
I  a n d  m a n y  C h e r o k e e s  s h a r e  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e  P o n c a s
i n  y o u r  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  s t a t u t e .  I n  t h e  l e a s t  i t  i s
i n s e n s i t i v e  t o  a  v e r y  p a i n f u l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C h e r o k e e s .

We h a v e  n o t  p l a n n e d  a  p u b l i c  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  w h o l e  1 9 9 3  C h e r o k e e  
S t r i p  C e l e b r a t i o n .  We f i n d  t h a t  i n  m a n y  w a y s  a  r e s p o n s e  b y  t h e  
C h e r o k e e  N a t i o n  a d d s  d i g n i t y  t o  t h e  e v e n t .  We p l a n  t o  i s s u e  o n e  
r e s p o n s e  d u r i n g  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 9 3 ,  p r e s e n t i n g  o u r  s i d e  t o  t h e  
" c e l e b r a t i o n . "  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  C h a d  S m i t h ,  ( 9 1 8 )  4 5 8 -  
9 4 4 0  w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  v i s i t  w i t h  y o u .

A g a i n ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  a n d  s t a n d  o n  i s s u e .Sincerely Yours,

P r i n c i p a l  C h i e f

1 . Forem an, G ra n t,  The F iv e  C i v i l i z e d  T r ib e s .  Norman, U n iv e r s i ty  o f  Oklahoma 
P r e s s ,  1933 ( r e p r i n t e d  1 9 6 8 ); R oyce, C h a r le s ,  The C herokee N a tio n  o f  I n d ia n s .  
C h ic a g o , A d lin e  P u b l is h in g  Co. 1975; T re a ty  o f  New E c h o ta , December 2 9 , 1935, 7 
S t a t  478 .

2 . T r e a ty  o f  May 6, 1828, 7 S t a t .  311. 
ARTICLES OF A CONVENTION

WHEREAS, i t  b e in g  th e  a n x io u s  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  Governm ent o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
t o  s e c u r e  t o  t h e  C herokee N a tio n  o f  I n d ia n s ,  a s  w e ll  th o s e  now l i v i n g  w i th in  th e  
l i m i t s  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  o f  A rk a n sa s , a s  th o s e  o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  and b r o th e r s  who 
r e s i d e  i n  S t a t e s  E a s t  o f  t h e  M is s i s s i p p i ,  and who may w ish  to  j o in  t h e i r  b r o th e r s  
o f  t h e  W est, a  perm anen t home, and w hich s h a l l ,  u n d e r  th e  m ost solem n g u a ra n te e  
o f  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  b e , and rem a in , t h e i r s  f o r e v e r — a home t h a t  s h a l l  n e v e r , 
i n  a l l  f u tu r e  t im e , be e m b a rra sse d  by h a v in g  e x te n d e d  a ro u n d  i t  th e  l i n e s ,  o r  
p la c e d  o v e r  i t  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  a T e r r i t o r y  o r  S t a t e ,  n o r  be p r e s s e d  upon by 
t h e  e x te n s io n ,  in  any way, o f  any o f  th e  l i m i t s  o f  any e x i s t i n g  T e r r i t o r y  o r  
S t a t e .

ART. 2 . The U n ited  S t a t e s  a g re e  t o  p o s s e s s  th e  C h e ro k ees , and t o  g u a ra n te e  
i t  t o  them  f o r e v e r ,  and t h a t  g u a ra n te e  i s  h e re b y  so lem n ly  p le d g e d , o f  sev en  
m i l l i o n s  o f  a c r e s  o f  la n d , to  be bounded a s  f o l lo w s ,  v i z .  Commencing a t  t h a t  
p o in t  on A rk an sas  R iv e r  w here th e  E a s te rn  Choctaw  boundary  l i n e  s t r i k e s  s a id  
R iv e r ,  and ru n n in g  th e n c e  w ith  th e  W estern  l i n e  o f  A rk a n sa s , a s  d e f in e d  in  th e  
f o re g o in g  a r t i c l e ,  t o  t h e . . .

In  a d d i t io n  t o  th e  seven  m i l l i o n s  o f  a c r e s  th u s  p ro v id e d  f o r ,  and bounded, 
t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  f u r t h e r  g u a ra n te e  t o  th e  C herokee  N a tio n  a p e r p e tu a l  o u t l e t ,  
W est, and a f r e e  and u n m o les ted  u se  o f  a l l  th e  C o u n try  ly in g  West o f  t h e  W estern  
b o u n d a ry  o f  t h e  above d e s c r ib e d  l i m i t s ,  and a s  f a r  West a s  th e  s o v e re ig n ty  o f  th e  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  and t h e i r  r i g h t  o f  s o i l  e x te n d .
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