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South McAlester, Indian Ter r i to ry , Inarch 18, 1903. 

Honorable James w". Culberson, 

Leflore , Indian Ter r i to ry . 

Dear Hr« Culberson: 

One George H. Cook is an appl icant for admission to 

c i t i zensh ip by intermarriage in the Choctaw hat ion; and/his case 

is now pending before the Choctaw-Chickasaw c i t i zensh ip Courfcv* 

We understand the fac ts to be, that in 1892, near '& 

Leflore, Indian Ter r i to ry , he married, according to Choctaw laws, 

one Mary 31. KeCurtain, a f u l l blood Choctaw Indian} t h a t / t h e r c -

afterwards there was a separat ion, and tha t a divorce H e granted 

to the wife. 
I \ 

Upon receipt of this letter we will thank you to 

kindly write us fully such information as you have relative to 

this separation and the names of other persons in that community 

who have a knowledge of the facts. ; 

You will understand that under the laws of the Choct&rw 

Nation if the conduct of the husbanri was such as that the mar­

riage relation could not be continued in harmony or if the! hus** 

band abandoned the wife he thereby forfeited his citizenship; and 

such question will arise and will have to be decided "by the 
§1 

Court at this time* 
It is for the purpose of intelligently presenting Vhe 

/ 

V 



J. W# C. #2. 

matter to the Gourt, with a view of protecting the interest of 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Hations, that we desire this informa­

tion and we await your early reply and thank yeti in advance for 

the same* 

For your GOnveni.once in replying there is enclosed 

herewith a Mlf addressee stamped envelope. 

Very truly yours, 



^ , y * f c 

JAMES CULBERSON, 
Nationa! Attorney 

'*z 

ClAL* 

/ / 1/t/xJsfot i&rU &4-&C& A cfia^c A o^i^-&*? s^z^s A * ^ 2 ^ < £ 

& . 

Uf/J^-ct&cjJ. 
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South MoAlester, Indian T e r r i t o r y , a rc 26 | 1903* 

1 r • Frank B a t t l e s > 

" rbnrto? , I id.'r ; r r i ' or* • 

ar Sir* 

One Geor » G ia an a p p l i c a n t for ad) l ion 

B oitibMM ' ,' i n t e r -.a:" ! o h octav/ r a t i o n in a 

oase now pending befor <• Choc taw* Chickasaw C t i i a enah ip 

Court• 

We understand t • Pacta to he t h a t in 1892 ha 

r r i e d f accord! ng to i law, one Mary M« McCurtain, 

a f u l l blood Choctaw India-*, and t h a t thereaft*-- ard( : r s 

wan a s e p a r a t i o n and t h a t a d ivorce was granted tha wife* 

Upon r e c e i p t of t h i s l e t t e r we! Wil l thank 3 on to 

k i n d l y w r i t e us f u l l y sue!; in f err fruition as you have r e l a t i v e 

^0 tha s e p a r a t i o n and the n«#iea of o ther persons who have a 

knowledge of tha f ac t . . 

Tot? w i l l under a tan* t h a t under the lav, of '.he 

Choctaw ha t ion i f the cone ne t of t h e hus'bano «ae auoh t h a t 

tha marriage r e l a t i o n s coul: , o t be cont inued in harmony 

or n the husband abandoned ; ,'fr ha thereby f.01 

h i s c i t i z e n s h i p , and BUC] ques t ions w i l l a r i s e and w i l l 

hawe to ba decided by the Court a t t h i a t i m e . 

I t i s for tha purpose of i n t a l i g e n t l y p r e s e n t i n g 

tha mat te r to the Court with a view of p r o t e o t i ig ha in­

t e r e s t of the Ohoctaw and Chickasaw r a t i o n s t h a t we d e s i r e 

1 



- La informat ion ard we awa'1^ your earl ; / r e p l y and thank you 

l a ad van 04 for the ftaM-t 

For your oonyenienoe In r ep ly ing we herewi th 

encloee a sel"~ addreceed envelope* 

Yoi?. rs very t r u l y 9 



' -..: 



z? 18 

6E 

LZ 



Geo. H. Cook, i n t e r - n a r ^ i e d ; d ivorced , 
• i l bu r ton ,T .T . 

"Witness: SJ£,Lewi». 
# 



SUMMONS. 
ad 

United States of America, 

INDIAN TERRITORY, ss 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

B> 9 %tm 
to the United States marshal for the Indian territory, ilortticr District, 

G R E E T I N G : 

YOU ARE COMiMANDED TO SUMMONS..j...„XLrjas^.rA..i^i!.tAin^„Principal 

6h*»f -a* %ha-Choaia* Batlan^ 

on "behalf - xif--aaid.-J3a.ti ojn, 

to answer.in twenty days after the service of this summons upon -art***** 

a"B"Frtnic"ipu2"taii^f""Oi?--ewld"*Ta^±otti-
Aa complaint in Equity filed against - 1 M . J § ! i i t » ^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 4 ^ in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Territory, 

by &.JkMltJj6jC-./i:--4---. and warn „_JMI that upon " * " failure to answer, (Ml 

a© sa id . P r i n c i p a l Chief, on b e f a l f of aaid R a t i o n . . , . 
complaint will l)f taken Tor confessed, and you will make return of the summons (MP 1MB A 

M&x iamUftUTi ffi8FHFSfit?>Cim rt. 
and you a r e f u r t h e r commanded to no t i f y s a id oreen Mc C u r t a i n , P r i n c i p a l 
(3iTeT~afor«»aI^ 

£ a ^ H 6 " f l l f i l i " / ^ ^ i n i^he Bi s t r i c t Court f^r 

tr:%n"bfW-Av,c *c t?-r"wv-,-,-v*"- »r.d rMekaaaw r iUjacnsh ip c o u r t , and t h a t 
£trt43d&x& t h e - a a r t i f i c a t e -o-f-the -'-:-i-erk-~of-»aAd- -Caurt f a p - ^ a i c - ^ , 
D i s t r i c t , Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , haa heon a t t ached t h e r e t o , 

WITNESS the Honorable SPENCER B. ADAMS, Chief Judge, WALTER L. 

mmmmrn 

^ \ 
"S> 

y^ 
^s 

WEAVER and HENRY S. FOOTE, Associate Judges, and the Seal 

thereof; at. . . ^ 5 » J ^ L l * f ? ! ! ^ ^ , aforesaid, 

, A. D. 190-3 this,—/..fjL.—^™--^day of March 

CZerA;. 

B y , Deputy. 

http://xif--aaid.-J3a.ti
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No. 2&*2kk. 

SUMMONS 

I N E Q U I T Y , 

v s . 

Summons issued the /—v- day 

o f - ^ ^ ^ ^ r ^ « ^ r - _ ,190-3 

Returned and filed , 190 

Cleric. 

By , Deputy. 

MARSHAL'S FEES. 

Services, - $ 

Miles, '- - - - B 

Expense, - $ 

TOTAL, 

5762b5ml0-02 
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SUMMONS. 
06 

United States of America, 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, 

be f resist of ibe M l %uu$ of Mmmm 
to the United States marshal for the Indian territory, WmMumDistrM, 

G R E E T I N G : 

YOU ARE COMMANDED TO SUMMONS, f*i*»M4*Jry &MtHJ*-£$-
# 

the__gluiii&au^^ 

©a ^ i & i l f Ofsaid" "fat .on, 
to answer in twenty days after the service of this summons upon &bfrg—a*~ 

a complaint in Equity filed against Tho C^t^ l j f j j ^ ^ 

in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Territory, l&Jgg?.&.4B£&*&^ 

•„./¥*- and w a r i M * that upon M i - failure to answer, tttfcx 

«*E «*aici G«*r«ruort ,on bo-hall off, •«?« Nation, tho 
complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make 

return of the summons 

!#JHHW8M<akt iMt-ojrt*ff* Mtt*mtm$m0M&mim 
I jrmi ftf« further co-.raadod to notify oolti P#f», '^osloy. • ? iier farofciaidt that tho popart*9 m o o and proceedInro in the _eaee of 

2>^~*>C . F i l e ftt* / / £ , in thio ":Sa 
g ^ ~ . ~ T i s t r i c t , CT^the Indian t 

s t r i c t 
Sorr 

o ^ i S t ^ o V t i w ajijft. Cftilelreoao Cj tiaeimhip C ^ f t^ haire been trans: 
and"that "tho c e r t i f i c a t e "off "the"~4SofS* off i*M W r l for •%!! £*=-&< 
^^ .^^ i^ j -^nc l i^n^f f r r l to ry i ;•.-».-. oO*Hl at tachedtfcorote* 

<\ 

^ 

WITNESS the Honorable SPENCER B. ADAMS, Chief Judge, WALTER L. 

WEAVER and H E N R Y S. FOOTE, Associate Judges, and the Seal 

thereof, at ***j£?lLj^fs^^. , , aforesaid, 

a v of ̂ ^f^f^h^^r:. , A. I). 190-3 this 

* * 

Clerk. 

By , Deputy 



V̂o 7A?2t*?.. 

S U M MON S 
I N E Q U I T Y . 

2^t(^>^u t/-*£~ 

TZa^tJ**. •<.*-** 

Summons issued the —/—'x. da}T 

o f - ^ f e ^ r ^ r T e ? ^ f e r _ , 1 9 0 . 3 

/ — 
Returnable ^ £ 3 ^ * ^ £ * r ^ ! ^ ^ W&-. 

Returned and filed , 190 

W vj 

Clerk. 

By , Deputy. 
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Before the Hon. The Commission to the Five Civil: 

\ Petition for 
In the natter of the application of Geo. H. CooX. < m 

} Enrollment. 
for enrollment as a render of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians.) 

Cones now your petitioner, Geo. H. Cook, and nahes this his appli­
cation to be enrilled as a rember of the Chootaw tribe of Indians, and 

as grounds for this application says? 

That he is 40 years old, and that up to the 24th day of AUgunt, 1892 

he was a citizen of the United States: 

That on said 24th day of August, .1892, near Leflore,I.T.. County of 

Sugar Loaf, Choctaw nation, Ind. Tor., he was lawfully married, according 

to the laws of the Choctaw Nation governing the intermarriage of citi­

zens of the United States with native Choctaw Indians, to Mary Ann Mccur­

tain, a full blood Choctaw Indian, and an acknowledged and recognised 

member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians as such; 

That he haa never abandoned his said wife, nor remarried, although 

his said wife abandoned him, and has gotten a divfcrco from him; 

That he has lived continuously in the Choctaw "Tation, Ind.Tcr., since 

his said marriage, and now resides in Gaines County,Choctaw lyation, In­

dian Territory. 

That he is recognised by the Choctaw Nation as an intermarried man 

and votes regularly in Choctaw elections. 

That the Choctaw Nation has not enrol'ed him as a member of the Choc­

taw Tribe of Indians. 

That your petitioner has two minor children by his ^aid wife,namely: 

Lucy Jane Cook,born March 6,1895,and Thos.Walker Cook,born Sept. 1st, 1894. 

That jrour ̂ ntitioner's elder child,Lucy Jane Cook, ̂ articinated in the 

Choctaw payment of 1893, known as the Lease District payment of the United 

States to the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, and drow one hw-dred and three 
dollars, the per capita that each Indian received. 

Wherefore, the premises considered your Petitioner ^rays that he be 
enrolled as a member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, BO* that his said 

minor children be also enrolled if their nanes do not appear on the rolls 
by act of the Choctaw ?Tation. 

Geo. H. Cook. 
Geo•H.Cook,the above petitioner,being duly sworn, says that the matters 

and things set forth and contained in the above and foregoing petition 

a r e trUe- Geo. H. Cook. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me t h i s day of Aug.1896 

/ WnuG.Baird, Notary Publ ic . 
My Commission expires Mar. 10th, 1896. 



Before the Hon.,The Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes 

In natter of the application of Geo. H. Cook for 
enrollment as a member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians. 

.Affidavit of Geo.Nelson 

The affiant, Geo.Nelson, says h^ i^ a full blood Choctaw Indian, 
and an acknowledged and recognizee;, member of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, 

as such; that ? e is 35 years old, and a resident of Gaines oour+y, 

Choctaw 'ration, Indian Territory. 

The affiant further says that he is personally and well acquainted 

"̂ .th Geo. H. Cook, who is an applicant for enrollment as a member of the 

Choctaw tribe of Indians. 

2ha+ said Geo. H.Cook was a citizen of the United States -hen he 

married his former wife, Mary Ann Cook, no- Kary Ann Mc Curtain.; 

That affiant has known said Mary Ann Cook, nee Mary Ann McCurtain 

all her life: that «he is a full blood Choctaw Indian, and an acknowl­

edged member of the Choctaw tribe of Indians as such; and is about 22 

years of age. 

That the said Goo. H.Cook has never abandoned his said wife, Mary Ann 

Cook, nee Mary Ann lieCurtain,nor remarried since his said marriage with 

her, although the said t'ary Ann Cook abandoned her said husband and has 

obtained a divorce from him. 

That the said Geo.H. Cook has resided continuously in the Choctaw 

Nation, Ind* Tor., since his said marriage to his said former wife, Mary 

Ann Cook, and now resides in Gaines County,Choctaw Nation, Ind. Tor. 

That +>o said Geo. H. Cook is recognised by the Choctaw Nation as an 

intermarried man, and is allowed to vot« in Choctaw elections; and affi­

ant knows of his own knowledge that said Geo.H. Cook doon and has voted 

in Choctaw elections. 

That said Geo. H. Cook has two minor children by his said marriage, 

namely: Lucy Jane Cook and Thos. Walker Cook. 

George Nelson. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 27th day of Aur., 1896. 

Wm. G. Baird, 
Notary Public. 

My Commission expires liar. 10, 1897. 



Central District, ) 
Indian Territory. ) 

Before the Hon. The Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes, 

In the matter of the application of ) 
Geo#H.Cook,for enrollment as a member Affidavit of Gibson Battiest. 
of the Choctaw Tribe of Indians, ) 

) 

The affiant, Gibson Battiest, says he is a full blind Choctaw In-

dianand an acknowledged and recognised member of the Choctaw Tribe of 

Indians as such; a^d that he is a regularly ordained minister of the 

Gospel; that he is years old, and a resident of Sur̂ .r Loaf County, 

taw nation, Ind. Ter, 

Affiant further sâ /s that he is personally well acquainted 

^ith Geo.HoCook, who is an applicant for enrollment as a member of the 

Choctaw tribe of Indians* 

That on th^ 24th day of August, 1892, near Leflore, in the County 

of Sugar Loaf, Choctaw Nation,Indian Territory- affiant united in mar­

riage, according to the laws of the Choctaw Nation governing the intern-

marriage of citizens of the United States with native Choctaw Choctaw In­

dians, the said Goo.H.Cook, then a citizen of the United States, and Mary 

Ann McCurtain, a Choctaw Indian; 

That affiant has known the said Mary Ann Cook, nee Mary Ann Mccur­

tain, all her life; and that she is a full blood Choctaw Indian, and an 

acknowledged and recogr.i^ed member of the Chocta^ Tribe of Indians as 

such. 
hi**? 

Gib3on Sattiest. 
mark. 

Subscrib-'i and s^orn to before me this 24th day of August, 1^96. 

^m^im^ James Culbnrson, 
County Clerk, 

Sugar Loaf county, Choctaw Nat, 

5 



Choctaw nation, 
Sugar Loaf county. 

To any# person authorised
 vv law to solemnize naUriage. 

You are hereby oommanded to solemnise the rite and publish 

the bans of natrimony between Mr •George H. cooK and Miss Mary A. McCur-

tain according to lair, and officially sign and return this license 

to the parties named therein. 

Witness my hand and official seal this 15th day of August, 1892, 

R. C. Welch, 
County Clerk. 

I. Gibson Battiest, a minister,do hereby certify that on this 24th day 

of August, A.D., 1892, I did duly and according to law solemnise the rites 

of matrimony between the parties therein named. 

Witness my hand this 24th day of August, 1892 

24, 1892. 

Gibson Batiest. 

Alcres 24,1892. 
(he is full blood Choctaw) 

Witness 

James barden 

H.H.Leflore. 



Commissioners, 

Henry L. Dawes. 
Prank C. Armstrong. 
Archibald S. McKennon. 
Thomas B.Cabaniss. 
Alexander B.Montgomery. 

H.M.Jacoway,Secretary. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Commission to the Five Civilised Tribes. 

Foi"t Smith,Arkansas,Dec. 1, 1896 

65 

George H. Cook et al 

v 

Choctaw "ation. 

Filed Set)t. 5, 1896. Answer filed. 

j Admit George H.Cook as an intermarried citi-
j zen. Lucy Jane Cook and Thomas talker Cook 
! as citizens by blood admitted. 

) 
) RiithcirfQTfl ft JanKaan ̂ Itefield^ . 

I, H.M. Jacoway, Jr., Secretary, do hereby certify that the above and 

foregoing is a t3?ue and correct copy of Choctaw Record "C" r>age 210, of 

The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Given under my hand and official 

the 6th lay of Feb'y, 1897. 

H.M.Jac oway, Jr., 



IN THE UNITED STATES COURT FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF THE INDIAN 

TERRITORY, AT SOUTH MCALESTER. 

Geo. H. Cook, Plaintiff, 

vs 

The Choctaw Nation,Defendants 

The Choctaw Nation, your Petitioner, represents that heretofore, 

to-wit, on the day of • 1896, Goo. H. Cook who was then a 

white nan, and not a Choctaw Indian, presented his claim to the Dawes 

Commission to bo admitted as a citizen of the Choctaw Nation; and there­

after on the day of December, 1898, said Dawes Commission, by its 

order, admitted said Geo. H. Cook to citizenship i the Choctaw Nation, 

That said Goo. H. Cook based his claim to citizenship upon the 

fact that he had anrried a Choctaw Indian by blood. 

But your petitioner represents that said right was forfeited by divorce. 

Wherefore, your Petitioner makes thin its appeal, and nrays 

that the order of the Dawes Commission admitting said Goo. H. Cook to 

citizenship be set aside, and that he may be declared by this Court to be 

a non-citizen of the Choctaw llatien. 

TTm. M. cravens| 

Stuart, Gordon & Hailey. 

Attorneys for Choctaw Nation. 

£ 



Applloa Loo to Camltslon 

Aff ldaTi t Ot l i ibson i.«o!. 

License 

Car r iage c e r t i f i c a t e 

Judpien" of Coiauission 

0Btnt U, S# Court 
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. yHE CHOCTAW A
7'1' CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT, SITTING AT 

SOUTH 10 HLESTJ5R, CENTRA! DISTRICT, IHDIAJ 1 IRI2 RY, 

PITXXIOi or APPIAI. 

Geo: . '-. CJo#K, Appellanti 

cnooftai id Chic ' Nations, Appellate. 

Your p e t i t i o n e r , George H, Oo0K, respectful ly shows to 

the court that on the 34th 'arr of August, 1° ' ° , he w&s a c i t izen 

the United s t a t e s of America residing in the Indian Ter r l to -

; that on the 15tn day or August, 1892 he f i led witli the coun­

ty tfu Lge of sugar Loaf County, Choctaw Nation, a •eti t ion in 

»ro er for , signed by ten c i t izens of the Choctaw Ration by 

bloodf asKing that he be gr ntec a l icense bo aarry Mary Ann 

• Curtain : . ' s the i d b ere i s i t iaen of the i toctaw Ka-

, .. • list - :> L ind enxo I led s •. such; and i . it >he3 i ipon la— 

ise was granted t h i s pe t i t ioner by a. 0. Welch who was the 

duly cniali led and act ing Clerk of &he C< .. Court or Sugar 

Loai County| Choctaw Nation permitt ing pe t i t ioner to •• I rmarry 

,.,',.. ,he said Mary Ann Mc curtain; and that on the 34th day of 

A gust, 18 3 , your pe t i t ioner wan luly and legal ly married ac­

cording to the laws and oustoius of the Choctaw Nation, by Crip* 

son B a t t i e s t , a minister of the Gospel, to the said Mary Ann 

re Curtaj . 

at your pe t i t ioner at a l l the times aforesaid, and 

> : - irii, sinoe *ne aate or HIS saia marriage has boon re­

siding and now res ides near Alleson in the Cheetai Nation, In­

dian Terr i tory 

» That on the 5th day,, of sojfct. 1896, pe t i t ioner f i l ed 



iritfo the Oommisgion to ihe Fl<Js Civilised Tribes hie application 

for the anroil lent of himself as an intermarried ?itiaen on the 

Cftocta* Nation, for the enrollment of his children, Limy Jane 

Cô K and Ehoroas talker Co»lc, issue by his said marriage with 

Mary Ann kc Curtain, as aforesaid, as cit izens by blood, 

Phat on the 1st day of Dee; 18#6| the said C< issidii 

admitted your petitioner to citizenship as an intermarried c i t ­

izen of the Choctaw Nation, and fyls nai-; children as o i t i 

'by ta oo< >f the Choctaw Uation* 

mat om tile let day of Feoilsstf* ll» fchocta i siori 

filed i t s appeaJ from the iecision of said Co • Lssion as to 
..J. V -j • h "I n Y\f*T 1 1.1 f i 1AT1 ' sai I ap oal was duly file tl 0 • it 

S* tea Court for the Central District of the Indian Territory 

sitting at Ooutlji Mc Aiestor ana was docKettod as George n. OooK 

vs tiio Choctau Nation and numbered 169, 

Th t 03 the 15th daj or July, 189?* said case* appeal­

ed and numbers .• if ore said, was duly heard and considered by 

said court ana a judgment rendered in favor oi petitioner, ad­

mit tin lira bo citizenship in tho Choctaw Nation by intermar­

riage, 

lierefore year petitioner respectfully prays that 

this Honorable court issue Its writ oi error to the United 

States Court for the Central District of the Indian Territory, 

cccr.andiny it tc tr.innr.it all tao ynnorn; ana rocorus iiiwet in 

said oase to this court 1 for such other a] d further action xu 

the premises as may be right and proper 1 wd for such ot pi aa*j 

den and decrees as yoiu petitioner may be entitle! tc va* that 

upon final hearing your petitioner be or< e enrolled 3 an 

intermarried oitizen of baa Choctaw Nation, 

fJlM' 
Attorney for petitioner 

http://tr.innr.it


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

IN! IAS TEH UTORY 

CENTRAL DISTRICT 

rEROOE ii. COOK, t he P e t i t i o n e r , \' • being f i r s t duly 

)i'a on h i a oath r t a t ea that •"• !.t,t thin rt» 1 1 <r *orth 

in the above and foregoing pe t i t ion are t r u e . 

u> &[Hyf~i, 

Subscribed and sworn to bef< < his ^X day cf arch, 1905, 

Notary Public. 

• * ..- A** yW..**.. • 
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ft JRJ CHCOTAW AJED CHICKASAW CITIZENSHIP COURT SITOT 
AT 30UTH KiAU&STBR, XHDIA* TORRITORV. 

OCTOB,. THRU 1 9 0 5 • • * 

George K, Cook « . P l a i n t i f f . ' 

va . No. 70 

("hoctaw & Chickasaw 
tfatiana . . . . . . DefttnAanta. 

1) I M U ft II 1 ft . 

Com'- the Choctaw and Chickaa** Hat lon i by 

Mans f l a l t , McMurray A Oornifh, t': «|r a t t o r n e y s , 

and B I I B I to t h l ••,,. plioatiOl or | B 'plaintiff 

herein far olti&anfship by int^nvirrlage in t.ho 

Ch'-'iav ration an< in sun-°Tt of suoli demurrer state 

that tJM plaintiff data not set forth facts suf­

ficient la entitle hljs to suoh eitlaanahlp 'by 

lnt«riiarriag*« 

J 1 CBOCfAf :;ATION 

*<v':;' C ttCKASAW NATION 

BY 
i l » H l i i » . i n i . i i . I I I ' » u . I. j l ' i i | | l | | l i i l i i M i U M i i M i • » i 4 M m * — * — ~ -

+mmmmmm 
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IB THH CHOCTAW A.I*D CHXCKASA JITISB^SHIP COURT, 
BITTIHO AT SOUTH KOALJSSTHR* 

HOVBIBaR TKRK 1 9 0 5 * 

£i' ĤW *s3 ins ̂ w cni s,™ z*. sss m* MW -Z £*» £93 SS I S 53 -•'- sssi SS £2* **£ rt̂ .1 xm r s ziz s r rr? - s *£* u^ ztt zr£ *z* 

(ISO. If* COOK, § 
II 

I 
CHOCTAW AMD CHICKASAW hATIu f8 . | 

i». .•••«• u-inii.i, m ' m ii •im«m 

COTC";: nov; toi livouu and Chickasaw Hat-ions, by 

Oun^fiold, Kol&urrod ft Cornish , t h e i r alU"<moys, and DBMUR to 

%]M a p p l i c a t i o n , or p e t i t i o n , of p l a i n t i f f , f l l « 4 h«r* ia , 

for til r i Nl fchat the M i l does no t s t a t e facte; t u f f i c i e n t f 

i f t r u e , to I r r a n t t h i s iTonorahie Court in e n r o l l i n g him 

as a monr:"ber of the ''"'hoe taw na t ion* 

THE CHOCTAW I AT I OS 

TH1 C:'1C?CABAW NATIC , 

• --—— - • - • .„ i „ 
'" m mmmummmmmmmmmmmmmm <m> 

Attorneys* 

IKMAH TIBBITOIttr, 

OSSTRAI DISTRICT. 

11 '//• Si Hoore, t a My oath s t a t e t h a t I t h i s day mailed 

a ••py of tha foregoing dornurrer to p l a i n t i f f *• at t .oraey of 

r eco rd . 

rn to and subscribed before me thisnT day of m 

1903. 

lotary Public, 



.. . . •. J. • . (32 'I I . X:1 OOURf* 

EOA< p » AU PIP , 
V5J. 

.; C 0 • 8c Q3IIGASA1 ' ATIC ••,. .! WTT8. 

plaif f . ' 1 >0V< 
o irt to to told ope M Ltin 

• ^roqjPiotioi of r«5 se t f o r t h : -
!Mi t >omi ; to Gout I t 

/ 

tot ;"/ 3 a IT >d nor IB ha 
of . •; reaa for t l s so i 

lecta to ti :/• I • • .'• -
-, i i • l . Ln a short t ime *ro 

.:'!. a ^eGurt&lii it pi ai i l l 
' .:.• he i s 1 ;ker of .•• s :; i a r j . i Mc-

i ;. - . . ; i f f9 tha t I •.'•" up ' led to 
t t 1 1 '• tiI .'-'J. r<s • i sOurt f •;, 

i c ire i . il ••":•• r >: .. ibe i s$ -
t l e a t f a Ohoeti i n l e t r§ t a t ; I ! Ltd f l l r e i with 

• . ; . i a id r t h - r ,or abandon iter 
1 i , ' •. ..;/•*•'. tat la ; •.. .. Lf Uiee 

i , ' the i:" i afy An Oool ie - r • •• i< i. 
I ,• ••. ;' , said 

lead* 

l , i ; • •. •".- j . >leo OQ ar 
. . . . . . biiu, . .', .... •::"] %•:. .. .." ;•: 
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beer: i ifore 13th 
S Of . OV - '•• ST V, 01 . 
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Ifl THE CHOCTAW Ar<£ CHICT/ASAW CITIZENSHIP 
COURT, SITTING AT SOUTH McALESTER, NOTO/BER T W , 1903 . 

George H. Cook, P l a i n t i f f . 

v s . November 13 , 1 9 0 3 . 

C. & C. N a t i o n s , . . . . . . . . d e f e n d an >B . 

ARNOTE AND EUBANKS, f o r p l a i n t i f f . 

M,,' M. 4 C . f o r Nat ions . 

JUDGES WEAVER AND ^OOTR, PRESENT. 

EUBANKS: 

w« are ready except on« w i t n e s s . 

WEAVER: 

"Do you know why he i s not here 

EUBANKS: 

No s i r . 

EOOTE: 

D e s i r e to proceed at f a r as you can . 

Euban-s . 

ves s i r . 

GEORGE H. COOK, b e i n g c a l l e d as a w i t n e s s in h i s own 

b e h a l f took the s t a n d . 

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. EUBANKS. 

Q. What i s yoi;r name? 

A. George H. Cook. 

0 . Are you the p l a i n t i f f in t h i s cause? 

A. Yes 3 i r . 

Q. "By what r i h t do you c l * fcn c i t i z e n s h i p ? 

A. By m a r r i a g e . 

Q. Marriage to v\hom* 

/ . Va ry E. KcC ^ rta in . 

0 . when were -ou married to your w i f e 0 

A. August 92 , 24th of August. 

0 . Co vou know whethe r she was a membe r of the aChoctaw Nati6n? 



A . T e s s i r . 

C ORNISH: 

At t h i s point we des ire to interpose the object ion which 

we kve heretofore made, and the ma n r of proof which we have 

urged should be accepted and accepted only in cases of t h i s 

character. We have some private information as to the f a c t s 

in t h i s case , but without reference to what the f a c t s are we 

s h a l l ask that the questions conform to law, and that the 

r ight of this person, i f he have a r ight be proven by com­

petent evidence . That in cases where persons are claiming 

before this court as c i t i z e n s by intermarriage, there are 

three r e q u i s i t e s , and three only. The f i r s t requi s i t e i s was 

or i s the person through whom he claims the right to be 

admitted as an intermarried c i t i z e n , a duly enrolled and 

recognized c i t i z e n of the Choctaw Nation. Second, did you 

comply with the t r iba l laws of the Choctaw Nation. Third, 

has the re la t ion thus formed continued to th i s time without 

interruption or being for f e i t ed , «n& that any t e s t i ­

mony "hich does not bear upon these three e s s e n t i a l s i s 

incompe ent and should not be considered. Add re ^ ing myseld 
As to h i s compliance with the t r iba l laws, 

par t i cu lar ' r e q u i s i t e , , >ve urge that the court should hear nd 

try t h i s case under the rules of evidence. As to the ^ i r s t 

re q u i s i t e as to whether th i s woman was a Choctaw, there i s 

j u s t one way by which t h i s can be proven, and that i s by the 

rec o rd • 

KUBAHK8: 

Offer c e r t i f i e d copy of the "Leased "District payment 

r o l l , c e r t i f i e d to by Tarns Bixby, Chairman of the Commission 

to the ? i v e C i v i l i z e d Tribes, marked "TTxhibit A". 

HUB AUK 8: 

Then also or ig inal l i c e n s e and c e r t i f i c a t e of marriage, 

marked Fxhibit »B". 

Q. If your wife now l iv ing? 

A. tfo a i r . 



Q.. Did you ever desert or abandon your wife* 

A, No s i r , 

Q.. Never at any time? 

A. No s i r . 

CROSS-TTAMTNATTON BY MR. CORNISH: 

0,. Wien did you marry th i s woman0 

A. Married her 24th day of August 92. 

0,. Had you been married prior to that time0 

A. v e s a i r . 

Q, To whom had you been married prior to that time0 

A. Been married i to a Smith. A woman named r mith. 

Q. "here did you marry her° 

A. Sebwatain bounty. 

Q. Arkansas? 

A. ~7essir. 

Q,# when did you marry her? 

A. Married Ter in 84. 

Q. Was she dead at the time y u mi 

A. Yaa s i r . 

Q,« Live with her u n t i l her death? 

A. v ea s i r . 

o . Had you been married at any other time0 

A. Yea s i r . 

0. To whom had you been married prior to your marriage with 

the Smith woman0 

A.woman by the none o^ Bel le 

0. where did "ou marry her 0 

A. Arkansas. 

0,. Wiat county? 

A, "on ft know as I can t e l l you. 

A. Yes s i r T am. Know the county seat . Sale:- i s tha county 

s ea t . 

Q. Her name 

A. Yea s i r . 



Q,. In what y e a r . 

A. Some t ime in 70. 

Q. L iv ing or dead? 

A. ^ead • 

0 . were you l i v i n g t o g e t h e r as husband and wife a t t>» time 

she d i e d 0 

A, Yes 3 i r . 

Q. Lived with h e r cont inusous ly from your mar r iage u n t i l 

h e r d e a t h . 

A. v e s s i r . 

Q. Had you been marr ied a t any o the r time? 

A. Yes s i r . 

Q,. Who did you marry. 

A. Married to Pebe^ca Lane. 

0. ^h^re d id you marry he r" 

A. Mis sour i . 

0 . In want yea r" 

A. 67. 

Q. That was your f i r s t m a r r i a g e 0 

A. v e s s i r . 

0 . I she l i v i n g or dead 0 

A. L iv ing . 

0 , "Divorced from h e r ° 

A. ves s i r . 

0 . Then whereand on what exact da t e were you married to h e r 0 

A. Third of J u l y , «7. 

0 . In what County in Missour i 0 

A. Lac l ede . 

0 . How long did you l i v e with h e r 0 

A. *Tine o r ten y e a r s , 

0, T»Hiere was the d ivorce granted d i s s o l v 

matrimony between you and t h i s woman" 

A. Cameron County. 



Q, Now what was the name of t h i s 

A, Mary Ann McCurtain, 

Qt What was the name of her father? 

A. Joshua FcCurta in. 

0. Joshua Mc Curt a In l i v i n g * 

A. v e s s i r . 

0 . Where does he l i v e * 

A. Blue County, Choctaw Nation, 

c# What was the name of her mo the r* 

A, Don't know, 

Q, How long did '̂ ou l i v e with her* 

A, Something over four years . 

Q. T she l i v ing or dead0 

A. Dead. 

0. Live with her up u n t i l the time of her death* 

A. No i r . 

P. There was a seperation "between you* 

A. Yes s i r , she went away, T staid at home. 

0. Where did she go* 

A She went to the D i s t r i c t Court, 

Q,. What did she go there for* 

A, Went there and applied fo- a divorce. 

Q,# What did she a l lege as grounds for divoi 

A, Cannot t e l l you. 

0 . Did she procure a divorce* 

A. v es s i r , 

0 . Did she remarry* 

A. v e s s i r . 

Q, After hee divorce from you she re-married* 

A, T â t i s what I learned. 

Q, And then died* 

A, Yes s i r . 

0 . vou lave te en remarried since your marriage to t h i s Indian 



/ . ^o s i r . 

0 . ^ow l i v i n g as a widower0 

A, Yes s i r . 

0 . Fave any chi ldren by her0 

A. ""wo. 

0. Living with you0 

A, "es s i r . 

Q# Wave these vhildren been enrolled by the Commission to the 

^ ive C i v i l i z e d Tribes and enrollment been appro ed° 

A. Cannot t e l l you about approval. 

0. Fave you been not i f i ed f o r them that their names have been 

placed upon the approved r o l l % in order that you might s e l e c t 

t h e i r lands. 

A. No answer. 

| i You have not se lec ted the lands of thsse ch i ldren ' 

A. Yes s i r . 

o. wave not been to the land of f ice at Ato'<a or 1 

A, ~*o answer. 

0, "<rou make the s e l e c t i o n 0 

A. v e s s i r , but cannot f i , e . 

CnwwTSH: 

The >Tation su-gest at this time that the only competent 

evidence of the enjoymnt by the deceased wife of her s t a t u s 

i s record evidence within th i s court at th i s time of the 

adjudication by the Commission to the ^ive C iv i l i z ed Tribes ui 

the Honorable ftsorsttry if the Inter ior of the status of the 

chi ldren , who were the ch i laren of the women. Tn ord^r to 

be frank we w i l l s t a t s that the chi ldren of t h i s woman are 

enro l l ed , but '-hat the nly competent evidence of the s ta tus 

f the mother, i s record evidence cf the adjudication of the 

status of her ch i ldren . 

• ;. • " d . 

TOBAWS: 

We offer c e r t i f i c a t e of the Commission to the FtTi C i v i l -

•ir»-._l *. —«• 



i z e d t r i b e s . Marhed E x h i b i t C". 

T'lIFA^'S: 

0 . T>o you know any reason why your wi f e went away° 

A, *To s i r , n o t h i n g more than that T was q u i t e an old man, 

and she d i d n * t seem to be s a t i s f i e d . The young people v/ould 

t a l k to h e r and d e v i l sooc h e r about me b e i n g o ld . 

Q. "Did you t r e a t h e r as a husband should h i s wife** 

A, v e s s i r . 

0 . About v:hat tirre was i t she went away" 

A. Tt was about 3 i x or seven years a g o , in March. 

w i t n e s s e x c u s e d . 

KUBAKK8: 

We next o f f e r in ev idence c e r t i f i c a t e of Gibson B e t t i e s t e , 

sown to b e f o r e James Culberson, County Clerk o f Sugar Loaf 

County, Choctaw >T*tion on t he 2 4 t h day of August, 1 8 9 6 , 

marked F x h i b i t "D". 

The Wat ions o b j e c t to the i n t r o d u c t i o n of the a f f i d a v i t 

of Gibson ^ a U i e s t e , end in support of such o b j e c t i o n stat-; 

that i t i s n o t such an a f f i d a v i t as could have been made use 

of b e f o r e the Commise ion to *he ^ ive C i v i l i z e d T r i b e s , second 

t h a t i t i s a part of a vo id proceeding had be fore the Coumiss-

ion to the "^ive C i v i l i z e d Tribes t c which both Kqtions were 

recess-ay:' and i t e r e s ted par t i e and to which only the Choc­

taw v a t i o n was served and made a p a r t y , t h i r l f o r the 

reason t h a t the person who made t h e a f f i d a v i t has not bean 

shown to be dead, f o u r t h that the substance of such a f f i d a v i t 

i s not competent , not b e a e i n g upon the e s s e n t i a l i s s u e s in 

t h i s c a s e . 

MR. Ĉ OTC r e c a l l e d , in h i s a own b e h a l f , took the 

s t a n d . 

DTRTTCT UTATTNATTO* BV m TWBAWKS. 

0 . Mr. Cook were you wj th in the f o u n d r i e s of the Choctaw 

Nat ion 'hen the d i v o r c e in the Choctaw Court was i b t a i n e d ly 

your w i f e from y o u s e l f * 

A, veg s i r . 



Q,. State to the Court why you did not appear ans answer that 

complaint0 

3L The reason T did not appear was T had the two children and 

no one to taice care of them, and the l i t t l e one was s ick and 

I could not on account of the chi ldren "being s ick. 

P. 7)id you appear during that term of Court? 

A, Tres s i . 

o. what was d-ne with this case "by the time you got to Court0 

A« 3he had done procured a divorce and her to claim the c h i l d 

rfint and T went to court to d e l i v e r them XJI into her possess 

ion. 

witness escused. 
• 

GT50PGF. FffLSOK, a witness on behalf of p l a i n t i f f s , 

next took HM stand. 

DIR-HC? mumumwm BV MR. 

P . what i s your namea* 

^ rjsorge >Telson° 

A. Ttyiere dodt you l i v e 0 

A. Houth FcAlteter . 

%i o you know George H# Cook? 
A. v e s s i r . 

0 . v ou 'xcnew h i s wif e° 

A. v s s s ir . 

o . Did you know them when they were l i v i n g together as husband 

and wif e° 

A. v e s s i r . 

P. ^here wqs t h a t 0 

A. wilburton, T# T. 

0 , *T! w f a r did you l i v e from them at that time0 

A. About four or f ive b l o c k s . 

Q,« Do you know anything about their r e la t i ons , how he treated 

his wiia ° 

A. T went to h i s house severa l d i f f erent limes, and i t was 

a l l r ight , T didn't see any hinp; wrong. 



0° vou say them 

A. ves s i r . 

Q. vou say them together pret ty t tent 

A. ves s i r » 

Q. He t r e a t e d her in a k ind and a f f e c t i o n a t e manner*? 

A. Yes s i r . 

CmSS-TTCAMINATTON BV MR. ^OPKISH: 

Q,# How f a r did you l i v e from t h e s e people? 

A, "Five or s i x b l o c k s . 

Q. Q. In the town of 7/ilburtctfn* 

A. "Ves s i r . 

Q. The time of the s e p e r a t i o n * 

A. v e s s i r , 

0 . who are you speaking about* 

A. George Cook. 

0 . What i s the name of h i s w i f e * 

A. "Conft know. 

0,. rrnow who she was" 

A. Vc Curt a i n , understood. 

0 . Have c h i l d r e n * 

A. v e s s i r , two c h i l d r e n . 

0 . Dm know the c i r c u s t a n c e s under which they asperated* 

A. No s i r , do n o t . 

Q. vou d o n ' t know whose f a u l t i t was or under what c 

A. T*o s i r . 

Witness e x c u s e d . 

MARSHAL, b e i n g c a l l e d as a w i t n e s s f o r the 

p l a i n t i f f , took the s; and. 

DIHKCT KTAKWATIOH Bv Mfl. WBAN3CS. 

Q,. ¥r. Marsha l l do you know Mr. Cook* 

A. v e s I i r . 

0 . Do you knov/ of h i s marr iage to ma 

A. v t £ g i r < a t h i s wedding. 

0 , See the ceremony performed0 



\ 

A. Yes s i r , saw the ceremony performed. Tt was in Choctaw, 

Indian interpreted i t . 

Q. "Who performed the ceremony0 

A. Ba r-teste, the preacher Gibson Bat tas ta . 

F i t n e s s excused. 

"FtSAflKS: 

vre want to present par t i cu lar ly a l i t t l e further evidence 

as to h i s treatment of h i s wife , and ^or that purpose I have 

prepared a motion to hold t h i s case up to introduce the wit -

ess Joshua ycCurtain, the fa ther ct h i s wi fe . 

vr?ATRS: 

He was to be here today. 

KUBAMC8: 

Yes s i r . 

Tf e should postpone i t you had not b e t t e r depend 

upon h i s coming without a subpeonae. 

"PltJBA^S: 

He promised t o be here on yesterday. 

"Reads motion for continuance". 

The part icu lar part of the evidence we want to intro­

duce i s that he gave no cause for divorce. 

MUMl 

Have any objec t ions . 

"ORKISH: 

Nothing s p e i a l . Tf he i s e n t i t l e d the Choctaw Nation 

is as anxicus as he i s that he be admitted. We have noth­

ing to say. The Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations that the case 

be proven by aff irmative and conclusive testimony. 

wr-AVER: 

Pi led and taken under advisement u n t i l the return of 

Judge Adams. 



> 

9**rf« u . Cook, 

•nil ShoetHV and '*h ideas aw Na t ions . 

Aroot ' M4 "F.ubsnics, Attorneys fo r p i * i n t i f f « 

K*H«f told, Mol*u.rray | Cornish, Tor BNtf endan ts . 

• ~ o - -

Preaent and p r* l Id Inr* fca« honorable a Spencer l« Adams, 

Cfci«f ~Uur;y, Vftltftr &, wearer and H*nr> St Ft#<Wj Associa te 

J*Ag«a« 

gOV^ggg 2?t X9Q3« ' ? h l s <**y lhife5 cause c ^ r t e : on to be 

h^ard, bo th P l a i n t i f f | an.? 8*f*ndftnift, 'being r ep resen ted 

by Houmsel, *nd both having announced read:, f o r t r i a l , the 

fo l lowing proceed l a g ! Vftft had , fcxK-to-wi t: 

J 0 BH TT/i K c nimTAHf, 

B«lm£ iWtrn as at wi tness on behalf of p l a i n t i ff a, t e s t i ­

f i e d as fo l l ows : 

Mr. Xr« Kub&nks, 
r ,—'Hia t in your Mnt* 

l«*HI3r n Mi• J oshua V-c0 tt r t a in, 

J_f—You jrnovi dVOrgf f ;, Coui:^ 

ft,-'rCD n i r \ 

Ct-~**rv<- l ing h u r t y*H feat* h im*' 

| , — /bout f i f t««a F*e r s , 

0 . - - Is V *.? this pun th%t ma ri*4 your daughter 0 

A - - V • . a ' a 1 T * 

Q , - - Hi i r • • «a he ma r r ie d ° 

A« •** 8 m ^ r l o & f Q punty . 

0 , - -Marr ied a t your h9M? 

A«--v«s s i r , 

0,--':7hc w a r n e d them° 

A.--VTaiaod B a t i e s t e . Choctaw p r - ache r naaiel Gibson "Bat ies te , 

C , - - Ho.; 1 ong ag c wu & th is ° 

A.--T guess about seven y e a r s . 



: . .--Then did they l i v e t here near you *fUr th, ' 

A.--n; 'es : , i r . 

'•.--TTOW l i n g did he l i v e the re n e a r you'-

A.-- tofta r ••'• ay marr ied" 

A.--About Sevan v-aars. 

C, * - 8 is w if a de ad° 

m i D H A ' : A T i o »« 

I ' r . Corni sh: 

O. — Th-' re *as i . v i b r a t i o n was the re aa t between thaae people* 

Q#*~They iriv". 5 toge the r lib ou t two y e a n tad then aa p a r a tad* 

A.-~?e;% I i r . 

Q #—^'o% old was yotir d • j .. lew »he a a r r l a d t h i s auai* 

A*«"»?lrst marr ied l i t t l e ovar f i f t e e n yaara o ld , going on 

g i x t e e n . 

o , - , r o u r daughter appl ied to the Ohoet aw Court for & d ivo rce 

did she notf 

Q,*«Jgld t h a t d ivorce was granted h e r ° 

A»—Taa M r . 

Mr. Baa aides* 

We balafe tha t that la inadmisnahle , rhe f l a t that they 

g r a n t ad th« dlYorae fraai h l n . if thej did., i t oaght o I 

ahaaai ay tha record, 

XTj Cornish: 

CU-~Kad your daugh te r bean marr ied p r i o r to a a r i a r r i a g a to 

fchaa mmi*? 

A* — T'*c ali*i 

Juage Mamai 

%#»«00 aHfti grounds did your daur th tT ob ta in the d ivorce? 

/..--"fto answer. 



p«-~Ppon v\oi grounds, wfet Aid l h t tXXtga? 

A# - - !*•*• er b M l • i th h er irsuch. M l • I icnow. 

w i tn e a s exc us • d, 

Kr« Xtib«akft« 

f t WAht to MOC t i «« to in t roduce t* c e r t i f i e d ccpy of 

. th !B d Ire TO*, 

, - '-u get «h*t evidence here snd we w L th«n §•« aboul 

i t . 



\ A ' 

\ 

1. 

In the Choctaw and Uhickaaaw Citizenship Court, 

Si t t ing at loath m blester, I,TM January 9f 1904. 

Qcor/x H« Cook, e t al , 

—V-— Mo. 70. 

The Choctaw nni Cliickasaw Nations? 

- - 0 — 

Present sad presiding the lions. Spencer £. Adams,, and 

Walter L. leaver, Associate JUI-B, of said Court, 

—o — 

/..mote Kid hubanks. Attorneys for Plaint iffs , 

•usuiLjficld, MeMurray h Cornish, for Defendant*, 

This day (February 9t 1904) this cause oomir*g on to be heard 

further, the following proceeding were ha-"1, towits 

Mr. Sabanka, 

This case was lef t onen PO that the Plaint i f fs , could 

get further evidence relative to the fen divorce uooeolingB 

in this tafte, rfhe thlfl ea t i th.e question of a divorce 

arises in twe hi aces • One ig the livorce between 1dm 

- 1 his f i r s t wife sad tiie ether i l iMfcNMi between 

his and hie second wife, tfaroupja whom toe claims cit izenship. 

Judge Advra; 

The f i r s t nuestion i s as to whether he W%$ oo;.?cetent 

to contract the secou I SSOTiaflpH tipA the second question i s 

is to these fault i t was; i t that i t ? 

hr . Eubanks; 
fee, s i r . 



Mr* kubankr: Oon.) Hr« Qeok wrote to the Clerk of the Court for a 

Certified cooy of the proceeding granting him a hi. v i n e 

from hi t f i n t wifi and bo reeeifCd the fallowing l e t t e r 

in rep";y, "All of Star Circuit Court record were burned 

Jnn, 29, 1 )u2, ô that v?e cannot t e l l whether May itoh 

reoorl Ml m-e or not. I t will be a matter of proof 

for you. If you know of any I t f l agwi taoe i i i you can 

there affidavits rod h&rt thatt recorded nad restore the 

record in this way,n i desire to introduce that in evidence. 

(at, IM*$« 

1 h«d written to the Clerk bo fore thlfl arrived for a 

certified oopy of oho rocorl, or a cer t i f icate showing why 

he 30uld ro t furniuh i t , if he could net ;?o BO( aaad 1 

would now like to Introduce Mr, Cook, relat ive to the livorce 

proceeding in Missouri, 

Judge hs\mrn\ 
Let ue hear what he hafl to say, 

Geo, h, Cook, 

a plaintiff, being duly sworn in hie own behalf, 

beatified ai fo l i c sj 

Iftr. Eubanks, 
Q.« Were you livoroed froi.- your f i r s t wife Rebecca Jane Cook, 

in KfLaeotnri ? 

A.- Yen, a i r . 

( . - hX what tine ? 

A.- [|j October 1878i I think. 

Q.~ Urt Cook, ttd you have a cer t i f ica te from the Court to thip 

effect? 

A.- Tea, s i r . 

Q.- -here io that cer t i f ica te? 



A.- I t not burned un iown in Blue County, when wf house p i 

bunie l . 

Q.- Hhen *%• i t burned? 

A.- In July 18*98, 

'„.- Relative to the other divorce dr. Cook, you have already 

tes t i f ied about the iiforoe between "you and your l as t wife? 

I - Yrc a i r 

C - Did you ever ,^ve her any oaup.e for divorce? 

A.- Ho, s i r . 

'*.- Bflf* ;"5id yon. t r ea t her Hr, Cook? 

A.- Juet as kini Ml i could. 

Q.- Did rde ever irnke any oo^olaint to you of the way in widen 

you t reat el her? 

A.- lie, r i r . 

• . ~ Hiave you made ?ufy ee&roh to find the reaeon ehe alleged for 

a divorce? 

A.- "•«.! s i r . 

Q.- Have you been able to find any of her vdtnesees? 

A.- No, nir, i have not. She oi.ly hid two witnesses I thiijJk, 

und one of then i i dec! end the other one I len't know 

*;tere the other one ie« 

. ~ Dii you know at the tine of any reason for her liveroef 

/.,- ho, s i r . She Lai no reason. She Lai one but I l&l not to 

blame for i t . Eh* V*fl yottQg and i mm >14 e.,1 rue liked 'to 

gs around with yeung people, and Bon»tin»e they would tease 

her about her husband being old. 

Mr, EubanLs. 
If that cer t i f ica te of the Clerk reaches Lere, I want to 

introduce that aleo. 

- - . 3 — -



Mr. Cbniiahi 
C,- &d you ftfct* ia your tenLinmy before what country that 

nftii tu ttMrarlf 

|*« C!tiua*A\ County. 

:•.- MI 98 :>r trm 

A - *#i, r i r , 

'*„- -id you hive tfl attorney? 

C - Rg represented youY 

|#.« ftnfrey? 

.- ihat i n hit! other name? 

A»~ Joseph, 

;,.- H era U:; ;ke liver 
i < <.' j. . 

iat «*• CTjr oostoffic*; ifcat town? 

A . - Lyftn, 

Q.- Ia Ie living^ 

/...- I tlinlc BO, 

ft** M I fw *#ply for the livoroe or ah©? 

I • - * i • I, 

•..- ODOJ • i t ^rouadj• 

:..- Dpoo ILe gra&da th?>t i caught a *ma in ted with her in 

;\;y hoUft*, 

( . - A. tultrryV 

;\.- *•«, s i r . 

. - Did you tfttftblith tta& ffcdtt 

..- ?tf, rir. 

ftg- ft A the ir/oroe vw T" -ted you? 

, - ien t nir# 



Judge Adam; 

(,*;.- LB your second mife living? 

A . - No,sir, 

s*.- if phi dead? 

A.- Hm\ Ar9 
4 1JT'''. 

-. , - YJMX she in Indian? i,o question about thatt 

/,.- lb, .^ir, 

.- Did . ,,e BUO you for a divorce.' 

,>..,- fftg , Fir, 

v,,- -Li fOW lea/e Ler or she leave you.' 

. - iui. \ you In ti.e Ohoot&w Courie and gpt a divorce? 

•' , - xes? f air, 

Q#- Cou ad tvo children by ?ier? 

•'.•- *o« , Li> 

C.,- They are with you noitf 

A.- ier , <dr, 

E. - Yo u .r a? e not ri n ce r emarri ed? 

JLf* Kdi ear. 

:.,- 5fou . NN dr« tiy fflftde proof that you -.̂ de an effort to 

BBcure t- e lioen«#? 

,'..- *e»i ?dr. 

Mr, Eubankej 
iVe would like a l i t t l e tirae to gpt a cert i f icate of 

the County Clerk showing that the rnarri a;;<e record* have 

. 
Mr, Gorai , fou wish to postpone the fina] iecigi m of tie case 

until 'you can c»t that eertifieate, 
Mr, Euoankg; fee, :dr, 
Jud-ne AriKms; /u r i^ - t . • 



\ 
In the Choc tow and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, 

Sitting at South Mi Alester, February 18, 1904. 

Geo. H. fcok, et el, 

— v s — 

The Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations. 

Associate 
Present and presiding The Hon. alter L. leaver,A Judge of 

said Court. 

Appearances; 
Arnote & Eub&nks, for P l a i n t i f f s , 

Mansfield, XgttttJTay and Cornish, for Defendants. 

This day th i s causa coming on to be heard, the following 

proceedings "•'•ere had, towit; 

&r. Eubanks, 

I desire to introduce in evidence the c e r t i f i c a t e 

f the Clerk of Camden County, r i s s o u r i , to the e f for t that 

the records of the Court were burned. 

Judge Veaverj 
I t can be done. 
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