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APPROVAL OF DEEDS 

The Muskogee Phoenix today says: Affairs 

have taken a new turn in the fight being made by 

the governors of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations 

against the interior department. 

Tuesday the Dawes commission received a 

tele grain from the department stating that the 

secretary of the interior is authorized to approve 

patents in the Chickasaw and Choctaw nations, and 

that his approval is essential to constitute them 

a transfer of such allotments as was intended by 

congress to be vested in the allottees, and also 

that a copy of this opinion has been forwarded to 

each clerk in the United States court in the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw nations for their information and 

guidance. 

The department will see that the allottees 

receive the patents duly executed and approved by 



the secretary. If the tribal executives fail to 

observe the opinion of the attorney general , action 

will probably be taken to compel them to do so or 

cease issuing deeds, even if it becomes necessary 

to appeal to the United States courts to enjoin 

them from issuing more deeds. 

In the event they refase to sign the deeds, 

further action may be delayed until the tribal 

government goes out of existence. March 4, 1906, 

when congress will make provision for the delivery 

of the deeds. 

It is the opinion of the Dawes Commission 

that no further trouble will be experienced with 

the governors, as their fight seemed to be made 

against the interior department, and it is believed 

that they will dispute the opinion of the attorney 

general. 

In a recent letter of Governor McCurtain 

to the commission, the governor cited the opinion 

of the attorney general in several cases, which 

opinions he seemed to concur in, but he doubted 

the authority of Secretary Hitchcock to become a 

necessary signatory party to the deeds for citizens 

of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations. 
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