


























































































































































5 8 THE CHICKASAW NATION VS. A. B. ROFP ET AL. 

Passed the house of representatives October 13th, 1883. 
F. FRAZIER, Speaker. 

Attest: A. T. McKINNEY, Clerk. 
The above act became a law by reason of limitation. 

THOMAS W. JOHNSON, 
National Secretary, C. N. 

(Copied from page 46, General and Special Laws.) 

99 " E X H I B I T J." 

(Copied from page No. 43 of the docket of the district court of 
the Chickasaw nation, Pickens county, year of 1880.) 

Docket for January Term of District Court, 1880. 

T H E CHICKASAW N A T I O N ) 

vs. 
A. B. R O F F . 1 

Charged by indictment with larceny, as indictment showeth. 

Witnesses for plaintiff: Witnesses for defense: 
Benj. J. Stewart. John Lane, on Red river. 
Ed. Bounds. R. T. Bull, " " 
John Covey. Munroe Burch, Elm Springs. 
Dick Sacra. Tennison, Elliott Terry. 

Jan. Term of Dist. Court, 1880, 9 o'clock a. m. 

The above cause was called and set for trial at 10 o'clock a. m., 
Jan. 13th. 

JAN. 13TH—10 o'clock a. m. 
The above cause was called. The att'y gen. denied the right of 

jurisdiction. After some argument the court continued the case 
until the April term of court, that the court may consider the 
right of jurisdiction over Alva Roff, defendant in the case. 

A. H. LAW, 
Clerk of the Court. 

July Term, Dist. Court, 1880. 

The above case was called. The att'y gen. presented the court 
with written objection to the right of jurisdiction. After some 
argument on the question the court decided to refer the matter to 
the Chickasaw legislature, and the clerk was ordered to forward all 
legal papers and proceedings had in the case to the next legis

lature. 
100 This 12th day of July, 1880. 

A. H. LAW, 
Clerk of the Court.. 

Dismissed for want of merit July 24, 1885. Motion defense. 
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101 An act repealing all the acts of 1856 which are not adopted. 

, Be it enacted by the legislature of the Chickasaw nation: That 
from and after the passage of this act all the certified copies of the 
laws that were passed in the legislature of 1856, that are not adopted 
by the legislature of 1857, are hereby repealed. 

Approved November 25th, 1857. 
C. HARRIS, Governor. 

(Copied from the Laws of the Chickasaw Nation of 1857, pages 87 
and 88.) 

INDIAN TERRITORY, \ 

Chickasaw Nation, f 

I, L. C. Burris, national secretary of the Chickasaw nation, do 
hereby certify that the above and foregoing exhibits are true and 
correct copies of the original records now on file in my office, and 
that I am the custodian of the same. 

Witness my hand and official seal this the 3rd dav of October, 
A. D. 1896. 

(Signed) L. C. BURRIS, 
[SEAL.] National Secretary, Chickasaw Nation. 

102 This being all the testimony introduced upon the trial of 
the cause by either plaintiffs or defendant, the court rendered 

its decree in favor of plaintiffs; to all of which decree and the ren
dition thereof, save and except that part which denied citizenship 
to George Williams, the defendant in open court then and there 
excepted and still excepts. 

Be it further remembered that on the 25th day of April, 1898, the 
defendant presented to the court its motion for a new trial for 
reasons set forth in said motion ; which motion was by the court 
overruled and denied, aud to which judgment of the court in over
ruling said motion the defendant at the time in open court duly 
excepted and still excepts. 

And now comes the defendant on this 28th day of September, 1898, 
and within the ninety days allowed by the judge of this court for 
tiliug this bill of exceptions, and presents and tenders this its bill 
of exceptions, and prays that the same be allowed, signed, sealed, 
and made a part of the record in this cause. 

To the approval and signing of said purported bill of exceptions 
the appellees object : 

First. Because — the act of Congress of June 10,1896, the claim of 
appellees to Chickasaw citizenship has been inquired into, passed 
upon, and adjudicated by the final judgment of this court duly 
rendered and entered herein, and because the act of July 1st, 1898, 
does not confer upon the Supreme Court of the United States the 
power or jurisdiction to revise or review said final judgment, and 
confers upon said Supreme Court appellate jurisdiction only to in
quire into and pass upon the constitutionality or validity of said act 
of June 10, 1896. 



60 THE CHICKASAW NATION VS. A. B. ROFF ET AL. 

Second. Because the final judgment herein was duly rendered 
and entered prior to the passage of the act of July 1, 1898, and by 
the rendition thereof the appellees, ipso facto, were invested with the 
vested and valuable right of Chickasaw citizenship, which carried 
with it the vested and valuable right of property, and for the reason 
that said act of July 1, 1898, which purports to confer upon said 
Supreme Court appellant jurisdiction of this cause, is unconstitu
tional and void. 

Which said objections are overruled and denied, and the forego
ing is approved, signed, sealed, and ordered filed as a part of the 
record in said cause. 

In testimony whereof I, the undersigned, judge of the United 
States court for the southern district of the Indian Territory, this 
28th day of September, 1898, have set my hand and caused to be 
affixed the seal of said court. 

f Seal United States Court in the Indian Territory, \ 
\ Southern District. J 

HOSEA TOWNSEND, 
Judge of the United States Court in and for the 

Southern District of the Indian Territory. 

103 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 1 

Indian Territory, Southern District. ) 

I, C. M. Campbell, clerk of the foregoing district and Territory, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing 102 pages contain full, true, and 
complete copies of all the pleadings, proceedings, and record entries, 
including the opinion of the said court, in the case of The Chickasaw 
Nation, appellant, vs. A. B. Roff et al., appellee-, No. 1, as the same 
remain upon the files and records of the United States court, south
ern district, Indian Territory, at Ardmore. 

I further certify that the original citation i'vsaid cause, with the 
admission of service thereon, is hereto attached and herewith re
turned. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto subscribe my name and affix 
the seal of said court, at the city of Ardmore, this 29th day of Sep
tember, 1898. 

f Seal United States Court in the Indian Territory, 
{ Southern District. 

C. M. CAMPBELL, 
Clerk of the United States Court, 

Southern District Indian Territory. 

Endorsed on cover: Case No. 17,054. Indian Territory U. S. 
court. Term No., 469. The Chickasaw Nation, appellant, vs. A. B. 
Roff et al. Filed October 28th, 1898. 


