasaw Natlien and the Indlan Citizen died,the United Staties citi-
zencould cenfer the rights of citizenship in the Chickasaw Natlien en
the issue of the secend marriage with a United States Citizen,net in
accordance width the laws ef the Chickasaw Nutieﬁ.

Twelveth, The court erred in helding that when & United States clé
izen whese Chickasaw Wife had either died er had been diverced fren
him,and then he had married a United States Citdzen,that the issue
of said second marriage by marrying according to the Chickasaw laws
could cenfer citizenship upen the spouse and children of saldissue,

Thirtmenth, The court erred in that after the papers in this case
wereddéstreyed an erder was made that such papers bDe subsiituted

within a certain date,during the same term of Court in which sald

avrdar woaa mada ®



Fourteenth, The court erred in everruling defendants exceptiens te
the repert of the Master in Chancery.

Fifteenth, The court erred in granting this decree upen the sub-
stituted pleadings and evidence of the plaintiff alene,the pleadings
and evidence of bhetk plaintiff and defendant having been destreyed,

88xteenth, The court erred in granting a decree upen the repeort
of the Master in Chancery alene,

S8eventeenth, The court erred in everruling the motien ef the
defendant fer a new trial,

Eighteenth, The court erred in referring this cause te a Master in
Chancery,

Nineteenth, The ceurt erred in granting a decree for the plaintifs

in thils cause.,

W.B,Jehnsen,
Atty, fer Chickasaw Natien,
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SUMMONS.

United States of America,

Indian Territory, o

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court.

The President of the United States of America,

To the United States Marshal for the Indian Territory, Northern District,

GREETING:

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of
the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this
summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, 1n the Indian Ter-

and warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the

nitorv, at .. X A ALY

complaint will be taken for confessed. and you will make return of the summons instanter;

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Principal Chief aforesaid,

File No. oo b~ the District Court for the ...

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case ot .7/ XA/

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said ,& District, Indian Territory,

has been attached thereto.

WITNESS the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge,
Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Foote, Associate
Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester,
Indian Territory, aforesaid, this ... 1 TR,

day of March A. D, 1903.
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SUMMONS.

United States of America, |

Indian Territory, .88

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court.

The President of the United States of America,

TQ the United States Marshal for the Indian Territory, Southern District,

GREETING:

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P § Moseley, Governor  of
the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on bebalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this
summons upon him, as Governor of said Nation a complaint 1n Equity filed against the
Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Couart, i the Indian Ter-

2

ritory, at ..A&4,

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on bzhalf of said nation, the
complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons 1nstanter,

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid,

that the papers, files and proceedings 1n the case ot ﬂﬁ/\/{@/j &(/i% ; M__ CA)

File No. 2’(74 e 0 S the s trgct {Court for: thel /g AR AN . District of the

Indian Territory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said . District, Indian Territory,

has been attached thereto.

WITNESS the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge,
Walter L. Weaver and Henry S Foote, Associate
Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester,

Indian Territory, aforesaid, this .. B .

day of March A. D, 1903.
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