Interviewer:
In your recent meetings with President Clinton and other leaders what kind of broad
goals were discussed for ensuring the culture and economic health of the tribes, and do you
think we are moving on that agenda?
Wilma:
There were a lot of good discussions there. I liked the meeting at the White House
because the White House didn’t try to control everything. They didn't say you only have
45 minutes and then “we are out of here.” They allowed for traditional tribal leaders to take
their time and have prayers and ceremonies and have discussion. There was a spiritual
element to the conference as well as the more programmatic kinds of discussions.
I don’t know about moving the agenda forward. I tell you I don’t think either the
Republicans or Democrats really care about Native people. I think that we are like a little
tiny blip on their screen and so I guess I will say that I think we have had a lot more access
with the Clinton people in office than we have ever had before and for Clinton personally, I
think he has a good heart and I think he means well, and he’s very, very bright and so I am
still with him, but I think that for the government as a whole, I am not sure that they
understand the true history of this country. I don’t think they understand tribal
governments and I don’t think they understand Native people. I think they are like wellmeaning social workers and so they might mean well, but they really don’t understand
what is going on. But in terms of moving the agenda forward, I think that we are going to
have to move the agenda forward, that we are going to have to be pro-active, that we are
going to have to take our issues and move them forward ourselves. Without the support, I
don’t think we can expect to be anymore than a blip on the screen of the people in
Washington, because we are not large in numbers or we are not rich. I don’t think that’s
necessarily cynical, that’s just the way things work in Washington.
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