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SUMMONS. {7\j?'*^rf*Ls£^&^tt^-^-~ 

United States of America, 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

tu f fit$Maf of M dditd $nn$ of l i m a 
northern 

€0 /#e United States Marshal for the Indian territory, &mmmmi)istrict, 

G R E E T I N G : 

YOU ARE COMMANDED TO SUMMONS _._J l r ^^l T ^ur t&ln 

PTj,neix«lL._CM^X„_oX__t|ie_.CIiL_ Balaam 

on'bsliaXf "ef "said "nation 
to answer in twenty days after the service of this summons upon _ Mi^HRN... 

.aa__*&i<t.£rJLiigi£i&_-Chi*f-

a complaint in Equity filed against thii--CllO-aia»^arul--CiLicKl!Laair._-ri.atla!i-S. 

in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Territory, &t.fe.?&S*?£r^. 
Ij r /rf ats s a i d P r i n * C h i e f 

by^^t.7^^<v^?<^fefe«-and warn MEtk that upon «*_• failure.to answTer, trTfe 
on behalf o f aald nation the 

complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons (ftf*V!f&* 

rrrff^ty^drffe^T-- _in «tan t © r _ _ _ __ Tefm® STSaWC Wfflf* * 
and you a r e f u r t h a r eoromandad to n o t i i y aa id Oraan Wo Cur t a i n , F r i n c i * 

-pa l "tJhla1T""afo"rjra»Rid!jf that"tt&a~ f l l a a , ' pa r era" and~~prooa-3dinjga~in ""tfta"-

caaa of /3^ ^^T^^^t^-p^r f i l e rfo» z&6 In tha d i s t r i c t court 
for ill* . r ^ ^ g ^ Z / j " ,'-•*"'? Tot of ths Indina Ter r i to ry f hava 

.beon..t ran©TerreajEoj,1Kar.51'ootaw.and.C saw citi^oni^ij? court* afi4 
&Hai the a<MP*ifri©a*a nf #i« elajHfc «** • aaid aa«rt fof said /^£^£*U-*^<~_ 

:>rxalr -*- »rata* 
WITNESS the Honorable SPENCER B. ADAMS, Chief Judge, WALTER L. 

WEAVER and HENRY S. FOOTE, Associate Judges, and the Seal 

,T , . S o u t h ?v ? oAloa tor t 2 . T . t -i 
thereof, a t , I *_•___*• , aforesaid, 

this.-Ze^.„...T......^dav of.-.?**?* A. D. 190* 

x \ 

"/> - \ 
&**?^^ —> 

Clerk. 

By „_, Deputy. 
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REPORT OP PRESENT STATUS OP B. P. THCKPSOH CASE. 

Applicant states that he is a white man and was married 

in 1888 according to the Choctaw Law to Nannie Womack, a Choc

taw by blood; that the ceremony was performed by N. V. Krebs, 

County Judge of Skullyville County; that there was born to ap

plicant and his wife two children, who are enrolled and who drew 

their share of the "Leased District Money" in 1893. 

That subsequently applicant was divorced from his Choctaw 

wife and married a white woman. 

% 

The applicant was iM»bmi4ted by the Commission and the 

Court. 

In the previous trials of this case, the Nations admitted 

that applicants' first wife was an Indian woman by blood, and 

that he was married to her in accordance with the Choctaw Law; 

and the evidence shows those facts to be true. 

The Nations, however, have contended that applicant by 

his subsequent marriage to a white woman has "married out". 

The only record we have as to who'-caused the separation be< 

tween these parties is found in the evidence of B. P. Thompson 

before the Citizenship Court, and a letter in our files from 

Nannie Thompson, his first wife. 

Thompson says that he always treated her well; that she 

left him, sued for a divorce and obtained it: Does not know 

grounds for divorce she alleged; was not served with notice of 

the proceedings. 

His erstwhile wife in her letter does not state what her 

grounds for divorce were. She says, however, that she sued 

for the divorce and obtained it; and was appointed guardian of 



-2-

the children; that he took the children away from her "by force 

and srill has them, though her guardianship is recognized "by 

all the courts. 

Ker testimony should he taken before the Court. 



SUMMONS. 

United States of America, 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court. 

Ufn list 
to the United States Jtlarsfya] for the Indian territory,Ui>i^h&mPtstrict, 

G R E E T I N G : 

YOU ARE COMMANDED TO SUMMONS fA f 4; Wfti«l«g-

§ t t * i 4 > £ - - 4 i M » - - ^ i ( ^ a a « - « a £ 4 6 n -

to answer in twenty days after the service of this summons upon 

MM..fkimJF&&X---(lt--M&l&-JU&lL&tt 

a complaint in Equity filed against Ul^--CIU^OtAg--anQ--J2hlclCiia*ii--il^lcm^ 

f t J»Rl 

rt^J^^S^4^ in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, in the Indian Territory, 

b y ^ v J # . - ^ ? ^ ^ ? r * ^ * * « n d wafulga—_$|lai—- that upon - h i * failure to answer, <HHP 
on behalf of aaid nation tho 
complaint will be taken for confessed, and you will make return of the summons dtPfW 

»•»!• ln&t&Hter lWflTW f̂fiffrflWft. 
and. • A.r# furt- r manded to notify * . varnar 

X?,-^ <£u^-^^<<^<j£^ f i l e xo*.J..*6 in tho 7>latriet Court fa* 
W ^ ^ i Z ^ - • ivTW% ®t the ir, . itoiTi ronra WfWl «nmt3»* 

th ^hoctatf and ChSakfuiaw eltiaana&lp court, p i that tha 
'sartrflcV 
Matjrlot^ l i 

f''this""olar k~"af "ia 375 i"""T<*r'~aa-T$" 
_.: : .: , . 

- \ 

WITNESS the Honorable SPENCER B. ADAMS, Chief Judge, WALTER L. 

WEAVER and HENRY S. J^OOTE, Associate Judges, and the Seal 

thereof, at . . m%h_mMMML^l•___?• , aforesaid, 

day of Illftrifc--.-.- , A. D. 190*. 

Clerk. 

By , Deputy. 
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Before the HonDawes Commiss ion Five C i v i l i z e d Tr ibes of Ind ians 

in t h e Ind i an T e r r i t o r y . 

Appl ica t ion f o r Enrollment 

B.F.Thompson 

V8 

The & octaw Nat ion, Responded! 

To The Dawes Commis si on: 

S i t t i n g at Vin i ta , I nd .Te r . 

Comes now your p e t i t oner B.F.Thompso n and a l l e g e s tiocfc and 

s a y s : 

That he is an interim r r l e t white c i t i z e n of the Choctaw 

n a t i o n and a r e s i d e n t t he reo f . That on the 11th day of March, 

1888 in the county of S k u l l y v i l l e Choctaw Nat ion , I . T . p e t i t i o n e r 

was l e g a l l y and l awfu l ly ras r r i e d to Nannie woraach a Choctaw 

Ind ian woman by blood who i s duly e n r o l l e d on the a u t h e n t i c a t e d 

r o l l s of the Choctaw Nat ion , and recognized bu the a u t h o r i t i e s 

t h e r e o f . That t h e ceremony of s a i d mar r i age was pe ^formed 

By N.F.Krebbs County Judge of S k u l t y v i l l e , County who i s now dead. 

And that to the s a id F e r r i a g e t he r e were bfrrn two c h i l d r e n , v i z . 

Minnie and Bessie vfco i s now e n r o l l e d on the a u t h e n t i c a t e d r o l l s 

and drew h t h e i r p a r t of t h e l e a se d1s t r i c t money in 1893. Since 

tha t I was d ivorced from my Choctaw wife according t o the 

said Choctaw laws and marr ied a whi te c i t i z e n of the TTnit ed S t a t e s 

I do and always s ince my sa id s e p a r a t i o n from my Choctaw -! >,: 

wife l i v e d under t h e Choctaw laws and subject to the act ions of 

t h e i r G-ovenment. I be, ve alv/aje pa, id my i>ermits as o t h e r 

c i t i z e n s according to t h e i r T r i b a l l aws . I have my two c h i l d r e n 

above named now en ro l l ed on s a i d a u t h e n t i c a t e d r o l l s of the 

ft octaw Nation in my charge and educating them in he Choc taw 

neighborhood s c h o o l s . 



Wherefore p e t i t i o n e r asks that hisDoroajiRxx he and the above 
named g i r l c h i l d r e n be e n r o l l e d c i t i z e n s of the Choctaw Nation with 

a l l t h e r i g h t s p r i v i l e g e s and immunities granted given and quaran t -

ecd to a Choctaw Indian Ty blood* 
R e s p e c t f u l l y , 

B.P.Thompson, 

I copy of the fo rego ing t o g e t h e r with tha t of a f f i d a v i t s of here 

enc losed has t h i s day been f or varded by me to the Hon. Jefferso n 

Gardner P r i n c i p a l Chief of the Oboe taw Nation addressed 

to h i s r epu ted pos tof f jc e . 

B.F.Thompson 

Su s c r i b e d and sworn t o be fore me thus t h e 2^th day of August,1896 

B.B.Woodward, 

Notary Pub l i c 

(SEAL) 

m0^ * 



REGISTRY RKCEIPT 

Postoff jc e at Bokoshe, I.T. Registered letter No. 

PA reed ^ug.31,1896, of B#* JT hompson one letter addressed to 

Hon.Jefferson Gardner Eagletown, Thomas Rabon, P.M, 
J.H.Carte r Asst 

I , James Car te r ct) solemnly swear Uut on the 31st d(y of Aug 

1896, I saw a package r e g i s t e r e d at the pas to f f ice a t Bokosne, I . T . 

addressed to Hon.Jefferson Gardner P r inc ipa l Chae f of t he Choctaw 

n a t i o n , Ind.Ter That Reg i s t ry r e c e i p t No.24 rece ived from 

Pos tmas te r he re to a t t a ched is a receipt fo r sane package and of 

a f f i dav i t s of John ^ a y l o r , Wm.Hunt and James Taylor in support of 

same 

James Car ter 

Subscr ibed and sworn to before me t h i s the 31s t day of Aug/r,1896. 

B.B.Woodwar£,dNotary Publ* 

Hon.Commissi on ,? ive C i v i l i z e d T r i b e s . 

We, the unders igned , John Baylor , William Hunt and 

james Taylor being of lawful age and be ing d1 ly sworn do hereby 

s t a t e t h a t we are wel l acquainted wi th B."?.Thompson of Bokop.he 

S k u l l y v i l l e County C K and t h a t we a re c i t i z e n s of the Ind ian 

T e r r i ory by blood; and know B.F.Thompson your p e t i t i o n e r s i nce 

h i s mprr iage to Nannie Womaek h i s former wife ; he the sa id B.? .T 

hompson has always been regarded as such i n t e r m a r r i e d c i t i z e n and 

has always enjoyed r i g h t s of such s ince said m a r r i a g e . Hence 

s a i d p e t i t i o n e r s pray tha\ he and h i s two c h i l d r e n be recognized 

and accepted c i t i z e n s of the Indian Tr ibe of s a i d Choctaw Nat ion . 

n*gpm%t ully , 
Jaries Taylor 

Wn^hiSmX Mark Hunt 
Subscr ibed and sworn to before r* t h i s the*T°hnT-iylor 
28th day of Aug.,1896, B.B0Woodward. Notary Publ ic (SEAL) 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES*? 

P o r t Smi th , A r k . D e c . 2 , 1 8 9 6 . 

276 

B . F . Thompson et al , 

. 9 

Choctaw frtt i o n . 

^ i l e d S e p t . 4 , 1 8 9 6 , Answer f i l e d 

A p p l i c a t i o n of B.F.Thompson an 

i n t e r m a r r i e d c i t i z e n and Minn ie and 

Bessfe Thompson h i s c h i l d r e n c i t i 

z e n s by "blood, g r a n t e d 

Bokoshe , I T • 

I , H.M.Jacoway, &r, S e c r e t a r y do h e r e b y c e r t i f y thffc t he 

above and f o r e g o i n g i s a %PHt and c o r r e c t copy of (h octaw Record 

C pa<3? £46 o f t h e Commission t o t h e F i v e C i v i l i z e d T r i b e s . 

Given lender my hand and o f f i c i a l s i g n a t u r e t h i s t h e 

l l d y of Feby 1897 

H.M.Jaooway, J r . , 

Secre tary" 

By Henry S t r o u p . 

? 



In the United St a t es Court f o r t he C e n t r a l D i s t r i c t of the 

Indian T e r r i t o r y a t South. McAlester , Indian Te*~. 

"B.̂ . Thompson, 
Plaintiff and appell* 

ys ANSWER 

The <h octaw N* ion 
Defendant and a p p e l l a n t 

Comes B.P.Thompson the above named p l a i n t i f f and a p p e l l e e , 

and ^or answer to the p e t i t i o n <tef t he defendant and appe l l an t , 

t he fh oct© w Na t ion , says : 

That he a d n i t s that h e r e t o f o r e on t h e _ _ 

day of t 1896, appe l l ee p resen ted h i s a p p l i c a t i o n t o the 

Dawes Commissi on t o he a d n i t t e d as a c i t i z e n of the Choctaw 

Nat ion and that t h e r e * -e r on the _____ day of Deoenibe r,1896 

s a i d commission ty i t s o rder admit ted s a i d appe l l ee 

But t h e said Appellee denies that by h i s second m t r i a g e 

as a l l eged in Appellant f s p e t i t i o n f o r appea l , appe l lee f o r f e i t e d 

h i s r i g h t s as a Choctaw c i t i z e n . Appellee denies that the Dawes 

Commission e r r e d in ho ld ing tha t such i r - r iage d id not fo r fe i t 

a l l r i g h t s of a p p e l l e e 

And the s a i d Appe 11 ee fu r t he r asnwe^ing, s a y s : That upon 

the 11 day of March 1888, he lawful ly marr ied in accordance w i th 

'.he laws of t h e Unit ed S t a t e s and of the Choctaw Nat ion , one Nannie 

Woraack* That t h e sa id Nannie womac k was a Choctaw Indian Ty hi ood 

and a recognized c i t i z e n of the Oa octaw Nft ion. That he continued 

to l i v e w i th he r as he1" hushand for a pe r iod of eight, y e a r s . That 

dur ing t h a t time jacxkK7rxfeflx*^H±pcxxx they ha. d horn t o them in law

fu l wedlock, two c h i l d r e n . That in t h e y e a r 18 , t h e 

a p : e l l e e * s s a i d wife without fa; I t of t h e s a id a p p e l l e e , procured a 

d ivorce f>"om appe l l ee 



That appellee at, the time of and since the marriage 

aforesaid did and has continuously resided in the Choctaw nation 

and has always since the marriage aforesaid, exe rc isedthe 

r igh ts of a Choc taw c i t izen and. has been so recognized by the 

au thor i t i e s and the c i t i zens of the Choctaw .Nation. 

iQr v i r t u e of Ar t ic le 38 of the Treaty between the TJnited 

States and the (hoc taw "Nation, proclaimed and r a t i f i e d <Tu!y 10 

1866, the said appellee claims that he is a Choctaw Indian ly 

intermarriage and is e n t i t l e d to a l l the ^ig&ts pr ivi leges and bene 

f i t s of Choctaw c i t i zensh ip . That the said Treaty has neve1- been 

repealed, abrogated or set aside but i s s t i l l in force 

Wherefore, the said appellee prays thri the appeal 

of the appellant may be dismissed and he, the said appellee, be 

adjudged to be en t i t l ed t) the r igh ts of Choc taw c i t izenship 

and that bu the order of t h i s court, h is name shal led be placed 

in the ro l l s of c i t i zensh ip of the Choctaw Natien. 

Clayton & Brizzolara 

Attorneys for Appellee 

__ __ being duly 

sworn upon h is oath s t a t e s tiial Ihe nrnttem am things set forth 

in the above and. foregoing ans er are trite as n« ve r i ly be l l e •#• 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of March ,1897. 

7 



IN THE UNITED STATES COURT FOR THE CENTRA!. DI8TRXG1 OP THE 

INDIAN TURRIT >RY AT SOUTH MCAT.ESTER 

B e f o r e Hon.Wm.M.Springer 

B.P.Thompson p l a i n t i f f 

Vey~s\M No.236 

The Choctaw N a t i o n 
Defendan t 

Appeal from t h e Unit ed S t a t e s 
Commission to t h e P i v e C i v i l i z e d 
T r i b e s t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s oCour t 
f o r t h e C e n t r a l Die t r i c t of the 
I n d i a n T e r r i t o r y a t South Mc Ales t a r 

STATEMENT AND OPIHION. 

6-

SPRINGS, JUDGE: 

Hon.Wm.H.H.Clayton, Judge of the Cent ra l 

D i s t r i c t be ing d i s q u a l i f i e d from a c t i n g in t h i s case , has requested 

me to consi i e r and pass upon the saaj. 

The Complainant, B.P.Thompson, and h i s c h i l d r e n were 

a d n i t t e d to c i t i z e n s h i p by the said Commission and s a i d n a t i o n , 

has appealed t h e case to t h i s c o u r t . The claimant bases his 

r i g h t t o c i t i z e n sh ip in the Choctaw Nation upon the f a c t that upon 

the 11th day of Ma^ch,1888, he was i m r r i e d t o Nannie Womack, a c i t i 

zen of t h e Choctaw Nat ion . At the t ime of and p r i o r to sa id marriage 

the complainant Thompson was a c i t i z e n of t h e Unit ed S t a t e s . 

1% -is -o one eded-that- - the -ma^r iage-e f -e la imant -Ihem*>8an-te-Nannie- •-

Womao]s-^»*ix4itMtjKdxki»xax«i-6±z*Hx-x-x- Subsequent to said n a r r i a g e 

the complainant ob ta ined a d ivorce from h i s s a i d wife ftannje 

Womack, and t h e r e a f t e r be was again mrr ied to a c i t i z e n of t h e 

United S t a t e s , i t is conceded toat the marriage of claimant Thomp9 

son to Nannie Womack c o n s t i t u t e d him a c i t i z e n of the (b oc ta w Nation 

The con ten t ion of the Choctaw Nation is that h i s remarriage to a c i t 

iz en of the United S t a t e s , and that s a i d mar r i age nm de of him a c i t i 

zm of the Unit ed S ta t e s , and that t h e r e a f t e r he xeased t> be a c i t i 
zm of t i» Choctaw ,Tst i o n . The United S t a t e s Commission to the 

•ciye C i v i l i z e d Tr ibes he ld thst the second marriage did not 



forfeit Thompsons r ights to c i t i zensh ip theretofore acquired 

by h i s preri ous FE ^ r i i ge . The Choc taw jTat ion doesnot appe al 

from the decision of the United States Commissi on admitting Minnie 

and Bessie Thompson, the children of B. .If. Thompson to c i t i z en 

ship by blood of the (h <£ taw nat ion. They are therefore to be con

sidered as c i t i zens of the nat ion "by reason of the deoisi on of the 

IJh.it ed States Commis sion. The appeal only involves the claim of 

B.^.Thompson to c i t i z ensh ip . 

I t has been uniformly held in c i t i zensh ip cases 

in the Choctaw TTation that a subsequent m ^ i a g e of an inter

married c i t i zen of the Choctaw nat ion "to a c i t i z e n of the United 

States does not fo r fe i t h i s riglit to c i t i zensh ip . 

fhe decision of the United States Commission admittiig 

B.?.Thompson to c i t i zenship in the Ch oc taw nai ion, i s , therefore, 

affirmed and his appl icat ion to be enrolled as a citizen of the 

Ch oc taw *Tat ion i s grante d. 

June 13th,1898, 

f 

http://IJh.it


B.P.Thompson, 

vs, No. 236, Decree, Central District, June 14, 1898. 

Choctaw Nation., 

On this 14 fly of £une, 1898, the same being one of the days of 

the regular, May,,1898, term of this court, this cause came on for ti 

before the Honorable Wm.M.Springer, Judge of the Northern district of 

the Indian Territory, presiding, for the reamn that the Honorable WD 

H.H.Ulaytojjt, Juuge of the Central District of the Indian Territory 

is disqualified herein; xxocxxacxJCKX and the court having heretofore 

heard the evidence and the argument of counsel herein and being well 

and sufficiently advised in the premises, doth find that the claimant 

herein, B.P.Thompson, is a citizen of the Coctaw Nation and is entitle 

to be enrolled as suiih. 

It is therefore,by the court considered,ordered and decreed that 

the judgment of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, in this 

cause be and the same is hereby affirmed, and that the defendant, the 

Choctaw Nation, recognixe said claimant as a citizen of said Nation 

and a member of said ?ribe of Indians, in all respects; and that 

the Commission to; the Five Civilized Tribes place the name of said B. 

F.Thompson upon the rolls as a mamber of said Choctaw Nation and Tribe 

of Indians and that the claimant, B.F.Thompson, have md recover of 

and from the Choctaw Nation all its costs herein laid out and expended 

for which let execution issue. 

/d 
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South Me A "o.;ar, Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , March ?,4. 1?'" . 

" r s , • TheerpBenfj 

I n d i a n o l a , Indian T e r r i t o r y , 

iDear ICadi U 

are i n r e o e l p of your l e t t e r or f*aroh 2£nd 

r e f e r r i n g to your con t roversy w i t h your hu.-hr •><-> and the 

guard iansh ip and custody of j o u r c h i l d r e n . 

I f the Chootaw Court haa appoin ted yon guard ian of 

the ch i ld ren the Ceraraieaion to the Five C i v i l i s e d Tr ibe a w i l l 

no doubt r ecogn ize your guard iansh ip in the a l l o t m e n t s of 

the c h i l d r e n ; and w i l l permi t you to s e l e c t and manage the 

sa^.e. When 7011 apply to the Land Office for the a l lo tment* 

of you r se l f and c h i l d r e n i t would he w e l l to have tf ; ou 

a c e r t i f i e d copy of the order of the Court appo in t ing you 

as the guardian of the ch i ld ren* 

V/e d.O nOt. l e a r n f r o r i -bl»o p ^ » * f . r t i i i t « « * «* , . 4 ^ « | 4 „ 

your lot Lor just the nature Of the suit pending against you 

In the United States Court at Antlers. 

If there is a su:i t pending ill that Court we shall 

be pleased to represent you if you care to have us do so. 

Upon receipt of this letter, if you wish us to 

represent you, please write us a full statement of all the 

f«et« and circunstances attending the case and What it in

volves; and whether or not %>u have been served with a Bum-
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SOUth IlcAlcotor, Imaon T c r r l ^ C " , I'^cix 50, 

Sh* (femmlsfll^ tn tfti M^l O i v i l i ^ d b r ibes , 

Huskogoe, Indian Toir i toryi 

Bear Sirtfl I 
t 

t ,-ou advise us if Minnie 

on. XI DO 

o:Ui^enc 

...; 1 S « UB Ol 

t h e i r sUatia as shovm "by your records. 

Please also advise us , a£ M *i by /o— 

r e c o r d the nme of & SftadA- Vt « « * » * * « » 1 * 

Bhip, and if no her s t a t e s . 
Very respect , 

Ictated* 

'"•• i • irttfiini 



c. R. BRECKINRIDGE, 
W. E. STANLEY. 

ALLISON L. AYLESWORTH. 
SECRETARY. 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. Choctaw Z%JO 

ADDRESS ONLY THE 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES Muskogee, Indian Territory, April 4, 1903, 

Mansfield, McFurray & Cornish, 

South McAlester, Indian territory, 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of MarOh 30, 

asking the status of Minnie and Bessie Thompson, the name of their 

mother, if she is living, if she is an applicant for citizenship, 

and if so, her status. 

In reply to your letter you are advised that it appears 

from our records that Nannie Crowley, fifty years old, of Skullyville 

County, and her daughters, Minnie Thompson, aged thirteen and Bessie 

Thompson, aged ten years, have been enrolled by this Commission as 

citizens by blood of the Choctaw Nation and on January 17, 1903, 

their enrollment was approved by the Secretary of the Interior, 

Respectfully, 

f.l/LxLl 
Commissioner in Charge. 



-uqistu i©LX, ' ybi. 

South ...cAienter, Indian Territory, January &0f 1904* 

'. T. J . Sexton, 

Potaatt* Indian Territory. 

mff jjour jin ^mmmmmmmmmmmmmm • .mm• mww 

We wiah cer t i f ied copiea of the pet i t ion for divorce and 

decree of divorce in the case of Nannie Thtmpsim va* b. F. Thompson* 

which was t r ied and disposed of by the Circuit Oourt in 1896t 1896 

or lcb)7, or thereabout, 

please make up these cert i f ied copies and forwarc to ua 

with your b i l l ana v,e shall be pleased to remit* 

You will understand that we not only want the decree of 

divorce but the pet i t ion f:.,r divorce ana any other papers which you 

may have relat ive ho the ease. We wieh to ohov/ by these records, 

a t a l l ..events, tno grounds of Uivorce wncn were alleged and upon 

i A efa the court passed. 

Trusting this matter laay have your very early attention* 

we are 

Very sincerely yours t 



South McAlester, Indian Territory, January oO, 1004. 

Mrs. Nannie Thompson (or Crowley) , 

•*<m*m 

r I adam: 

Lo3o a BiiBpoeria for your abearance boforo 

the Choctaw arid Chickaaaw Citizen i ' -curt in the citizenship case 

of . . Thompson vs< Choctaw and Chickasav? Nations. 

Y.ro underst , a man was your husband and that 

there was a separations , *o take your te&tiniony bofore 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court in opposition to his 

claim for enrollment, 

Please come to South kcAlester at once, upoii receipt of 

th i s subpoena? and your testimony will bo taken hnnediatoly after 

your arr ival here. Your fees i$s will be paid By ono 

Ghoctaw and Ohickas; itiona, a t our office. 

If ours very truly, 

Inc. 



South -"cAlester, Indian Ter r i to ry , January 27, 1CJ04» 

Hrs. TTannie Thompson, 

Tndianola, Indian Ter r i to ry . 

Bear Madam* 

We herewith inclose a subpoena for your appearance before 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court as a witness on Tuesday, 

February 2, 1904* This is in the matterof the appl icat ion of 

your former husband, B. ? . Thompson, for c i t i zensh ip ; and i t is nec

essary to take yoiT testimony in order that the court may be informed 

of the facts r e l a t i v e to yonr marriage and separat ion. 

We wish not only to take your testimony on behalf of the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw TTatlon s, but a lso the testimony of any ether 

person who ha? a knowledge of the fac ts of h i s treatment of you when 

you separated. Come to South TcAlester at the time mentioned and 

bring with you some other person, if icss ible ,who has a knowledge 

of the facts referred to . 

Your expenses and witness fees wi l l be paid at our office" 

by the Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions; and also the expenses and 

witness fees of any other jj$j$*ftess you may bring with you wi l l also 

be paid. 

Please be present at the time and place mentioned, without 

I 8.11« 

Yours very t ru ly , 

Inc. 



Dear Sir : - Yours of the 1st ins. forwared to me from Poteau,I.T. In 

reply beg to advise that I as not Circuit Clerk of the Circuit Court at 

this time having resigned my position in favor of Albert P.Harrison of 

TamahaJ.T. last August. The records of the Office wil l , I hope give you 

the desired information. gxcuse the delay as I was away from home 

just returning to day. 

Yours very respectfully, 

QJ ' 

,!*»»,*«»>»'•>' •*-.-• 

CSVL 



South KoAleeter, I, T., fefc. 6, 1904 

Mr. Albert P. Harrison, 

Tamaha, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir,-

We wish certified copies of the petition for divorce and 

decree of divorce in the case of Uannie Thompson vs B« P. "hompson, 

which sas "brought and disposed of by the Circ.iit Court in 1595, 1896 or 

1897 or thereabouts. We alno wish copies of any other papers in the 

way of evidence or otherwise that will throw light upon the ground! 

for divorce, the facts alleged or otherwise* 

Please make up these certified, copies and forward to us at an 

early date, together with your bill, and we shall be pleasedto remit• 

Trusting that this Batter will have your early attention, we 

ar* 

Yours truly, 

t 
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-OFFICE OF-

^1. P. HAIililSON, Circuit Clerk, 
Mosholatubbte District 

Choctaw Nation. 

/us ^ / 
^&?4/ ^ / ^ y 

-$ z^t^t^A" c^^-^^ozy-^<^t^>/^ 



-OFFICE OF-

®aa..®'®as © & a & ^ 
A. I*. HAIlHISOjSr. Circuit Clerk, 

Mosholatubbte District 
Choctaw Nation. 



-OFFICE OF-

B a a © ® a s © & a & s 
,1. /*. IIAII It IS ON, Circuit Clerk, 

Mosholatnbbi e District 
Choclaiv Nation. 
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SUBPCENA. 

% 

gbectaw ana Chickasaw Citizenship Court, 
INDIAN TERRITORY, 

..-^vXCL£__l^^^ 

Cbe President of tbe United States of America, 
To *JL*XiiJ^±A^^l 2Ek«J!a»sAdLftaw.^^ 

k^jl^rf^^-^.-l^.J^v. A^Jb^^JU^-^ j ... 

, Greeting : 

U)C COtnftlcltid yOUf that all and singular business and excuses being laid aside, you, and each of you, 

appear and attend before the Judges of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court in the Indian Territory, 

!±*?^y+~*J^-^^ at a Court to'be held at its Court Room, MrL.Aft.v W^LLLAJ*^ _^ 

, in the Indian Territory, on t h e — - Q ' - ^ - ^ - — . day o f . - i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ v ^ - ^ , 390-4-, 

at-A-O-jL o'clock-ft^-c_m., to testify and give evidence in a certain cause pending in said Court, then and there 

to be tried, between .^^.L^iyc^Q^^^^fi.6^^^ Plaintiff, and -_-AflJv*#-eA-aX*ST-__.*TT 

MJLL^^O^o^^J^ , Defendant, on the part of iXu A A ^ L U < U & A « Z J E | L «g 

And this you, or any of you, are not to omit, upon the penalty upon you, and every one of you, of two 

hundred and fifty dollars. 

Witness, the Honorable SPENCER B. ADAMS, Chief Judge, WALTER L. WEAVER 

and HENRY S. FOOTE, Associate Judges of said Court, and the Seal thereof, 

at JpJb-L±2k^bluJ**^-., Indian Territory, this.„__>. 

day o f - - H * - ^ J k - ^ * - ^ , A. D. 190-^ < 

v >. Janes B. Cassada 

By ,^.j3^../..Q£jllCtijDeputy 
-Tj hr—i/l Clerk. 



MARSHAL'S RETURN. 

I received this Suhpwna at o'clock M. on the day of 

, 190—-, and served the same by reading it in the presence and hearing of 

at o'clock M- on the day of , 190 , at 

at o'clock M. on the day of , 190 , at 

at o'clock M. on the day of , 190 , at 

at o'clock M. on the day of , 190 , at 

FEES. 

Services, $ 

miles, at 6 cents per mile, $ 

Total, - - # 

U. S. Marshal. 

By , Deputy. 
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^^mmmmKmKHKKKm*mmmmmmmmm**, 

. >^M«IWMMIIIIMMMHMMIHIHH^^ 

Cornish: 

In v/hat case are you o f fe r ing t h i s ? 

Brewer: 

In the case of B« P. Thompson, e t a l , v s . Choctaw n d Chickasaw 

TTations, and which has a l r eady "been t r i ed . 
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A*~»Y68 six* 

Mr. Cornish; 

The Choctaw m& Chiokmm Nations object to the introduction 

of any tesilmqp ni;owi;i.̂  ©r tending to show, any reco -

ration by the tribal Authorities, or in1ividuols of the 

Choctaw Nation, the contention of the •tiHeeei being that 

in or&or to be admitted by this Court i t is neoesenry for 

applicant **or atfndssion by xasrriags to show, First, That 

the citizen by bl -oi throur}-; rfaox they claim 1B a eitisen 

by blood and hee been iuly enrolled mA the only evidence 

in a certificate twm the 5&wes Cowission and Secondly, 

at he w $ married seoordtag to tfet Tribal Laws, nrf any 

evidence net oenfenAng to these retjuirniants i s inooa-petent 

I should not be considered. 

Mr, Brewr resumes: 

.— 'xv leng did you live with your wife? 

A.—Seven years* 

•—You *\re not Itttftg with her at this timet 

A,— fe n i r \ 

.—I will ask you, while living villi her theee seven yenrs, 

mid having (Ml children bom to you, if you treated her 

rlgA end observed your marital vowa mi in nil respects 

conducted youmelf towards her as a h sbmd should con ^uct 

himself tisurils hie w,fe? 

I .—Yes sir* 

Q#—-Did yon leave her or she leave you? 

A*~~ilie f i ret t L e w© separated **e lived op on the h i l l s , 

about 11'.titleg fro::, the bottom**. I ept in debt about $1< 

I i told her I i*>ull net sake my icon improvements 
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B. P . Thompson e s s e , 
9«tortt*ry 1, 1904. 

JUDF, mnAvra: 
umber t««nty-e gh t , e tnt ta tWd upon reques t of a t to rneys 

fo r the Nations u n t i l fh i i A a t , 
Cornish: 

If it, a case where the c la imant i s Iff a p p l i c a n t by 
lnt«nftftrrleg*« The l*tl<MM lllftgtjri a 3opera t ion , -and wish 
to t&k:© Uie tes t imony 0^ the Ini. l t n wQMil who was the wife 
of t h i s Han. VI >^d suirsrons served upon h e r , bu t she had a 
s u i t a t Kufaula upon the date t h a t the case was s e t . She 
went to Atoka and we followed he1- up there and l e a r n e t tha t 
she had gone to Irmfiy, mr> M soon as she a r r i v e s h r t e s t i 
mony w i l l be taken «nd the esse submitted 



B . F . Thompson, 

v s . YO. 3 # . 

Choctaw and cbickasaw * ja t ions / 

Horton & Brewer At to rneys f o r P l a i n t i f f © 

Mansfield, Hi Murray & Cor ; ish f o r Defendants . 

P r e s e n t and p r e s i d i n g the Honorables Spencer B. Adams, 
Chief Judge and y^a'ter L* V l t f i r and nenry S. 9 * 0 t t , Asso
c i a t e j u d g e s . 

"P'BRUAHY 4, 1904. This day t h i s cause coming on to 
fee haard , bot : P l a i n t i f f s and de fendan t s being represen ted 
b y Counsel and bo th having announced ready for t r i a l , the 
fo l lowing proceedings were had, t o - w i t : 

XAM2B CBAWIiEY, being c a l l e d as w i t n e s s 
on beha l f of the 7 ) e f e n d n t s , t e s t i f i e d as f o l ows: 

BTRBCT KJVnUTIQV* 

Kr. Cornish: 

0 . - - s t a t e your f u l l name*3 A.--wannie Crawley. 
p.—fet*r* do you lihe*> A. — At l«e , Chickasaw Nation. 
r .—what i s your c i t i z e n s h i p ' 5 A.--Choctaw Indian by b lood . 
o.—You were a t one time marr ied to B. ? . Thor.-pson? A, - -

Y«S s i r. 
0.—Then did you marry him*> A.- -11th day of March, e i g h t y -

e i g h t . 
0.--How long d i d you l i v e to sather as husband and wife? ' « - -
' . — About s ix yea rd . 
Q.--T)id a s e p a r a t i o n occur^ A,—Yes s i r . 
Q . - -P lease s t a t e to the c o u r t the c i r c u s tances of tha t 

s e p e r a t i o n , what occurred tha t brought i about? A.~-
I guess he got t i r e d of l i v i n g wi th me. 

Mr. Brewer: 

T t h ink the record evidence would be the b e s t proof 
of i t . 

Mr. Cornish: 

We have app ied to pro cure a c e r t i f i e d copy of the 
divorce), and t h a t w i l l be in t roduced as evidence 

on the p a r t of the Choctaw and Chickasaw n a t i o n s . Our 
unders tanding i s t ha t ^her^ was a vo lun ta ry abandonment 

and we want to see what the f a c t s would b e . That i s 
a p o i n t upon h i c h the records of the Ch ctaw Court would 
be b l a n k . As to whether h i s con&mct was proper o r 

improper, nd as to whether he abandoned t h i s w man. 

F r . Brewer: 

That might p o s s i b l e be c o r r e c t , s t i l l to go on in t h i s 
way we would very much p r e f e r to have lrr. 'Hiompson h e r e . 

JT.7TOT: ADAMS: 



J U W ADAMS: 

Was you asking about the s e p e r a t i o n . 

Mr. Cornieh: 

Yes s i r . His s ta tement with referenda to tha 
"act of the s e p e r a t i o n ar« in the r eco rd . 

Mr, Brwer: 

My info m a t ion i s t h a t thase people separated and 
t h a t she app l ied fo r a d i v o r c e . The record d i s c l o s e s -hat 

f a c t . T thought p o s s i b l y tha t made some w r i t t e n agree
ment concerning the p r o p e r t y . I have a copy af the 
divorce h e r e . 

jinrrF ADAMS: 

Lets see what she says. 

Mr, Cornish: 
Q.--,sghen did the s e p a r a t i o n occur0 A.--Occurred in 

n i n e t y - f o u r . 
0.--Wh.at was the cause of the s e p a r a t i o n , what ware the 

f a c t s 0 A , - -T t seemed tha t he got t i r e d of s t ay ing a t 
home and want to dances and spo r t ed -about wi th o the r 
women, u n t i l T ga t t i r e d of i t . I ask him to s t ay a t 
home and he said he would n o t . Said tha t he h ad h i s 

r i g k t and t h a t was a l l he cared f o r , T begged him to 
s tay at home and l i v e l i k e a man. 

Mr. Mansf ie ld: 

Q,.--You say he was running around wi th o the r women0 A.--
Yes s i r . 

•' .—Do v ou know t h a t to b® a f l i t f A. — ¥o answer. 
Q . - ' ^ i d he eve r admit to you tha t h • had be«n running 

around wi th o th^r women0 A. . 
Q..--0.—Yuu say tha t he t o l d you, whvn you t a lked to him 

about i t , he to ld you t h a t he had h i s r i g h t and 
d i d n ' t c a r e 0 A.—Yas s i r . 

Q,, — And those were the ±xx c i rcuns tances under which he 
l e f t you0 A.—Yes s i r . I have t e e n told t h a t ha 

app l ied for a d ivorce said could^n*t ga t i t and wanted 
me to g e t a divorce*. 

Mr. Cornish : 

Q.--You go t the d i v o r c e 0 A.—Yes s i r . 
Qm—Court dee r you the custody of the c h i l d r e n ? A.— 

Yes s i r . 
Q.—feftt c h i l d r e n did you have0 A.--Minnie and Bes s i e . 
Q.--How long did thase ch i ld ren remain in your custody 

a f t e r the decree of d ivo rce 0 A.—^ept them u n t i l the 
next March. 

Q*--Then what occurred 0 A.--Thompson took they away from 
ma. 



Q,.--What s ta tement did 1M make to you about it*5 

l e t the o l d e s t on 
go to Court and he 

Q . - - - h a t did he say? 
th^m he ould k i l l 

s t a y wi th him 
come and took 
A . - -Sa id t h a t 
them. 

A 
and 

- -Sa id 
I had to a few days, 

t h e baby. 
if anybody c«m« to ge t 

s i r. 

remarried? 

d ivorce? 

0 , - - ? h a t i s what he a id to yoUf A.—Y«ss 
Q,.--H&s he sine® remarried? A.—Yea s i r . 
Q.--How long a f t e r your d ivorce was i t t h a t ha 
A.--Divorced in May and he married in J u l y . . 
^ . - - K a r r i e d something l i k e two months a f t e r the 
A.--Yes s i r . 
0 . - - w h i l e he was your husband, I o you know whether h«s had 

improper r e l a t i o n s wi th a woman? A. — Talked about him 
going t h e r e . 

Q.--Who was she? A.--Glib r a t h . 

Mr. B re war. 

o 

- - v o u r name i s vrannie Crawley? A - - v « s s i r . 
--What was your ?Taid*n name? A.-^FCFarlan, 
--who did you f i r s t marry? A . - - B i l l womack. 
--Who did you nex t marry0 A.—B. F« Thompson. 
--And you go t a d icvorce from foim in Fay? A. — Yes i r . 
--Who did you marry next? A.—Fichols . 
--T-Tow long a f t e r g a t t l a g t h a t d ivorce? A. — Three y e a r s . 
--Who did jrau marry next? '.--Hamad Crawlay. 
--Where i s he? A.—Colorado. 
— After your d ivo rce from Thompson, you marr ied a man 

named Nichols? A.--Ves s i s . 
--wow long did you l i v e with him? A. — Wine months, 
—Hi a t became of frim** A.--Oklahoma C i t y . 
«p*i)hat separa ted you, why did you s e p a r a t e from him? 
--"Wanted to spend my p r o p e r t y . Thompson spent |lOOOO.00. 
— You ot the proper ty in the d cre«s? A. —Got my 

farm. 
- -L ived with Kichols and h$ 1 f t ? A.--Yea s i r . 
--Vow long a f t e r ycu sepe r a t e d f ro m Nichols was i t t h a t 

y u marr ied Crawley? A. — Three o r fou r y e a r s , 
— wh«n did you sepera te fro m Crawley? A. — I f o r g o t 
when i t was. 
-TTow long did you l i v e with Crawley" A.--C<ix months. 

—What bee ana of him? A.—Want to Colorado. 
--As n®ar as you can reaemb ;r what y : a r did you marry 

S i cho l s ? A.--T th ink i t was i n n i n e t y - s i x . 
- - I t wasen ' t thre : or four yea r s f3bx a f t e r you got your 
d i v o r c e when you marr ed? A.--Ho s i r . 

--You s t a t e d wh i l e ago t h a t i t was th re« ysa r s a f t e r you 
were divorced from Thompson t h a t you marr ied Nichols? 

— T thought i t was. 
--You only got your d ivorce from Thompson in n i n e t y - f i v e ? 
- -Yes s i r . 
--And vou l i v e d with if ichols about n ine months and he 

left?1" A.— Yes s i r , 
—ifhmn did you marry Joe Crawley? A . - - I d o n ' t know 

j u s t what yea r i t was, T have not looked over the rec
o r d s . 

—You o a n ' t keep up with your va r ious marr iages? A.— 
*ro s i r and t h e r e s t of my t r o u b l e s . 



Q.--Lived Crawley s i x o r t i g h t months and ht l e f t 0 A . - -
Would not do anything h u t garb le and dr ink whiskey. 

0.—Did h i run a f t e r women0 A.— I a o n ' t think he d i d . 
o . - - Tsen ' t i t i f a c t t h a t you drovs thea a l l off? A.— 

>To s i r , I gave them mon%?y to leave on. 
0,.—vou were w i l l i n g fo r thaw to go? A . - - I t r i e d to ge t 

r"h crops on to i t ay at home, T had c h i l d r e n hy him. 
Q.--Who was your lawyer0 A. — Simon Lewis. 
0 . --we i s hare i s e n ' t he*' A.--Yes s i r . 
Q,.--Mr. Thompson nwr got those c h i l d r e n from you u n t i l you 

marr ied a wor th less man** A.- -1 had enough to support 
the c h i l d r e n . 

Q.- -That i s the reason Jfr. Thompson gave , d i d n f t propose 
f o r yon to kesp the c h i l d ron with t h i s man you say was 
w o r t h l e s s " A.--Fa p a r t e d with h i s f i r s t wife and c h i l d -
ran , why d i d n ' t he ta© them. 

Q,.--You *at t h a t Hr« Thompson in tort months marr ied a i l b r e t h 
daughter ' ' A.--He was d ivorced in May and marr ied in Ju ly 

o , - - w a s e n , t i t J u l y of the next y=ar? A . - - I d o n ' t think 
i t was. 

o . - - w i l l you be p o s i t i v e sim—§0 s i r . 
C.--What was t h e name of t h i s Gilb r a t h ' g i r l s f a t h e r ? A.--

Jo sepg G i l b re t h . 
0 . - - Is th a t wh at th ey c a l 1 h im° A. - - v e • el r. 
0 . - - IH h& 1 I T lug down the re now • A . — I suppose he i s . 
0 . - - D o n ' t you know tha t I t la qu i t e a respectable family* 
A.--T suppose they a r e . 
0 . - - D o n ' t you know they s t end M a h i g h l y r e s p e c t a b l i 

family in t h a t country 0 • A.—wake C?ilbreth d i d . 
Q,.--You don ' t know as to the p a r t i c u l a r family Mr. Thompson 

amrried i n t o 0 A.— ̂ o Answer. 
P.--Where do you say vou l i v ^ ° A.--Two mi les of A t l e , . 
o..--Chickasaw >Tation° A. - - V es s i r . 
©.--"Been l i v i n g a t Tndianol&° ' . —v«s s i r . 
0 . - - ^ho did you Bay your f i r s t husband was** A.—^Tomack. 
6 .--What became of him0 A.--"Died. 
0 • - - And th en y o u m a r r ied B @n Thomps on0 J . - -Ye s t l r . 
0 . - - v o u are a Choc aw Ind ian 0 A.--Yes s i r . 
o.~-On the r o l l s 0 A.—vas i i r« 
(j>.--Have taken your a l l o tmen t 0 A.--Yes s i r . I wanted to 

t ake the a l lo tments f o r those c h i l d r e n , bu t they object 
ed to i t , I bought l and f o r them. 

P.—You learned t h a t they had t h e i r a l lo tmen t s? A.--He 
sa id he was going to jkkaxxxxx take l and about "kaafixxx 
Bokosho, land i s p r a i r i e rock. 

Mr. Cornish : 

P.--You say Thompson was marr ied before h i s marr iag to 
you? A.--Yes s i r . 

Q. - -^here d id m l i v e be fore he cane i n t o the coun t ry? A.— 
Kentucky. &x 

Q,.--Yave a wife said family in r@ntucky0 A.—Yes alr« 
Q,.--H*ani hate say so° A.-Yes s i r . 
©.--What kjocxx d id he say about thorn? A. — Left them. 
Q. —Say ha was d ivorced from he r? A.—Yes s i r . 
Q.—Where in Kentucky0 A.--About Bo i l ing Gra«n. 
o . - -Unders tand h i s former wife was l i v i n g a t the time he 

mar r i ed you? A.--*Te said t h a t he mar r ied and had two 
b o y s . 

0,.—Was the impression c r ea t ed t h a t he had l e f t h i s wife 
and ch i ld ren and o ana out h e r e 0 A.— Yes s i r he ba d bean 
out h e r e . 



0..—You heve any inf onnat ion sis to whether h i s wife was 
living** A.—rT--- had been out h a r e gaing an ye a r e . 

Mr. Br^wir . 

0 .—] | g t o l d you t h a t h#? had bean d ivorced 9 A.—Yes t i r f l 
o.—you never saw h i s e t h e r wife? A,—He s i r , 
0.?-~rrave no information about i t except what he to ld you? 
A. — Said t h a t he l e f t he r and tha t fee had two "boys of h i s . 

rami AT)AMP,: 

Q.—How many ch i ld ren did you have by Thompson? A. — t •<>. 
0.--How old ara they now9 A.--On® twelve and the o the r 

tan . 
Q.—Both s t a y with Thompson? A # - - V * B s i r , 
0.—"Rvar see them? A.--Ho ei|% Saw them a few times I Jnce 

I and him sepa ra t ed . 
0.--Made any e f for t to eea them9 A . - -Tr ied to s ee them 

when they want to Atoka, and T want up to t a l k to 
them and spokfc to "Bessie, and he motioned h i s hand f o r 
me to go away and t o l d lie te ge hack in the c a r and 

s i t down. 
0.. — A l l o t t i n t h e i r l ands? \. —Ho s i r 
Q.«-T-T*»d something to day about? A.—Yet s i r . 
0,.— Yen say be Abandoned them9 A.—?To s i r . 
0 , - v o u w«ra al j . on the t r a i n going te Atoka? A.—Yti s i r , 
%,— And he refused to allow you to speak to your mm c h i l d r e n ? 
A.--Yea a i r , 

Mr. Brewer: 

o.— HOW did jc i t happen you went iown t h e r e , l h a t d id you 
go f a t * A. — S^opeenaed mi and him zn& a l so brought the 

c h i l d r e n t h e r e l i k e t h i s . They thought the c h i l d r e n were 
old enough to say who would s e l e c t t h e i r a l l o tmen t s fo r 
them, and of course the c h i l d r e n had been wi th him and 
never allowed me to speak to then, and of course they would 
choose him. 

TUX?* fOOfls 

0.— I h e o you t r i ed to speak t o them the o t h e r day he would 
not l e t you? A.-->7o s i r . 

r r . Brewer: 

0,.—T)idnft vou spea t o them? A . - - I j u s t sa id h e l l o Bess ie 
and he t o l d me to go back and s i t down. 

%#~Do you know another person tha t was on the t r a i n ? A . - -
« « mm. 

^mmj e r e ( ud he g e t on the t r a i n " A.—(jrowder C i ty . 
0.—SBooixxxx Went on the same t r a i n ? A.— v e s s i r . 
p . — T)0 vou Mean to .say that ytu never ta lked tc the c h i l d r e n 

on t ha t t r i p 9 A.--Ho s i r , I never. 
Q.—rati the Commission say tha t he was the proper one to 
a l l o t t h e lands? A.--T d o n ' t l o iw , I j u s t genre in my 

a f f i d a v i t and he d id the same and the c h i l d r e n sa id 
t h a t they t h e i r papa to choose t h e i r l a n d . 

0. — How old did you aay they were? A. —Twleve or t h i r t e e n , 
Bess ie i s t en , going on e l even . 

JUWE ADAMS: 



"Nfo q u e s t i o n about these c h i l d r e n ? 

Mr. Cornish: 

No s i r . 
wi tness e x c u s e 1 . 

JITDGT; JDJIfi! 

His second wife i s not an app l i can t . 

Mr. Cornish: 
>To s i r . 

Mr. Broker: 

7 d e s i r e to o f f e r a c e r t i f i e d copy of divorce in the 
case of "Mannie Thompson aga ins t B. F . Thompson, rendered 

in the f i r s t j u d i c i a l d i s t r i c t Fay 17, 1895 and m have 
i t marked and i d e n t i f i e d . Farmed Exh ib i t "AA» 

Mr. Brewer: 

I w ant to ask tha t we be permi t ted to b r ing Mr. Thomp
son h e r e . We f e e l l i k e t h a t he ought to come on the 
wi tnes s s tand and make some s t a t e m e n t s . 

Mr. Cornish: 

Mr, Brwwer has introduced a c e r t i f i e d copy of nhe d i 
vo rce . VI have i p p l i e d for a c e r t i f i e d copy of such o t h e r 
proceedings had in t h a t c o u r t , and if we procure anything 
in a d d i t i o n v.re want to f i l e i t in the c a s e . 

JUDGE ADATS: 

we rould l i k e to hear what he has got to say, 

Mr. Mansf ie ld : 

Tt w i l l be e l l rlfffet. 



B4 F, Thompson, 

v s , 'Ho, S8« 

The Ghaotew nad Chlekasaw Hfct&Ptis, 

Kor ten fe**Brew*ri fctton*eya f i r P3 ';'^. 
Kanafiald, MoMurrej & 3ornlBh, for Defendant** 

Preaant in d pre elding the Konorablea 3penoer S, Idame, Chief 
Jtodge arid Yaltar L, Wearer end Henry 8« pootef teaoolete 
JUdgea, 

Fl HDA30T S3. 1*04, Thie d*J thia &euea cr-rJrur W ta 
be heeid, both Plaint iff Mid de ' tie being represented 
by Souneel, the following p eaaedlnga were hr«, to - - i t : 

B« ~~* OMPSOff. being o 
Wit«ees in h l i Own behalf teetif ied &E fOllOWBi 

•v • ocijrxri05« 
vr, Korten: 

o,#—Your nana i s B, ?« Thorn* a on*'' A#~-Yea sir , 
o»—,rou ere the applicant in thle ease? A.-*-'", S lr« 
ci.-«r:i •• yov go to Atoka a one week! ago to appear hefore the 

!5ewa« Cowmiseian there* A.—Tee s i r , T think i t waa 
i S38th of laal month, Ithei 27th e 88th, 

Q>#—D id A annla c rawley» ya u r f o rma r w if egdad own ah^fcxifowaoac 
at lie eeme timet A*—Tea s i r , 

l#«*3he teetified in thia oeee paoantly that en w#ra 
going down to Atoka, aha epeke to i r i s , f Buppeee 

Umia end Beaale, yotir children by her, md that yon 
made &a gir la go i ok and al t lowQi and weuld *•% 

allow har to talk to than, la -that sc^ A«~-*TO ^ir, i t 
la aet eo, 

-«--*?ee there any oeeurranoa of that kind at all* A*— 
sir* 

Q«*-Heve 7' u ever forbidden a 1thar i f theae ih n 
epeefe to he:*"*- A^^lfo s i r , 

%*«•*»* yon riven them any 1 net nwt lone in that r^-^rd4* ' 
A.--^O a i r , newer tald th a not - peak ta her, and newar 

did ferfcid har earning to eee tHaaa whan aha wanted to to 
my plane, never did % tartar did t o to ki j hat 
from talking to thej&j they aet nor at pianino, church 

and bi . . , wad thay talked tc har eame ea if they h -d 
bean living with hert never try to keep her from talking 

them* 
•:.~-0n Oil a part icular data dldehe speak to th< children 

or do you JmoW* I Aon* t knot ther aha die! or not, Jim 
B owe re and h i s •. - ghte . '' at l l t t l it% and 

the ether l i t t l e g i r l go on at Crowder c i ty gc on at 
Orowdar City tvd alkad b^o and she waa si t t ing on 

the r ght handd aide of the iale, and ^heae chii.iran 
re right bah ins her and Jiaeiy Bower• ?̂as oehind 

th^rs aad I wee behind llai and if aha aaid a ythlng to 
fchiaj T didaTt hear i t , von', &o»m lha iale of the 
train and aat about on« third of the way baek« 



Q#**Did ye* l i t that woy u n t i l you reach *d Atok** ,^— , ;es 
• i r • 

A,—Vh*n vou went to l**r* the t ra in at Atok* lid ye* N M 
in contact with her* A,«~~ro « i r , don ' t knew wh*r* Bee 

went, I w* ;- hote l on the r i -h% i im*% kbea 
what th< nemo of i ' I*, on the r ight up toward! the \md 

loe i I norar |«en her eay more tin Ml next day at 
,«A off ice , ui=. v kt the depot together) the 

ict evening end I lon*t knew whether eh* get on 'the 
t r a in or not , at Atok* t h a t time end then oil down to 
the depot together, nerer did forbid her speaking to 

theei| tad nerer Intern te« She .is t he i r mother, and 
i went then to t reat her r ight and nice* 

Q.---"V. at Lid the Coatsi8»ieae **y there with refereao* to which 
one of you, your* elf nr irr^* Crafley ehould f i l e for 

th< • a Idren* t.—Would en *t l e t h e r f i l e Mid told 
United State* Court end tpply ^ r 

I afthlp, wad I got the prosecuting a t torney '* 
eea le tent ••• en, end he told He theft 
Judge Clayton ould not take j u r i s d i c t i o n , wad the 

• mmtm ion told me that i f be would not to (50 on to 
Spiro, and t* Rid grant ma the guard i an ship and 
that in; il< 1 ipt i t end fit! low mo to f i l e for DM 
0 jet XX'.A re n# 

o«--Yci; DM in by hat ;.ha.i they 1 rooted j cu *:c make 
applicat ion for Letter* of guardianship* / , - " ^ s s i r . 

Qi#--Hav* you fUe . .. Lieatloa for l e t t e r e ef guardianship 
in tine Choctaw Courts^ A # - T * * alr« 

A.--Has that "bean toted upon yet t A#— 1** s i r end 1 on' t b<:s 
i*n t i l f i re t yon s ay la He reh. 

Q#~-Why not* fc#**H*r* to here th i r ty daye# j'u«t f i l e d i t 
the f l r e t Iftmde; In t h i e south* 

0.--Yr-\ me ,n that the epj Lieatlon must b< fi led t h i r t y 
day* before . ie acted upon* A.-**/** ni r , 

c#--An'i ' rl ieti r i r e t fron ay i r ICiroh* .*.--*1rst 
nday In eaoh month. 

o#»-Anu ye\a aay that the Oensmleelen hee refueed to p e m l t 
her to f i l e f e r the Children* A**-*!* the Chiekeeaw 

Hat Ion ŵ  d in tb 1 a f 111 on * 
q#««fhe told you If you procured l e t t e r e ee of guardianship 

from the Baited s ta te* Court or the Indian cour t s , the 
would permit you \ file'* A«**8*ld l i k e thle if I 

could get in the United Stetee Court 7 would eere /arcing 
two bonds, and that If I got I t in the Indian C01 rte 

ould here to make anothi 1 en they rfent out, 
and eaya if you get in the United State* Court at ewe 
it M i l l he euf ioien t, 

0,--"' ' en you married 9a nle Crowley, what was ner n*ee* A*— 
• maek, 

1̂ 4—Dl I "ou hare a l iving wife* A#*Hftad • divers* from her . 
c\—Was this other wif* the f i r s t wife you had? ^---Ye* 

:. Ir , 
f.^-Trr-n. did yov aB*rrs her* fc*~-Hhen 1 /̂a© eat ejaxe^n 

year* *ld, I HB yeard old now. 
»•- aere l id you Starry "her* fc# •-Ken tuoky, 

Q**-Afterward* nore from reatuoky with her'' A.—TSS oir» 
( ,**lher« did you got A*—Howard county, Ark*ft*e*« 
p«—Row long did you l ive with }\er*} A*—Six yeare« 
^•••8*3 y*i» were seereateen •®'h.$n you married her* A^^^ijii 

eir< 
0»- l 'Oi, old V/̂ B ehet A. — About the 8*211 efe* 
^ • • T o u and oho seperaiedl A.—Yes eh* *he l e f t me * ^ ^ r 



efue lean to Ar • ^*nd alia Utttt hack with h l \ . 
Qt*«ltrti* ratura* &*—96 air, 
o#-•:••.. ̂ ,; v0 l ; diYOreed f nm her0 A..—"OR elr« . 

Menatf leldl 

^ v-?ant to oh,] ec t to that ^ueetien fend the QuftStitiB and 
enewer fcaf or* h%i in *hl»h I ated thai Ehey had teen 
divorced* It la not ahe*el that ha wee diT read from 
her . 

witness; 

vou can find i t %y writing to the county court* 

ytnXJT ADiVB: 

t ha t la your aualnaaa« 

Hta««; 

I v-^i T not l e e . T wea la Colorado wad had -n my 

*., nmk, b wt 10 u t 1 t. 

Mr, Norton: 

#̂<*-*ajhat fclad of a not leaf fc*—"Treat har Xavyar that she 
had ;:r* HS i ro#j wad I oould U Kha aama« I believe 

i t wee fr^-;A har lawyer* 

Mr. yansf laid! 

rd SYidene* la the oravr aridanc >twa that, 

JUBto I )JH3: 

That la lha xaeaK hae t rrldenoe* 

Mr, nor tea, 

T pre suae that in the in at ion of nr*, 'raarleBT on 
fetoruary 4thv this ma te* 'iret troir . t# 

mm toum* 
recollection la thai aha said thtrt aha aimply haemt 

i t , 
Mr* Xa iejf laid; 

Ha atataa or> the tend £h*t he vaa eiarrie .' my idea 
la fchat the raaord aho>/ anew a divorce. 

r r . Horton: 

f"y point la that It aecsas that she tee t i t l e d that he 
had a l iv ing wife, 

ram mmua 
Bald that ifrifi heanl i t , 



Kr« Korton: 

& « * swore t ha t he had awwife when she marr ied him, a' 
divorced w i f e , 

jtrai*; pootii 

fa« proves the mar r i age , and he® got to prove, d i v o r c e . 

Mr, Korton: 

We ask permiss ion to procure md f i l e a c e r t i f i e d copy 

"lie record evidence would he the b e s t and b e s i d e s t h a t 
she ga t a d ivo rce , 

A,—Got a n o t i v e to t h a t e f f e c t , 
0.,—You jttJlt g< t a l e t t e r , 
a , - - N o t i c e from h e r l awyer . 
Q,~~ Ten / ! t I l e t t e r from some lawyer in U n l u c k y t h a t aha 

had got i divorce*? A,—ML1 t h a t can be g o t , 

lfr» Kor ton, 

After that, had g o t t e n in the record wanted t o follow 
i t up wi th the t rue f a c t a , 

I r . Ho r ton: 

o,--r ,he t e s t i f i e d i t appears t h a t you had been running 
arounl with o ther women, I presume tllia was testimony 
that r e l a t e d to the per iod before she c;ot i t r d i v o r c e , X 
w i l l ask you to s t a t e the t r u t h with re fe rence to tha t* 

A. -^ 'hy t h e r e a i n t a word of tha t ao , 

I M F OTR: 

0,,--Hhe g a t a decrao of d ivorce from you* A,--Yes a i r . 
0 , — rhe r o t an t r d o r fo r the cus tody of the Children*' ,A,«~ 

she gc!, an order f o r the cus tody of the c h i l d r e n . 
0, ,-- nd you disobeyed tha t o rde r m& took them away** A,— 

B-.t then* i s o ther th ings in c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
Q#»«Yt>ti xtxms&K&xx disobeyed t h a t order*' A.-~^he would 

not t i k i t£e c h i l d r e n , I have r;ot w i tnes ses J* to prove 
t h a t . 

0..—You disobeyed the order of the covr t and took the 
c h i l d r e n away from her* A.—That iz f a l s e . 

Ct~~xn&w t h a t order of "cu r t was in exlstance1*5 (U*"Y*t fcii% 
but $ he would no t have them . T lenow a l l about i t and 
can prove what I am swear ing. 

Xr« TTorton: 

1 th ink t h a t i f then- i s Mi order of c o u r t the 
record irould he the bes t evidence„ 

JVD9M fOOW: 

He says t he re was. I t &• t i n t t ed on both s i d e s . 

Mr, Korton: 

0 , —la i t t r u e t h a t you neg lec ted h e r p i o r to the time t h a t 



she app l ied fo r t h i s d ivorce by abandoning fee and 
l i v i n g wi th some o t h e r ^oman? A,— Wo s i r , t h a t i s «nt r i te , 
and I c m prove i t i s , e v r r word f a l s e* 

0,—0 v-'- the fac te load ing up tc your s e p a r a t i o n f f tn her** 
A,—Tlie f i r s t toublti t ha t I jqpc and feer ever had was liice 

t h i s , tti md h^r mar r ied and when m mar r i ed Mammmtxx 
we went to the bo torn and I hsd - i x fc#*|g of good h o r s e s , 

s i x hea rd of mules and t i g h t c a t t l e Mid -"" I had about 
t h i r t y f t f t a c r e s ele&rftdf, and t h r e e himdred and n i n e t y -

acres unc leared , m& I c l ea red tig a f*Hi f o r h e r son 
and one f o r Ida Maxwell and one fo r Lee Maxwell, and 
than I c l ea red up one f o r myself and t h a t was one hundro 
and t h i r t e e n a c r e s , and tha t f a l l wfarn I got t ha t c l e red 
up I was s ix teen hundred d o l l a r s in debt tc Bayburn 
B r o t h e r s , ®n& T mB&® mention t h a t I war, e n ' t going to 
c l e a r any t h a t w in t e r and g a t out of debjfe, &n& the re 
was no th ing J&BCXXX a a id about i t u n t i l old man Long 
cmnA t o we and smld the old l ady wants me to c l a r f i f t y 
a c r e s , *nd he sa id I won ' t c l e a r i t wi thout you w i l l 

pay f o r i t , and I s a id J won' t pay f o r i t u n t i l I pay 
f o r t h i s f a r a , and a f t e r nil i l e I come in and f^aid 
Bald t h a t If X c o u l d a n ' t put in more land she d i d n ' t 
h « r t my more use for me an4 old man fUlth was on the 
poaroh when she made mention of i t . 

JUIXER 1»OOTIB: 

Qy#—Have t h a t in t h a t divertse s u i t * A»—!To s i r , she 
bro gfct the d ivorce su i t* 

p.,--You d i d n ' t have t h a t tfovm to d isprove a l l t ha t? A,-~ 
He s i r , never went to the c o u r t a t a l l * 

Mr, For t on: 

0*—You Mean to spy that you d i d n ' t a t t end the d ivorce t r i a l ? 
A,--No . i r , d i d n ' t a t t end i t a t a l l , 
Qi#—How long was t h i s c i rcumstance you r e l a t e before she 

app l i ed f o r I divorce? A.—TTot for some t ime, about a 
p a i r and I ha l f ( Applied to the Court and r o t a d ivorce 

and then marr ied Hichols and l e f t him ind th«a mar r i ed 
Crawley and l e f t him m& i s now l i v i n g with old man 
Qnlth , 

Q.—Married? A # - - lo s i r , 
Q#—He was on the t r a i n at t h a t time you « n t to Atfthnf '*»— 

Mo a i r he go t i f f at Crowdsr Ci ty , and mr^r went on to 
Atoka, 

0#--7)urin/; t h i s pe r iod of a a yn%r mid • h a l f oeV-een the 
time t h i s disagreement came up, up to the t ime she 
ap" 1 ied f o r a d ivo re e, d id jfO u 1 ive tog I thOff A, - -
VO a i r , T l i v e d up at Bokosho and fthi l i v e d in the 

Bottom m& about ha l^ of the time she l i v e d a t Boicoaho, 
0,-^ft?* you l i v i n g wi th o the r women at t h a t time* A,--?To 

s i r , boarding a t Jim T a y l o r ' s h o t e l t h e r e , 
0.#—Did you l i v e t o g e t h e r any of the time o r p a r t of t he time 

l u r i n g t h i s year" and a h a l f * a»—*0 s i r , never l i v e d t o 
g e t h e r a f t e rwards . At ~h^ t ime she applied ttr t he d i 

vorce I had h e r son- in- law and daughter taking care of 
the c h i l d r e n . Gave tha i twenty- f ive d o l l a r s I month, 

-ometimes T was t he r e «id sometimes I was hoarding a t 
the h o t e l , 

Q,.—Who did you say were takin; : care of the c h i l d r e n du r ing 
t h i s period of a y@&r and a h a l f before ah Lied f o r 
h e r divorce a f t e r you had d i sagreed? A.-**I sa id B i l l 

Maxwell and h e r daughter . 



Q.--"ho is B i l l K s o m l l ? A.—Murxcte. l u r r i e d he r daughte r 
by ^cmacfc. 

Q.« —And was-? psying tham for i t * A.—Twenty-fiye I S l l a r s a 
aon th &n I f u m ish ing them & house . 

0..~-Dii t h i s Maxwell h « n charge o<" thS c h i l d r e n a t the time 
aheappl ied f o r I d ivorce* >*-.—Yea s i r . 

0.~-How long did they keep them a f t e r tha t* A.—Hmoething 
I l k ^ th ree months , 

Q^«~lh*r* l i d th* c h i l d r e n go then** A.--Had tham with me 
eve r s i nce . H&d th**i a l l the time i f i r since* T had an 
o ld l sdy md younr ni^n from I f i s s su r i tad they kep t house 

fo r m* Mi • w h i l e , about for** months, 
0.—DO T und . r s t and tha t Maxwell had the c h i l d r e n about 

three months a f t e r she get h.®r d ivorce* A.—"'opt them 
• l t g h t or n ine months andtliraa months a f t e r aha got 

}\tr d i v o r c e . 
( • " •Did she f?o to Maxwell 's s i t s r she got h e r d ivorce atti 

ga t tha c h i l d r e n * A . - - ?a id she d i d n ' t ***mt them. 
0 . — ^ e n you get thSM t e l l how you go t them* A.--Maxwell 

went and go t one and I went and got one, gad she d i d n ' t 
ob jec t to i t . 

o . - -was there any objec I ion upon h e r p a r t it>out you taking 
the ch i ld r en* A*—Wo s i r . 

o.--^h© paid the oh i ld rena boar f t h i s t h r e e months a f t e r 
she got a d ivorce * A.--T d i d . Fhs neve r gSt them any 
kind c r c l o t h e s a f t e r we sepa ra t ed , I boarded thsm, o lo thsd 

them m& schooled th*M. 

Fr .Fansf i e l d ; 
CROflS-TTAtfTNATIOSr. 

^ • H t t t t n ia t h i s proceeding p*adi ng f o r appointment of 
g ua rd i an'1 A. — Skullyv 11 la C oun ty , 

0.~-^fhat p lace* .A.— S p i r e . 
0;~~On the f i r s t Monday In March* A.—Tfci s i r . 
0.-~You have gOt an a p p l i c a t i o n there t o permit you to take 

out l e t t e r s of guard iansh ip? l***Yss s i r , 
0 . - - I b a l i a r a you s t a t e d in response to }'rm Hftrt0*fg ques t ion 

what did you say about the reason you ^ml t h i s woman 
oeperated* A . - - I s a id tha t was the f i r s t t r o u b l - , about 
me not wan t i n to put in any more land u n t i l T got out 

of deb t . I was owing Twa Hayburn and Rayburn s i x 
teen hundred d o l l a r s . 

Q.--'Haat was the reason you separated* 4 . - -That was the 
f i r s t t r o u b l e , kept owing frrm bad to worse. 

O.--TTOW long d id she l i v e s i n g l e a f t s r you sepa ra t ed befo 
she brought t h i s s u i t f s r • d ivorce* A*-- C a n ' t 

say p o s i t i v e l y , about a y e a r and B h a l f . I o a n ' t say, 
b u t I t h i ak i t was a y e a r and a h a l f before she ap ; l i e d . 

o..--TTow long s f i s r she appl ied be fo re rites got a d ivorce* 
A.--Clot i t r i g h t a t once. 
0#-~T)o you know what grounds she a l l eged to get a d ivorce* 
A.--T do n o t . 
0 # —Oil you Sppesr at the Court house* A.— I did n o t . 
<?•--Understood tha t she was suing you f o r a d ivorce* A.— 

Got n o t i c e from the s h e r i f f . 
0 . — And d idn* t appea r* A. —Ho s i r . 
0,.—.And you s t a t e to th* Court on oath tha t you d o n ' t know 

the grounds on which she got tha t d ivorce* A f—#* s i r . 
tJBHg V l l l l n g f o r h e r to fcSTt • d i v o r c e . We c o u l d a n ' t 

l i v e t o g e t h e r any more and 1 was w i l l i n g fo r h e r to 
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Work ad a t fef Hotel and. boor&od ot John 
c l o s e . 

q#»«l«rr«r paid h e r board or gJajro kor B f y t A,—ro 
^ • • 8 t « a d good f o r l i t A#*~Sc s i r . 
0.~-?>rI -;cu }cnor s. icsn pMUNI G<aOtf So l f t A« —^* ° . c 'elf . 
^•--T>o 7011 know 1 Borrlod man mxrnd t h a t " A,—vas s i r* 
Q.--Didn f t he come in and " fed you in bed wttSh h i s wife*? 
A.-~?Tc s i r* 
Q.~~Whil© you and t h i s v l i V w t r t l i v i n / r toge ther* A*—Conor 

a l i b ft t h , th at In my p re sen t w If • • s • l i t or« 
Q,,--You aoy tha t i t i s untrjaa* A.— I t lis not t r u a . 
Q.—Row old are thftao c h i l d r e n " A. - -Tha t one i s four teen 

and the Otfeutr one l i twelve . 
nm—ftow does i t hoppon t h a t you go snd t ake these c h i l d r e n 

when an order of c o u r t hOfi boon M&o tha t ĥ**? all a l l have 
the cus tody of tho c h i l d r e n , h--ve you tTOr appll*d to 
the cour t to have t h a t or&or modified*51 A* —10 s i r . 

o.-~v"ou or* turn appiytag to tho Choctaw Cour ts fo r guard ian* 
sh ip ovnr these c h i l d r e n * I******! 1 i r . 
Q..—Pt|0» do you happen t- want the c h i l d r e n nO"i» when ;'ou 

did not have enough i n t e r e s t to go to the t r i a l and 
see about tho cus tody of the ch i ldren* A*-—^fa had 

diaogrood before mmdBtlamnBnxXtRJkK&MXXKXttxxx she ^ver 
sued f o r I d i v o r c e , m4 she t o l d t h a t I would have to hare 
tho c h i l d r e n . 

0,.--You i l d a * t go bOfOTO lbs c o u r t -and r e s i s t tha t order** 
A.~-"scause I kftow t h a t we BOTOr would l i v e t oge the r , and 

If a h i wontod 0 divorce I t i l t r i l l i n g fo r h e r to h^ve 
one* 

•'.—Bid you- ant h e r to h a r t the ehlldroftT A.—10 s i r , 
r'«-~s.hy d i d t t t t you $0 thore? A.— I WOMft't n o t i f i e d t h a t 

oho would t ry to got the cus tody of tho c h i l d r e n or 
horo any d i v i s i o n BLado in tho l and . Th*:. t Shootow c o u r t 

govt h o r tho custody Of them ch i l d r en and g w e m* a ha^f 
of tho land J put in f o r h e r , and liiao oho OfloO back she 
talc en charge of the land and wonld have no th ing • 0 do 
w J th the c h i l d re n . 

Q9—9h*t i s yowr • t • tanont? A . - - T C m prove tha>t 4l0 d id . 
ty#**9id you s e l l some of hot* lan» 1'OfeaaontOf / .* -no s i r , she 

OOld OtOO of inSne* 
:'\—"Oirt you p o l l a c e r t a i n improvement f o r z f tve hundred 

d o l l a r s ^ A.— fO a i r not r oold a f o o t Of her'" l and in 
my l i f e . 

<:\~~ih* t rouble no* la as to whoro these ch i ld ren s h o l l take 
t h o l r a l lo tments f A«—Yoa a i r # 

Q>.-*Uhor« an vow trying to allot thowt A.--At hono>| I 
horo got r'.his plaoo. 

o.—On these improvements? t h a t you apoak about . fa these 
improvorients t h a t you as her"husband made? *-.-~>lo a i r* 

o#—\put than in \mdnr he r " , % - ^ s a i r , 
Q.—Wont to a l l o t these ch i ld r en on these improvaroonto* A.--* 

v«a s i r . 
0,. — She sa id t h a t oho 00B0 on tho t r a i n and t h a t you you 

t o l d h e r to go back md s i t do--.n and motioned your hand 
f o r Ym r to go booh and would no t l e t h e r speak to these 
children*? That you sa id you were a f ra id f o r h e r to ho 
around the c h i l d r e n " A.--That i s u n t r u e . 

q#"-"Dl:l you say anything to hor* A.~-!fo s i r # 
$ f—Did you motion , o u r h«uid to Yitr t o go hack? A. —Wo s i r . 

She was on the r igh t hand • 5de of the i s l e ao wo 
walked up. 
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B« t« Thompson, 

Y8 , ! • « 3 8 . 

Choctaw and f!hideas aw n a t i o n s 

P r e s e n t and p r e s i d i n g thm vonorablea Wal ta r L# WeaYer -,nd 

Henry B9 ^oo t e : 

"•AW* S, 1904. 

Kft Norton: 
we f'-oo.k: seme test imony in the B* F. Thompson ca se on 

the tv ;en ty- th i rd , and wt had XoiffV to f i l e | c e r t i f i e d copy 
of i c e r t i iad copy Of the &»or»a of d ivorce 1>»tWB him 
md h i o f i r s t w i fe , I r ece ived an a t t e s t e d copy $£ the 
drecree, bu.f fh- c e r t i f i e d copy was i r r e g u l a r , and m h a r e 
re turned i t c*o r more, proper c e r t i f i c a t e , I hstre t h l paper 
tha t was sen t me, h u t I suppose I w i l l ge t the c o r r e c t one 
back in i &ay or two. 

nam wjun 
If jron c&n ?Tet i t in t h i s week, you My f i l e i t« 



COTTRT, STTTW9 M' SOUTH I9UU Hfl>» 

M r fi • )Wi "Ann* r u rf 

1 | O 4 . 

P. ? . THOMPSON 

f t , "\ 36. 

flVAmnif w PACTS *>rr> GPXWTGM 

FY ADAMS, SHOT JTOOl, 

on the 27th day of bigi r;t, 18V4, the p l a i n t i f f , 

f. ~\ The !
T f i l e d l p t t i t l vltfe I ' I C ' ; to the 

P lv t Civil izerf T r i b e s , I t i l h i a . l lercd tha t he Mae an 

int eFHoarrled * h i t e c i t i z e n of the Choet*! fetlOtt, ana a 

r e s i d e n t thereof] tha t G i th day -f November, 18< t 

in the county of Sk* l y v i l l a , Choeta* na t i on , Indian T e r r i 

t o r y , tv;e p e t i t i o n e r **i ' 'efraily and lawfully I I to 

?Tarmie **oamck, a Ohocti i Ind ian i i ay blood, who »aa a t 

t h a t t i-e duly t n r o l l e d on the a u t h e n t i c a t e d r o i l s of 

Choe t aw na t 1 on, a nd roe ogn! s ed by fch • o r i 11 • B the re of, 

e t c . 

On the 2nd day of December, 1@9§, the 0 aion 



to the r ' lve n i v i l l z e d Tr ibes passed a.-on the p e t i t i o n of 

p l a i n t i f f and dec la red that the sa ia V. f* fhoapaOa MM 

e n t i t l e d to c i t i z e n s h i p ana" en.ro3 1r.ent as an .1 nt er -marr i od 

c i t i z e n in accordance wi th sa id p e t i t i o n . 

to appeal /as taken by the Phootaaj nat i . re f r o - t h i s 

f i nd ing of the Cu m i s s i o n , to the Ofeitae! S t a t e * 0#afl fo r the 

r en t ra t Mr.lr.ict *f the Indian T e r r i t o r y , oh or- the case 

cane on M r t r i a l on the 1st day of Jons , 1090, befor 

Honor V* "r. Spr ing*r t ( the r e s i d e n t Judge seemed to be d i s 

q u a l i f i e d fo r t e s t reason) when the said Court held tha t 

R. F, Thompson was . t izen of the Choctaw TTation, &na en

t i t l ed , to be e n r o l l e d as such. 

After the doc I s i on if t h l f Ore r t la li l t OAM of 

Choetei I ' ' ikasaw n a t i o n s vs . J . T, R idd le , e i a l . , 

k DI • I t h | " ? c 1t Su I t » | fch I 11 it i f f f i l e d a f 111110 n 

hero and arkod "Oat h ia rif lhta be ad jud ica ted by t h i s 

c o u r t , where on J a n | 17, 190S, the case ea in to be 

hea rd , enf t h t fo l lowing proceedings were had; 

B. F« Th on, t i f f , i s in t roduced as a 

w i tnes s t a ~E" ." | offil behalf and st-iys tha t he r e s i d e s at 

Bocheta, SlQJFlljnrill* county, Choetae n a t i o n , I n d i a n T e r r i 

t o r y ; that ' ta r e s ided in said na t i on and T e r r i t o r y con

t i n u o u s l y f o r the oast s ix teen yea r s ; that ha 5s the M I 

'P. M Thoaqpeon who applied tc the Daarea Caaa Laalon in 1896 

for enrol lment as an i n t e rmar r i ed c i t i z e n ; t h a t sa id Con-

mi r s i on &dm. aid i Aon appeal« I , and 

he a«a enrol!led by the Oourt. ("'eaning t h a t ee wa>a ad

judged to be e n t i t l e d te e n r o l l m e n t ) . Witneaa f u r t h e r says 

t h a i he married TTancy Won&clc in s k u i l y v i l l e c o u n t y , in 1308; 

http://en.ro3
http://1r.ent
http://Mr.lr.ict


t h a t the marr iage ceremony was perf earned by Jndf;© Krifcbs, 

a nheetai Indian who « M Ja4&e of the (Thootaw £emrt | t h a t 

he f i l e d a p e t i t i o n $ir:neri by lea oe rsons , Choctuw c i t i z e n s * 

ask l ag fo r a l i c e n s e , which was granted according to the 

rhoctaw laws, and t h a t he i l l t h e r e f o r I l lO.OO, 

P l a i n t i f f then o f f e r s la evidence the o r i g i n a l 

p e t i t i o n of John Taylor and nine, o t h e r pe r sons , addressed 

"". » f KribeSi county ledge of • sku l lyv i l l e county, Choc* 

ta"# n a t i o n , TKiian T e r r i t o r y , l a which the p e t i t i o n e r s ask 

t h a t a l i c e n s e be .-ranted t« t h i s p l a i n t i f f t c marry a 

an . 

P1 a in11 f f th o n 1 n t rodlices i a • v i d en c t a I i o i ns e 

nee by w« T". Krlbeei county tadgei s i c u i i y v i i l e coonty, 

Cheat** nat ion^ which 'bears da te the 10th day of ""arch, 

loOo, vh leh l l e e a e e a a t h o r l a e e the marr iage of the o l a l n t l f f 

t o Mre. "Taney Weaa&ek, a recognized c i t i z e n ef the OhoetM 

n a t i o n . On the beak of said, l l e e a e e is a c e r t i f i c a t e of 

the sa id v, y , Krlbeai as Judge a f o r e s a i d , la eh lea he c e r 

t i f i e s t h a t he jo ined in met f l a m y the pereeae aejaed in the 

l i c e n s e , on the 11th day of " a r c h , |§99« 

(These papers sv i recorded on page 

918 of tYw Record rook, Volume 1 , in the off l e e if t he 

c i r c u i t C l e rk | T ; i r s t juaicia' .! d i s t r i c t , ffhoetaw n a t i o n ) . 

The exaaUna>tloa of t h e p i e t a t i f f ( B. ?« - son , 

i s then resuneh, arxi wi tness says t ha t he had two c h i l d r e n 

by t h l a t a r r i a p , r ianle " ia la ; t h a t t hese eh l i d ran h a r e 

been e n r o l l e d as Choctaw I n d i a n s ; tha t hit wi fe , Yfwaejt was 

enrol led, and recognized when t>ny n a r r l e d , on the 11 th day 

of ffareh, 1308. Witness f u r t h e r says tha t he erne i r e e l dent 

of the Choctaw n a t i o n , Ind ian T e r r i t o r y , a t the time of 



said wiarrlatfe, and, tha t he had eontiniienaly resided here 

since tha t tJUa*. Wltw l i f other says thai ha i .Wed ai th 

(h i I i » y f( • •#*•» year?,, but tha i hi is Bit BMl 

I1v? m oith her; t ha t ffhile 5,,e liver* irttli her hi t reated 

r r i g h t | that he ohserved h i t -arrlaoe vcwg, a a l l 

respec hlaael f a? a hoshaod should towards h l i 

T;ife. WttntsB aaya tha f l r e t t i r e he and I I i separated 

they Hired ay on the h i l l s about 12 miles from tha bottoms; 

I h i | ©I In debt |li00.OO an- laid I Li Wifa that v e would 

HOI • any mora tun I o v a a a i l t l a b e n t the '.-lace u n t i l h i f i t 

eat Of debt; that J Lfi Kane? told, htm that if tha t I 

the rase she did not want It bava anything ai re l i i i with hiaa; 

tha t n1 i aered to th t bottena ai I -!t anarge of the 

bottaa plaee, Yltneao aayo that when he took c , of the 

bottoa plaea there w%t% th i r ty f i r a aaraa cleared, and that 

there were three hunired aara i cleared In tha t plaat :^hen 

i r a t ion ooeorratfs that i! • ncy l e f t Ilia it eaa in 

the spring of the raara an- I s aMt i sa thereaf ter they 

agreed to fix the n a t t e r tip a i I I battaaa a i th 

Haneyj ti • neat spring a f t e r that Vaney got 30 bad he 

covin aat l Ith h.nr any longer, aai hi t h i s move a bank 

to tha ho~e place, witn as says t aitay l e f t I ; the 

ho-e p l a i t where hi had be residing; I Q t h e | cr

ated, he gave Ifaney | t5«00 per month to I tara af t h e i r 

l i t t l e chi ldren. Witneea aaya that a divorce was obtain** 

and tha t ffamy than *5 d a raan named WlOhola; that shi 

and Wiehila lived together 1 crop; and the than ran 

Wlefcala off; tha t lanaf gat a divorce fro* ifloholo and antfN 

rled anothar fellow by tha name if ?ae Beley, 



TTpon cross ex&rnoat->v witness says that af t or 

he and nancy had boon ooaoratool for ah out a year and a half 

she su Itaoaa f:Hr i divorce- and obtalttOd same ir; I 

Choctaw eourtos (hi dooi I fci 9 what ib id as 

I for dlVOf1**; that 4 not no t i f i ed . HtMOO 

says t ha t abOtft ol* poan ago a t aarrlod latfcy Oilherry, a 

white woman* 

P l a in t i f f In t ra* uooa a oa r t l f l oa to fron the 

QOJHftlOoJ MwO Civil ized Tribes showing the e n r o l l -

if of Sana? Cfroler, foraorl • vioaoloi daughter of Weal 

and Orple Ifefarl and. 

The eaooio than aentinood un t i l January 27, 1904f 

for the dofenaaata treduee t ho i r taotlatonjr? The eaot 

oaft* koord on tha t daft* and '//as eontlnnal 

fell "Pehm&ry 1, 1.-04 for at3 na, a to 

was ogata e id un t i l February 4, iv04a f< r the na t ions , 

at which time defendants Introtfaeed as 1 witi 

Croley who gad reolano at, i t l eo i oati IJ 

tha i - a i t i aen bj bleodU that ana aarriad 

B, F , Thompson, applicant in I aaaat to l i t erf 

'"arch, 1638, and they lived to,, ethoi* as huaband '*e 

for I fix years . I at tin ' it i f f , ahO 

gaeaoeot got tin-;a of U horj that bo van! to 

oanooa :n$ aported ab a1 • ith other woaoxt un t i l she got 

t i red of : t , and aakad him to ofay a t hoaoi wbieh ho refused 

t< do; tort Ten?eon told id ois *• . v i - 0 that was 

a n ho waatod] that oho beggod foqpoaa to stay at hone and 

l i ve li'-e a nan. ? thia vltaooa U • I tornoy 

for the nations If she I i l l faOt that thO p la in t i f f 



a wowan by the- mnjto Of b i l b e r r y , and then ins inua ted t h a t 

Toiapson was too i n t ima te with h e r before ha a a r r l o 4 h e r , 

but f i n a l l y admitted t h a t tha* wore r e s p e c t a b l e paap l a , a s 

f a r as she !c>u,w. wi tness f u r t h o r I :"at fe< 111 hw c h i l d r e n 

a re BOO) vuth Thompson; tha t she ASd Toinoson were r e c e n t l y 

subpoenaed t o go before the GOanlOflJ D to thO C i v i l i z e d 

Tr ibes for the Coanlgalon to a s c e r t a i n which one of them 

should, a l l o t Ian.-. fai* tho tVO c h i l d r e n ; t h a t thay to 

Atoka on the same t r a i n , the two c h i l d r e n being OB thO t r a i n 

a l s o ; that she apako to har l l t t l o ftaaghtOT h e s s i e and t h a t 

Tompson ttOtlOBO* for wi tness to go back: and s i t dov/n. 

Witness says t h a t tho c h i l d r e n to ld tl Lag Ion tha t they 

des i r ed t h a l r f a the r to choose t h i land fo r them. 

Toe case l a thai -d u n t i l Pofcraaif 23 , 

i o 0 4 , f a r the p l a i n t i f f to o f fe r r e b u t t a l t es t imony, on 

vhiah l a t a 8« P* faapoon9 I t a l n t l f f i la r e c a l l w4 

says tha t e i t h e r on the 87th Or 28th of l a s t aontfa witness 

want to AtaJka to oppaar baforo tho Bawaa C >nj that 

l a | I Atoka with h i s c h i l d r e n , h i s former wlfa9 who i s 

AM* Croley , bo&rctee tho t r a i n a t orowder Ci ty ; t h a t 

pha took a sea t i •••Mediately in f ron t of the c h i l d r e n , nea r 

the cen t e r m c a r , aad t h i i wi tness had • seat; in the 

r e a r I oar ; tha t a t ao tJ lng the t r i p , o l t h a r 

oo tho t r a i n or o t t e r they roached Atoka, or a t any o ther 

tlttO or plaea« hao he over refused to al low hla c: noa 

to speak to t h e i r mother, ffltn&sa soys i t is not t f t t l t h a t 

he waived h i s hand to h i s daughter to s i t down, as t e s t i f i e d 

lO by nancy; t h a t if "»Taney spoke to tho ch i l d r en on thO 

t r i p he aoes not fcnov i t ; t h a t he has nvv®r re fused to a l low 



h i s ch i l d r en tc speak to t h e i r mother, but has always t o l d 

then to speak to h e r ami t r e a t h@r r i g h t ; tha t h i has never 

forbidden her to tOttO to h l l house to see i v e c h i l d r e n ; 

ch .11 d re Q I 11 hor ad 11 8 f t en an cl t a 1 k • 

•-!en to tho '"Ive o i v i l i a e d Tr ibes fcold wi tness 

to qua l i fy a s guard la» f o r r " I ch i ld r en and OOwO hack and 

s e l e c t t h e i r land . VfttMfti f u r t h e r I I ot 

t m • t hi t h • - ran ab on t a f t e r o t he r wo^en »h 111 11 v i Bg • i th 

IS t I f 10d to b | h e r . FltnOOO f a r t h e r says t h a t 

t h t f l r g t t ronb l I ho and *Tancy had was I I h e t h l * | 

That h t and hor married and olios tl r r lod to ay went to 

the bottoms; • e ho had l i s hoad Of good 

h o r s e s , s ix head of HUlOl i head of c a t t l e , and t h a t 

Wanoy had about fchirt} f ive ac re? of c l ea red j&nd end 590 

c l e a r e d ; thi c l ea red ap H farm for ganoy'g son 

by o fonaor aa r r lagO, to fo r I o31, who was 

nancy1 s daughtor f and OBO for Lee **&xwell, f a n c y ' s s o n - l n -

, and be then c leared ono fo r himself ; tha t v/as 113 

a c r e s ; Unn a t f a l l a f t e r e l oa r ing op t h i s land he was 

dobt to hayburn h rot h e r s ; t h a t he I to otfO 

TTanoy t h a t ho I - . c l e a r any more tha t vIn t o r , 

i I a des i r ed I debt ; t h a t thoro ""as nothing 

• B/iJr-- about i t ant 12 a nan by tho nana of Long OOJM to 

o l t n o o i and ^ain t h a t w i t n e s s 1 o l fo Jfaaoy oantod h l a to c l e a r 

f i f t y a c r e s , 1 . Xild not c l o a r i t un l e s s wi tness 

Id . a | hla f o r i t , and t h a t witnooa t o l d X&ng he would 

not pay for i t u n t i l ho had -a id fo r tho farm; and t h a t a f t o r 

that hlo wife Nancy aald that if I n^n ooald not oat in 



mora land she VOttlOl net h a r t any f a r t h e r ttea fo r him; t h a t 

t h i s was about a r and a ha l f before she app l i ed to | 

Court and received a d i v o r c e , w i tnes s f u r t h e r says t h a t a f t e r 

he and TTancy separated, t h a t he had ay*a son- in- law 

and he r daughter take care of the two c h i l d r e n ; tha t 

'/t; them $25,00 per month to take care of Ihf c h i l d r e n , 

and furnished ""axvreil and h i s wife a house to l i v e in; tha t 

"axwell M4 a id r i f t kept the c h i l d r e n f o r about t h r e e nontha 

a f t e r the d ivo rce was ob ta ined , and r if rmv d down. 

I n t o the house wher* Ifcxvoll l i v e d , 14 char;';; of the 

children and has had then ever s i n c e ; t h a t when he f i r s t 

took the c h i l d r e n iTancy t i l o b j e c t , but said t h a t she 

did not Want them. Witness says tha t in the decree 

d ivorce she was awarded the en a tody of the c h i l d r e n &nti he was 

awarded on® ha l f of the farm in the bottom; tha t she took 

charge of the f a ra tad t h a t he haa n*V4 ' I cent for i t ; 

and t h a t she refused to t a r e the c h i l d r e n ; t h a t she r e f sed 

a f t e r the s e p e r a t i I prowj • c h i l d r e n with any kind of 

c l o t h e s , -<md t h a t wi tness boarder: t hen , s lo thed then an 

schooled them, wi tness f u r t h e r says t h a t he dl t want the 

c h i l d r e n • imply recaose they haa. r i g h t s in the Choctaw 

n a t i o n ; tha t he weald hare taken than i f they dJ I have 

a right to a foot of land, Vitaasa furthar say a that tha 

c h i l d r e n hawe v i a i t a d t h e i r i r i e n , and alwaya r e 

turned to h i s house on t h e i r c\rr accord - ejad tha t fTancy, h i s 

former v/ife, had been to hi® house on seve ra l occas ions to 

see the c h i l d r e n . 



This U the evidence in the c a s e . I t I s admi t ted 

t h a t P. |». To.^pson, who Is I a*B, marr ied Ssmcy Womack, 

Ll a cv,0ctaw Indian by s l o e d , On the Lit! . rch, 

1880! aeee rd lng to the Choetai l a t e r Marriage laws e x i s t i n g 

a t t h a t t ime , t ha t they Jived, t oge the r fo r severa l years 

as aaa end --To, but i : c tend t h a t I l i f t 

aMntfoned h i t wife fancy sttd refused to l i v e v i l l i h«T| • 

thereby f o r f e i t e d whatever r i g h t s he nay haws acquired by 

son of it a r r l a g e , 

I do not t h l >'. the eviaone | | U f f l « i a a t to war

r an t the Court In f i n "act t h a t ; I f)Id. ia f aa t 

• wife , i f such an aba:- t u t wo old wo?* a f o r -

t t u r e of M s acqui red r i g h t s , Which I do not inland t o 

i n t i m a t e . 

TsJtia test imony as se t out ll recor- , 

and tii so f tearaaos and eondvet of the wi tnesses on the 

•md, X ao not o t h e s e p a r a t i o n was e n t i r e l y the fau l t of 

the / i a in t i f f . This wa jy , aeoordlng t e s t l -

oy, has '• :."riu& s eve ra l t laeSf l a i n t i f f seems 

to haws 11 YSd with her longer than any of her o ther G IS bands 

were ab le t o . 

I 'n ion t h a t the a p p l i c a n t , B, r*. 

o, n t l t l e d to e l t l s e n s h l p sad enrol lment in the 

Choetav n a t i o n a s an I n t e m a r r l e d c i t i z e n . 

A, Jttdgasnt w i l l be en te red by t h i s Court accord-

i y . 

(Signed) QQtfncqr «. l&ams 

concur: 
(Signed) Walter L. Weaver 

Ass ocia t a "*;n i 3gi. 

(signed) _J[enry S, ":"ote 
'Assoc ro,' H o^'T^n, 
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