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L . ? . L:\J3 TO DOITGLAS H. COOPER 

C o n f e d e r a t e S t a t e s of America 

VIbt Departile nt 

Montgomery LTav 1 5 t h 1861 

Ma3. Dougl: s H. Co o pe r 

Choctaw Hat ion 

S i r - the d e s i r e of t h i s Cover mient i s t o 

c u l t i v a t e the n o s t f r i e n d l y r e l a t i o n s & the c l o s e s t 

a l l i a n c e w i t h the Choctaw n a t i o n and a l l the I n d i a n 

t r i b e s 'Jest of ,„rkansas end South of Kansas . A p p r e c i -

a t i n g your sympathies Kith t h e s e t r i b e s and the r e -

el; r o c a l r e g a r d f o r you, we have thought i t a d v i s a b l e 

t o e n l i s t your s e r v i c e s in the l i n e of t h i s d e s i r e . 

From i n f o r m a t i o n i n p o s s e s s i o n of the Government i t i s 

deemed e x p e d i e n t t o take measures to s e c u r e the p r o -

t e c t i o n of t h e s e t r i b e s i n t h e i r p r e s e n t Country from 

the a g r a r i a n r a p a c i t y of the I o r t h t h a t u n l e s s , opposed, 

must soon d r i v e them from t h e i r homes and supplant them 

i n t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n s , as i n d e e d , would have been the 

case w i t h the e n t i r e south but f o r p r e s e n t e f f o r t s a t 

r e s i s t e n c e . 

I t i s w e l l know t h a t w i t h t h e s e u n j u s t d e s i g n s a g a i n s t 



the Indian c o u n t r y . The N o r t h e r n aoveinment f o r s e v e r -

a l y e a r s has had i t s e m i s a r i e s among the t r i b e s f o r 

t h e i r u l t i m a t e d i s t r a c t i o n . T h e i r d e s t i n y has thus b e -

come our own and common w i t h t h a t of a l l the Southern 

s t a t e s e n t e r i n g t h i s c o n f e d e r a t i o n . 

I n t e r t a i n i n f : t h e s e Views & f e e l i n g s and w i t h t h e s e 

o b j e c t s b e f o r e u s , ae have commissioned G e n l . Ben 

1 c C u l l o c h , a i t h t h r e e Regiments under h i s command, 

from the S t a t e s of mrk, Texas & L o u i s i a n a , to take 

charge of the m i l i t a r y D i s t r i c t embracing the I n d i a n 

Country , hnd I now empower you to r a i s e among the 

Choctaw & Chickasaw a mounted to be commanded by y o u r -

s e l f i n c o o p o r a t i o n w i t h Genl r c C u l l o c h . I t i s d e s i g n e d 

a l s o , to r a i s e two other s i m i l a r Regiments anion a the 

C r e e k s , Cherokees Seminolec and o t a e r f r i e n d l y t r i b e s , 

f o r the same p u r p o s e s . 

T h i s combined f o r c e of s i x Regiments w i l l be ample to 

secure the f r o n t i e r s upon Kansas & the i n t e r e s t of the 

I n d i a n s w h i l e to the South of the Bed R i v e r , 

t h r e e Regiments from Texas under a d i f f e r e n t command 

have a l r e a d y a s s i g n e d t o the Rio Grande So Western b o r -

d e r . 

I t w i l l thus appear I t r u s t t h a t the r e s o u r c e s of t h i s 



Government are adequate to i t s ends and assured to 

the f r i e n d l y I n d i a n s . 

we have our agents a c t i v e l y engaged in the manufacture 

of amunition and in the purchase of arms, and when 

your Regiment has "been reported organized in ten 

Companies ranging from s i x t y four to one hundred men 

each and e n r o l l e d for twelve months i f p o s s i b l e , i t 

w i l l be r e c e i v e d i n the confederate s e r v i c e and suppl ied 

with arras and amunition. 

Such w i l l be the coarse pursued a l s o in r e l a t i o n to 

the two other Regiments I hage i n d i c a t e d . The arias 

we are purchasing f o r the Indians i re i f l e s & they 

w i l l be forwarded to Fort Smith. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y 

Signed L. P . ;mLK2R 

S e c r e t a r y at Jar 
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