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SEXINOLES.
(Es~ta=-chat-tee).

In eges that have long since passed away, the
haughty and férooioua Seminole Indians first estabilshed
their homes in Florida. They are haughty with strangers but
most friendly and neighborly with their friends. They ars

- fercclous and savage in war but peaceful and likeabls people
in their home surroundings, independent, selférelient, and
have 8 high moral standard.

Before American hlstory furnishe# a record the

tradition informs us, was & part of the Huskho-

"more familiarly known as i fndians. They

lived with tlheir kinsmen in Alabama anf?a; ¥ria and, as with

most people, a certain element became restless and wandered
away from the tribe, In the course of time the roving band
arrived in Florida where they found other Indians called
Ve-mars-ces and Ap-al-ach-eeg, Probably the invasion of
their hunting grounds by the roving Seminoles brought on a
wer, in sny event, a war followed and in the cource of tiue
the sSeminocles ccnquered the other Indians and, eventually
absorbed them, leaving only Seminole Indians in the ter-

ritory.



The name Seminole was applied by the makn body
of Creek Indiens to designate their waﬁdaring tribesmen and
the name in later years apparently became permanently at-
tached to all Floride Indians.

Thege Indians have occupied their present home
state under the rule of three Nations, namely; British,
Spanlsh, and the United States. |

Pénoe de Leon Qiacoverad the land for Spain in
1513. The British acquired control and held it from 1763
to 1784, when Spain regained it and held it until, by the
treaty of February 24, 1819, it wes ceded to the United

e Seminoles were apparent“i;_ ; conocerned
with the textile pattern or weave of théi?lég proclaiming
the soverelgnty of different naticus over the land. They
were chiefly concerned with their own affiars, which for
a great part of the time did not include war.

Passing over a hundred years oxr more of recorded
nistory, the Seminoles, when pressed by the United States
troops, fought velliantly in two wars for what they consider
their home land, only to leave it in the end. 4 glimpse of
the early Seminole is furnished in an extract from an ac-

gount by Williaw Bartram written in 1773, in which he states:
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"The town of Cas-co-willa which is the Capitol, con-

tains about thirty habitations, each of which consisgts

of two houses nearly the same size about thirty feet by

twelve end twelve feet high®.
He‘says the Indians were well provided with food and werse
happy eand friendly.

At a much later date vaptain Bell, writing to the

Secretary of War on this subjeot, sald:

"This Nationswas, before the destr¥ction of its séttle-
ments in 1812, numerous, proud and wealthy, possessing great
numbers of cattle, horses, and slaves. They are honest,

sneak ” lt1 and are attached to tha sh and Americans.,

The ﬁars; howevar, of KecIntosh (A Cree f who joined the
Georgia Marauders) the la%e desolating ar with the United
States, the depredations of the frontier white settlers bn
thair sebttiements have drguroyed their confidence.”
Apperently as their Semirole fathers dealt with the Indians
they found in Floride, so they wers in time dealt with by
the white racs,

An incident of the Beminole War is interesting

though it is not & passage in American history to which one



e

i.!E B ‘i i

may wish to roint.
The celebrated Seminole Chief, Csceclz, with

his

"2

warriors had been o posing the United States army in
the second Seninole war of 1835 and overtures of peace had
been made. Osceola, with two canpanions, entered the Amere
ican lines under a flag of truce, presumabdbly to arrange

torus of peace, They were arrested and held in Fort Mariou,

{:’I

it Dt. Augusitine, s priscners of war., An opportunity to
egcaps wasg accepted by his twe comparions but the proud
Chlief declined to slip away. At a later date he was taken
to Fort HMoultrie where he died in January, 1838, l!e wasg

buried neg.the entrance to the Fort on Gg roment lend,

niz -rave well marked has since been unt e protection
s core of the Government. T0sceols was not & Chief

by herltace, nor so far as known by formel election, he

took his place ss a leader and acknowledged chieaftaln by
ranson of his ability s @ werrior and couwander during tho
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seeond "Semincle Var', Hiz record may well be cdolrad oy

wn of ebrons character wino in hinm will reco g omindyved
spivit, See Handbook of Anrericuan Indians.

ik o At the c¢lose of the Secopd war which lasted Teray
O vears and sest the United States doldiers killoed and

SR0,000,000,00 from the viewpoint of the Indian, for lilsrly,

whleh they lost, inrge nunbers were taken to the Ind



territory and placed on a reservation where they, or

thelr descendants are now living in Seminole County Cklahoma,

A brief description of the exodus from Florida

ig pgiven by Deaconeass Harriet Randolph Parkhill,

"The Indlans falthfully adhered to their promises,

and only desired to be left to themselves believing
that the country they occupied was theires vy right-

go when driven to the extremity of the nvergludes,

anéd even that was invaded by armsd men, they did

just what any other brave and liberty loving psople
would do under similar circumstances~thsy vigorously
opposed ell who would drive them from their last

foot ﬁcld on Florida soil. They e "‘ ‘jri@a th@vﬁruth;
"ho would be free, themselves must étrika the blow",
However, from time tc time many were induced to ¢o to
Tndian Territorv. In 1856 the last party under Billie
Bowlerzs {Bolock) emberked at Fort Meysrs, ths stern
~1d warrior in tears. As the "Grey Cloud"™ stsfumed
away ond touched at Kdgewont Key, & was whoop wmnﬂ

up from the deck, Ya-ho-a-heel Az a netion in

Morids destroved, they yet left it proud and deflant,



A few escaped refused to go and remained in the
everglades, a region covered by water in the rainy
season with wooded lglands rising from it and the
&lant sawgrass between, the clear water ways being
mogtly narrow end dark. In the try season the Islands
became mounds in prakrlies of short green grass and -
white gand. Those that remained are a remant of a
remant and they yet retain the vhysicel perfection

and moral virtues for which the tribe has always been
noted.”

Those who remained concealed their children con

the hammoeks in the Big Cypress Owamp ang(.jvk tbh the ever-

rlades in dug out canoss where the soldi;i‘ée éculd not follow,
At night they stole silently back, bringing zoed to

the children who, like quails, learned instinctively %o nide
when the mothers warned of impending dsuger. This gamﬂ‘mf
nide and seek batween soldiers and Seminoles went on untlil
’th@ seldiers beling recnlled left the diptrict and the
Tndiane noved to the Mic Gypress owamp where the) went about

smtablisbing homes and clearing srmll flelds



¥rom this remant of & tridbe once rsported as
numbering 5,000, or more, has come the Semincle Indien of
this day numbering 453.

It is the common practice when referrinc to these
Tndians to say thelr homes are in the fverglades, which is
not true. A brief sketch of the sverglades will serve to
show that in the netlive state the Glades are not a it or
degirable hablitation for human belngs and would naturelly
be shunned by any one seeking a location for a home.’

3outh central rlorida, a district approximately
40 by 100 miles, is called the everglades. FProbably no
part of the country is wmore unique and uﬁﬁéu&l than this
land so well misrepresented in the minds of the people.
The popular general conception, or misconeeption, is that
the everglades are a juncle, a tropical swamp, heavily
wooded, practically impenetrable undninhabited by monkeys,
parrots, 2lligators and such. You will probably recall
the illustrations in the cld school books which furnisued
the pilotured misinformetion. As a matter of fact, wvery
foy byees are to ba found in the whole everglade disgtrict,
T
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i prohably best deseribed cg & vast prairie roross



covered with saw grass from four to ten feet high, with
small islands raising above the wabter level on which a
few serubhy trees grow, with oceasionally s pine or cab-
hare palm tree standineg as a long sentinel in & land of
intense silence and bast distance, It is the grest open
spaces where allirators or gaitors and turtlss or gophers
and Seminoles fo only to hunt at very infrequent periods.
o human bein;, sevage, barkarous or oivilized, would live
in the distriet in its native stats. Agquatic birds and
reptiles claim it as home and while even gome Florida
peeple often refer to the everglades as the home district
of the Seminoles, in truth the Indians 1488 principally
in the Big Cypress swamp district in the south west part
of the shate, 4 few make their houes on the east side
of the everglades near the tourist centers where Lhey
gein much of their living from posing for pictures and
feem trading with the winter touristas.

The Big Cypress Swamp is & district almost us
larsze as the ever:ledes and extending from the glades Lo
ths Onlf of Mexico. In this district are miles on

siies of Lewvel sand covered in places with palmetto, pine,

m



live cak and many varieties of pslm trees. The district
ls covered with a fair quality of grass and large herds of
caettle graze through the ssasons. There are no streams
but a general ocourse of sloughs joined, in the rainy season,
forrs & vast, slow moving body of water, finding its way
to the gulf., In the dry season the sloughs break up into
lekes, some several miles in lengbth and the whole course
1£ filled with cypress trees, often forming 2 real trepieal
Jungle. Here are abundance of wild turkeys, deer, bob esmt,
some bear and penther, as well as small animals and numercus
birds. This is also the howe of the egret, the plumes of
which are sc highly prized by the m::.llinct.

dueh of this distriet is under water during the
rainy seasgon, but occasional islands, called hemmocks, ralse
thras or four feet cbove the common level und in the nstive
state arc covered with a densge grouth of and hardwood
trses, wild frult, lemons, ete.. The Indians cloar the
tiober away end make snall flelds where they ralse vegatables
and grain sufficient for their needs. Tt ls an artistic
sabting for the most pramitive people in Jmerieca, and whan

one cuves Ho kunow them, very likeasble felks. I havoe zat

b
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at thelir cawy fires and exchenged lesends with Lhen. ‘Lhey

told me thsat hears in thelr cyprsen swanp are the "Little Teu
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trhose little falries who sleep all day on shady leaves and
come to the openspaces to dance in the moonlight. ‘lhey say
some live in trees, some in the bushes and soue in flowers
and just at dusk if a Seminole, looking for & camping rlace,
hears a soft whistling sound - and they claim they do=-

they will not camp nesar in fear of disturbings the "Little
Paople™ who have made their presence known. ‘the Indians
say that while they slesp the "Little People® come and take
a1l of their troubles away and replace than with pleasant
dreamns,

Locking backward, interesting as it may be to one
with a taste for history, is pot attractive to the Seminocles
of this generalion. Their time is teoo well taker in providing
the necegsities for the family to permit of much study of thelr
forefathers® lifs and customs. There sre much the same .uetl-
ods pursucd in caining sthelr livellibwod as were followed by
the tribe in the past hundred years or more, Hunting wand
cerdening is the principal industry and the howme 1ife in the
sastness of the swamps has been changed but 1little for many
cenerations. 'Tne homes are constructed of eypress poles

set in #hd zound supporbting a ridged roof frame wori; on
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this 1s a thatched roof of pal: leaves neatly laid, forming
a roof excellent for twrning the tropical rains, so prevalent
during the wet season, The tatched roof extends over the
rraming to within three or four feet from the ground, forming
the only side walls to the home., Bxtending along eack side,
with an open aisle in the center, is a board bemch or plate
form on which the beds are speead, while the under side of
the roof serves as a storage place for food, clothing, and
other belongingsi such articles are bound in some covering
and suspended from the rafters. A camp consists of a
number of such homes erected on a rough eireular plan with

a house in the center where all families come to do thelr
cooking, a sort of individualized coummunity kitched. Gne
fire serves the village and is kept smouldering, if not
burning brightly, at all times. These people have a

unique method for mainitaining the commnity firee. Usually
three or more logs, from 15 to 20 feet in length, are brough
and ends placed together so the logs spread in shape similar
to the points of a star, the fire is kindled in the ceater
and as a log burns away the end is slowly pushed forward and
thig process repeated until i1t i3 consumed when 1t i ree

placed and the process conbtimede
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Zheir manner of providing subsistence and clothing is adapted
to their environment and crude as 1t may be, when measured
by modern industrial mathods, has answered their purpose.
hair wants are few and the warm climate reduces the needs,

Vegetables are produced in their small field and they are
skilled in preparing them for off season use., Wild game, deer,

wild turkeys, some bears and small game are plentiful in the
swanp distriet, providing a bountiful meat supply which is
supplemented by a very poor grade of semiewild hogs. <o

procure coffee, sugar, flour and cloth, they must procure

for barter something valued by white people. They take

raw flur, bird plumes, and when of value, alligator skins,

to the trading posts in exchange #eor thelr needs,

In the matter of clothing, the climate has re=
duced their requirements to the most simple and scanty
garments. The women have a common style of their own
which does not change with the s easons or the years. Their
morning, afternoon and evening gown consists of é two plece
garment of light weight material on which many horizontal

stripes of varying colors, red, blue, green, orange, whilte,
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ete. are gewn producing ruffled effects of rainbow hues.

The skirt 1s a full length garmet with draw string fastening,
The bodice 1s a cape like garment with full length Flowing
sleeves and 1t has no fastening or gathering at the waist,

It falls short from four to six inches of meeting the skirt,
Around the neck 1s wound layer on layer of beads in such
quanitiex it is almost ineredible to believe orm would so
gacrifice comfort to style or ecustome The halr is ®done®

in a knot on top of the head and long bangé are the permanent
style.

While the women go in for decoration, the men go
in for simpliecity., Thelr costume consists of‘a sort of
glorified night shirt, slightly gathered at the waist, and
with full length flowing sdeeves. This witha cloth turban
constitutes thelr costume for all ocecassions in thel home
districte Like the worens'! dresses, numerous gay colored
stripes are sewed on the skirt, body and sleeves of the gare
ment. %heir daily like in the swamps makes shoes or covering
for the feet undesirable and, where so much wading is te be
done, the short skirt prevents wetiing the clothing. If

shioes wers worh, the warm water and warmer alr would scald
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the feet so they would be 1néetive at frequent intervals,
and that would not do when meat was needed or other duties
required their attention.

This ramble has been confided primeipally to the
Blg Cypress swamp dlstrict as that is in reality the home
of the home of the Florida Seminole as more than two thirds
of the total mumber have made their homes in this distriet
on the east comast since the close of the last Seminole war.
Ihere are three small bands living in rude villages along the
east coaste These villages are located in or near the coast
towns of Stuart, ESrt lauderdale and Miami, Those living east
of Stuart are gemarally known as the 0ld Town Camps Noe. 1 and 2.
The Fort %auderdale camp is on the edge of the town and, like
the Cow Creek banll, 1s a permanent village. The camp near
Miami 1s composes of Indians coming across the everglades {row
the Big Cypress Swamp to trade their valuables, furs, elc.,
for such supplies as they require. This canp is often a dew
serted village though the Indians have learned from experience

t ig profitable to visit here during the winter months when
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extrenely sympathetic tourists purchase their wares and are
liberal in other ways. The combined population of the perme
anent East Coast villages is approximately 129 and in compare
ison do not measure in independence with the west coast or
Main body of Seminoles. Easy monsy from tourists and close
contact with white‘paepls - on #acation = has not improved.
their viewpoint of conduct or increased their industrual ef-
forts.

2hey have been and are self inpporting and independ=
ent. They have been slow to trust or accept in good faith, over-
tures made by the Federal Govermment., The rough treatment their
pecple received at the hands of the soldiers developed a feel-
ing of enmity and the way they were deceived created suspilcion
that has been handed down in the umpecorded form of tribal his-
tory. Considerable progress has been made by the fovernment in
recent years in gaining their confidence and probably in a few years
they will be treading the same paths of submissiou to the Gove
ermmental control as have other independent tribes before them,

The Indians have not made provision for their futures
they do not own the fertile spots on the hammocks, where they
have cleared away the forest, built their palm thatched houses
and planted their gardensg legally, they are trespassing.
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Uhite people have acquired title to the land, presumably for
speculative purposes and, as there is no present demand for the
landy the Indlans have not been distrubed. As a rail rcad and
rock surfaced wagon road, now being constructed, penetrate

the district, the owners will probably find need of the land
and the Indians will probably be required to move.

Many years ago it was realigzed that provision should
be wade for these Indians and, though they offered nc encourage-
ment and refused contaet with the Govermment, the United 3tates
Department of the Ipterior from 1895 to 1899 secured approprias-
tions frouw Congress and purchaged 234061.72 aeres of land and
thé President, by executive order, dated June 28, 1911, set
aside 3,680 acres of public land for their use making a total
of 264741442 acres in their home districts now held by the
Government as future homes for theSeminoles.

The greatest desire of the Seminoles is Freedome
That wagic wand has caused wars and that blessing has been gained
by Few human beingse The courageous Pilgrims braved unknown
dangers in search of ite <the soldiers of the Continental Army
gladly geve their lives in exchange for the promise of 1t and
so on down through history, men of all races bave placed the

greatest value on freedome



While the Seminoles do not know of it a Comanche Indian ware

rior, Ware-3gh-Man, addressing Government Officials at a Comane

che meeting on the western plaints on October 20, 1867, voieced

the chief desire of all Indlans, including the Seminoles, when

he so eloquently volwed the sentiment of his people. He said

in parts "My heart is filled with joy when I see you here, as

the brooks £1l11 with water when the snow melts in the spring;

ahd I feel glady as the ponies do when the frssh-grasa starts

in the beginning of the year. 1 heard of your cdming when

I was many sleeps aways and I made but few camps when I met

youe I know that you had come to do good to me and tc my peo=

ples I loocked for benefits which would iast forever, and so

uy face shines with Joy as I look upon you.® . Such wus the

warrior's greeting and further on he made his plea for freedom,
"Thore are things which you have said to me which I do
not like. They were not sweet like sugar, but bitter llke
gourds. You sald that you wanted to put us upon a reser-
vation, to build our houses and malle us medicine lodges.
I do not want them, I was born upon the prairie where the
wind blew free and there was nothing to break the light
of the sun. I was born where there was no inclosures
and where everything drew a free breaths I want to dle

there and not within wallse I know every stream and every
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wood between the Rio Grande and the Arkansas. I have
hunted and lived over that country. I lived like my
fathers before me, and like him, I lived happily.*
In closing this earnest, fearless warrior described the heart
breaking sacrificies, from their viewpoint, made by his peopis.
%Harken well to whet I saye I have laid aside my lance
my bow, and my shield and yet I feel safe in your prese
ence. I have told you the truth. I have no litile lies
hid about me, but I don't know how it is with the Core
migsionerss are they as clear as I am? A long timemwgo =~
this land belonged to ocur fathers, but when I go up to
the river I see a camp of soldlers, and they\are cutting
ny woods down or killing my buifalo. I don't like that,
and when I see it my heart feels like bursting with sorrow,.

I have spoken.®
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