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EDITORIAL ON ELECTION OF GOVERNORS

Conceding the fact that whoever is nominated
by the Tuskahoma party in the Choctaw nation stands
an excellent show of being elected owing to the
large majority of that political party, this year's
contest presents a situation that predictions only
can measure the outcome, and these with no degree
of certainty.
All interest has now settled upon the fight
for principal chief, or governor.

Next Thursday

when the nominating convention is held at the Choctaw
capitol, this fight will be attended with more than
usual interest because an important step towards
the dissolution of the tribal government is contained
in the supplemental treaty that will be before the
people for ratification probably in a few weeks.
This important legislation has proven a bone of
contention.

A division in the party has resulted

over the endorsement of certain clauses specified in
the treaty.

In the original draft the agreement was

subjected to severe criticism, and the parties who
assisted in its promulgation were censured for their
work.

But the hands of congress has changed the

aspect of the treaty to no small degree and the clauses
that were found so objectionable are now modified, in
fact to such an extent that its ratification seems
probable should it pass congress at this session.
Two members of the Choctaw commission who
assisted in the drafting of the supplemental agreement will have their names before the convention
Thursday as candidates for governor.

Gov. Dukes,

the present incumbent, and former governor Green
McCurtain, both treaty men, have at this date a
following that v/arrants the belief that a fierce
struggle will be necessary if either would win.
Thus far McCurtain is known to have the
delegates from the following counties:
Scullyville, Sugar Loaf, San Bois, Boktucklo,
Atoka.

Jacks Fork, and one delegate, if not two,

from Tobucksey county; in all 20 pledged votes.
Results from Wolf and Towson counties are not full,
but it is safe to believe McCurtain will get one-

half of the delegations which, will run his total
vote up to 23..
Dukes* supporters claim the entire delegations from Kiamitia, Blue, Jackson, Bed River, Wade,
Cedar and Eagle counties, with one vote from the
Tobucksey county delegation, which will give him
at least 22 votes.
It will be seen from this calculation that
Blue county is put down for Dukes, when in reality
is instructed for Hon. T. W. Hunter.

Mr. Hunter

has never announced his candidacy, but there is
every reason to believe that Gov. Dukes will pull
off in his favor if he sees that the nomination
will otherwise go to McCurtain.

With the entire

DukesT support and at least three votes from the
McCurtain delegation that has been promised him,
Mr. Hunter stands a good chance of being nominated
as a dark horse.
It is said that Dukes promised to withdraw
in HunterTs favor several weeks ago, but the deal
was never consumated.

There are many who consider

Hunter the strongest man of the tree because he has
kept free from the treaty and has opposed its
ratification from the start.

The support of Gov. Dukes, if it comes up to
the expectation of his friends, who are confident of
22 votes, will be a surprise to many who have considered the governor's political fortunes on the
wane.
MeCurtain is a strong candidate and his
nomination is considered very probable unless a
dark horse is intorduced into the race.

