A STUDY OF EMPLOYEE REACTION TO
| SHORTENED WORKING WEEK B

l': “;‘w“1:$~  fa

UNIVERSBITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE




W'T DISGLOSE IDENTITIES
Framimi_g%a'gmpmu%@tgdigym identities of the

ons under study have. been kept confidential, We look o | |
ffriﬁﬂ t0 ca'ff;:umﬁtk trist. Please guavd the privacy of  Augu st 8, 1931,

the persons involved by substituting fictitious names, or
code symbols. for real names.

A Study of Employee Reaction o Shortened Working Wesk,
As Shown by Employee Comments on Standard Hours,
Steady Work and Home Conditionse

J et

The' following tables show the number of employee corments
on Standard Hours and Steedy Work for the years 1929, 1930, end 1931,
Comments for 1929 cover the entire yesar, those for 1950 and 1931

cover the first six months of each, &1L figures shown ere reduced

to the number of comments per thousand interviews, end are thus

directly compareble, TFigures on the subject of Home Conditions are

- e e N

'shcm; for 1930 ani 1951 only es this meterial was omitted from 1929
interviews in the write up, |

- The generasl treﬁd of comments for the thrée year fperiod
shows a change of‘ feeling from that of a general well being in
1929 to & feeling of uncertainty in 1930 and a .disfhiz‘zc‘t feeling of
fesr in 1931, This feeling is commion %o both men and wanen, but is
'.shown’to a greater extent by wanen, which may be due to a tendency
on the part of wamen to anticipate and worry ab.éut trouble and also

to the fact that due to lower earning power economic pressure is felt

L3

.SOOIIQL‘ by wamen than by men, M

Another interesting reaction is that the epttmiwtic feeling ex-
pressed in 1930 es a willingness to sccept a shorter working wedc and
curtail the necessity for lay off has elmost dissppeared in 1931, This

is probably due to the fact that in 1920 these measures were considered.

¥

temporary while in 1931 employees &re beginning t¢ feel that preasent
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e bear the burden for the few, This fseling is further engendered by
a feeling of dissatisfaction over the unequal dlstribution of time
off as "evid’eneea by comments to the effect that swervisors are

. taking no time off end that various cf-ganizations differ in taking
from ons half day per week fto as much ag two days per week off, |

! The following papers show first the cdmplé,‘ate substance

enalysis of employee camments oxn & subject followed‘by' typieal com:

ments fllustreting the manner in which employees express the tabu-

- SR e s i .

lated thought shown in the subsiance smalysis, Following this is

? a summery pointing out some of the outstanding data.
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