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EDITORIAL ON CHOCTAW CONVENTION 

Following are resolutions passed by citizens of the Choctaw 
Nation in convention assembled at South McAlester, I. T., July 12, 
1895: 

Whereas, we the citizens of the Choctaw Nation, regardless 

of party affiliations, in convention assembled at Hartshorn®, I. T, 

July 10, 1895, realizing the danger which surrounds us affecting our 

tribal government and the tenure of our lands and feeling that we 

have no interest in conmon with the other three Nations, viz: 

The Creeks, Cherokees, and Seminoles, as we have more at stake, 

having everything to lose and nothing to gain, and believing that 

whatever is done in this line should be done at once, and, 

Whereas, the change contemplated affects the great mass 

of our people, the poor and uneducated, whose rights it is our 

duty to protect and promote, that class of our people who are becom-

ing poorer and more dependent each year, and, 

Whereas the U. S. courts, in the Indian Territory are gradu-

ally encroaching on and depriving our courts of their jurisdiction 



making it impossible to properly enforce our laws, and, 

Whereas, we have evidence to believe that the U* S. congress 

is taking steps to make radical changes affecting our government and 

the holdings of our lands, and, 

Whereas, we believe that if we refuse to recognize the steps 

taken by the government on this line; that the government is preparing, 

in sectionizing this country, to settle this question for us, in which 

case we are confident that such settlement will be detrimental to 

our future 7/elfare, and, 

Whereas, we believe that in case of dissolution of our 

tribal relations, being the party most interested, we should have 

the complete control of the division of our possessions, and, 

Whereas, we are informed by the Commissioners and also by 

other parties in authority at Washington that if we take this question 

up of our own free will then we will have the authority to dictate 

terms to the U. S. government, and it will accept them which we are 

confident would be to the best interest of our people. Therefore, 

be it 

Resolved by this convention that we hereby memorialize the 

General Council, in regular session, October 1895, to enact a law 

creating a Commission to confer with the Dawes Commission and what-

ever terms be agreed upon by the Commission shall be submitted by 

the council to the people to be voted on. 



SHEEN MCCURTAIN, Ch'm'n. 

E. WRIGHT, Sec'y, 

JOHN SIMPSON, 

3. P. NELSON, 

S. E. IJ3WI3, 

J. C. FULSOM, 

SAMSON HOLSEN, 

E. B. PJSLEY, 

EMI SON JAMES, 

JOHN PICKENS, 

J. J. MOORE, 

J. H. MILLER. 
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