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To the Editor:

I was so h a p p y  to see the e d i t o r i a l  last w e e k  e n t i t l e d  "Let 
Us H elp O u r  O w n  F irst". The 1.5 m i l l i o n  s u r v i v i n g  A m e r i c a n  
In d i a n s  are the m o s t  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  of all m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  in 
the nation.

P e o p l e  from c o u n t r i e s  all o v e r  the w o r l d  are g i v e n  p r o t e c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  in A m e r i c a  so they w ill h ave g o o d  jobs 
a nd an A m e r i c a n  l i f e s t y l e  so c o v e t e d  in f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .
A n d  yet, the A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s  w h o  o w n e d  this g r e a t  land b e f o r e  
a n y  of us and w h o  s h o u l d  have this p r o t e c t i o n  first, are the 
f o r g o t t e n  ones.

I am a s h a m e d  that we h ave t reated t hem so terribly.

In the e d i t o r i a l  the Q u e s t i o n  was as k e d  " H o w  do we p r e s e r v e  the 
S t o n e  Age c u l t u r e  and t r a d i t i o n  of a p e o p l e  w h i l e  i n t e g r a t i n g  
into the c i v i l i z a t i o n  of the n u c l e a r  age?" It was a n s w e r e d  "With 
d i f f i c u l t y  but w i t h  g r e a t  care and g r e a t  r e s p e c t . "

T h a t ' s  e a s y  e n o u g h  to say but h o w  and w h a t  can we do to a l l e v i a t e  
the p r o b l e m s  and s u f f e r i n g  of th e s e  p e o p l e  w h o  w e r e  h ere b e f o r e  
us?

We are r e s p o n s i b l e  for th e i r  p l i g h t . . . w e  pu t  t hem on r e s e r v a t i o n s ... 
we m a d e  them d e p e n d e n t  on g o v e r n m e n t  h a n d o u t s ... and n o w  we m u s t  
take a stand to h e l p  them! 

Th e  o nly p r o b l e m  is h o w  do we go a b o u t  it? W h o  do we c o n t a c t  
(our l e g i s l a t o r s ? )  to g e t  the ball r o l l i n g  to h e l p  th e s e  p e o p l e  
b e f o r e  it is e n t i r e l y  too late? I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  h e a r i n g  fr o m  
s o m e o n e  wh o  kn o w s  t h e s e  answers. Su r e l y ,  if e n o u g h  of us unite, 
we can h e l p in s ome small way. '
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