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*nded to u»r stories of dU 
• denial mechankvn, toaiat 

/eport of abuses against CSrtl 
>»dly forces mutt really have re 

m the other tide work log In bus
inf become Intrigued by the largely 

iveitlgaied dynamics of human right*
>use In the oontrm war. I decided to try to 

wort through the wilderness war tones me 
thodically, fathering testimony village by 
village, and checking published reports 
mgalnst evidence on the scene. It was a 
method S had used In the last. Id 1*83 2 had 
conducted an historical Investigation for '*60 
Minutes*' of a village In Florida that was 
burned down in 1923. The village, a secluded 
wilderness enclave Inhabited mostly by resi 
( ents who were black, had been attacked se
cretively by hundreds of m*hltes, and do reli
able tally had ever been made of the casual
ties Similarly, In 1082 1 had gone to the 
jungles of Ouatemala on a staff assignment 
for the St. Petersburg Times to Investigate a 
village destroyed by massacre. 1 have also 
worked on-staff for the Miami Herald and 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, and have 
contributed to Newsweek and the Wall 
Street Journal.

While held prisoner by the 6andinlstas at 
El Chlpote prison I was allowed to notify no 
one that 1 was in custody, or In what part of 
the country I was being held. 1 had effec
tively disappeared. My Interrogators repeat
ed to me that If I did not cooperate with 
their question. I might be held for quite 
come time.

Moreover, their Questions also made It 
dear that they were attempting to piece to
gether the locations and identities of the 
many witnesses whose testimony was re
corded In the notebooks and videotapes con
fiscated from my backpack In the Jungle 
and from my apartment In Managua. The 
Interrogators evidently viewed auch wit
nesses. many of whom had spoken to me 
quite fearfully, as cynical falsifiers who 
were maligning the heroism of the People's 
Army.

Now all those witnesses are In great jeop
ardy. By falling to understand the exten
siveness of Sandinista Information control, 
and the obstacles to genuine documentation 
Id a regimented state, 1 allowed the truth to 
become a weapon against the victims of 
abuse.

As 1 aat In El Chlpote awaiting new 
rounds of interrogation, the faces of many 
brave people in the Jungles haunted me. 
They had trusted and helped me, and I had 
promised them anonymity. But in the end,
In a way 1 had never expected, my toquisl- 
tiveness had betrayed them.

After five day’s in custody. 1 was taken 
from El Chipote by State Security agents 
and was allowed to meet with the DA 
consul In Managua, who had been notified 
of my imprisonment only as I was being re
leased. On May 11 I was driven to Nicara
gua's border with Costa Rica in a State S e^ i 
curity cruiser, and was expelled from Nica-^j 
ragua Tfrmr pLmijfrUI files^er notes have 
been returned: State Security fciformed me 
that the materials had been confiscated 
under Law 1078. the Law of Maintenance of 
Public Order and Security, which, according 
to those who held me. declares that do one, 
Journalist or otherwise, may conduct any 
Interviews or take any videotapes In Nicara
gua's rural war sones without specific prior 
government approval. If tills feiterprelation 
of the law Is accurate, then tode pen dent 
Journalism in Nicaragua Is made Impossible 
by formal writ, and information emanating 
from Nicaragua must be closely scrutinized 
since a hostage environment prevails.

I have no word on tfte fate of those who 
helped me and testified before m> camera 
Nicaragua appears lo me now os a nation 
filled wtth hostages.

THE GOVERNORS AND POOR 
CHILDREN

HON. GEORGE MILLER
Of California

In the House of Representatives 
Tuesday, July 12, 1988 

Mr. MILLER of California Mr. Speaker, lor 
many Americans, the long hot days of 
summer bring back memories of family vaca
tions, good times at camp, and playing outside 
after supper Substantial and growing numbers 
of American children may not look back on 
their summers so fondly

Today one in five children is growing up in poverty For black and Hispanic children 
 They are beginning He

ter adverse circumstances which severely 
damage their ability to become healthy adults, 
productive members of the work loroe and 
active participants in a democratic society 

While the Reagan administration has cal
lously neglected the needs of poor children, 
handful of activist Governors, both Republican 
and Democratic, have taken strong positive 
steps In their States to Improve the condition 
of poor children's lives At their urging. States 
are expanding preschool programs, improving 
health coverage, end broadening their efforts 
to keep children in school snd off drugs.

The New York Times edrtonai which follows 
outlines a lew of the Governors' most impres
sive efforts. Because the deprivation which 
poor children suffer effects us all, I commend 
this editorial to my colleagues* attention 

IFrom the New York Times. July 1.19881 
ThE GOVENORS AND Poor Children 

Few states are as far from urban tumult 
and despair as Idaho. Yet In his State of the 
State speech this year. Governor Cecil 
Andrus stressed a problem usually associat-

-
the other end of the country. In his 

annual message. Governor Tom Kean of 
beavily urbanised New Jersey said: -If you 
talk to two-, three- and four-year-olds in 
some of our major cities, you realize that ev
erything is not in order. One out of three of 
these children lives in poverty. More than 
half grow up in homes with only one parent. 
Some are malnourished . . . fYetl we 
expect these city children to eventually 
compete with their more fortunate cousins 

Something Is churning here. Mr. Kean 
snd Mr. Andrus are not the only governors 
;to focus on children this year.

Two dozen governors
the well-being of children a

theme of their programs this year.
Politicians' concern for children Is hardly 

new*. Education has always been the prov- 
bice of state government. This year. Vice 
President Bush wants to become the Educa
tion President. Working parents' need for 
decent day care attracts ever more official 
attention.

five children now lives In poverty, the 

F e d e r a l
G o v e r n m e n tare stepping Into the breach to 
try to aasure a fair ehancv for every child 

The earlier society Intervenes the better, 
as the governors stem lo rerogniae One of 
the most popular tnlllativas Is expanded 
prenatal and neonatal care under the Med 
Icald program. In Alabama, for ax ample. Re 
publican Ouy Bunt has proposed apendlng 
•41 million from a utility lax in an effort to 
reduce the state's infant mortality rale.

In Colorado, Democrat Roy Romer first 
accepted a legislative committee's recom 
mendation of a pilot preschool program for 
1,000 at-risk children. Then he went the 
committee one better, proposing full-day 
child care. Eventually, he mid. the prorram 
ahould be expanded to reach ail 20.000 en 
daggered children in the state.

Democrat Bill Clinton of Arkansas and 
Republican Jim Thompson of Illinois have 
pressed for prenatal care, teen-age pregnan 
cy prevention, child abuse and neglect pre 
vention. adoption services Democrat Nri) 
Goldschmidt challenges Oregonians to 
"become steaards of the child"

 He want to add funding to insure that 
Tery expectant mother gets prenatal care.

>5 most im
Mr. Blanchard has undertaken a re 

structuring of state bureaucracies to Insure
effort he says m ust try to 

strengthen families as crucibles for child de
velopment By helping families provide 
permanent, nurturing environments for 
their children, we build strength In two gen
erations at one time. By keeping children 
snd their parents together—and by inter
vening to help adults meet their children's 
needs—we reduce the future chances of fail
ure and dependency among at-risk chil
dren.'*

SUPPORT FOR AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING LEGISLATION

HON. BARNEY FRANK
Or MAS&AC3CT7SXTTS 

IN THE HOUSE Of REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 12, 1988

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, last week I intro
duced H.R. 4990. s bii: to expand the supply 
of low-cost housing lo meet the growing na
tional need.

This legislation is supported by a large 
number of organizations across the country 
,that work very closely with homeless people 
and others in need. I recently submitted for 
the Record s partial fist of organizations that 
have endorse^ this bill Today,.

children who. because of 
p o v e r t y  much more likely to suffer poor 
health, poor education, poor prospects—and 
permanent poverty. Though one of every

Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry. Cleve
land. OH.

Lutheran Social Services, Garden Grove. 
CA.

LV Coalition on Affordable Housing, 
Bethlehem. PA.

 Outreach a

Lt

at Mulberry', Macon. GA.


