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EDITORIAL OH CHQCTAWS

Just how the Choctaw Indians will elect their own chief
even if the administration permits it is a mystery to Victor M.
Locke jr., here, who for eight years was chief of the tribe.
The discussion was precipitated recently with the announcement of John Collier, comnissioner of Indian affairs, who some time
ago said that a plan was under consideration by which the Choctaw
tribe members could make their own recommendations as to their chief.
Heretofore the chief has been appointed by the president.
n

To my mind Collier has been the best commissioner of Ind-

ian affairs we've ever had.

His idea from the very first has been

to let the Indians be Indians instead of converting them into another people.

I suppose this move to let the Choctaws have a word

in the choice of their chief is another move in that direction.
"I can't understand, however, ho?/ any sort of an election
can be held.

In the first place we have no sort of election machin-

ery and in the second place we don't have the funds with which to
carry out the election.n

PROVISIONS were made many years ago for the Choetaws, as
all the other Five Civilized Tribes to elect their chiefs.

In 1907,

however, the so-called "Continuing Act" was passed through which
unfinished indian business would be continued under the old order
until definitely finished.
The business was finished but the old order was not changed.
At that time Green McCurtain was chief of the tribe.

He was followed,

upon his death, by Locke in 1910.
"Our new chief should have a number of vital qualifications,"
Locke declared.

"The first one of these, it seems to me, is that

he can talk the Choctaw language.

It seems incredible to me that

a man should be chief of a tribe whose language he can't talk.
"There are 20,799 Choetaws on the tribal rolls at the present
time.

Of this number more than half converse in the native language.
"In the second place we need a man who has business ability

in addition to educational background.

We have had chiefs of splen-

did classical education, but now we need a man who can get the
Choetaws back to work.
WHEN I was a young man the Choetaws worked-for a living.
They'll do it again if some provision is made for them to work.
That's what is wrong with the tribe now.

We've degenerated since

the government has undertaken to keep us up."
The Indian situation is in a more pitiable situation now
than ever in the history of the nation Locke declared.

"'The main

reason for this is that the government has tried to make a different people of us.

Men who couldn't understand the Indian mind

have tried to foist off an alien psychology on the Indian.
"For instance even to this day the average Indian when
hailed into court is filled with disgust and amazement.

We have

had our own courts of justice and it was a much simpler justice
than the white man's.

The idea of having a

lawyer

distort the

truth to save him or his enemy is one the Indian can't understand.
That's one instance, there are thousands of others."
Eight or ten outstanding tribesmen are now in the field
to replace Ben Dwight, present chief, whose term expires February
18, Locke said.

