
"We love our country because it is beautiful, because we were born here.

Someday strangers will covet it and try to possess it.... then there must be war, unless we 
have grown to be cowards without love in our hearts for our native land.”

Plenty Coups

C r o w  E l e c t r i c  P o w e r  C o r p o r a t i o n

July 2, 1993

M r. John Y oung 
Big H orn County News 
204 N. C enter 
H ardin M ontana 59034

D ear John,

Thank you for calling m e yesterday to let m e know  that C lara N om ee has finally adm itted to signing 
an agreem ent with S ierra Energy Com pany. W hile it is im portant that this inform ation is brought 
to the attention o f all Crow Tribal M em bers, I am  saddened that it has been kept secret from  us (for 
how long? 6 m onths, 9 m onths? m ore?), and our duly elected representatives in our D istricts, the 
Crow Tribal Executive Com m ittee.

This secrecy is not the way o f the Crow Tribe. The Crow Tribe —  through the Crow Tribal 
Executive C om m ittee —  is supposed to receive inform ation o f this im portance, discuss their 
relative m erits (as you so accurately pointed out in your editorial) and then, and only then, can the 
Crow Tribal M em bers m ake an inform ed decision. That decision is voiced to the Crow  Tribal 
Executive C om m ittee M em ber in their D istrict w ho is responsible to their constituents to present 
their view s to the Crow Tribal A dm inistration.

W hen, as in this case (and possibly others we d o n ’t yet know  about), im portant inform ation is kept 
secret from  the Crow  Tribal Executive Com m ittee they do not have any basis upon w hich to inform  
their constituents, the Crow Tribal M em bers in their D istricts. Then, in turn, our People obviously 
have no basis upon which to m ake a fully inform ed decision on m atters w hich affect not only them , 
but fu ture generations yet unborn.

You have asked m e for m y reaction to C lara’s adm ission that she really  did sign an agreem ent, after 
denying that she had. I have given you part o f m y reaction. The o ther part is probably shared by 
m any others. I am  sure that the Crow  Tribal Executive C om m ittee, and their constituents, the Crow 
Tribal M em bers, w ill w ant to know  if  anything else has been kept secret. F o r exam ple: H ow  m uch 
is the Crow  tribe projected to receive from  this “Secret Sierra P ro ject?” H as the Crow  Tribal 
A dm inistration received any m oney to date from  the “ Secret Sierra P ro ject?” If  so, how  m uch, and 
how was it spent?
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