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EDITORIAL ON CHOCTAW AND CHICKASAW INDIAN LAND 

That the Indian lands from which all restric-

tions have been removed by act of Congress are becom-

ing the object of grafters end land-grabbers is the 

statement of those who have been in the vicinity during 

the last several days. The tenderfoot, or the man 

unacquainted with the ways of the aborigine, stands 

just about as much chance in the speculation as the 

Indian himself. 

Strangers from the east alight in the vicinity 

of Pauls Valley, Duncan, Chickasha or Lindsey, observe 

the fertility and the genuine productiveness of the 

soil and are pleased. The land belongs to the choc-

taws, and the easterner starts out to locate the owner, 

but doesnTt find him. 

The reason is .apparent. The Choctaw lives 

over with the Chickasaws, but the easterner doesn't 

know it, and after a few daysT search goes back home. 

He will come again and pay the grafter a higher price. 



What is true of the Chickasaws and Choctaws 

also is true of the seminoles, the Cherokees and the 

Creeks. They are a great people to remain away from 

home. Apparently they do not want to he defrauded of 

their land by the white man. 

The grafter is another variety and does not 

give up so easily as his effete kindred from the 

Atlantic seaboard. He had dwelt among the Indians and 

has prospered. He knows the moods of the red man and 

does not hesitate to play upon them. When he discovers 

that the Choctaw is still within the state, for Miller 

Brothers carried away but a small per cent of the 

Indian inhabitants. His search continues, and usually 

he locates his man, secures a bargain and agrees to 

purchase, always at a small consideration, the property 

in question. 

"There have been sold and contracted for at 

least 5 ,400 ,000 acres of the 9 ,000 ,000 acres from which 

the restrictions have been removed," said one of these 

grafters yesterday afternoon. " I t is figured that 60 

per cent of the Indians will sell upon a small amount 

of solicitation, 20 per cent will require some insist-

ence, and the remaining 20 per cent will follow the 

example of the white man aid buy up land himself. 

"Twenty-five per cent has already been sold 



or contracted for and before the restrictions are 

finally removed on July 27, double the amount will 

have been exchanged, 

"The consideration is uaually from $15 to $25 . 

This laid, will sell for $40 to $60 and sometimes more 

in the hands of a white man. Little competition comes 

from the tenderfoot. He is the man that the grafter 

expects to make him his money. Later on the tenderfoot 

will return and will secure the land second-handed." 

All the purchasers are from Oklahoma or nearby 

states who know the commercial value of an Indian trade. 

Many Oklahoma City capitalists see in the bargain search, 

and the government is doing well to remove all clouds 

and other drawbacks which might inconvenience these 

gentlemen in reselling the property. 
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