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IE sn croc \\\; AND CHICKASAW CITTZHSHSFITP co 

'• V» ALI l U U d M r , ) 
) 

v s . JBirioH, 
[OaTS, ) 

Comes now the p e t i t i o n e r , W. V» Alexander, 0 raapaatful ly 

repress n t s and shows to tho t t u r t that ho i s now, aad for xsoro 

than t h i r t y years p r i o r t o , Hid oonti-uousl;,- sine:;, a K tho 

da tes and times he re ina f te r Biaatiai | hai fcesn Kit 

of 14.an Ter r i to ry , and Chickasaw Nation; t ha t he i3 a c i t ­

izen aafeer of tho Chickasaw ffation or Tribe of Indiana; tha t 

on tha 7 af September, 1890D, he a I to Bha Commission 

PUva Civiliv; To- enrollment aa a a l t i s an and 

V ifltaaaw ITa.ion or Priba of I id 

Coamiaaion pp l ioa t i on , Ltion IT was $y 

•aid CaB*fl\**iOS >d to c i iaanal I 

onrollxior-t as a c i t i zen and * . .- i o : : a s a w o f 

Indiana. 

That the rea f t e r , said oauae VOLS appea - mt 

. I i ion to th-3 Fivo C i / i l i zed Tr ibes , GO :i tod 

•a^taa Cou^t Cor V ^r Dia t r io t 0 I Indian Terr i tory , 

a t Ardt-ora, wherein sai'1 appeal wae docketed in a oau ,yled 

W. V. Alexander et a l . , v s . Chlclaaaai na t ion , I afearad 36. 

That thereaf ter , in United 8 Oattrt for fcha Sou-hern 

D i s t r i c t o Indian Terr i tory , a t Arrta , . f u l l , cp^Lplote 

and f ina l t*4al was had of sai ! oause XTo. 36, stylod as aforo-
O J 
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[H m ^ CIO A3T> CrUCKAS.\v; OXTIfflNSfflP COURT. 

^ , V, J&^<Xtwm 91 a l . , ) 
P e t i t i o n e r s , ) 

v i . ) PETITION 
GHCX3TAV/ A?m CTttCftAStfW NATIONS. 

Coxuo now the p e t i t ionens h e r s in N e t t i e 1* Alexander , 

Pe r ry J% Al seamier , B e r t Alexander , Sheb V Alexander , L e s l i e 

Alexander and Robert Alexander, and r e s p e c t f u l l y r ep ine Hit and 

show to t h i s c o u r t ; 

a t one W* v . Alexander , then a o i t i j sen of the United S t a t e s , 

on the 15tSh day of A p r i l , 18#8, was a r e s i d e n t of the Choctaw 

Nation of I n d i a n s ; t h a t on M i a '-&y, in teqpXianee with, the l a 

of s a id N a t i o n , he was duly and l e g a l l y Married to "Rebecca 

BeXbertj a c i t i z e n and n e u t e r of t he Chioicaeaw Nation o^ Tr ibe 

of I n d i a n a , by b l o o d , du ly recognized and en ro l l ed a s suoh; tha t 

at tder and by v i r t u e of Che laws of ttte Chickasaw Mation aa id 

W\V» Alexander the reby baoai e and was a c i t i z e n and Uiomb r of 

s a id C"Hi<;l::i8 W - r i b e of Indiana , e n t i t l e ! t o a l l he r i g h t s «**d 

p r i v i l e g e s of a Chickasaw Indian and member of naid - r i b e by 

b l o o d ; t h a t h e , Hhe sa id W# V. I t t i l lit HI WH reco^ni:- en­

r o l l e d a s a member pf aaid Nation by he p roper and lawful au­

t h o r ! l i e s , was p e r m i t t e d to r o t e , s e r v e a s a j u r o r , and the 

c o u r t s of sa id Chickasaw Nation assumed j u r i s d i t i o n over h i e 

pe r son and p r o p e r t y , and ho mm t r i e d in s a i d oour ba and h i s 

p r o p e r t y r irchts adjud i.aated t h e r e i n , e tc* That the sa id Rebecca 

Alexander , (nee Co lbe r t ) d i ed ; find sa id W«V Alexander , on the 

24 th day of Feb rua ry , 1894, was duly and lawfu l ly mar r ied under 
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-» - • 

the Governor of feh« Chickasaw Ha Uon be served with process 

M3 l i t t d as "by law provided; I on a hea r in - of th i s 

oauoe by th i s oou^t, these pe t i t ioners bt a ' d aid decreed 

to bo OltlSSKia mid sunfeets of naid Gbiclnaaw ^at ion or ~v-ibe 

o f ~n~.Lui:r>9 m i t l e d .o a i l .v i r i gh t i sttd »ri3f«l«tfoi M 

such, and for suoh o fcmr SUd Pi ' r e l i e f as they Bflgr he en-

t i tl'rV to in • isses. 

fjl A. Forneys for pe t i t i ons ra» 
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IN THR CHOCTAW AHD CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT, 
SITTING AT TISHOIfXHOO, JTOK TKRK, 1904. 

V. V» Alexander f e t a l f 

v s . wo. 80. 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions , 

Cruce & Cruee, a t torneys for P l a i n t i f f s . 

Hansf i e l d , !^Murray & Cornish, f o r Defendants. 

Present and presiding the Honorable Walter L. Weaver, 

AsBooi ate Judge. 

JTJKK 17, 1904. This day t h i s eause coming on to 

be heard, both p l a i n t i f f s , and defendants be ing represented 

by Counsel, and both having announced ready f o r t r i a l , the 

fo l lowing proceedings were had, to-wit : 

w. V. AiaKAHD-RH, recalled* 

Mr# Cruoe: 

Q.—Ycu are the Vrm Alexander that t e s t i f i e d on yesterday, 

I b e l i e v e ? 

A,—Yes s i r , 

Q.~~SoiB thing said yesterday, you t s t i f l e d yesterday, about 

ur marriage to your f i r s t wi fe m the Choctaw Hat ion, 

I w i l l g e t you tc s tate again what her name was? 

A.—Hebecca Colbert, 

Q , — l e l l r r * you stated that you married her in the Choot«pr 

TTation in 18(55? 

A.—Yea a ir . 

Q#-~Will get yo to t e l l the court in your own way, j u s t 

what ;/ou did and v»ho married you, end *hat you did t o ­

ward procuring a l i c e n s e , what you g*t and what you did? 

A.—Well in the f i r n t place , her brother went V7ith me. 

0,#~~What was h i s name? 

A.—Jim Colbert. 



•"•.—CK- ahead'1' 

A.—We idn ' t know how at that time, in time of the war, 

sa id he d idn' t kno?/ how to marry according: to the law, so 

m a p e t i t i o n up, fir© men that was to t e s t i f y as to 

my character , whether I was a law abiding c i t i z e n or 

not . 

Q#—Know the nones of any of them? 

A,—Pitchlyn was ono and John Turribull was another, I 

think they are a l l dead. 

Ql#—-Only two you now remember? 

A,—Yes s i r . it-rhlyn was the Clerk of the Court so my 

brother inlaw to ld me, and he went with me to t h i s Clerk, 

and he didn't knov/ ho?/ to f i x i t , so he went with me to 

the Judge, the Judge of the Court, # io was Judge Burr i s , 

and he didn f t know, but he said he would g i v e me a paper 

that I could take to the preacher that he could marry me 

under. reaoher coulden't marr me without X had some 

ind of a showing, and he gave me an order to take to t h i s 

preacher, A» P? Stark, authorizing him to marry me*. 

q.—•I3on,t knov; v-hether that was a l i c e n s e or what i t was? 

A*-*-Ho o i r . That i s j u s t the way i t was. 

a.—You then took that paper to Stark, who was he? 

A#--Missionary there. 

q«-~One of the old miss ionaries? 

A«—Yes s i r . 

Q,.—He married you under that* 

A •--Ye s a i r . 

p.—You say you w«m ma-ried in the Choctaw nat ion , what 

County? 

A.— iriamitchia C o u t y . 

Q.- Those papers that they did g i v e you, what did you do 

with them? 



A.—Turned over to the preacher* 

Q.— You don't kno>? v*at the preacher did with thaa? 

A.*—No s i r . This preacher .-;ive me a certifies ate of marriage 

and that has buvn misplaced* long time ago, and I don't 

know vrYmre i t i s # 

Q#—Hov; long had ycu l ived in the Indian Territory *hen you 

married thin woman** 

A*—*r?ver since f i f ty-nino, married in s i x t y f i v e # 

Q,#~-How long after was i t , after you married her before you 

moved to the Chickasaw Ration** 

*.—'oved fo the Chickasaw Nation In seventy-e ight# 

.--You l ived with her there in the Choctaw Nation unti l she 

died? 

A.—Yes sir.Q#—And then remained for a time in th. Choctew 

fctltS! 

•„-- ',3 .-. :.r, that was in Sfculiyville County, in seventy*-four, 

CBOSS-3ETAKimTIOH. 

Kr# Cornish: 

Q,#—How long did you l i v e in the Hat ion prior to that time, 

ho-. Ion,- lad you lived in that country "before you inter­

married to your Indian wife? 

A»-Ti f tyn in^ to sixty-five* 

•--"What was your in ention with reference to complying with 

the law? 

\—I did all fcmt the people oould t e l l me, that is what 

I wanted to do, and her mother and her "brother wanted 

me to comply with the law. 

Qv—Were you aware of the existence of the law requiring 

certain things to he done? 

A#--Only what ttiey told me. 

q.—You were informed that there was a law? 



A , - - Y O B B i i \ 

,•• as i t for the purpose o f * compliance with the law 

• > »> | cured t h i s p e t i t i o n ? 

A.—Y3i« oir# 

0 , — P e t i t i o n was signed by how many c i t i z e n s ? 

A«-"*yive c i t i z e n s fee ruccnmiend me. 

Q.—That p e t i t i o n war; firr.t presented where? 

A. ~-Clerk of the Court. 

I ,--"lTat did Qui Cleric say? 

A.--Hai l that he d i d n ' t know nftiat to do, what tc advise ae 

to do, and he went with me tc this Judrje, 

. - • O i l you present that p e t i t i o n t : the Clerk for the pur­

pose of h&Ying a marriage l i c e n s e issued? 

A.-•*' I s i r . 

$•— Clerk was doubtful of h i s authority to act , and 

went with you to -he County Judge? 

A.--Yes s i r . 

•'.%~-.7ho was the County Judge? 

A*-—'Burr 

id he l i r e with reference to where t&3 QlftSfe livad? 

. - ~ /.'• wm fc ror o r f iv I a i l e s . 

" . - - I fee Caunty judge? 

r. 

' . - - ...par which the County Judge ^ave you, you pre­

sented tc ' - l i s ter as to % b a s i s of h i s authority to 

;'0U'; 

ried in pursuance* «f IBus Jpaflfcar \tibftdli you 

pre sen t ad ' - in i s t« r0'' 

A . - -7es tlr« 

f •--* was the min *sters nana? 

A.--A. ?. B 

file:///tibftdli
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—You test if ied as to , Alexander's f i r s t wife was, 

and h i s living In the Choctaw Jfation and marrying down 

:.a rev 

A.-*Yes s ir . 

•%—You know v&at County he married ifc? 

A.--Yiemitia- Couni; i 

.-JCaow wl; y Clerk of .he County was at that 

timet 

<\m—A oneezer Pi tohlyn« 

Q.— Ktam who the O'udgo wast 

A.—Gabriel Burris. 

I***".no-: whether either one Of those men are l iving nowt 

A.-*- her one l iving* 

'" . - -Both SjMtl 

A--Ye s viiv 

.— id you aee Mr# Alexander, or with you with him and know 

what effort he mad*; to get a licoaae? 

s ir , I w*sen*t ith him* 

\ ~ - en ]mo;v «r he g*t up a pet i t ion "before he 

av^li:•;: -for Hi l icense or not* 

A#~~!Tc air, I Ms* '. 

q«— You know of his l iving down there with the womsfi? 

A#—Yes s i n 

o#—I vf»d with her unti l she died? 

Av-"~e % s ir . 

.--Lived in that County 

A*--Ye 13 S lT | 

O.~-YOU were acquainted ith her, with h i s wife? 

A,— Yes slT| taaev her ever aince she was seven years old. 

„-~J be l i e f s ;>ou stated yesterday that she was a Chickasaw 

11 lao?t 

U—YGS sir-
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W* V. Alexander ) 
vs ) No. 36. 

Chickasaw Nation ) 

NOT on this day, this cause coming on to be heard upon thexamt 

motion of tho defendant, thi Chickasaw Nation, to correct the judgement 

herein, and it appearing to ti.e Court, that due notice of said motion 

has been given to the plaintiff, and the Court being well and sufficiently 

advised in the premises, doth sustain said motion. 

It is therefore ordered, adjudged and deer' eded, that t>ie judgement 

in said above entitled cause, as the same now appears of record, be cor­

rected so at to speak the truth, by striking therefrom the names of 

l.lattie 3. Alexander, Perry D. Alexander, Lert Alexander, Sheb W. Alexander 

Leslie Alexander and Robert Alexander, who were erroneously embraced in 

said judgement. 

It is fufcthcr ordered that the Clerk of this Court, transmit 

a certified copy of this judgement to the Commi sion of the Five Civilized 

Tribes. 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, . 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l f o r t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

' •» i P 1 « T : 1 I 

G R E E T I N G : 
: 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons P. S. Moseley, Governor of 
> \ ,i t_ ,. . • i * 

the Chickasaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Governor of said Nation a complaint in. Equity filed ag-ainst the 

Choctaw ano} Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter­

ritory, a T i e h o m i n g o , , by . W . V . A l e x a n d e r , e t a l , 

and warn him that upon his failure as said Governor to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said P. S. Moseley Governor aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceedings in the case of W . V . A l e x a n d e r * e t A l . 

Pile No. 3 6 in the District Court for the S o u t h e r n District of the 

Indian Terr i tory, has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said S o u t h e r n District, Indian Terr i tory , 

has been attached thereto. 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Foote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South lytcAlester, 

Indian Terr i tory , aforesaid, this 24X11 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

Clerk. 

,i . u 

dOA /&Jbjp)JMid4 

O c^Zld^JlJ^^ Deputy. 

i: . • .. . ' I A 
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SUMMONS. 

United S ta tes of A m e r i c a , 

Indian Territory, . 
/ ss 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , N o r t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of 

the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed against the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw]nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Ter-

Tishomingo, W.V.Alexander, et a l , #..f/ 
ritorv, at , bv : ,/....'. 

rind warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of saiJ^pit ion, the 

imnfltog i 

PrfWpa 

4?-
complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the sunrnjej^ instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Pi^PTpal Chief aforesaid, 

,, ... ~. . .. rt W.V.Alexander, et a l . 
that the papers, nles and proceedings in the case ot * " 

36 Southern 
Pile No. in the District Court for the District of the 

Indian Terr i tory , has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

.r . Southern 
the certificate of the clerk of said court for said District, Indian Terr i tory , 

has been attached thereto. 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 
24th 

Indian Terr i tory , aforesaid, this 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

/ 

I ILcUfc / ^ . ^ e L ^ ^ l ^ ^ Clerk. 

Bv dLMltMM^ Deput, 

l*IVI I ' LflBI 
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Unit-d States of America, 
Southern District 
Indian Territory 

To Shaorable Henry M. Dawes, Chairman of the 

Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

at Vinita, Indian Territory* 

In-Re. application of W. V. Alexander , et al. 

For enrollment as members of the Chifcasaw Tribe of Indians 

Now comes your applicant, W. V, Alexander and re­

spectfully represents to your Hon. Commission that he is a Chickasaw 

Indian by intermarriage, and that he is a bona fide resident of the 

Chickasaw Nation,Indian Territory, and is entitled to be placed on the ro 

roll now being prepared by your Hon. Commission, as a member of said 

Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, for the following reasons, to-wit: 

FIRST That your applicant was on the 15th day of April 

1865, a white man, and a resident of the Chodaw Nation, Indian Territory, 

and that on said day he was legally, and in compliance with the laws of 

the Choctaw Nation, duly and legally married to Rebecca Alexander, nee 

Rebecca Colbert, by virtue of a marriage license issued by Judge Burse 

of the Choctaw Nation; that the marriage deremony was performed by O.T. 

Stark, a regularly ordained minister, and the marriage license was duly 

recorded by the Clerk of Kiamlsha County, Choctaw Nation. That the 

said Rebecca Colbert was at the time of your marria? e with your applicant 

a regular recognized member by blood of the Chic asaw Tribe of Indians, 

and that ever afterward until ner death she was recognized as a Chickasaw 

Indian by blood by the other member of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. 

SECOND By virtue of your applicants marriage with the said 

Rebecca Alexander, nee Colber^mhhe has ever since been recognized as a 

member of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by other members of said Tribe 

of Indians and has enjoyed all the rights and rivileges of fcAher Chick-

asaws of the full blood. That he has drawn annuities, voted, set on the 

juries, and been tried in the Court of the said Chickasaw Nation, as other 

/ 

% 



2. 

members of the Chickasaw Ration by blood. 

That onthe 24th day of Feb, 1874, your applicant was duly and 

legally married to Mattie E. Davis, a white woman, in the Chofccaw Nation, 

by Rev, Scales, and the marriegs license was regularly recorded in the 

office of the County Clerk of Scullyville County, Choctaw Elation. Tha4 

ever since his said Marrige with Mattie B« Alexander, nee Mattie E. Davis, 

she has been recognized as a member of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians 

by the other members of said Tribe, That she has drawn annuities, 

and exercised all the rights of a member of the full blood of said 

Chickasaw Nation, That they have had borji to them the following children 

who are now living, legal descendants of your applicant, and the said 

Mattie E. Alexander, nee Mattie E. Davis, 

Perry D. Alexander, Nineteen years of age 

Bert w Seventeen years of age 

Sheb W. I Twelve year s of age 

Leslie Alexander, Eight years of age 

Robert I Four years of age. 

That Perry D, Alexander has drawn annuities and that his 

name appears or should a pear on the regular roil of the members of the 

Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, and that he is, with eacT of the other chil­

dren named, aforesaid, entitled to be enrolled on the regular roll 

being prepared by your r'orr Commission, as raembersof the Chickasaw Tribe 

of Indians. That your applicant's name, together with the name of his 

wife, Mattie E, Anderson, appears or should appear upon the regular roll 

of the members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indisn and that they are both 

entitled to be enrolled on the regular roll being prepared by your Hon. 

Commission, as members of th e Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, 

WHEREFORE, your petitioner prays that the names of himself 

and wife, aforesaid, Mattie E. Alexander, together with their five chil-

*V * 



dren aforesaid, be enrolled on the regular roll being prepared by your 

Hon, Commission, as me1'ers of the rhickasaw Tribe of Indians• 

Personally appeared before me the Undersigned authority 

in and for the Southern District of the Indian Territory, W. V. Alexander, 

personally well known to me as the applicant herein, who on oath states 

that the matters and statements set forth in the foregoing application 

are true, 

W. V, Alexander, 

Subscribed and sworji to before me this 3rd day of Sept. 

1896. 

F. i. Riddle, 

Notary Public. 

4H4I 

5 + 



Before the Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 

In re application of W, V. Alexander for 

Enrollment as member of the 

Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. 

On the 2nd day of Sept, 1896, personally 

appeared before, me the undersigned authority, Frank Plato, who having 

been first duly swrn, according to law, states on oath as follows, towit; 

I am 44 ears old and am a resident of PickensCounty flf the 

Chickasaw Nation and am a member of the ftxijEJoucaJt Choctaw Tribe of 

Indians of Nation. 

I am axquainted with the applicant and have known him during 

the last 15 years. I know his wife, .'<rs. fiebecca Alexander, nee Rebecca 

Colbert, and have known her for 15 years. I knew her father and mother 

and knew them to be members by blood of the Ch.A ckasaw Tribe of Indians, 

and that they are so recognized by the members of said Tribe. Ever 

since the applicant married the said Rebecca Colbert he has been recog 

nized a* a member of said Tribe of Indians, and his right has never been 

disputed. Mrs* Rebecca Alexander, was before her marriage to applicant, 

a Miss Rebecca Colbert, being the daughter of Henry Colbert and Caroline 

Colbert. The applicant is now a resident of the Southern District, of 

the Indian Territory, Chickasaw Nation. 

( Signed) Frank Plato. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of Sept. 1896. 

F. E. Riddle, 

My Commission expiresDc . 4th, 18.76, Notary Public. 

f 



Before the Dawes Commisssion to the Five Civilize•" Tribes• 

in Re Application fof W. V. Alexander 

For enrollment as member of the 

Chiclsasaw Tribe of Indians. 

On the 2nd day of Sept. 1896, personally 

appeared before the undersigned authottjry, Joe Cawdell, who having first 

been duly sworn according to iaw states on oath as follows, to-wit: 

I am 43 years old, and am a resident of Pickens County, 

of the Chickasaw Nation, and am a member of the Chickpsaw Tribe of 

Indians or nation. I am acquainted with the applicant and have known 
past 

him during the last kxi* of 16 years. I knew his wife, Mrs. Mattie 

E. Alexander and have known her for 16 years. I knew her father and 

mother and knewthem nd her to be members by blood of the 

Tribe of Indians, and that they are so recognized by the members of said 

Tribe. 

Wfm 
Ever since the applicant married the said Mattie E. Davis 

he has been recognized as a member of said Tribe of Indians, and his ri­

ght has neaer been disputed. Mrs. Mattie (Davis) lexander was , before 

her marriage to applicant, a Miss Mattie E. Davis, being the daughter 

of xxx xxxxixxxt, xixKK kxx Mxxxax* tx xix fixxx xixx _ ____ __.,_., 

. Th applicant since his marriage to his first wife &as 

been recognized as a Indian by blood and his present wife has alsr. The 

applicant is now a resident oi' the Southern District of the Indian Ter­

ritory, Chickasaw Nation. 

(Signed) Joe Cawdell. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of Sept. 1896. 

p .E. Riddle, 

ssion expires Dec. 4, 1896. Notary Public' 

Copy 

t 



Before the awes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 

In re application of W V. Alexander 

For enrollment as member of the 

Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. 

(Dn the 2nd day of Sept. 1896, personally appeared 

before the undersigned authority, Joe C. Henderson, who having first 

been duly sworn according to law states on oath as follows: to-wit: 

I am | years old and am a resident of Pickens County of 

the Chickasaw Nation and am a member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians or 

Nation. I am acquainted with the applicant and have known him during 

the past 42 years. I know of his wife, Mrs. Rebecca (Colbert) Alexander 

and have known of her for lo years. I knew her father and mother and 

knew them and her to be members by blood of the Chickasaw Tribe of 

Indians and that they are so recognized by the members of said Tribe, 

Ever since the applicant married the said Rebecca Colbert 

he has been recognized as a member of said Tribe of Indians and his right 

has neYer been disputed. Mrs. Rebecca Colbert, was before her marriage 
to applicant 
a Miss Rebecca Colbert , being the daughter of James Colbert, and Mrs. 

Caroline Coiner'. 

The applicant is now a resident of the Souther District of the 

Indian. Territory, Chickasaw Nation. 

Jos. Bt Henderson. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of Sept. 1896. 

F. E. Riddle, 

Notarv Public 

My Commission expirse !De c. 4 1896. 

Copy 

6 



Before the Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 

In Re application of W V, Alexander 

for enrollment as member of the 

Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. 

On the 2nd day of September , 1896, per­

sonally appeared before the undersigned authority, Ed S. Burney, who 

having first been duly sworn according to law states on oath as follows, 

to-wit: I am 35 years old, and am. a resident of Pickens bounty 

of the CMckasaw Nation, and am a member of the Chic- asaw Tribe of Indians 

or Nation. I am acquainted with the applicant and have known him 

during the last past 10 years. I know the applicant, since my acquaint 

ance with him, has enjoyed all th rights exercised oy other Chickasaws 

by blood. I know his wife Mrs. and have known 

her for _____ a years. I knew her father and mother and knew them and 

her to be members by blood of t'-.e Tribe of Indians, and that 

they are so recognized by the members of said Tribe* Ever since the 

applicant married the said lrt« Rebecca (Colbert) Alexander, he has been 

recognized as a member of said Tribe of Indians and his right has never 

been disputed. Mrs. Rebecca (Col-toer1..) Alexander was, before her 

marriage to to applicant a Miss Rebecca Colbert, being the daughter of 

£3tauux&&xkKrt and Mxjt.xgayffiijtxflwtxKicx. 

The applicant is now a res ident of the Couthern District 

of the Indian Territory, Chickasaw Nation. - . 

(Signed ) Ed S. Burney. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2nd day of Sept. 1 96 

F. B, Riddle, 

My com. expires Dec. 4th, 1696. Notary Public. 

Co y 

\*y 



BEFORE THE HONORABLE COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZKDTRIBFS. 

IK THE MATTER OP THE APPLICATION FOR ENROLLMENT IN THE CHICKASA7 

NATION 0? W. V. ALEXANDER, ET AL. 

Com s now the Chickasaw Nation, by its attorneys, and without 

waiving any exception heretofore taken to the application fieed herein, 

$nd without consenting to, but denying the jurisdiction of this Honorable 

Commission to pass upon a question of citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation, 

or Tribe, of Indians, presents this, its answer, to said application, 

and respectfully represent: 

F I R S T The Chickasaw Nation admits that the said W. V. 

Alexander was lawfully married on the date alleged in said application, 

to one Rebecca Colbert, who /as a Chickasaw Indian by blood, and that 

they lived together until her deat" . 

S E C O N D The Chickasaw Nation avers that after the death 

of the said Rebecca Colbert, as alleged by him in his application, 

he was, on the 24th day of February, 1874, married to Mattie E. Davis, 

who was a United States Citizen. It admits that by said U. S. Citizen 

as the fruits of said marriage he has living the children alleged in the 

application; bjit the Chickasaw Nation alleges that said marriage was con­

trary to its laws forbidding the intermarriage of an intermarried Chick­

asaw citizen with another white person, and that the fruits of said 

marriage together with the said second wife, have acquired no rights in 

the Chickasaw Nation as citizens by said marriage, but are now, and have 

at all times been U. S. Citizens. 

It also alleges that J?y reason of said Second marriage the said 

* 



W. V. Alexander has forfeited all rights as a^ intermarried citizen 

of the Chickasaw Nation under the laws in force at the date of said 

second marriage and which have been in force ever since said date. 

Section 3rd, of an act, Approved in 1876, which the Chickasaw 

Nation here pleads an d relies upon, reads as follows: 

"3E IT FURTHER ENACTED, That no marriage heretofore solomnized, 

or which may hereafter be solomnized, between a citizen of the United 

States and a member of the Chickasaw Nation, shall enable such citizen of 

the United States to confer any right or privilege, whatever, by again 

marrying another citizen of the Unite d States, or upon such other citi­

zen of the United States or of their issue; and in case any citizen of 

the United States shall have married a member of the Chickasaw -ation 

and shall have heretofore abaodoned here, or should hereafter voluntarily 

abandon or separate from such member of the Chickasaw Nation, such cit­

izen 6 the United States shall forfeit all rights acquired by such 

marriage in this nation, and I shall be liable to removal as an intruder 

from the limits thereof." 

W H E R E F O R E , The premises considered, the Chickasaw Na­

tion prays this Hon. Commission to reject each and all of the applicants 

herein and will ever pray. 

The CHICKASAW NATION. 

By its Attorneys. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT FOR SOUTHERN DISTRICT OP INDIAN TERRITORY 

AT ARDMORE 

W. V. Alexander, et al 

vs No. 36 Master1s Report. 

Chickasaw Nation. 

To the Hon. C.3. Kilgore, Judge of said Courtl-

The application was filed withthe Commission from the 

United States to the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians Sept. 9th, 1396, 

and this case now comes up on appeal from the decision of said Commission/ 

The evidnce in this case discloses the fact that W. V. 

Alexander , a white man and citizen of the United Staes, was, on the 15 

day of April , 1805, duly and legally carried, in accordance with the 

laws of tne Chickasaw Nation, tto Rebecca Alexander, (nee Colbert)j 

that at the time of said marriage the said Rebecca Alexander (nee Col­

bert) was a member of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by blood, and that 

thereafter and until her death sh was recognized as a member of said 

Tribe. 

I find that on the 24th day of February 1874, after the 

death of the said Rebecca Alexander ( nee Coloert) the said W. V. Alexan­

der eaa duly and legally married to one Mattie K. Lavis, a white woman 

and citizen of the United States, and that the said Mattie E. Alexander, 

(nee "Tavis) is an applicant herein. 

I find that ther« was born to the said W. V. Alexander with 

his last union with Mattie E. Alexander, (nee Travis) the applicants Perry 

D. Alexander, Bert Alexander, Sheb W. Alexander, Leslie Alexander, and 

Robert Alexander. 

I find that each and both* of the marriages of the said 

W. V. Alexander were prior to the act of the Chickasaw Legislature in 

regard to marriages passed in 1875. 

I, therefore, find that the said W. V. Alexander became a 

of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by intermarriage with his first 



wife, Rebecca Colbert, and that by the law then existing, the said 

Mattie E. Davis, bacame a mernber of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by 

her Union with the said W. V. Alexander, and that the issue of said 

Marriage are members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. 

I, therefore, recommend that tte appliesnts, W. V. Alex­

ander, Mattie E# Alexander Perry ?l\ Alexander, Bert Alexander, Sheb 

W. Alexander, Leslie Alexander, and Robert Alexander, each and all be 

enrolled as members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians. 

All of which is respectfully reported. 

(Signed) W. K. L . Campbell, 

ter in Chancery, 
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W. V. Alexander, et al. 

Vs. Ko. 36 Judonent, Southern L i s t . rjec. PS, 1897. 

Chickasaw Nation. 

This day t h i 3 cause came on to be heard upon '.he pleadings 

exh ib i t s , proof, Kas ' e r ' s reportm, and exceptions f i l ed t h e r e t o , 

and i t appearing to the court that the applicant, 17. & V. Alexander, 

was on the 15th day of April , 1865, a United Sta tes c i t i z e n , and tha t 

he was on said date in compliance v.lth '.ho ilaws of the Chickasaw ITation 

ttoen in force mar led to Rebecca Colbert a Chickasaw Indian by blood, 

and that he l ived with her u n t i l her death; that af ter r ads and on the 

24th day of pebruary, 1874 he -as married in ccmplian e with the 

Chickasaw laws then i:i force to Kat t ie B« -avis, a United S t e s 

c i t i zen , w i t h wham he i s now l i v i n g , and that they have as the issue 

of th is l a s t marriage, the appl icants , Perry E. Alexandc , Bert 

Alexander, Sheb \7# Alexander, Les l ie Alexnader, and Robert Alexander, 

I t i s therefore adjudged by the court that the applicants. 

17. V. Alexander, was made a member of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians 

by intermarriage "'ith Rebecca Colbert by the t r ea ty enteredinto between 

he Chickasaw and Choct w Nations and the United States in 1866, and 

at the applicant , Mattie X. Ale ander was made a member of the 

Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by her marriage with the applicant w*. v . Alex­

ander on the 24th day of February, 1874, and tha t the applicants Perry 

D. Alexander, Bert Alexander, Sheb Ale ander, Leslie Alexander, and 

Robert Alexander, 'he issue of t h i s l a s t marriage became and are 

members of the Chickasaw Tribe of Indians by reason of the i r b i r t h as 

aforesaid. 

I t is therefore adjudge1 by he coyrt that o-.ch b»nd a l l 

of the above named p a r t i e s be and they are hereby admitted as members 

of the Chic3<asaw Tribe of Indians in the way and manner as above 

indicated *r.d that they have a l l the r igh ts p r i v i l eges , and immunities., 

of the members of the Chiclasaw Tribe of Indians . 
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The clerl: of th i s court i s d i rec t d to forward a c e r t i f i e d 

cop;- o^ t h i s J"d0iient to '.he proper author i t i e s for t h e i r enrollment 

as such, which said au thor i t i e s are hereb/ ordered to place the i r 

said nanes upon the r o l l s made ou by i t as members or he Chickasaw 

Tribes of Indians. g • . ^ 

To t h i s jud#nent the Chickasaw vat ion except s . 

»• 
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IB THE UNITED STATES COURTFOR THE SOUTHED DISTRICT 

OP THE ITOIAN TERRITORY AT ARDi-iORE. 

No. 36 

M. V, Alexander 

vs Motion to modify and correct Judgment, 

Chickasaw Nation. 

Comes now, the Chic>asaw Nation, and respectfully prays 

the Court that an order be entered modifying and correcting a Judgment 

entered in said cause on the 22nd day of Dec. 1897, for the following 

reasons, to-wit:-

Because additonal parties have been added after an appeal 

had been taken from the Dawes Commission and this Court has no jurisdic­

tion over said parties. 

Because said Judgment was fraudulently obtained , by 

representing to the Court that certain parties had appeal said Action, 

from the Dawes Commission, when, in truth and in fac+, no such appeal 

had been prosecuted. 

WHEREFORE, the Chickasaw Nation prays that said Judgment be 

corrected and modified so as to speak the truth and conform to the recorc 

in thiscase. 

"'."'. B. Johnson, 

Atty for the Chickasaw Nation 
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¥ . V. Alexander, 

Vr. Ho. 36 Jud nent , Southern Diet . Jan. 15, 1900 

Chickasaw Nation. 

How on t h i s day t h i s cause coming on to he teard upon the 

no t ion of the defendant, the Chickasaw nation to correct the judgment 

herein, and i t appearing to '.he court that due notice of said 

not ion has "been Given to the p la nt i f f , and the Court beinc well and 

suff icient l ; - advised in the prenises doth sus ta in said not ion. 

I t i s therefore ordered, adjudged and decreed that tie judement in said 

above e n t i t l e d cause, as the sane appears of record be corroc 30 as to 

speak the t ru th by s t r ik ing therefrom the nanes of Wattle K. Alexander, 

Perr;/ D. Alexander, Bert Alexander, Sheb W. Alexander, Xodcxxxxxxx 

' e s l i e Alexander, and Robert Alexander, because the court never 

acquired j u r i s d i c t i o n in the n a t t e r of the ci t izenship of said 

aforesaid p a r t i e s , to which the p l a i n t i f f except o. 7' at said judgment 

b entered now Tor then. 

rt i s further order d that the Clerk of thi3 Court t ransni t 

a c e r t i f i e r cop;- of t h i s jud#nent to the Commission to the Pive Civiliz* 

ed Tribes . 

/S" 
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IN THE UNITED STATES COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OP THE 

INDIAN TERRITORY, AT ARDMOR 

t« V. Alexander, et al Plaintiffs, 

vs M O T I O N 

Chickasaw Nation, Defendant. 

Comes now the plaintiff in the afeove styled cause and moves 

the Court to vacat e and set aside the order made by this Court on the 

17th da. of Jan. 1900, vacating and setting aside the judgments rendered 

herein at a former tern of this Court, and grant them a new hearing 

upon the same for the following reasons, to-wit: 

F I R S T Because said order or judgment of the Co rt is 

contrary tc the law and is without any law or authority 

S F C 0 N Because a judgment was rendered by this Court 
in this Cause in i.'arch, 1898, adjuti, he plaintiffs to be citizens 

of the Chickasaw Tribe of Inisn and the order made on the 17th day of 

Jan. 1900, was an order made annulling their said rights as such 

citizens and vacating and setting aside the judgment ni£ de at the March 

Term, 1898, and made long after the Marc1: Term, 1598, had adjourned: 

There being no authority of he Court to do so said last named order of 

Jan. 17, 1^00 is void. 

T H I R D Because said Judgment rendered at the March Term 

1898, was duly appealed from by the Chickasaw Nation to the Supreme Court 

of the United States, wh^ch said Judgment was there affirmed; that said 

Cause was not n this Coutt at the time said last order was madei this 

Court had lost its jurisdiction over the same and have no authority under 

the law to make same. 

F O U R T H ecause said Judgment rendered at the March 

Term, 1898, and affirmed by the Supreme Court of the United States 

should not be attacked collaterally as was dene inthis case, and could 

only be attacked for fraud as was attempted to be alleged in the motion 

attacking same, or for the want of the jurisdiction or this Courtj and 

before same could be attacked upon either of said grounds, an action had 



to be filed in this Court and process served thereon upon the Plaintiffs, 

aa is provided by the Statute in such cases made and provided; none 

of which was ever done. 

WHKREFORR, they »ay that if said Judgment or March, 1898, 

ia to be opened up at all, it should be done in the way and manner 

embodied by the Stateute and not otherwise. 

Cruce Cruce & Cruce 

Attys for Plaintiffs. 
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