
D e a r  W i l m a ,  

I  h o p e  th is  le t te r  f in d s  y o u  a n d  y o u r  fa m ily ,  in  g o o d  h e a lth  a n d  in  

good 
spirits. I a m  g la d  to  h e a r yo u  re c o ve re d  fro m  

y o u r  re c e n t s u rg e ry . I  a m  a  s in g le  m o t h e r  o f  t h r e e  y o u n g  

sons, ages 9 , 8 , a nd  4 . I am  e m ployed  

a t  M c K e e B a k i n g  C o m p a n y  a l s o  k n o w  a s  L i t t l e  D e b b i e  i n  

A rk a n s a s . I h a v e  w o rk e d  fu ll t im e  s in ce  th e  se p e r- a tio n  o f 

t h e  c h i ld r e n s  f a t h e r .  I t  h a s  a lm o s t b e e n  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h a t  I  h a v e  

been on my own. I rece ive  

n o  ch ild  su p p o rt o r a n y  k in d  o f a ss is ta n ce .

Tim es often becom e d ifficult, 

b u t  s o m e h o w  w e  s e e m  t o  p u l l  t h r o u g h . A  f e w  w e e k s  a g o  I  

ca m e  d o w n  w ith  s tre p t th ro a t, th e re fo re  I  m is s e d  th re e  

d a y s  o f  w o r k .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k  w e  w e r e  o n  v a c a t i o n .  

N e e d le s s  to  s a y  I  r e c ie v e d  o n ly  a  t w o  d a y  c h e c k  t o  p a y m y  r e n t  

o f  $ 2 5 0 .0 0 , e le c t r ic  o f  $ 1 1 8 .0 0  a n d  w a te r  o f  $ 4 0 .0 0 .  I t  

i s  n o t  o f t e n  t h a t  I  a s k  f o r  h e l p  f r o m  a n y o n e  u n l e s s  I  a b s o l u t e l y  

c a n  n o t  d o  i t  m y s e l f .  I  a m  a  p r o u d  A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  

and it is very difficult to bring 

m y s e l f  t o  a s k  f o r  h e l p  w i t h  a n y t h i n g .  W h e n t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  

m y  c h i l d r e n  i s  c o n c e r n e d  I  s h a l l  d o  w h a t  I  h a v e  t o  d o  t o  

t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e m .  I w e n t  t o  t h e  C h e r o k e e  N a t i o n  o f f i c e  

in  Ja y , O k la . to  a s k  fo r  a s s is t a n c e  in  h e lp in g  p a y  m y  b i l ls  

s o  th a t  I c o u l d  g e t  c a u g h t  u p  a n d  b a c k  o n  m y  f e e t .  B e f o r e  I


