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THE HONORABLE COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

In the matter of the application of Frank Standifer for 

enrollment in the ChicKaeaw Nation. 

0 

Now comes the Chickasaw Nation by its attorneys, and, 

without waiving any exceptions to the application filed herein, and 

without consenting to, but denying the jurisdiction of this Honor­

able Commission to pass upon a question of citizenship in the 

Chickasaw Tribe of Indians, presents this, its answer to said 

application, and respectfully represents: 

First. The Chickasaw Nation admits that Mattie Overton 

is a Chickasaw Indian by blood, but the Chickasaw Nation alleges 

that Frank Standifer is a white roan and a citizen of the United 

States, and that his marriage to l-'attie Overton was not solemnized 

according to the laws of the Chickasaw Nation. 

Second. The Chickasaw Nation shows that the said Frank 

Standifer voluntarily abandoned his said wife after thier said 

marriage, and refused to longer live with her, and that thereby 

the said Frank Standifer forfeited and lost whatever rights, if 

any he had acquired by reason of said marriage. 

Wherefore, the Chletoasaw Nation prays that said 

be dismissed. 

THE CHICKASAW NATION, 

By its Attorn 

^ 



BEFORE THE HONORABLE COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

In the matter of the application for enrollment in the ChioK-

saw Nation of Frank Standifer. 

1st. Now comes the Chickasaw Nation by its attorneys, and re­

spectfully shows to this Honorable Commission that the application 

herein is sufficient in law, 

Wherefore, it prays that said application be dismissed. 

Snd. For special exception, the Chickasaw Nation respectfully 

shows to this Commission that the evidence produced by the appli­

cant is insufficient to show any claim of citizenship in the Chick-

asaw Tribe of Indians. 

Wherefore, it prays that said application He 

sed. 

3rd. For further special exception, the Chickasaw Nation says 

that the application is insufficient in that it shows that the 

applicant has not complied with the laws of the Chickasaw Nation, 

and therfore is not entitled to any of the rights, privileges, 

and immunities as such citizens. 

Wherefore, it prays that said application be dismissed. 

THE CHICKASAW NATION. 

By its Attorneys. 

f 



In The United States Court for the Southern District of the 

INdian Territory. 

Prank Standifer, Plaintiff, ) 

vs. #32 J) Master's 
)) 

The Chickasaw Hat ion, Defendant} 

Now comes the Master in Chancery, and "begs to make the 

following report in the above cause. 

I find from the evidence that battle Overton wan a Chick­

asaw Indian by blood, and that the applicant. Prank Standifer, 7ms 

a white man and a citizen of the United States. That in June, 

1895, the said persons were lawfully married to each other in, and 

according to the laws of the Chickasaw nation. 

I further find that some time after said marriage, the 

said Mattie Overton, through no fault or wrong on the part of the 

applicant, voluntarily abandoned said applicant, and refused to 

further live with him as his wife. 

Por the reasons states in my report in the Wiggs case, I 

recommend that said applicant, Prank Standifer, be admitted to 

citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation. 

W,H.L.Campbell, 

Master in Chancery, 

It is agreed that the above and foregoing eopies may be substituted 

for the original papers in the above cause. It 1B also agreed that 

the said cause wan properly appealed from the Dawes Commission 

by the Chickasaw Nation. 

(Signed) Potter Overby ft Thomas, Attys for Pltf. 

W.B.Johnson, Attorney for Deft. 

£ 



* i 

Prank Standiler T-Uo.63. 

In accordance with instructions I aalled on Mrs. Uakk Mattie 

Sacra, whose name is given as Mollie Sacra and took from her the 

statement which will "be found among the papers. 



SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

Yw 

The President of the United States of America, 
s]£b t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l l f o r t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , S o u t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

C i R E E T l N Q : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons p. s. Moseiey, Governor of 

t he Chickasaw Nat ion , to a n s w e r on behalf of said nation, in twen ty days af ter the service of this 
f, : r ;. :-• 

slummons upon Kim,, as Governor of said Nat ion a compla in t in Equ i ty filed aga ins t the 

djhoctawi a n i C h i c k a s a w nation in the Choc taw and Chickasaw C i t i z ensh ip Cour t , in the Ind ian T e r ­

r i t o ry , a:t ^ ^ ^ ^ - ^ t ^ r f ^ > L ^ ^ , bv ^TTZ^^t 

and warn him tha t upon his fa i lure as said Governor to a n s w e r on behalf of said nation, the 

compla in t will be taken for confessed, and you will make r e t u r n of the s u m m o n s i n s t a n t e r ; 

And you a r e f u r t h e r commanded to notify said P . S. Moseiey Governor aforesaid, 

7^^<&~€^&rS^L^^£J^(^U-t h a t t he p a p e r s , files and proceeding's in the case ot 

F i l e No. 6»7 %?. in the Di s t r i c t C o u r t for the J - ^ - * - ^ ? —'.. D i s t r i c t of the 

Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , has been t r a n s f e r r e d to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Ci t i zensh ip Cour t , and tha t 

t he cert i f icate of the c lerk of said cou r t for said **!*#r?**rfl^*r*flfc*r*S!'..... Dis t r i c t , Indian T e r r i t o r y , 

» 
has been a t t ached the re to . 

r,: 

W I T N E S S the Honorab le S p e n c e r B. Adams , Chief J u d g e , 

• W a l t e r L . Weave r and H e n r y S. Poote , Assoc ia t e 

J u d g e s , and the Seal thereof, at South McAles t e r , 

Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , aforesaid, th i s ..*—..£? 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

Jt4^C^~<7/3. . lerk. 

B y Depu ty . 

f'4 •-» rj;>tV; L;., ;, i 
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J 

To the honorable Choctaw and f'hiekasaw citizenship court, 

e sitting at South lit Alester, in the Central [District of the 

Indian Territory. 

Your petitioner, [Frank Standifer, a citizen of (she Chick­

asaw nation, Indian Territory, represents and shows that on, to wit, uhc 

12 th day of MOT., A. J). 1885, he vias married to ] [at tie Overton, a citizen 

of the Chiekasaw -ation, Indian Territory. 

That he is a white nan, and ? citizen of the Unted states, 

and that said hat tie over ton was a Chickasaw -nclian by blood zno. resident 

therein and said Marriage was performed under and according to the laws 

of said nation. 

That ever since said marriage he has resided within the 

Chickasaw --ation and. has been grant HI all the rights, pr.iv' leges, and im­

munities of a citizen thereof "by the authorities. That he lives eight 

miles north v/esh of fch« town of Colbert in said nation where he is now 

and has beon employed in stock raising and farming for iht pas1 fifteen 

years. That curing all the said time and before then he has been granted 

all of the rights, privileges and immunities of a citizen. That he is the 

owner of a farm which is in cultivation and pon which he has lived for 

a period of abox.it fifteen yet-<TB and whit* is of the v»iue, together with 

the improvements thereon, of seven thousand dollars containing about ' 

three hundred acres. 

Your petitioner states that on heretofore to wit on the 

23rd day of Nov., I89o, he was admitted to the citizenship of said Choc­

taw nation by the [Pay/es Commission and duly and .Lawfully enrolled as a 

citizen of said nation by said Commission in accordance with the laws 

of fchf United States and said matter was appealed to the United States 

Court for t;he Southern [District of the Indian territory at Ardmore, where 

it came on to be heard by the court on the 20th day of Jan., 1898 , whan 

the judgement of trie said Commission v/as affirmed and judgement the and 

there entered granting him, the petitioner, citizenship of the said 

Chickasaw yation. 

http://abox.it


Htltrefort he says that he is a c i t i zen of the said Choc­

taw and Chickasaw hiat ion "by interraarriage ar.d i s ent i l ler i to a i l the 

r igh t s and priTlli«g«B of a native by "blood of said nat ion. That said 

Pahaer hoseley is the Governor of the talA Chickasaw Nation, arc. Green 

McCurtain is the governor of the said Choctaw hat ion. 
1JTherefore he prays that they he served with rot ice of th is 

appl ica t ion , that the Clerk of t/:e United States Court of the Southern 

Dsitric1 : of the Indian ^er r i to ry he not i f ied to send »p a t ranscr ip t of 

the proceedings of and in said causeto th is honorable court and that upon 

a hearing hereof he be r'giy n jjttdfeement oonfirnhfi h i s c i t i zensh ip of the 

said-na1-ion n with a i l ;the rtghtsj , p r i v i l eges , and ira un i t i e s of a native 

by blood thereof, and for a l l such orders and r e l i e f , ~ereral and special 

as he nay he e n t i t l e d to e i ther in lav; or in equ i 'y . 

CL££aIjfhL 
Attorneys for petitioner. 
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In the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship 'Court, 

S i t t ing at Tishomin'jp, I.T, June 24, 1904. 

• • « j « » > » a a s i B n a M a a > s m > : i i x s a * s a « f a » m a » » s a s j < m s r 3 » a a » a m » « « i i s « t « « « » « 

' 

Frank Standifer, 

The Choctaw and Chi okas aw Nations, ) 
_„__ _ J 

No. 63. 

This day toil (Must corning on to be heard be­

fore the lions, Spencer 3. M^tti Chief Judgi, Walter, 

L, weaver a&d Henry £. Foote, Associate Judgjpa of said 

Court, the "Defendants being represented by therr 

Counsel, Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, the following 

proceedings ^ere had to-wit; 

Conixrh; 

le subait th is case for tht final decision of the 

Court, on the t#ttlm>Dy already offered. 

- - 0 — 



In the Choctaw and Chickasaw C i t i z e n s h i p Court , s i t t i n g a t 

Tishomingo, in the Southern D i s t r i c t of the Indian T e r r i t o r y , 

June fern, 1 9 0 4 , / 

Frank St&ndifer , 

v s . l b . 63. 

Choctaw and Chickasaw "Rations. 

w e a n OH-- COUBT. 

On t h i s 30th day of June, 1904, t h i s cause coming 

on f o r f i n a l d e c i s i o n , the same having he re to fo re been sub­

m i t t e d upon the law and the evidence, and the Court "being 

w e l l and s u f f i c i e n t l y advised in the premises , doth f ind 

t h a t the p l a i n t i f f , Frank St&ndifer, i s e n t i t l ed to he 

deemed a c i t i z e n "by in t e rmar r i age of the Chickasaw "Station, 

and to enrol lment as such, and to a l l the r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s 

snd immunit ies, persona l to himself , which flow therefrom. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDF.KRD, ADJUDGED A¥D DFCHRKD tha t 

the p e t i t i o n of the p l a i n t i f f , J1 rank Stand if er , he g rented 

and tha t he he deemed a c i t i z e n by in t e rmar r i age of the 

Chickasaw Wat ion, and e n t i t l e d to enrol lment as such c i t i z e n , 

and e n t i t l e d to a l l the r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and immunities, 

pe rsona l to h imsel f , which flow therefrem. 

* * • * # * * # • « *##*.*» f«. | § # # » * # * * * * * #•••** * # • » 
Chief Judge . 

Assoc i s t e Judge, 

Associa te Judge. 



REGISTRY RECEIPT. 

post ©ffice at __ .;....!__-"._ 

Registered [ f f i j No.jCZ/^f. Ree'd. /A/d, 700* 

of -_/*&!££$ 

addressed to ^A^<r^L^4A>^/£ 

i i 
!') 



S o u t h M c A l e s t e r , I n d . T e r . , November 1 0 , 1 9 0 0 . 

Frank f'tancdfer. 

Colbert, I . H 

You are hereby advised, in compliance with the direction of the 
•Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes that the Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Nations object to your enrollment upon the ground of 

CG, 
and that such testimony as may be necessary on behalf of the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Nations will be taken at an appointment of the said 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes at Atoka, Indian Territory, 
beginning December 3, 1900. 

THE CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW NATIONS. 
By Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, Attorneys. 
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i l l ' . . 3 ;cAl e s t e r , I rid inn T e r r i t o r y , 3Ioverabor 5, ±900, 

.'. •}.' C « f t so ion to i/he Five Civilised Tribes, 

Muskogee* Indian Territory. 

• > ("> .*, 

f ' B J ' W K i ' l ! ) Md Uitf'""••" 

• o n -

tfhe 

d eitissen of th« Ohiokasaw Hatioii / 

i s a non-resident , and if our infer 
is oonflm'dd, •••/« shal l or course 

it 3s??siwsBt ground and r?ulv rio'<-{fv 

rot est h is enro l l 

11 - v •''**- a.; r equ i red I 

Opirdlss.ton of any evidence tha t may be tiikan 

Your8 truly* 

' i c t a t e d . 



C. R. BRECKINRIOun. 

ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH, 
SiSiW. Muskogee, Indian Territory, Noveiaoer o, J.-...-. 

McKennon, Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, 

Attorneys at Law, 

South McAlester, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

The Commission is in receipt of your letter of the 6th 

instant in which you desire to he advised of the number of the card 

and the post-office address of Frank Standifer, listed for enroll­

ment as an intermarried court citizen of the Chickasaw Nation. 

You are informed that the records of this Commission show 

that Prank Standifer, 40 years of age whose post-office address is 

given as Colbert, Indian Territory, was listed for enrollment by 

this Commission as an intermarried citizen of the Chickasaw Nation 

on October 12th, 1898, having been admitted to such citizenship by 

judgment of the United States Court for the Southern District of the 

Indian Territory, rendered at Ardmore, Indian Territory, January 

20th, 1898 in court case No. 32. 

Mr. Standifer testified at the time of his application 

for enrollment before the Commission, that he was married to Mattie 

Overton, a Chickasaw Indian, who deserted him. That he has been 

living in the Chickasaw Nation since his marriage to her. 

Mr. Standifer appears upon the records of this Commission 

on Chickasaw roll card, field No. C 192. 

Yours truly, 

Acting Chairman.^!/ 



son 

South WbAiester, Indian Te I6t 1900 

CoBfnis&ion to FIYO Givilijicu Tribos, 

Jfuisisogee, Indian Territory, 

Pear Sirs: 

We uesire to induce in fcht l i s t of those obnte&tedf 

the nasi© of Prank 8teMiif§x» iiirotieioye iistoc*. for enrollirtont 

as a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation 'qj intftVuBCTliigOi C!. 192, 

upon the gromiii. of non residence. 

We shall Guî  notify him in accordance with the 

directions of the Ooaraiabion. 
?tf̂ y triil^ jours | 

Dictated. 
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ALLISON I.. AYLKSWORTH, 
SECRETARY. 

Muskogee, Indian Territory, November 21, 1900. 

Mansfield, McMurray & Cornish, 

Attorneys at Law, 

South McAlester, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

The Commission is in receipt of your letter of the 13th 

instant, in which you state that you desire to include in your list 

of those contested, the name of Prank Standifer, heretofore listed 

for enrollment as a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation by intermarriage, 

The records of this Commission show that Prank Standifer, 

40 years of age, of Colbert, Indian Territory, is listed for 

enrollment as a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation, having been 

admitted to such citizenship by judgment of the United States Court 

for the Southern District of the Indian Territory, rendered at 

Ardmore, Indian Territory, January 20th, 1898, in Court case No. 

32. 

Yours truly, 

Acting Chairman. 
• 

9-C-192 
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SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

Indian Territory, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

Vss 

The President of the United States of America, 
T o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s M a r s h a l for t h e I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y , N o r t h e r n D i s t r i c t , 

G R E E T I N G : 

You are hereby Commanded to Summons Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of 

the Choctaw Nation, to answer on behalf of said nation, in twenty days after the service of this 

summons upon him, as Principal Chief of said Nation a complaint in Equity filed agfainst the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nation in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, nn the Indian Ter­

ritory, at ^^O^^t* ^4=t^^^^^x--

and warn him that upon his failure as said Principal Chief to answer on behalf of said nation, the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons instanter; 

And you are further commanded to notify said Green McCurtain, Principal Chief aforesaid, 

that the papers, files and proceeding's in the case ot . ^ ^ ^ r ^ ^ f e * r ^ ? ^ ? ? ~ ^ 

File No. J&.....&Z in the District Court for the P^r-i^r^^^<r^r^r:... District of the 

Indian Terr i tory , has been transferred to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, and that 

the certificate of the clerk of said court for said *r"#^r-<<r"-<-''̂  District, Indian Terr i tory , 

has been attached thereto. 

«2 

W I T N E S S the Honorable Spencer B. Adams, Chief Judge, 

Walter L. Weaver and Henry S. Poote, Associate 

Judges, and the Seal thereof, at South McAlester, 

Indian Terr i tory, aforesaid, this ...<?-...*£ 

day of March A. D., 1903. 

y£^^i^ f3, $L*C^^ Clerk. 

By 1 Deputy. 
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Affidavit of Frank St*nc l i f e r 

Aff idav i t of I . !«£• S t a n c i i f e r 

Answer or Chicka»»w Hat ion 

Answer or Chickasaw Hat ion 

Aff idavi t of Sam Star and I . Xaldal 

M a s t e r ' s r epor t 

Judgment, U, S« 3ourt 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 



The State of Texan ) 
) 

County of GrayBon. ) 

Personally appeared before the undersigned authority 

ff.M.Stanlifer ore of the attorneys for Fran* Stanlifer in his 

application for citizenship of the Chickasaw Nation, India". Territ* 

ory, before the Dawes Commission, and on his oath states that 

the original papers filed in said cause have been destroyed by 

fire and further on his oath states that the following is a sub­

stantial copy of all of the papers filed .---• that is of 

the application and the papers which were before said Commission, 

to-wit:-

.To The 3)awes Comission: 

Your petitioner,Frank Stanciifer, represents 

and shows unto your Honorable body that he is a person of white 

blood and resides in the Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, and 

has resided therein continuously since in June, A.D. , 1R9F3, 

about six miles Northwest of Colbert; that in June A.D. 1R95 he 

was married according to the laws, forms and customs of said 

Nation to Mattie Overlou, a person of Indian blood, within said 

Nation; that said Mattie Overtow had been the wife of Hx-Governor 

Overtow of said Nation. She further states that his occupation 

is that of a farmer and stock raiser. That he has acquired a farm 

of about 300 acres in said Nation, which, together with the improv-

ments thereon is worth about seven thousand dollars. 

Wherefore he prays that your Honorable body will alxlKg admit 

him to citizenship of said Nation and place him on the rolls as 

provided by laws of the United States in such cases pre 

(Signer rrank Stanciifer. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me the 1st dais of June A.D.1B97. 

(Signed) W.S.Nevins, Notary Public, 

Grayson County 



The State of Texas, ) 
\ 
J 

County of Gaayson. ) 

I, I.M.Stanoll.fe , on oath state the above and 

foregoing is a substantial copy of the application of FranK Stan-

c lifer for citizenship of the Chiclcasaw Hat ion, I.T., filed "before 

the Dawes Commission and acted on "by it and with the accompanying 

affidavit of Sam Star and I. Yeidel and substantial copies of those 

filed along with his same apl"ication, and all of which have "been 

destroyed by fire. 

(Signed) I.K.Stanolifer. 

and sworn to before me the 17th day of 

(Signed) H. M. Perh i< i •, 

Notary Public 

CrTay son 0 ounty. 

^ 

r-



The State of Texas, ) 
) 

County of Gra37-son. ) 

Personally appeared before the undersigned authority 

Sara Star and I.Yeidel, who being by nie duly sworn on their oaths 

state: 

That they are acquainted with Franlc Stand if er and knew his 

wife, Mattie Overton; that said Stanclifer is a white man and 

that said Mattie Overton is an Indian citizen and person of Indian 

blood. That said parties were intermarried to each other in about 

June A.D. 1886 in the OhioTcasaw Nation, I.T., and have resided 

there since that date. 

That said Stanclifer is a farmer and stocK raiser and lives 

16 miles from Denison, Texas, and about six miles Northwest of 

Colbert, I.T., 

(Signed) Sam Star 

I. Yeidel. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me the 1st day of June 1897. 

(Signed) Y/.S. Kevins, Notary Public, 

Grayson Co., Texas. 

s \ 



Frank S t and1f#r, 

vs. No,. 32, Judgment, Southern District, January 20, 1B98. 

0hickasaw Nation. 

Now at this time thiscause came on to be heard upon the report f 

of the Master in Chancery as well as upon the entire records of the 

case and all the evidence taken the rein. 

The court after being filly advised in the premises is of the 

opinio^ that the said Master's report should be in all things appro­

ved and Confirmed, which is accordingly done. The court finds that 

Mollie Overton is a ^hickasaw Indian by blood, and residing in the 

Chickasaw >jation, that the **plleant Prank Standifer is a white amn 

and a citizen of the United States, that in June 1B95, they were 
lawfully married according to the laws of the Chickasaw jjation, and 

the said prank Standifer has ever since resided in the Chickasaw 

Nation. That the said Mollis , the wife of the applicant, abandoned 

him without any fault on his part. It is the rof ore considered and da 

creed by the court that the said Prank Standifer be admitted to 

citizenship in the Chickasaw Nation, andto membership in said Chicka­

saw Tribe Of Indians, with atl the rights and privileges growing out 

of such relation, and the Dawes Commission is hereby (directed to 

enroll the said Prank Standifer as a membe r of said Tribe. 

It is further ordered that a copy of this judgment be BertA-

fled to the said Dawes Cummiaion for its observance0 


