against the Creeks in 1814 under General Andrew Jackson. Some of
you may wish the boys had killed their general at that time instead
of Creeks because he caused you so much trouble twenty years later.
He was a member of the convention that framed the Cherokee
constitution of 1827 and president of the convention that drew up
the constitution of 1839 here at Tahlequah.
Representatives of the Old Settler Cherokees and the Anti-treaty
party had just met at the Illinois Camp Ground, a mile and a half
down the Town Branch from here, and labored together through July
and August of 1839 trying to harmonize the factions that had arisen
over the question of removal and reunite them into one government,
George Lowrey and Sequoyah worked hand in hand to effect this
union. Finally, on August 23, 1839, the Act of Union was drawn up
and signed. Then, on September 6, a convention was called to meet
on the square at Tahlequah to draw up a new constitution and elect
officers for the united government, George Lowrey was elected
president of that convention.
I hold in my hand the original address written and delivered by
President George Lowrey to the constitutional convention that
convened here on the square September 6, 1839. He delivered this
speech on the second day of the convention, September 7.
It is
written with pencil in Cherokee characters on common tablet paper.
It was translated into English for me by the late "ill Sevier" who
at that time lived on Double Springs creek north of Hulbert. As
you see, this speech was delivered right in the middle of that
period of chaotic strife, less than three months after the
assassination of Loudinot and Rieges, in keeping with Lowrey's
whole philosophy of life he naturally spoke at this time urging
peace and unity.
The following quotation from this speech will give you something of
its general importance.
This is one of the most glorious achievements to which you Cherokee
people have yet attained. You have already united into one body
and drawn up a set of laws to govern men... If you do not support
and uphold those whom you select for Principal Chief and Assistant
Chief they can do nothing.
The laws shall be in the hands of these officers and it shall be
their duty to enforce them. By them these laws shall be made known
to you from time to time.
I shall do all within my power and
strength to uphold and enforce the sacred laws for our government,
and I shall strive never to swerve from my duty nor from mv
country.
I admonish you that you must love one another, be of a united mind,
and look forward to future generations who are to take our place.
And I say to you "that you must not be concerned with your own
selfish interests by you must look forward to the best interest of
other people living in the distant future.
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