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The senate was organized on the 6th by electing James Bower, 

a McCurtain man, of Scullyville county, president. The entire senate 

participated in the organization. The McCurtain faction organized the 

house on the same day with all regularly elected members present, by 

electing R. J. Ward, of Scullyville county, speaker. The McCurtain 

house has a safe majority. The Hunter faction, consisting of 10 

persons, met the afternoon of the same day and organized a house by 

electing J, M. Hodges, of Atoka county, speaker. Six of the persons 

assisting in this election hold certificates signed by Silas Cole, 

whom Oov. Dukes appointed supreme judge in place of Wesley Anderson, 

of the Third district, the story of whose re oval has been published. 

The senate would not recognize these certificates, it being held by 

the members that the removal of Anderson and the appointment of Cole 



was irregular, and without authority on the part of Gov. Dukes. 

Governor Dukes, acting without authority of law, according to 

the declaration of the MeCurtain men, declared the election of the 

members of the council from Tobucksy county and Towson county void. 

He appointed men for these counties. In Towson county his appointee 

is contesting the election of a member who, on the face of the 

returns, was elected by a majority of three to one. In Tobucksy county 

it is claimed by the MeCurtain forces that his appointee is a man who 

lives not only in another county but even in another district. The 

senate did not recognize the Hunter house and the MeCurtain house 

was recognized. The senate, in joint session with the MeCurtain house, 

held a joint session and chose a sergeant at arms. 

Governor Dukes' armed light horsemen have control of the 

capitol building and are excluding legally elected MeCurtain men, hav-

ing certificates of election. Marshal Hackett is cooperating with 

them. The official vote for governor has not been counted. 

From a gentleman who came from the scene of the trouble 

Tuesday night the conclusion of the special dispatch above given is 

contradicted, in so far as it reflects the attitude of Maj. Hackett. 

A special to the Ardmoreite Tuesday afternoon said that Maj. Hackett 

had taken the position that any member of the council, carrying a 

certificate of election, should be admitted to the capitol, regardless 

of whom he supported for governor. The gentleman who arrived last 

night said that Maj. Hackett made this statement repeatedly from the 



steps of the capitol and elsewhere the first day of the council. 

The gentleman heard him proclaim that he had come there to preserve 

order and that he aimed to do it. 'hen it was suggested that the 

governor's light horseman be disarmed and that the government should 

take a hand in organizing the council, he spurned it as a violation 

of the instructions of the attorney general. The above dispatch is 

on its face from an anti-Hunter source and the MeCurtain men might 

naturally, chafing under the highhanded actions of Gov. Dukes, feel 

that the marshal should intervene in their behalf, and on his failure 

to do so might construe it as "cooperating" with Dukes forces. But 

any one who knows Marshal Hackett knows that he is doing his duty as 

he sees it and he will continue to do so without regard for the 

feeling of any faction. 

THE HEWS is reliably informed that Maj. Hackett sent a dis-

patch to the attorney general setting forth the situation as he 

saw it then. He asked for further instructions and received the 

reply: "Seat no one, decide no questions but keep the peace." The 

fact that Gov. Dukes' official position enables him to do things 

which strike the MeCurtain forces as unreasonable and dictatorial 

does not change the attitude of the United States government. The 

abuses that they complain of must be rectified by some other means 

than force of arms. 

Through a violent Hunter partisan comes the story on the 

other hand that Indian Agent Shoenfelt is conspicuous as a MeCurtain 



partisan and that he has endeavored to get Marshal Hackett to 

intervene in McCurtain's behalf. But those who know Shoenfelt 

place no credence in this wild yarn either. The extract from the 

News Record following more likely represents the true situation: 

THE PRELIMINARY SKIRMISH. 

A staff correspondent to the Ft. Smith News Record under date 

of October 7, thus describes the preliminary skirmish: 

The national council of the Choctaw Nation convened here 

yesterday morning under such circumstances that for a time it looked 

as if the factional trouble so long anticipated would come to a head 

before a temporary organization was really affected. 

Both Hunter and McCurtain were on the grounds early and took 

charge of their forces in person. They stood ready to contest every 

inch of the ground, the feeling between the two factions were embittered 

over the alleged reports of political chicanery circulated by both 

sides since the gubernatorial election. 

McCurtain*s claim is that he was elected legally, which is 

disputed by the Hunter faction. 

In anticipation of the trouble Marshal Hackett and Indian 

Agent Shoenfelt had assembled the entire force of mounted police, 

fifty-three strong, and eight deputy marshals to maintain order. 

That they were needed was manifested early in the day when they 

promptly quelled what might have been serious disorder had it been 

allowed to continue. 



Soon after Governor Dukes, the retiring executive, called the 

session to order at 10 ofclock, a temporary organization was effected 

and the committee on credentials began passing upon the certificates 

of the councilman. The trouble began over two members-elect being 

denied admittance over alleged illegality in Tobucksy county. They 

were both MeCurtain men and MeCurtain himself became infuriated over 

the rejection of their credentials. He rushed from the capitol 

building and called upon his followers to see that he received justice. 

A number of MeCurtain adherents made a rush for the entrance. 

They were met by Marshal Hackett and the Indian police who, with Win-

chesters ready for firing, slowly forced the crowd back. 

Indian Agent Shoenfelt mounted the steps and addressed the 

crowd. 

"Gentlemen," he shouted, "I am here to preserve order. I 

have been requested by Governor Dukes to see that none but those holding 

certificates of election as members be admitted to the council. I 

am going to do my duty." 

Governor MeCurtain addressed the Indian agent. 

"If you can*t see that I get justice why don't you take your 

troops off the ground? he asked. 

"The United States government has nothing to do with this 

tribal muddle except to preserve order," responded Mr. Shoenfelt. 

"Marshal Hackett and myself will see that order is maintained as long 

as the council remains in session." 



letterings of anger followed his speech but no further attempt 

to enter the building was made, 

"hile the disorder was going on outside the two factions were 

fighting it out in the caucus room. The Hunter element proceeded with 

an election, the McCurtain faction refraining from voting. This ticket 

was elected: 

John M. Hodges, speaker. 

Logan Frazier, journalist. 

Henry Alexander, recording secretary. 

Solomon Nelson, doorkeeper. 

A. Clay, interpreter. 

A motion was made for an adjournment and carried with a rush. 

The McCurtain men remained in session and elected Robert Ward, 

Scullyville, as speaker, and Willie Cooper, of San Bois, as journalist. 

They remained in the room until after nightfall, ordering 

their supper brought to them, and refused to adjourn. 

At a late hour Gov. Dukes entered the caucus room and ordered 

them to retire and threatened to forcibly eject them unless they 

yielded. 

Seeing that Gov. Dukes was in earnest and that he was backed 

by the United States marshal, they made a motion to adjourn till 9 

o'clock today for the purpose of electing a sergeant of arms, which 

was carried. 



The situation is a peculiar one. The upper house (the Senate) 

stands 7 for MeCurtain to 5 for Hunter. The lower house is 11 for 

Hunter and 9 for MeCurtain. 

The Senate majority refuses to recognize the house majority 

and acts with the minority which ties both factions in joint session. 

So far it looks as if Hunter and his adherents have gained a 

slight advantage over MeCurtain. Governor Dukes' sympathy is known 

to be with Hunter, and should he deliver his annual message to the 

Hunter faction it looks as if the Secretary of the Interior will 

have to recognize Hunter as the legal governor. 

Governor Duke insists that his message must be delivered by 

Wednesday at the latest. 

Besides the two members, C. C. Sloat, of the lower house, 

and Ellis Bohanon, of the Senate, whose certificates of election 

were declared void yesterday on technical grounds, the council will 

have to probe into the right of H. L. Washington, of Towson county, 

to occupy a seat in the Senate. His place is being contested by H. P. 

Jacobs. Will Everidge, another MeCurtain man, stands a good chance 

to lose his seat on technical grounds. 

Both Hunter and MeCurtain are holding silent caucuses and 

outlining the battle to be fought. 

Marshal Hackett insured order last night disarming everybody 

not entitled to carry weapons. He seems, so far, to have firm con-

trol of the situation. 


