Dear Wilma Mankiller
I have felt very shy in writing this letter because of it's unusual and personal nature
I trust your acceptance of the sincerity in which it is written. That you must be very
busy I realize but hope you will find time to address this issue.
A mysterious childhood event has stuck in my mind and the fast few years become
persistent. When I was about ten i remember a visit by several strangers. They sat
around our kitchen table and talked for hours (not in itself unusual) Trained to be
quiet around adults I was allowed at the table
I do not know what was discussed but distinctly remember the matter revolved
around a person or persons with the surname Mankiller. I remember because I had a
strong reaction to the name and mentioned it to my mother after the people left She
admonished me severely saying "you should always have respect for other's names"
(My adult attitude is certainly respectful, please do not be offended at my long ago,
childhood reaction.) I am not positive but seem to remember the same name as my
father's sister, my Aunt Wilma, mentioned.
This meeting felt some how secretive I have a vague sense that it could have
included concerns over living situations and perhaps some consideration for
residence with us. I really do not know.
Because of the rarity of the name Mankiller it seems a possibility that this event may
have some connection with you and is not merely coincidental I wonder what this
possible connection is. Could it be that we are related or that your family was friends
with mine? Do you know of others with the name Mankiller this might be connected
to? Because of my lack of family ties and history the issue is meaningful.
This event must have taken place approximately 1957 in Kelseyville Lake County
Calif. Do you know of any one in your family or with connection to your family that
might have taken a trip to or been in our area for some reason around that time?
My father's name was Wallace Genar Price and his father was Thomas Earl Price
His mother was Velma Medill My mother's name was Margaret Ruth Campbell I
believe her mother's maiden name was Berry. A close family friend was Henry Mullen
(or Mulden?), Lake County Indian historian.
Chances may be slim that this bit of mystery will be solved but I thought it might
interest you and that you could possibly shed some light on it.
Thankyou for your kind attention,
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