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EDITORIAL ON CHOCTAWS 

The leading Choc taws 7/ere to have met at 
Hartshorne yesterday to take such steps as are deemed 
best in reference to the allotment of their lands. This 
is the first meeting of the Choctaws since the return of 
the Dawes commission. The delegates who attended the 
Eufaula conference were in no sense the authorized 
delegates of this nation. The council alone has the 
power of appointment, and as Gov.Gardner has not yet 
called that body together for the purpose of appointing 
delegates the Choctaws have not given a formal reply to 
the Dawes commission. It is generally believed, however, 
by the leading Choctaws that something must be done. 
The president and the Dawes commission have repeatedly 
warned them, as friends, of the impending danger and they 
have had due time to meditate and consider what actions 
would be best for them in the coming change. In support 
of our views on this subject we clip the following lan-



guage of Green McCurtain to a Herald reporter at South 
McAlester last week. He said he had reached a point 
where he viewed with alarm the thickening dangers that 
threaten the present property rights of the Choctaw 
people. He says his people have failed to comprehend 
the dark forebodings of a fast approaching and not too 
friendly congress. He, for one, has done everything 
in his power to avert disaster by treating with the 
commission, and thereby naming the terms of agreement 
in the manner most agreeable and profitable to his people. 
Pie says the Indians are more capable of determining what 
suited them best better than congress, and that it is 
his duty to act, being true to himself he must face the 
issue. Matters are growing worse daily, we, as a people, 
cannot hope to stem the tide of public opinion. It 
matters not how righteous our cause the die is cast in 
spite of any wish or opinion that we may have to the 
contrary. I feel almost like saying that if the 
Choctaws refuse to treat with the coiamission, I, person-
ally, propose to go after everything in sight. The 
above is the truth in a nutshell and if heeded by the 
Indians will be a blessing to them. If they would only 
treat with the commission for the townsite property they 
might save their lands to themselves for many years to 
come. 
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