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TO - .R OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CEOCTAW 
"ATI0> IT: GENERAL COUNCIL, ASSEI'-'BTifn 

I re tur herewith An Act of the General Council r e fus ing to 

accept the Annual repor t of S. K. Woods, Na t i ona l auditor of the Choctaw 

i; [ at ion, w i th my v e t o . 

I note that i t was not accepted because a warrant was issued to 

!; r . K arr ison as f o i l o w s : 

No. 8 - t , f o r $500.00, dated October 7.2/" T90Q, and payable to 
¥ra. H. Harr ison, on account of "Act of Council approved October 12, 1900" 

"his Act was never returned by the P res iden t , and t h e r e f o r e , 

became a law by l i m i t a t i o n . I t i s provided that the Pres ident s a l l 

approve or dis-approve of the Acts of the General Council w i th in t&mrty 

days. This was ne i the r dis-approved or approved w i th in that time and 

I hold that the law, the -efore, under which th i s warrant was issued i s of 

f u l l f o r c e and e f f e c t and the warrant i s , t h e r e f o r e , l e g a l . 

I t i s , a l so , claimed in the preamble of t h i s Act that the 

a t i ona l Auditor issued h i s warrants to N a n s f i e l d , NcNurray and Cornishv 

to the amunt of #10,513.06; that these warrants were issued under an Act 

of the General Council passed and approved at the regular session of 

October, 1900, e n t i t l e d ; 

"AN ACT f o r the payment of c e r ta in cont ingent expenses necessary 
to protec t the i n t e r e s t s of the Nat ion, and increas ing the cont ingent fund 
o f th e P r inc i pa1 Ohie f t h e r e f o r . " 

i l l e g a l l y ; because t i e law was dis-approved by the Pres ident and was 

t h e r e f o r e of no f o r c e or e f f e c t . 

T he ld that the above law, carry ing wi h i t an appropr ia t ion 

was necessary f o r the operat ion of the Choctaw government and that i t 
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should have net been forwarded f o r 'Ixecut.-ve approval . v"e are al lowed 

to appropr iate f o r the necessary expenses of the operat ion of our govern -

ment and i t does not ha^e to "be forwarded f o r .Executive approval to be-

come ope ra t i v e . I hold that the law is o p e r a t i v e t in that i t was f o r 
I 

the n e c e s s a r y expenses of the Government. There fo re , th. e warrants 

issued by the Nat ional Auditor , issued under th i s ac t , are j u s t and l e g a l 

f o r the reason tha. said law i s in f u l l f o r ce and e f f e c t and are ope ra t i v e 

Re sp ec t f u l l j r submi t ted, 

JL 0 
™ National Secretary, 

S. -J. HOMJEK, Caddo. L T. 

National Treasurer. 
GEO. W. SCOTT, SansBois, I. T . 

National Auditor, 
P.J. HUDSON, Tushkahoma, I. T . 

National Attorney, 
•TAS. CULBERSON, Leflore, I. T . 



" _ ......J.'''"'* : 

Your corcini t t e e , to whom was r e f e r r e d the annual r e p o r t o f S.H. 

Woods, Nat ional Aud i t o r , f o r the f i s c a l year ended September 30, 

1901, have c a r e f u l l y examined the r e p o r t , and would r e s p e c t f u l l y 

rep or t as f" ol how s : 
» 

( 1 . ) Mr.Woods has i ssued warrants , wi thout au thor i t y o f law, 

on the c e r t i f i c a t e s o f d i s t r i c t c l e r k s , to the amount of $102.20. 

(2 * ) At the r e gu la r sess ion of October , 1900, the General 

Council passed an act appropr i a t ing $500,00 f o r the r e l i e f o f 

Wi l l iam H.Harr i son . immediately a f t e r the approval o f the ac t 

by the P r inc i pa l C h i e f , the Nat iona l Aud i to r issued a warrant to 

Mr.Harr is on as f o 1 lows : 

No .8 -J , f o r $500*00, dated October 12, 1900, and payable to 
Wm H.Harr ison* on account o f MAct o f Council approved October 12, 
1900." 

Our i n v e s t i g a t i o n shows that the a c t , under which th is 

warrant was i s sued , has not been approv_ed_by the P r es iden t o f the 

United S t a t e s . Mr.Woods should have wa i t ed u n t i l the a c t had 

been approved by the P res ident o f the United S ta tes b e f o r e i s su ing 

a warrant thereunder. Your committee concl udes that the above 

warrant was i s s i ^d wi thout au tho r i t y of law and i s , t h e r e f o r e , 

i l l g e l j j f . The Nat ional Treasurer has r e fused to accept the warrant 

but we understand that the same has been cashed f o r Mr.Harri son 

by one of the D i s t r i c t C o l l e c t o r s . inasmuch as the warrant i s 

i l l e g a l , and i s y e t outs tand ing , and inasmuch as Mr.Woods i s l i a b l e 

to the Choctaw Nat ion f o r the amount of sa id warrant, we b e l i e v e 

that Mr.Harr ison should be r equ i r ed to reimburse the amount of the 

warrant to Mr.Woods. 

( 3 . ) There was passed by the General Council at the r e g u l a r 

sess ion o f October, 1900, an act e n t i t l e d "An Act f o r the payment 

of c e r t a i n cont ingent expenses necessary to p r o t e c t the i n t e r e s t s 

of the Na t i on , and inc reas ing the cont ingent fund of the P r i n c i p a l 
* 

Chief t h e r e f o r . " Under th i s a c t , the Nat iona l Audi tor issued 



warrants to the amount of $10,513.06, as f o l l o w s : 

Mans f i e ld , McMurray & Cornish, Salary Account. 

No. Date To Whom Time of Serv i ce Amount 
- — - — . - — — ...........— — . . - - _ — 

54-j Feby 13,1901 Mansf i e l d , McMurray From Apr i l 1,1900 
& Cornish to Jany 31,1901. . . 1 520.83 

55-3 Feby 13,1901 it From Apr i l 1,1900 
to J any 31 ,1901. . . 520»83 

56 - I Feby 13,1901 t» From Apr i l 1,1900 
to Jany 31 ,1901. .. 520.83 

57-j Feb:y 13,1901 tf From Apr i l 1,1900 
to Jany 31,1901. . . 520.83 

77-i Apr 19,1901 M From Feby 1 ,19 01 Apr 
to Mar 31 ,1901 104.17 

78- j Apr 19,1901 M From Feby 1 ,1901 
to Mar 31,1901 104.17 

79-J Apr 19,1901 « From Feby 1 ,1901 
to Mar 31,1901 104.17 

80-J Apr 19,1901 w From Feby 1»19 01 
to Mar 31 ,1901 104.17 

102- J Aug • 24,1901 II From Mar 31 ,1901 
to July, 31 ,1901. . . 200.00 

103- J Aug. 24,1901 II From Mar 31,1901 
to July 31 ,19 01. . . 200.00 

104- j Aug. 24,1901 w From Mar 31 ,19 01 
to July 31 ,1901. . . • 200 .00 

105- j Aug . 24,1901 If From Mar 31 ,1901 
to July 31,1901. . . • 233.30 

Total o f $3 ,333.30 

Mansf i e l d , McMurray & Cornish, Expense Account. 

No. Dat e To Whom Time of Sse rv i ce Amount 

58-J Feby 13,1901 Mans f ie Id ,McMurray From Apr i l 1,1900 
& Cornish to Oc t .29 ,1900 . . . . f l ,547.95 

81 -J Apr 19,1901 M From Nov.1,1900 
toJany 31,1901 952.05 

106- i Aug. 24,1901 it From Feby 1,1901 
to July 31 ,1901 . . . 1 ,513.10 

107- J A ug . 24,19 01 w From Feby 1,1901 
to July 31,1901. . . 250.00 

Total o f Expense |4 ,263.10 
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warrants to the amount of* $10,513.06, as f o l l o w s : 

Mans f i e ld , McMurray & Cornish, Salary Account. 

No. Date To Whom Time of Serv i ce Amount 

54-j Feby 13,1901 Mansfield,McMurray From Apr i l 1,1900 
& Cornish to Jany 31,1901. . ,$ 520.83 

55- j Feby 13,1901 M From Apr i l 1,1900 
to Jany 31 ,1901. . . 520.83 

56-} Feby 13,1901 " From Apr i l 1,1900 
to J any 31,1901. . . 520 .83 

57-j Feby 13,1901 " From Apr i l 1,1900 
to Jany 31,1901. . . 520.83 

77-j Apr 19,1901 " From Foby 1 ,19 01 
to Mar 31 ,1901 . . . . 104.17 

78-j Apr 19,1901 M From Feby 1,1901 
to Mar 31,1901 . . . . 104.17 

79-i Apr 19,1901 11 From Feby 1,1901 
to Mar 31,1901 104.17 

80- j Apr 19,1901 tt From Feby 1*1901 
to Mar 31 ,1901 . . . . 104.17 

102-J Aug. 24,1901 w From Mar 31 ,1901 
to July 31 ,19 0 1 . . . 200,00 

103-j Aug. 24,1901 " From Mar 31 ,1901 
to July 31,19-01... 200.00 

104-j Aug. 24,1901 " From Mar 31 ,19 01 
to July 31 ,1901 . . . . 200.00 

105-3 Aug. 24,1901 " From Mar 31 ,1901 
to July 31,1901 233.30 

Total o f Sa lary Account $3,333.30 

Mansf ie ld , McMurray & Cornish, Expense Account. 

No. Date To Whom Time of Sse rv i ce Amount 

58-J Feby 13,1901 Mansf ie Id ,McMurray From Apr i l 1,1900 
& Cornish to Oct .29 ,1900. . . .$1 ,547.9 5 

81-J Apr 19,1901 M From Nov.1,1900 
toJany 31 ,1901. . . . 952.05 

106-j Aug• 24,1901 " From Feby 1,1901 
to July 31,1901. . . 1,513.10 

107-j Aug . 24,1901 w From Feby 1,1901 
to July 31 ,1901. . . 250.00 

Total o f Expense Account , . . ? $4,263.10 
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Page #3. 

D.W.Mulvane, Expense Account. 

No. Date To Whom issued Quarter Ended Amount 

95- j July 1,19 01 D.W.Mulvane March 31,1901 $ 416,66 
96~j July 1, 1901 " June 30, 1901 1,250.00 
1 20-j Oct. 1,1901 " Sept 30, 1901 1 ,250.00 

Total .|2,916.66 . 

inasmuch as the a c t , under which the f o r ego ing warrants were 

issued t o Mans f i e l d , McMurray & Cornish jmd to D.W.Mulvane, was dis-

approved by the President of the United S ta tes , a l l warrants issued 

there unde r we re i s s ued wi t hout a ut hoi' i ty of 1 aw and a re, t he r e f ore , 

i l l e g a l . 

( 4 . ) Soon a f t e r the Supplementary Treaty had been s igned on 

Fenruary 7 , 1901, the Pr inc ipa l Ch ie f , G.W.Dukes, went to Washing-

ton w i th a v iew o f securing speedy act ion by Congress on the t rea ty 

For the expenses of that t r i p , he d i r e c t ed the National Audi tor 

to issue to warrants of § f , 000.00 each in f a v o r of the Pr inc ipa l 

Ch i e f , which $2,000.00 were deducted from the amount appropr ia te t 

at the r egu lar session of October, 19 00, f o r the expenses of the 

C i t i zensh ip Commission. Said two warrants are as f o l l o w s : 
V 

Date To Whom issued Amount 

Feby 15, 1901 G.W.Dukes $1,000,00 
Feby 15,1901 w 1,000.00 

Total $2,000.00 

Your committee b e l i e v e s that i t was improper to charge 

the expenses of th i s tr ip to the C i t i z ensh ip Commission, and that 

the above two warrants were issued without author i ty of law, and 

a re , the re f o re , i 11 e gal . 

( 5 . ) jn an a c t , approved by the Pres ident of the United 

States February 3, 19 01, e n t i t l e d "An Ac t p rov id ing f o r a commiss-

ion to t r e a t w i th the United States Commission to the F ive C i v i l i z -

ed Tr ibes r e l a t i v e to c los ing the c i t i z ensh ip r o l l a" the amount of 

$200.00 was appropr iated to meet a l l the expenses of the commission 



The Nat iona l Aud i tor has issued warrants under t h i s ac t to the 

amount o f $238.00, t ins exceed ing the app rop r i a t i on by $38.00. 

Your committee has a l r eady re commended to the present 

General Council tha t the P r inc i pa l Chie f be d i r e c t e d to requi re 

Mans f i e l d , McMurray & Cornish and D.W.Mulvane to submit to the 

nex t ganeral counci l i t em i z ed accounts o f t h e i r s e r v i c e s and ex -

penses. When the next general counci l has that i n f o rma t i on , i t 

may then cons ider the a d v i s a b i l i t y o f appropri at ing money to take 

up the warrants issued to the sa id M a n s f i e l d , McMurray and Cornish 

and D.W.Mulvane under the act e n t i t l e d "An Act f o r the payment o f 

c e r t a i n cont ingent expenses necessary to p r o t e c t the i n t e r e s t s 

of the Nat i on , and inc r eas ing the cont ingent fund of the P r inc ipa l 

t h e r e f o r " , r e f e r r e d to more p a r t i c u l a r l y in paragraph 3, o f th i s 

r e p o r t ; bu t , inasmuch as a l l o f the f o r e g o i n g w a r r a n t s were i s -

sued wi thout au thor i t y of law K*xiXM and are , t h e r e f o r e , i l l e g a l , 

your committee b e l i e v e s that S.H.Woods, Nat ional Auditor*, should 

be requ i red to reimburse the Nat iona l Treasury the f o l l o w i n g 

amoun t s ; 

Warrants i l l e g a l l y i ssued on c e r t i f i c a t e s o f 
d i s t r i e t c le rks , $ 102.20 

Warrant i l l e g a l l y issued t o Wm H . H a r r i s o n . . . . . . . . . 500.00 

Warrants i l l e g a l l y issued under the act e n t i t l e d 
"AN A c t f o r the payment o f c e r t a i n cont ingent 

expenses necessary to p r o t e c t the i n t e r e s t s o f 
the Na t i on , and i n c r eas ing the cont ingent fund 
of the p r inc ipa l Chief t h e r e f o r , $.10 ,513.06 

Warrants i l l e g a l l y issued t o G.W.Dukes, 
p r inc ipa l Chief • • 2,000.00 

Warrants issued in excess of amount appropr ia ted 
to de f ray expenses of commission c r ea t ed under 
act appr cved Febr uary 3 , 1 9 0 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 38.00 

Grand T o t a l , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$13,153.26 
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Your commi 11e e woul d, t he re f o r e , re commend t, he ado p 11 on 

of the f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n : 

Be J t Enacted by the General Council o f the Choctaw 
Nat ion Assernbl ed, - ~ 

Sec t ion 1. That the annual r epo r t of S .H.Woods, Nat ional 

Aud i to r , f o r the f i s c a l year ended September 30, 1901, be , and the 

same i s h e r e b y , not accepted . 

Sect ion 2 . That the Nat ional Treasurer i s hereby author ized 

and d i r e c t e d to make demand on the sa id S.H.Woods, Nat iona l Aud i -

t o r , f o r the amount of $13,153.26, and to make r epo r t of h i s a c t -

ions under th i s r e s o l u t i o n to the next genera l c ounc i l . 

Sect ion 3 . That t h i s r e s o l u t i o n sha l l take e f f e c t and be 

in f o r c e f rom and a f t e r i t s passsg e end approva l . 

P j NANCE COMMITTEE, 

ha im an 

H ^ i t^L J U ^ ^ J ^ J I A * emb e r s 
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