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LETTER OF A. J. LEE TO IBS STATESMAN 

ffashington dispatches in the Daily Oklahoman 
and also in the Ardmoreite state that the bill introduced 
by Mr. McOuire for the re-examination of the Choctaw 
end Chickasaw enrollment records had for its purpose 
the enrollment upon the Choctaw end Chickasaw rolls of 
thirteen thousand negroes# These statements are far 
from the truth, both as to what Mr. McGwire*s bill is 
end as to what would be the result of its enactment 
into law. I inclose herewith copy of the FcGuire bill* 
It will be seen that this bill directs the secretary 
to enroll any person shown by the enrollment records 
to be of CHOCTAW or CHICKASAW blood, and who moved to 
and in good faith settled in the Choctaw or Chickasaw 
nations prior to June 28, 1896, 

The firm of Ballinger Lee represents the 
great majority of all eases that would be considered 
under the MoGuire bill, and our files disclose the fact 
that this firm represents nearly six hundred end forty-



nine cases where the applicants are of mixed Indian 
and negro blood* That we represent sixty-three eases 
where the applicants received judgments from the United 
States court of the Indian Territory and are unquestion-
ably of Choctaw or Chickasaw blood* Nearly all of these 
court claimants are democrats, and they are all without 
negro blood. Our firm represents four hundred and twenty-
six cases who are not possessed of negro blood and are 
not eourt claimants, but are persons of Choetaw and 
Chickasaw Indian blood, and who were unjustly denied by 
the Dawes commission. 

Persons who have a just claim to enrollment as 
citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations should write 
to Hon. chas# H. Burke, chairman of the house committee 
on Indian affairs, Washington, D. G.» and tell him 
whether they are mixed with white blood or negro blood. 
We emphatically deny that we are trying to pad the 
Choetaw and Chickasaw rolls with names of any persons 
who are not justly entitled to go upon them. 

A. J. LBS. 



CONFERENCE ON CRSACSR BILL 

McAlester, Okla., 
raroh 15* 

Ormande McHargie of New York, recently 
appointed attorney at Washington for the Choctaw 
nation, and D. C. Mccurtain and E• B. Hill of this city, 
general attorneys for the choctaws, are holding a con-
ference in Fort Smith, Ark., with Governor Green McCur-
tain, principal chief, relative to the pending creager 
bill for the settlement of tribal affairs. 


