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RECORD OF INTERVIEW the persuus invilved by substituting fictitivys names,. or

. code symbols for real names.
Relay Assembly Test Room June 9, 1931,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau ‘ Operator No. 5,

Interview No., 1.

Interviewer meets employee at conference room.'

I: "Good morning, are you Anns? (BEmployes nods and smiles) Well,
I am Miss X, I have & room here where we can talk.

"Dont't you want to take your coat off and just be comiortable?™

E: "I guess I will, It is pretty warm out this morning."

(Discuss weather and transportation ror a tew minutes.
Employee is not at all spontaneous.

E: "I go down on the south side sometimes, It takes quite 2 while
t0 ‘get there. I've got & cousin that lives out at Eighty-fourth.
It takes me about a half an hour after I get on vhe 'L' train."”

I: (knowing employee is ihcorrect) "You say on the 'Lto%

E: "Yes, if you get one of the fast *'L' trains.”

I: "Oh, you mean if you take that train that runs along the lake?"
E: "Yes, not the regular 'L'. That fast one."

I: "Oh, yes. They call thet the I.C."

E: "Isn't that wonderful? It coes so fast though I am scared to
8it down} (laughing).

"It is nice to live there, isn't it? It takes you such a little
while to get downtown, I go out there once in & while, My cousin
has a real nice phceo'o'otoooooouoooooo

I: (to keep up conversation) "I had some friends that lived out at
Seventy-ninth. They were right out on the lake.”

E: "Isn't that nice? It is nice to be ahle o0 live out there, isn'st
it? It makes me feel bad whenever I go out there,"

- I+ "How do you mean?"

E: "It makes you wish you had 2 lot of money. It makes me teel
bad to ses everything so nice when you haven't 2ot money to have
things like that."



1.R. 6/9/31 Cont'd. 2, 05-1.

- I: "It mekes you jealous, does it?"

N {: E: "No, not jealous. I don't gzet jealous but it mekes you feel
like .you'd like to have them too, Ve are not zetting so much
money now as we used to but we used to get Friuay arternoons
oft."

. I: "Now you don't, do you?"
E; "No, now we are working again., I don't like that so well
either. You see I don't live in Chicago. My home is in DeKalb,
I haven't been in this country very long."
I: "Haven't you?"
B: "No, I came over from Norway,'
I: "You 4idq?"
E: "Yes." (employee nodsS)ecececscece
I: "What part of Norway did you come from?"
E: "From the north.”

I: "You dide"

E: "Yes, it was by the ocean., 'ie used o go swimming in the
ocean, (employee's eyes light up) All we had t0 do Wwas run scross
the road to go swimming in the ocean but you never think anything
of it, People here think it is so wonderful when you vell abousv
it when they've never seen the ocean,"

I: "You mean you get so used to it?"

E; "Yes, you go in it 2ll the time. It is just what you're used
to. .I don't like to go swimming in the lske here. I am so used
to salt water, I guess that is why I don't like it because we
always swam in the salt water in the old country."

I: ™eren't there lakes over there?"

: "There were lekes but we never swam in them. They were no
good "

Y

I: ™#hy note"

E: "Oh, the earth sround them was funny. What do you call it,
you know when you sink down in?"

S o e i
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I: "Do you mesn quicksand?"

E: '"Well, it is something like that., That isn't what they call
it but I can't think of the word for it. Anywy the earth is
funny. You know you sink down in it. It is terrible and

in some of the lakes you can see the ground around the edge of
the lake but then it goes down resl fast, and if you went down
there you would never come up. It isn't safe. The lakes are

no good. Now in the ocean you have real white sand., You can

see it a long ways out under the water but with the leks it is

so different., You go in there and you have an awiful time getting
Out.".........

I: "Aren't the lakes good for anything?"
E: "No, they're no £00deessssssixcopt for fishing."
I: "Oh, they're good for fishing."

E: '"Yes, they have lots of fish there., They have a red fish
that is about so long. (employee measures nine or ten inches)
I don't know what the name of it in English would be., 4All X
can remember is the word in Norwegian."

I: "What is that? (employee spells it) I've never heard of
that .before."

E: "It is real good when it is fried. They have lots of kinds
Of fish thore.Tecsecesscsssesss(Interviewer and employee compare
kinds of fish in Norway and America,) ‘

I: "I guess I'll learn a lot about Norway from you." (laughing)
E; "Oh, there's not much to tell."

I: "I used to have a very good friend who was NorwegisNeeesees
Her father and mother came over from Norway. I think they
brought her over when she was ten months old."”

E: "She was pretty smll, wasn't she? Well, I came over seven
years agoo".......u.

I: "I think you speak real well, Anns, for that length of
f time, "

E: "Oh, I don't think so., Sometimes I get all mixed up. I
don't speak English at home, ses? I spesk Norwegian. I live
. with some Norwegian peopls and we alweys talk Norwegian there.
. I have been living with them for five years now. They came from
the old country too but I only saw them once thers. Ths young

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE
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people dm't speak Norwegiasn, just the older people do. We talk
to the young people in Norwegian and they answer us in English,"
(laughing) ‘

"I have to think real hard when I say anything in English
and. sometimes it is hard to think of the word. My husband isn't
that way. He speaks perfect. He was in this country a long time
before I came, I have to laugh at myself sometimes, you know,
when I get all mixed up with my Norwegien and English, When I
came to this country I didn't know any English at all.

"One time there was a man from Chicago came to Norway and he
asked me did I know a girl who wanted to come back with him, and
I was thinking of myself see, so I told him I knew a girl who
wanted to come here, but I didn't know whether she wanted to
come with him or not, end he said, 'Well, why not ask her?' and
I said, 'Well, maybe I would come,*'"

"Then he asked me why didn't I come with him and I said I

didn't know whether I wented to. I said if I went to Chicago

I wouldn't know a single soul there. You see I had a relative

in Detroit and a2 girl friend in Duluth but I didn't know anyone
. in Chicago. There was this men and his wife and two children
. thers, s0 they came over in August and I came in September. I

told them I didn't know whether I would want to stay because

I micht want to go to Duluth with my girl friend and he said

I could go if I wanted to so I thought I would come and try it.

I was with them more than two years on the northside. I went

up to visit my girifriend in Duluth, It was real pretty up there,"

"I was supposed to have an uncle up here in Chieago. I did
not know if he was still here Or not and I didn't know the
address where he might be at, but you know my girlfriend had it
s0 she told me it, and when I came back here i went to see him,
He was my father's brother. He is 2 doctor on Michigen Avenue."eesees

I: "Is he married?"

E: "He was, but his wife died. He only has a boy but he is
forty years old." (laughing)

"I've never seen his boy. He is a musiec professor of some
kind in Florida, He teaches in a music school there, He comes
up oncs in a while to ses his father. Then he Ims a brother
living in South Dakote, and he has a daughter thet gt married
80 she is living with this uncle on Michigan Avenue now.knd then

there is a sister in St. Paul. It is her daughter that lives
on the south side thet I go to see."

63
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54

- I: "Oh, that is jrour father's sister?"
He "YGS, myfather"s.”.................u
I: "So that girl is your cousin?"

E: "Yes, she is my cousin. I feel out of place there, you know.
They!ve got such nice things and they have so much money. Things
are t00 nic6iMssescoce

I: _"Is that so?"

B: ™Yes, I feel that I don't belong there. They're awfully nice
tome, but I don't go very often, just once in a while. She'll
call me up and ask me when I'm coming out and I'll say, *Yes, I'll
come out soon,' and maybe it is half a year before I get there,"

(laughing)

"T don't like to g0 because I don't feel comfortable, even
if they are so nice t0 Mme."eeccvicces

I: "So you're the only one of your family in this country.”

E: "Yes, I am the only one. My husband is in this country
without his family too." ‘

I: "Oh, is he?"

E: "Yes, he came here when he was real young but none of the
rost-of them &6 here."cesecccecocce

"My husband doesn't work here, you know, He lives in DeKalb.
We have a little home out there and I 20 out there."sececeses

I: "Oh, you mean you stay here during the week?"

E: "Yes, I go out there on Friday afternoons. It takes quite a

while. If you get & fast train you can mke it quicker, but

mostly it tekes ma over an hour., The train leaves about 6:18.

eesssss(Discuss transportation routes for & few minutes)I don't

like it so well now. TVhen we didn't work in the afternoon I used

to got a train about 3:10 and then I would get home about ten >
- ninutes to row.".c..........

"0f courss we make more money now so it is all right. (lamely)

We make about two or three dollars more, But what is that? I'd
rather have the afternoon." (laughing)

O T ——
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I: "You would?"

E: "Yes, you meke more money but what is the dirference? I like
it better to have the afternoon OffeMeccessesscs

"0f ecourse we had it that way all wintereMeecceccccece

"You can't expect it thet way all the time. But I'd like
to have the afternocon. I wouldn't care about the MONOYe"eeoccces

I:  "You'd rather have the time then the money Would you?"

E: "I should say so, especially in the summer time., Now I
can't get away till after 8iXeMeeevesesecseschAnd then I get the
dinner.secececesesYOUu ses the time is an hour later in DeKalb."

[ E N NENRENFERNNE XX ]
I: "I suppose he doesn't get home much before you then, does he?"

E: "No, he just gets home about six fifteen. You see he works
out in the country and it tekes him about an hour to get home.
They stop about five or five thirty."ecesccscse

|

- "He works in gravel in the country. IHe runs a steam shovel
and it gl‘avels the road. He works for the COunty."ooooootoooooo

-

: "What kind of a job do you eall that?"

b

: "I don't know, is there a mame for it?"
I: "I thought maybe he was a contractor or something like that,"

E: *"No, I know he is not a contractor becsuse he works ror someone
else, see?Me just runs the shovel, see? I guess you'd call him an
engineer or something like that, wouldn't you?"

I: n0h, he engineers the steam shovel?"

E: "Yes, that's it. I guess that's what you'd call him, He
does . that in the summer time. Last winter of courss they did
that 2 lot in the winter too, because there was so little snow
they could work a lot of the time. TUsually in the winter he runs
a truck and they move thinzs. Sore times they do long distance

1 hauling and they move people's turniture. Sometimes he is out

> on the road and then sometimes he runs the steam shovel in the
winter time.".cceececeee

I: "Do they have much road work there in the winter?"

o et i i e e TR SR S
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E: "They don't do road wark in the winter., They dig basements
and things like that for houses."ceesssesseoThis last winter they
haven't worked so much,"

I: "They haven't?"

E: (mildly) "No, some weeks he has been home two or three days,
but thinzs are not as bad 28 they are in Chicag0e"ecesscss

I: "That is pretty good for him, isn't it%?"

E: ™"Well, of course they don't pay as good there as they do in
Chicago so he doesn't meke so much, but I don't think he was aver
off a whole week. It would be just two or three daysS."eeeecsesee

"You know I didn't like the idea of coming to Chicago because
I didn't know anybody. I didn't think I was going to have a good
time and that men said, 'Oh, you'll meet people. That will be
all right. 7You'll heve & good time,' and then I got married."

I: ™You dige"

. E: "And now I have & 200d time t0O..eesseeseel had a8 rsal good
o time when I was single too, It does not make much aitferencse"ceee.

I: "It doesn't?"

E; ™No, I had 2 real good time when I was singlee".cesveecas
(employee sighs heavily)

I: "So your husband came from Norway when he was real young."

E; "Yes, but he went back there for two years., I saw him back
there."

I: "Oh, you knew him in the old country?"

E: "Oh, yes, we came from the same town and then he came to this
country., When he came back thers I saw him and I talked to him."

(AR AN NN XX NN NN

"We knew each other vhen we were real asmall, just kids., Viie
used to go together,"

62

I: "Oh, you used to go together?"

e
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E: "Yes, wa used to go to school together, We went to the same

school, but when I came to this country I thought he was still

back there. I didn't know he was in this country at all and then

one day I went out in the country end I met him there. I went

to a party out in DeKalb., He was living out there see and I

went to & party at & farm with the people I an living with now

and he was there., They knew him but didn't know that I knew him.

Then we got married, I don't know how it happened., ¥When we were

kids in Norway, we would be together when we were out skating :
and sliding you knowWe"eseseeesee

Employee seems to be "talked out" so Interviewer and
employee discuss weather in Norway and midnight sun,

I: "Well, I guess I'd better tell you something about the inter-
viewing,"

E: (laughing) "Well, I guess I won't have anything to tell you.
Wetve said things so mueh up in the test room.”

I: "You have?"

E: "Yes, like to Mr. Hibarger and Mr. Chipman and Miss Chambers.
They-all ask us things and we tell them. I don't know that I
- could tell you anything I haven't told them."

I: "Well, I don't know very much about the test room, you know,
and I'm sure you could, Have you ever been interviewed berors?®

E: "Yes, 0nCleesesssssoslast yoar."

I: "Well, maybe I'd better tell you something about the inter-
viewing since it started.” (Interviewer outlines program since
1928, )

E: "Well, that is all right, but I don't think I'd have anything
to tell you. ZEverything is all »ight in the test room and I
haven't anything to complein about."

I: "Well, you ses I want to understand all about the test room
and that means I'11l have to know everything about it. I'm not
only going to interview you girls but I'm going to talk to Bea
and Selio, Mr. Chipman, Miss Chambers, Mr. Hiberger and I'd like
to have you feel that there isn't anything aboutv the test room
that is too unimportant to tell me. Maybe you'll think ot some-
thing that you'll think would be foolish to tell me because it
is so unimportant but I don't feel that wey, You know samething
that seems 1little to you might seem important to me so I would
like to hear just anything about it."

3

o
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E: "It would be easier if you asked me questions., Then I would
know.what to talk about.”

I: "Did the lady last year ask you questions?"

E: "Oh, she didn't ask so many questions., She told us we could
talk about anything we wanted to."

I: "Last year we decided that it wasn't so zood to ask questions,
When -we started out with the interviewing, you know, we had a

lot of questions that we wanted to find out about. But last

year we decided it would be better if we didn't ask questions
because lots of times people aren't interested in telking sbout
what you ask them about., You see if you talked sbout what you
wanted to you'd be talking sbout things you were interested in,
and if I asked you questions maybe you wouldn't be interested

in them," .

E: "Yes, I suppose that is true, but it is kind of hard just
to talk, Now if you asked questions then I would know what to
talk about."

- I: "I know how you feel about it because I'd be the same way
- if somebody asked me to talk about my department. But how long
have you been here now, Anna?"

E: "I've been here five years, four years in the test room,"

I: "Well, of course I know that with anyone who has been hers
that long know an awful lot of things. They would probably

know so many things about it they wouldn't know what to say
first. You know that if you were to try to write down everything
thet has happened in the test room from the time it started that
you would have a lot of things to write down."

E: (laughing) "Yes, but I couldn't remember them all. Things
happen and we forget them and then you can't remember them again,™

I: "Oh, sure, I know how you feel, but why don't you do this?
I was telling vWanda I thought it would be & good idea if we
tried this - when you come down here to talk to me, why don't
you just sit down and meke yourself comfortable and talk about
whatever comes into your head.”

- E: "I am afraid I wouldn't have very much to say. If you asked
me questions it would be easier.”

I: "Yes, I suppose it seems that way but I'd kind of like to
try out this other way., I think it would be worth trying, don't
you?"

 m——— e i,
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- E: "Yes, I suppose it would, but I wouldn't know what to talk
about,."
I: "Well, there is no use trying it today I guess. We've had
quite a talk already but I think it would be a good thing to
try the next time you come down. You can just say the first
thing that comes into your he@d."..eeeceess

E: (pleasantly)"Oh, I don't mind trying it.".....,o"...‘

"We are plasying tennis now. (laughing) Well, I guess I
shouldn't say playing tennis., Ve are just batting the balls
around. I guess you can't say we are doing anything busg
batting the balls around till after we learn it better. Oh,
was I lame after work the first day & fter we played, 1 was
sore all over. My arm wes so lame it was lmrd to work."

I: "I suppose your rate was low,"
E: "How do you mean?"

I: "I mean I suppose it went down if your arm was so sore. I
suppose it was kind of hard to turn out so many."

“ E: "I suppose it did go down. I suppose it was kind of low.
I am . supposs to play with Miss Chambers but she wasn't here
yesterday. She has a cold,We are supposed to play Thursday
night and if she isn't here then I'll play with someone else.
You know we drew numbers, I like it real well,

"We were going to have & tournament or something like that
but I don't think we can this year, We will have to learn to
play better. (laughing until the tears come to her eyes) You
should see the way we hit those balls! It is terrible the way
wae hit them! Why some of them even go over the fence, It is
vildas"

I: "You think you're playing baseball, huh?"

E: "That is what I said to Wanda, *Do you think you're playing
baseball?! (laughing again until the tears come to her eyes,)
I like to play tennis - if I could ever play it.

"If I were working in the depariment it would be aifferent,
There you are working among so many and you hear about so many
things that I'd have more to tell you, but the way it is in the
test room we are all by ourselves and I have nothing to tell.
We like everybody there. We like Mr, Chipman and Miss Chambers
and everybody. They're real nice and we get along all right
o togethereeceecsoccces

BUTY

"So what can I say?"
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- I: "VWe don't need to talk eny more today. After one hes talked
.. for a while they get kind of tired anyway."

E: "Oh, thet is all right but I don't know what I could say,
I haven't anything to complain of."

I: "Well, I eam not interested only in things to complain of
but sinece I have to understand the test room I have to know
everybody in it real well, don't I so I want to get real well
acquainted with you. I want to know about you, what things
you're interested in and about your home if you want to tell
me and a bout any personal problems you may have, Oh, we will
have lots of things to talk about so why doh't we ecall this
all for today and then you can tell me more next week,"

B: "If I can think of things to tell you I*1l try it.”

I: "I think it will work the way I suggested - for you to
just-talk about anything that comes into your mind. We will
try that for & while and see. Of course I'l1l have a lot ot
questions to ask you when we get to talking about things, I'm
sure we'll get along all right.”

ok

E: "Maybe that would be a good way. Well, I guess I might as
well be getting back now. I've been gone quite a while.”

1: "All right, I'1ll give you 2 ring some time next week, Anna,"

Additional Material

Employee speeks of vacation plans, saying she and
her husband may drive through ¥Wisconsin: "It's real besutitul
up there. Ve will just drive along from one place to snother,
we don't care where we o, we just want to see it.”

SRR S
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REOQRD OF INTERVIEW

— Relsy Assembly Test Room July 8, 1931.
‘ Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
I Interview No, 2.

During first quarter of interview 05 is not
spontansous but always responds to such stimull as "you did?",
"you havent't?" "Is it?" ete, When she starts talking about the
014 Country she is very enthusiastic but toward the end of the
interview she "peters out."

E: "Wasn't last week terrible! Such hot days - my! It wes
enough to meke anyone faint, wasn®t 1t?".sececece

I: "It's a good thing it didn't last any longer, isn't it?"
E: »Yah, I'll say; but I haven't felt so good since. Not
like I usually do, you know. Yhen it's so hot that way you
don't fesl like eating and you can't sleep or anything, It
makes you feel like you can't do anything.c.eeeceee

"Well, it won't be long now-+ill vacation anyway, will 1it?"

I: "Not very long now, is it?"

£

E: "I'm not going anywhere, I'm just going to 8T8y hOMGeeeses
But that will be a vacation,sese.for me, 41l the house cleaning
is done so I won't have to 4o thate"eesees
I: "Well, that will be a help, won't it?"
E: "Yes, that will be nice."ceesess

§ I: "What are you going to do, Anna®"
E: "Nothing - I'1l .just stay home.” I'll just have the regular
cleaning and eooking to dcseees8nd I en joy thateMeees seee I
don't like to g0 OUbeeesessOh, maybs onee in @ wWhile.".ceseee
I: "But you really enjoy cooking?"
B: "Yes, I like to do it."

: "Some people eat &t home hecause they don't like to eat out

T but they don't really enjoy cooking. I was just wonaering how
you ITelt about it."

E: "Yes, I know, but I ieally 1like t0 cOOKessoeesosl guess it was
bscauss I learnsd to when I was real =mmall, I had to. (laughing)
My mother was very striet with us.”

I: "Qh, was she?"

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE
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B E: "Yes. I had six sisters and we all had to take turns doing

: the cooking - you know, ons week one would help and then the next
and 80 on. In that way we learnede..eces.. My mother always had &
maid but she made each one of us take turns helping her so we
would learn how. I think that's a good way to do, don't you?
Then you know how, When you don't learn how when you're older
it doesn't - well, it just doesn't come natural. It just isn't
in you. You never know how to do things, like when you're trained
t0 G0 1teeeses.oAnd then I had two years of housework when I came
t0 this countrye. eeeeeesl learned a 1ot that WaVeseoeeesThore were
so many things to learn., People do things here so differently.
Like the food and everything here is so different. Like in the
014 Country they don't have any pie. They never have pie over
there. And I had to learn how to meke ple. You should have
seen the first pie I made! I put in too much lard ani when I
looked in the oven it was just a 1little piece in the middle of
the pan. (laughing) So I took it out and I made another one and
that was all right. You know how when you put too much shortening
in it won't hold together., It just melts and ruans in.

"That lady was an awfully good housekeeper. I have to say that
mach for her., She eould cook and she did a lot of sewing. She knew
how to keep things nice., I learned a lot from her. They had a
‘big house over on the north side. There were three stories to it.
Upstairs there were two rooms for the girls and & big playroom for
the kids, and on the second floor there was bedrooms and on the
first floor they had the living room, I liked it real well while
I was there....uu,

.~y
é‘ns‘

"I don't think the way people eat now is as good as it used
to be do you?"

I: "How do you mean?"

E: "People eat so meny kinds of food nowadays. I don't think
it's.good for them, do you? I wes talking to & doctor down on the
south side - Dr., Thomes - and he said to me that people eat too
many different kinds of food, If they'd eat one kimd they would
be all right. He has a lady, for example, who was a patient

of his and he t0ld her that she would get well if she would stop
eating so many different kinds of food. He told her she should
eat just one kind - she should eat fish, 4nd now she's all right."

([ Z A X RN NN ]

R

I®? "Do you think it's eating different kinds ot food that matters
or is it the kind of food you eat?"

E: "I don't know, That's what he szid,™
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I: "Well, I was just thinking if it wouldn't be different if
you had, for example, ple and cake and bisecuits together for a
meal, than if you had three different kinds of wvegetables."

E: "Oh, I don't think it mekes any difference wimt kind of
vegetables you eat - it's meat and fish, and things like that,
Like if you haed pie and ceke and biscuits for one meal, that
wouldn't be good for you, but if you lmd one dish it would be
better."

I: "Do you mean like if you had carrots it would be batter to
have. just carrots?"

E: "No, it wouldn't meke any difference with the vezetables,
but like with meat and pastry it would."

I: ™ou mean if you have meat or fish or pastry you should
have.only one kind at a meal,” ‘

E: "Yes, that would be better! I think psople used to be
healthier in the 0ld Country. Like my grandfather « he lived
to be eighty-sven and my grandmother lived to be ninety-four.

- Both of them were sick just a little bit before they died.

b They ate different over there. Why my father used to tell me
that he had just sour milk and bread for breakfast and they
didn't get no sweets, or anything like that., The food is so
different over there. Then for dinner maybe you'd get some
fish and potato, and for supper you'd just get one dish again,

"Of course in this country living is cheaper. It's very
high over there, and fruit! Fruit is terrible! Of course they
don't have much fruit over there. They have to impart it and
it costs a loto"oooooooyooooo

I: "Yes, I understand they have very little fruit in Europe.”

E: "Oh, it used to cost so much! Why to get fruit was something
wonierfull When we got an orange at Christmas time we used to
save it so long, and then we would burn the Peel."ececccse

I: "You mean m0 it would smell?"

A

> E: "Yes, Ve used to put it on the stove - on top of the
kitchen stove. Oh, we thought it was wonderful to get an orange!l
They cost so much, you ses, you didn't get them very oftenccecese.
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"Myi Christmas is so different in Norway! There you
don't have just one day like here. It doesn't mean anything
here, but there it lasts for three weeks, dLverybody goes
around and sees their friends and it's so different than
here. Here you work up to the dey before and you go to the
store the last minute and then you just have one day and you
have to go back to work., It's nothing like that over there,
Why, you have the first Christmas Day and the second Christms
Day over there. On the first Christmes Vay you cen't go awey.
You have to be all ready on 5:00 o'cloeck Chrisumes Eve - you have
your clothes all changed and you're all cleaned up. ZEverything
has to be done 8t 5:00eesceccsessAlter 5:00 o'clock you cant't
do anything - everything has to be ready, and then at 5:00
o'elock everybody had coffee. The stores close up et 5:00
too, and they don't open until the third day.

"Then on Christmas morning we would have ecoffea in bed.

My mother would get up and get it for us, Usually she didn't
get up early - that was the only morning she did. She would

get up and make the coffee and serve it to all or us; we would
have it about 6:30 in the morning, Then we would get up and we
would all go to chureh ani then we would come home, have dimmer
and then we couldn't go out. We'd have to stay right in., You
couldn't g see your friends or enything. Then the next day you
could go out., After the first day was over everybody went out
and called on their friendS.eccecescccesccscs It Was lots of fun,

"The customs over here are so differcnt."ceccecesscce

I: "Do you hang up your stocking in Norwey?2"

E: "Not very much., That's mostly a German custom. We didn't
used to. I used to know a German family that lived in Norway
and they used to do it but we exchanged gifts. They were not
girts that you bought. They were things that you mede, TYou'd
spend a lot of time making them. Everything you gave you made
by hend. Maybe you wuld give a tablecloth, or a doilie, or

-something like that. Why, you could spend a whole fall before

making your Christmes presentSccceccceeese

"We used to have a Christmas tree., The other people didn't
have any, and we lived so far North that they didn't have
Christmas trees there, but my father used to get one from his
relations. Then my mother would have all the children come to
see us, They would all come and they would be 30 excitedeceeses
We didn't have ornaments for the tree like you can buy here.

Wie make things to put on it - out of paper, you know. My mother
would hang a lot of fruit on it."cececces

I: "Is that when you would get your orangs - &% the party?"
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E: "Yes. IEveryone would get one. My mother would put most
- all of them on the tree and we would have to weit until then for

it.”..’l..........

I: "On vhat day would that come?"

E: "That wouldn't be until the second or third dey - usually

on the second. And them Christmes lasted for a long time. You
went to lots of parties and dances and things like that. Every-
body visited their friends; but it's so different in this country.
You don't pay any attention to it.".cecossce

I: "Did you live in a village or in the country then, Anna?"

E: "When I was & child we lived in the country. My father
bought my grandfather's farm and we lived therescscecce

"My father and my mother were engaged for seven years,"(laughing)
I: "They were?"

E: "Y0S.eeeeeseMy grandfather didn't want my mother to marry my
father.” .

e
N

I: "He didn't?"

E: "NOsssessy father was a captein - he sailed the sea,

and you know how it is with farmerS.seeeeseeS0 he wouldn't let

my mother marry my father..eeses.but finally they got married any-
hOWsseeemy father got to be a captain and I guess my grandfather
thought he was good enough for my mother then. (laughing)eeeesseo”

I¢ "Did they win his consent?".

E: "I guess they must have. Then my father bought my grandfathert's
farme"eesvee

I: "Oh, he didn't continue to sail the sea after he was merried?"
E: "Yes, for & while but then he bought my grendfather‘'s farm end

he ssttled down there. He likes farming, He likes faming as well
as the sea. He learned to be & good farmer.sescccee

A

- "He had a friend thet used to ssil the sea with him and when my
father settled down this friend bought a farm right next to him.
Why the houses weren't any farther apart than from here to that
wall over there! He bought the farm from his father. You should
have heard the stories they told when they got together. We would
L be 80 scarsd when he came over thet we wouldn'’t dare go to bed.
A1l the stories they used to telll I don't know if they were
true or not. They used to tell us about the Japanese and the
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Indians. .seeese..They used to tell us terrible things about
theM.eeesssdnd about the negroesS.eses.o0h, I used to be so arfraid
of them. I remember when I first came to this country there was
an old man about the age of my grandfather that told me *Don't
you ever let & negro carpry your suitcase.,' It mekes me laugh

to think of it! Vhen I came to this country I was so scared

and when I saw a negro I thought he must be a terrible person and
I wouldn't think of letting him touch my suiteas@...eeseeOh, we
used to be so0 secared., They would tell us how awful those people
were. "

I: "What would they tell you sbout them?"

E: "Oh, I don't know. I can't remember what they seid., I don't
know -if it was true or not. Maybe they just said it to scare us.
They told us that they ate people and things like thateMieeevecess

"My father isn't living any more."

I: 70h, i8n' he?.ceee.osMy Pather isn't eitheT..sss,.He died
thirteen years ago."

E: "Oh, thet long ago! My father died just la st ysar. He was
always real hsalthy. He was eighty-four when.he died so0 he
lived to be real old."

I: "My! They've lived to be old in your family, haven't they?"

E: ™Yes, I think it's because they have lived the way they have,
They-live different than we do now., My father wes quite old when
he was married -~ he was thirty~two.ecessecsesee

"My mother was quite a bit younger ~ she was twenty-five., No
wonder my grandfather didn't want my mother to marry my father
befors he was a captuniny! My grandfather was a wealthy farmer and
he didn't think my father was good senough for her. Then my
father got to be a 2004 Larmeresscceccccee™

I: "Did your grandfather move oL the farm?"

E: "No, he moved to & little house by himselfecessese I don't
know what system they have here in America, but in Norwey they
have a system that you would glve them things - like, you know,
milk and meat and they would live there. I don't know if they
have that system in America or notisecescess

"ell, it's getting late and I haven't said anything about
the test room." (laughing)

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



T I.R. 7/8/3L Cont'd. 7 05=2.

: - I: "That's all right - we've got lots of time 0 do thateseseccs”
| B ;'A week from today we'll be having vacation, won't we?"

I ;’That"s right we willeMeeosennse

E: “hre you teking two weeks or a month?"

I: "I was going to take a month but I decided jJust to take
three weeks., If I welt for & month you people will have forgotten
everything that happesned during vacstion;” (laughing)

E: (laughing) "That*s right. Well, I wn't be doingmeny things
to tell you sbout.”

I: "So you're not going to Wisconsin?"

E: "™No, ws're not going to get away at all. Oh, maybe if some-
thing happens to the machinery we'll get away. You know some-
times it will break down for & week and if it does that we could
20. Maybe it will break down, huh?" (laughing)

- I: "Maybe you can get someone to break it." (laughing)

E: "Yah; oh, you wouldn't went to do that. You wouldn't wish
for that; but I almost wish something would break down,tlaughing)

060000000090

2

ettt deehiiee

UNIVERBITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



F ;;

64

e A e - =

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE




e RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Asgsembly Test Room August 18, 1931,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau o Operator No. 5.
Interview No. 3.

I: "Well, it's a lonz time éince I've seéen you, isn't it?"

E: "Yes, since before vacation.”

I: "You must have & lot to talk about by this time,"

E: "Ch, I don't know, It's the ssme thing all the time."

I: "How do you mean?®?"

E; "Oh, there's nothing new. You just do the same thing every
d8Yesecsssel stayed home during my vacation, eeeseesBut I like
to just stay home and keep house. That is a real vacstion to
MOeeeseesl just enjoy iteess.+0f course the first week it was
pretty hoteiseesel just sat around the first week, I couldn't
do anything.eeees.o.And I had planned to do so many things during
vacation but I didn't get anything done that I planned to."

I: "Well, that's. too bad."”

F}' .

E; "I planned to do all the little things that I can't get done
at home except when I have a vacation but that tirst week it was
8o hot and then - I don't knoW.e.ee.s.¥e had company from Chicago.,
essessssodnd some of them stayed all night, and I don't know, when
you have compeny the time passes so ffast you don't know where it's
gone. Two weeks goes like anything,,and then I had the ladies in
for coffes in the afternoon and that's the way it WeDT.eesseeol
went swimming a lot,."

i
I: "Did you?"

E: "Yes, we went swimming a 1ote"ceeces
I: "Where did you go?"

E: "Oh, we went to Crystal Lake and Leke Geneve.......They are
not far away from DeKalb, only tifty miles. Ve were going vhere
last Sunday too but we didn't go, I don't knoW...e.We had compeny

1 on Saturday from Chicago and then it seemed like the next morning
nobody wanted to go. One of them didn't want to go swimming and
one of tham had a COlao"ooo-"ooooo

I: "So you didn't get to go?"

e i = et bty A
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B: "NOssesseeso My husband had & cold. We had bought a chicken out

. in the country and I was planning to have supper for them by

. five o'clocks I wesn't going to g0 to the lake and I found out
afterwards one of the fellows thought if they went to the lake
they wouldn't get any chicken so that is why he didn't want to
go. I told them, 'Oh, I was planning you'd get the chicken when
you came beck,' end he said, 'Oh, I thought I wouldn't get it &t
all,’'

"It was & beautiful day Sunday, wesn't it, but we didn't go
anywhere, I try to get a good meal every Sunday beceuse I am
not home very much and I figure my husband will get & good meal
then anyway,.(laughing) I usuelly have chicken. You know you can
get chicken awfully cheap in DeKalb," (talks for some time of
comparative Chicago and DeKalb prices and tarmers! small return,
Very sympathetie with farmer.)

‘ I: "I wonder why things are so high in DeKalb?"

E: "I don't know why they're so high there unless it is because
they have a big school there. They have & great bigz school there,"

. I: "They do?"

E: "Yes, why last year I think it was about eight hundred they had
there."

I: "That is big, isn't it?"

E: "Yes, and last summer there were four hundred teachers going
ther‘.”-aaoooooooo

I: "I never happened to have heard of that school.”
E; "Oh, it is a greet big school."
I: "Is it a place for teachers to study?"
E: "Yes, I've forgotten what they call it,"
I: "Is it a normal school?"
- E: "Yes, that's what we call it, the normal school, but I don't
<> know what the resl name of it is. Msybe it is teacher's college
or Something like thateeecses
"The lady that lives next to me went to school for a long
P time. She went for eight years. She is studying music. She
- plays the piano wonderful and then she teaches too, She used to

study up here in Chicago too. I don't know what the place was
where she studied but thers must have besn a lot of veople there,

e ot —
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"You know it was funny. She said when she first went to that
" place the teachers all wanted to know how much vhey had practised.
s She had practised for three yeers, Well, there were some peopls
there that said fourteen and twenty and ten years, and when she
had only three to say she didn't know what to do, so when they asked
her she said twelve. (laughing) Isn't that erazy? You know she
didn't want to just say three when they were saying so meny and you
know she said she played as good as some of them that said twelve,
(Employee elaborates for some time on neighbor's health and
education. )

"She's got a brother who goes to the university. He had two
and a half years to go when he went down there. He hasn't so much
to take there because he went to school in DeKalb, He went thers
three and & half years first so when you do that first they say
you don't have so much to take at the university. I don't know
what it does, I guess you don't go down so low in your class or
something. He is a real smart fellow. Their whole family is real
smart, I don't know vhat he is taking upeecececsce

I: "Where does he go to school?"
E: "Down et Illinois, I don't know what he's taking up..”
I: "It must be something special, isn't it2"

E: "I don't know. I guess it must be. She never told me so I
never ask her,

"You know even her father was real musical, He can play the
piano himself, (laughing) You'd never think it to look at him,"

I: '"You wouldn't2"

E: "No, he doesn't look like he could pley the piané. He is resal
¢lumsy like you know."

I: "He is?"

E: "Yes, he's not so much to lock at, You know he looks all
right, He 1is nice, but you wouldn't think he would play the
piano,

&

A

"They're Finnish people and you know you cen hardly understand
& - them. I don't know why it is. The children have been in this
country a long time, for twenty-three years but sometimes I

have such a hard tims to understand them, I don't know why that
should be, Thare are some psopls living on the other side of

us and they are Finnish too, But you can understand them a

little better, Ths children were all up-grown in America and you

P
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can understand them pretty good.

"There ars & lot of Finns in DeKaldb., I don't know why it
is, none of them speak English very good. I can see why people
who don't go to school here have a hard time with it. You don't
learn it 80 good when you don't 20 to school and learn it the
way you're supposed to, but with the children who grow up in
this country and g0 to school vhere they learn it I don't see
WIW they can't speak ito"ooooocooooo

I: "I wonder why they don't spegk it better,"”

E: "I don't know. Of course the Finnish people all gather to=-
gother there. They don't go out much and mix up with the English,
When they zo out they are with the fins, They have some Finnish
Clubs there and when they go out to parties ana things there are
other Fins there and they all speak Finnish. They don't get a
chance to speak English mucCheeeosvosscos

"They taught English in the schools in Norway but I don't
know, they taught it so different than they speak Inglish in
America, You know when you learned fnglish in Norway you pro-
nounced the word just like it was written down and you don't
speak it that way in English. In Norwegian you speak a word
just the way it is written and in English you don't do that,
s0 I think people who learn to speak English in Norway can
hardly meske themselves understood in this country.

"I didn't study much English in schools there - I only
went six months. The schools there were not high schools but
they're about the same things I didn't like school. I never
lilked to study. It wasn't that I couldn't do it, you k:uow.
I wasn't dumb., A1l I hed to do was look at my book and I knew
it but I didn't lile to study.

"My father wanted us all to go to high sehool too but I
wouldn't go. My dbrothers and sisters went but I wouldn'{.goe
My older sister, she went and studied music all the time.

She played the piano real good., I don't know what my brothers
took up. One of them has a fruilt store. That is my next oldest
brother, He didn't 1like school either but he was dumb, He just
couldn't learn at school.” (laughing)

"He didn't want to go to school. He said he wanted to be a
brick layer, but I don't know, times were pretty bad then and
he could not get a job so he thought he would sell fruit. He
has a fruit store now. I guess he is doing pretty good. I
think it is real good when he didn't have much education because
you're suppossed to go all the way through high school to run a
stors in Norway. It is different than it is here., There you have
t0 have an sducation to run a store,"
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I: "You do?"

@ ‘ E: "Yes, because you have to do bookkeeping and everything., I do
not know how he does it but I guess his wife must do the book-
kespingeesessoYou now how it is there. You have to go through
some things, I don't know what you would eall it in English, I
know what it is in Norwegian but it is where the people are that
run the cityesecees.s.Thoy have %0 go through ive®
I: ™What do you mean go through it?"

E: "Well, I don't know, like filling out papers and things like
that, I guess to be sure that they knew how to run & store."
I: "Wss it like an examination?"
E: "I don't know just whet they had to do."
I: "I thought maybe it was like the Civil Service here."
E: "I don't know what the Civil Service is, at leest I don't .
know - it by thet name,"

Interviewer explains purpose of Civil Service.
E: "I don't know vwhether they have anything like that in Norway
or note I guess it must be like the city Hall here, anyway, it
is & place vwhere the people who run the c¢ity are. They csll that
the Baystadera, I know that means something about city because
'Bayen' means city end the other part mesns something like it
there was a bunech of girls here and you were t0 look arter them
see? It would be just like that for the city."
I: "It must be something like our city council,”
E: "Yes, I guess it must be timt, because whensver they want to
do anything like shange the road they would heve to get their per-
misaion first, You don't have to have anything to run a grocery
store in this country, do you?"
I: "I think they have to have a license."
E: "I don't know about that. They don't have to pay in Norway,

- They just have to pay taxes but they don't have to pay to run a

o store. Maybe you have to do that in this country.”

I: "I'm not sure but I know if you run & theater or a dsnce hall
or anything 1like that you have to pay for a licenss.”

.

1

E: "es, I suppose they have to have a licenss.Me.cessecesdly
oldest brother sells fish, He doomn't have & store, He goes
around and buys fish and sells them., I don't know what you would
call ito”
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I: "You mean he buys a few and sells them himselri?"

£

E: "No, he doesn't sell them himself. He buys & lot or them."

I: "I guess in this country they would call him s rish dealer,
wouldn*t they?" '

E: "Yes, I guess that is what he iS.eeseeosly youngest brother
runs .8 farmecseceece oMy father wanted us all to go vo school.

He didn't want us to teke up anything in particular but he
thought we should all go to school.™

I: "I wonder why he felt that way,”

E: "I don't know, He didn't want us to teach or anything like
thﬂto”océoéoooo

I: "I was just wondering because sometimes people want their
children to go to school to teke up something special and some-
times for some otherreason."

E: "I don't think he wmanted us to go for anything but that we
should learn, He just wanted us to learn enough. He was always
saying that you could never learn too Mucth.".ceseeseessdOow long
did you take on your vacation?" (discuss vacation for a iew minuses)
The only trouble with our house out there is that there is not
enough room, there is not emough yard I mean. I like a house
with a big yard and it has only got one lot., Oh, it has a little
room, enough for the clothes and it hes a garage and some of it
taken out for the driveway. It's a nice little house., Itt's got
a real big kitchen and that is what I like. The house has

jmt been paintodesscscncee «It nesded it terribly bad,

I was ashamed of it., The paint was all peeling off, 7You see

we don't own that and the men that owns it doesn't live there,

We rented from his sister, and you know how it is when you're
not living in a place you don't care so much sbout it, but I

kept saying to her all the time how the house nesded peinting
and finally she had it done, My husband said I certainly must
have talked to her a lot about it. I had to walt & long time
though but she finally had it don®e"secessccoe

ST

I* "Did they do it the color you wanted 1t2"
v E: "iell, they didn't want white. I like a house to be white
with.dark green trimming, It's going to have & cream color
with dark green trimming so that will be real nice."

I: "That's pretty closs, isn't it?"

BN

UNIVER‘é!TY OF WISBCONSIN -~ MILWAUKEE



I.R. 8/18/31L Cont'd. 7. 05=3,

E: "Yes, I think that will be real prettyeeecesccelf I was to
have.a house of my own I don't think I'd have one so big."

I: "You wouldn't?"

E: "No, it takes too much time to clean it., YWhy you know it
takes every Saturday to clean it. Now I ve got a kitchen and
a dining room and a sitting room and & parlor ana two bedrooms
upstairs and then there's a hall that is almost as big as a -
room and it takes & lot of time to clean that. If we were to
have our own house I think I would have the bedrooms downstairs,
you know, have a bungalow, Of course I like the bedrooms up-

| stairs but I could get slong with less rooms, It would be
easior to take care ofe".cecesses

I: "How much room would you have?"

B: Mgell, I'd have a kitchen and a dining room and & sitting
room and two bedrooms, You know I think the most imporvant
thing about @& house is the kitchen and the bedroom. (emphatically)
,‘ Some people have an idea of little bedrooms and a little kitchen,
' but I can't stand them, I like to have a great big kitechen because
. you've got to do all your work out there and if you have a little
- bedroom your furniture is just erowded in, I like a lot of space.
I like a lot of room in the kitehen because youtve got to do all
your work out there,"

I: vHow do you mean?"

B: "Well, that's where you spend most your time working, and
if anything has to be small I think it should be the other rooms,
and I like a big bedroom because you have a 1ot of *pla', I

. mean & lot of room to move around in, I think those two dmsRrooms
are the most important, It doesnt make so much difference about
the others,"

I: "Do you prefer a small living room?"

E: "No, I wouldn't say I didn't want one, They're all right if
you can afford to have them," |laughing)

" I: "Byt you mean if one of the rooms has to be amall you don't
want it to be the kitechen or bedroom.™

E: "Yes, that's it. I would rather have the i tting room be
the SMRll ONBeecocsces.Ald I would want a big yards I would like
to have lots of trees and flowers,"

i I: "You would?"

L
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E: "Yes,; I think flowers are beautiful. I would have lots of
; 7 flowers! They have such pretty flowers where I'm living., They
dar have them beside their welk that runs behind the house. Oh,

theay have lots of flowers there and trees! It is resl beauti-~
ful! Most of the houses have two 10ts thereessecececsoMy 2irl
friend's husband's mother has a wonderful plac¢e. Oh, they've

i got a lot of room there, They've gt three lots, It's real

- beautiful. They have lots of floWerSeeeessesssAnother thing

I would want would be a little house, you know, not one that's

all shut in, One that has vines on it."

I: "You mean a summer house?"

E; "Is that what they call them? I think they're real pretty.
I would want to have vines on it."

I: "Whet kind of vines would you have?"
E: "I don't know. I think grape vines are nice, don't you?"
I: "They are nice.

_ E: "They have different kinds of vines thougheess.es.And

{0 another thing I would want is a swing, you know, the kind with
a top with that kind of material, I've forgotten what you call
it." '
I: "You mean the kind with an awning over it2"
E: "Yes, that kind. I think those are real nice,™
I: "They are nice, aren't they?"
E; "™Yes, I would want to have one of those, and you know at
my girl friend's husband's mother's place they have a long
place, kind of like a driveway, only it is high on both sides
and they've got vines on it,"

I: ";s it covered over at the top like this?" (illustrating
an arch)

E: "Yes, It's kind of rounding at the top and it's got vines

all over it, It is real long, it is reel shady in there. I think
- that's real nice,"”

I: "vhere does it run to2?"

E: *i’hat goes to the summer house., It looks so nice. Of course
Theytve got a lot of room thers.™

s
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I: "Where does it go from?"

E: It goe# from the house to the surmer house. That mekes it .
re8l nice.eeceesel s8¥W one kind of vine out in the country

the other day that I d like to have, It's gt 1little white and
red and blue blossom8, That's the kind I'd like to have. It've
seen it several times and it's real prettf. I don't know what
kind it is, It's gt red and blus blossoms.”

I "It isn't the morning glory?"

BE: "No, it isn't morning glory. I know what that is."”

I: "How are the flowers? Do they hang in clusters something
like lilscs?®

E: "Yes, that's what it's like."

I: "Thet sounds liké wistaria,"”

E: "Is that what they call 147 I think thet is real pretty.

It has such pretty blosaoms.”
I: "Does it have & nice amell too?"

E: "Yes, it smells real nice......But what's the use of talking
about it all, (laughing) when I can't have it! Vhen I tell my
husband I want those things he tells me not to have so many foolish
ideas when I can't have them. He says if 1 get them all he'll have
to havs steady work this winter, but I don't know, we may have a
house, We probably will because you can pay for houses just like
paying rent and we are paying rent now sSo we can have a house, but
I don't know about the other thingS.eese...They’'re kind of slack
out there now so I am afraid it is going to be & desd winter,

He is not working all the time now so I am afraid he won't work
many days this winter, They're laying off here & lot now, aren't
they? Lorraine is going to be laid off. Isn't that too bad?"

I: "I heard about that, That's too bad.,”

E: "She may have to g0. But I'm not complaining. If we only
work.thres days, well, we can't work any more. (laughing) If I
complain I might get 1laid off, but if I'm laid oft, well, I'm
laid off and that's all, There's no use of complaining.seeccecese

— s = o
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

- Relay Assembly Test Room August 28, 193L.
: .- Recorded hy: I. Rousseeu Operator No. 5.
e Interview No. 4.

BE: "Say, didn't it rein last night? Oh, such a rain., 1 was
in the city and such a rain, but when I got home the streets
were 81l dry around where I 1lives"veevsces

I: "So you were downtown in that rain?"

E: "No, not downtown really ~ over on the northwest side, Ve
went over to see & girlifriendeescseseesShe is 8 girl who used to
work here,"

I: "She isn't one of those who got laid off, is she?"

E: "Oh, no, she hasn't worked here for a long time, I think it
is three years. We went over %o see her little baby. She has
the cutest little baby," (employee's face lights up)

I: "She has?"

E: "Yes, he is just about two years old. I think they're so
cute.don't you, when they're learning to talk and learning to
walk? My girlfriend has a beaby that is just about & year old
and he is so cute. He cen't talk yet and he is slow walking.
He is just learning to walk. I had some fur on my coat collar
and last night he came up and felt it and said, 'Whoofy.'"
(laughing) He was so cute. He said, 'Whoofy, whooiy.'" She
has a little girl that is five now...s.sfou should ses her
dance. She learned to dance when she was just three years
0ld and she is & good little dancer, You know she is always
dancing even when she was real tiny. You know what she said
0 her mother vhen she weas three years old? She said, I'm
going to be a dancer and I'm not going to wear anything.' Her
mother Said, 'Well, you'll sure get a CroWle ' Meceseocnscss

Discuss children for some time - early learning,
etc. Exchange anscdotes,

I: "”It is nice that you have a girl friend in Chicago, isn't
it?

E: "She is reslly the daughter of the people I stay with. I
call.her my girl friend but she is just like my sister, Those
people are just wonderful to me. They treat me Jjust like one
of the family, You couldn't find anyone else like that."

i (enthusiastical]y).....u.....-...

g‘,wa;

I: "That mekes it awfully nice, doesn't it?"
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E: "I met that lady when I first came to Chic2goe"vecceses

I: "She is not the lady you worked for when you £irst came
here?"

E: "Oh, no, she is way out on the north side. This lady used

to come and help us out there sometimes when we were real busy.
That is how I got to know her. I met her there and then some-
tines I would spend my Tuesday afternoons and other time off
there., I used to spend my Sundeys out there too, and then when I
stopped working for that lady they asked me to come and live with
them."........ -

"Say, they're quite busy out hereé this af‘ternoon aren't they?
I'1l bet they feel bad, some of them anywaye. esesessl Suppose
some of them don't."™ '

I: "No, I suppose some of them have their families to take care
of them."

E: "Yes, some of thean WotldeseeeseeS8y, you should have seen the
test room this morning. I guess the skylight must have bsen left
open or something because there was dirt and water all over, ¥hy
we didn't get started working until sight o'clock this morning.
The jigs were all rusty and the springs had to be washed over
again, Of course we didn't have to wash them. They did that but
there was black all over the floor., I guess it was soot, It
made & lot more work, beeause & lot of that had to be done over
again,

"You know everything has to be clean now they're washing the
parts. You have to put paper in the box and the-relays have to
be covered up, and there has to be & cover on the box. There has
to be peper and everything. Jie have to put paper on the layout
at night too."

-
'

"How do you mean the layout?"

E: "Well, that's that pan in front of us where the parts are. Ve
have to put paper over that and our jigs have %0 be clean., I
guess they've got too mueh to do. We hed to wait fOr ~e-mwww-
(piece parts) this afternoon, I suppose they couldn®t help it.

1 They 've 20t S0 much t0 d0s™eeecsasss

I: "You dn't very often have to walt for parts in the testroon,
do you?"

6

3
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E: "No, not any more, Ve never have to wait but we used to
have-$o wait a lot at first, and then I guess they told them
we couldn't wait any more.

"Mr, Chipman went in and talked to them this afternoon.
I guess he told them we couldn't wait. They're supposed to
get the parts to us. They moved the washing downstairs now."

I: "Yos, I heal h8S.evessscsscses(omiling) I guess you haven't
much to say this afternoon, have you?"

&

"No, there isn't very much to say." (smiling)

I: "I haven't had a chance to tell you yet, Anna, that now
that .I am going to have a chance to see you people more often
that we'll probably make the interviews shorter. I think we
won't make them longer than an hour."

E: "That's a good idea, If we see you once & week there won't
be so much to say."

I: "That's right. I suppose sometimes you won't have very

mich to sey, and I just want you to take it nsaturally, Anna, If
- you don't feel like talking you don't need to, &nd then sometimes
- if you feel like talking we c=m stay longer than an hour."

o sp—————
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relsy Assembly Test Room September 8, 1931.

‘Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operetor No, 5,

Interview No., 5.

E: (Yawning) "When I don't do anything, I am tired just the
same.%...1t seems like I am more tired when I don't do anything
than when I d0s"eeeseseses.I.didn't do anything more than usual,
I always clean up the house. I guess everybody feels that way
today. (Tuesday after Labor Day) It is the same as Monday.

They all feel that way on Mondeye eeeoscse

I: "I wonder why,"

E: "I don't know why it is, but it is just that WaVeessesssThe
production always goes down on Mondey."eccccsoveces

"Mnesday is the highest day. It seems like we work our best
on Tuesdsy and then of course Vlednesdey is repalr day and Thursday
is all right and Friday is repair day again. Of course when you
have repsirs you don't do S0 muche"seescccocs

I: "This is very interesting, Anna, tell me some more,"
E: "There: isn't much to say. I just know we go down on Mondays."
I: "I wonder why,"

E: "I couldn't say why it is. (laughing) Maybe we just have to
have a day to start. It might be that because we say, 'It is
Monday.! We talk about it. Maybe we don't try so hard as on
other days."....o,."

I: "There is something in that."

E: "I think there is. (growing confidential ) You kmow on Monday
you think you have the whole week ahead of you &nd you have a lot
of time to get things done, 90 you kind of teke it easy. You
know how you do that with things in the house. At the first of
the week, sometimes if you don't feel like doing it, you Jjust
let it go becauss you figure you have a lot of time to get it
done. It isn't that you mean to work slow, it Jjustv seems like
you can't do it. Some deys it just ssems as though my ringers
won't move fast enouhesesesssdnd then some times you will work

80 hard and then you will see that you haven't done many at all,"
esssssee]l don't know why it is. Of course some days you can't
make so many because vhen you get bad parts you have to look
real close and some days you just Teel like working and you go
right along."




I.R. 9/8/31 Cont'd. 2. 05-5,

S— ' I: "But youw never feal that way on Monday?"
5 E: "Oh, sometimes, Onte in & while Momdays is better than other
days, but most of the time it is not.".............

I: "So you have never noticed what it is that mekes you work hard
some days.™

E: "No, I have never hesrd them say. I don't know what it would
be."-

I: "That is some thing I would be interested in having you wateh
v for,-Anna," '

E: "That is something that I don't know if i coula tind out. That
is pretty hard,”

I: "Of course it is hard, but I was just thinking if you ever
. L got any idea about it, I would like to have you tell me. You see
; as we go along with the interviewing I can tell you once in a while
‘ the things that I would especially like to have you wateh tor."

B: "I don't xnow if I could find out what that is."

I: "Maybe you can't, but it is something that I am very much
: interested in finding out more about Sometimes you might notice
something., You might notice that there is something that you have
been doing that mekes you feel more or less like working, or maybe
.you have something on your mind that you are thinking about, If
you ever notice it, let me know."

E: "All rightececesesse {Discuss weather and layoff) Miss Chambers
didn't come dowy/to work this morning. Maybe she is looking for v
a job, I hope she £inde ONBsesecess.¥hat would she do if she didn't?
She hasn't anyone t0 20 t0sessesslt seems like all of my girl
friends have their husbands out of work." (Employee discusses

their difficulties for some time.)............

"My husband says to me that we should sell our house and board.

I said, 'Nothing doing.!' I wouldn't listen to him. I said

that I would quit right away if he would do that. (laughing)

Of course I have & nice place to stay, (employes spesks of her

rooming place much less enthusiastically today.) It is nice enough.

- cesseelt 18 just like my ovn home....sseseBut it is not the same,

’I I couldn't stand to have my furniture put into storage. At leest

I have some place t0 £0eseseeCf course my husband was kind of

lonesoms..s.+.But he doesn't talk about it any more."eccceece

I: "Oh, you mean he suggested that so he wouldn't be alone?"

¢y
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E: "Yes., It is kind of lonesome when he goes home alone every
night and it wouldn't be that wey if he were boarding, but I
wouldn't listen to it. He hasn't said anything for a long time.
I guess he is getting used to it. He can go out every evening.
He has nothing to stay home for, But to board - I wouldn't do
that! eeeecesefyawming) My, I would like to take a 1little NBPese.
If I were home, I could do it..ese.sl always liked to take a
little nap after dinnoOresesssssfven ten minutes helps so much.

s eseesOf course in the winter time my husband comes home to
dinner, 80 I can't Ao it thene"eessesceece

I: "You can't?"

E: "No, because he doesn't go back to work until one o'elock, and
then I have to do up the worke I don't hwe timee"cecsvess

I: "You have quite a while to yourself before he comes home again,
don't you?"

E: "Not so much..When I get the work done, then I have to shop
or somethingeessessoMy husband comes home &t five 0'cloCKeccsssss
But when you are working, you have t0 Keep ORess....Some women
have t0 WOrK.es.e.i@ll, they don't exactly have TO..ss. .}y they
have chenged this bullding over so, It was just a little tiny
place when I was down hereesseeseMy, how long I sat and waited
that day. It took me all day. There were & lot of girls here for
work and they had to talk to us and send us over to the hospital
and be examined and we had to eome back here and it took so long.
It was four thirty before I g0t home.eesseosl still see some of
the girls......There are not meny of them left. Some of them-
got mrried.cesse.eSome of them got 1laid off..eeessplhere is
only one left in 29. Every time I see her she says, 'What, you
here yet?'eeoeseeloll, it is nearly twelve o'clock.”

(R
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room September 18, 1931l.
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Interview No, 6.

Dperator No. S.

The benches where employee usually sits are filled with
girls so interviewer waits in booth and watches to see what
employee does, She steps inside the outer door and waits there
Tor three or four minutes, making no attempt to locate interviewer.
Finally interviewer steps to the door of the booth, employee sees
her and comes to booth.

E: "I didan't think you were here., I didn't see you anywhere,"

(Employee seems in a buoyant mood today. She talks freely
all during the interview, Discuss weathar for some TiMCessessccvess)

E: "Sometimes we get real nice weather in October. Maybe we will
get a real cold winter. We had & warm summer. Now, the winter

'might be cold."

I: "Is that the way they sy it goes?"

E: "Oh, you never can tell. It never goes the same wey. Now,
we've had a warm winter and a warm sumer, Maybe we'll have another
warm winter. You cannot telleMesccecescce .

I: "They say we are going to get an early tall. "
E: "Oh, you cannot tell."

I: "I heard someone say they had seen the birds flying south., Well,
meybe they could be fooled." (laughing)

E: ™Yos, My bOeeccecseseseYOou know, that is one thing I have never
seen-in the city."

I: "Come to think of it, neither have I."

E: "You know in Norwsy - (frowing expansive) - The birds used

to fly south, and we could always tell that winter was coming,

Oh, we would see so many of them in the country =~ tousands and
tousands ~ the air would just be black with them}! And you know,
there was 8 bird that used to come from the South to the North tor
the winteri”

I: "There wasg"
E: "Yes, It liked to be on the ice and the smow., I gusss it must

have.besen a gooses, They called it a Vilgoos in Norwegian., I guess
it must have been a goosel™

I
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I.R. 9/18/31 Cont'd. 2, 05+ 6.

I: "It sounds like 1%, doesn't it?"

E: (delightedly) "I guess it must have been & goose! You know
80 meny words in Norwegiam sound the same as in English! Only
there are some letters wae pronounce different. Like in Norwegian,
we always pronounce 'i* as 'e',”

I: "Then ice would be 'ese!,"

E: "Yes, thet's the way it goes. Oh, English is so crazy!

There are some words that you couldn't tell anything how to
pronounce them, well, in Norwegian it isn't thav way. A word is
always spelled the way it is pronounced, 7You know, I know a

lady that nsver spoke any English until she came to this counsry,
and, oh, she is so funny. She says the craziest tings, She used
to come over where I was and she used to tell us the craziest
tings she dids The lady would ask her to get her someting, and
you should see all the tings she'd bring her. One time she asked
her what time it was, and she took the clock orf the wall, and
took it into the room where she was because she couldn't teLl

the time. (lmughing) One time she asked her to get the step-
ladder. She didn't know what they were talking about, You

know, in Norway, ladder means leather like you have in your shoes,
So when they said step=ladder, she didn't know what kind or
leather 1t could be. And then she happened to think of an old
dog-skin that was lying out in she ysrd, smd ir she aian't go

and get that and take it to the lady., They nearly died laughing.
And one time the lady sent her to the store., She had only been
here a couple of weeks then, and the lady told her to get &
chicken., Well, they didn*t clean it for her, and when she brought
it home it had the feathers on it, so she had vo take 1t back. ‘
You know, she said to the men, 'The lady said to take the feathers
off the kitchen.' There were two fellows there, and they nearly
died laughing. She said she didn't dare go past that store for
weeks. They got the biggest kick out of iteesesececee

"You know, I didn't have any trouble! Of course, it would be
funny working for & lady that talks English, I was lueky. I went
with Norwegians, But I never had any trouble. Iwuld go to the
stors right away and get things. I wuld even go for clothes, and
I would always get what I wanted, and I could find my way around
on the street cars, Why, I had only been here two weeks when I
took five street carasl We lived on the north side, and I had to
20 over and see somebody on the west side thet it was hard to get
to by street car, and I didn't have any troubleeeecssel don't
know, I never have any trouble finding my way around. ILots of
people tell me they do when they coms from the Old country. I
think it*s becauss they're not interested., They go with somebody
else all the time, and they are not interessted. They always
have somebody with them..essesBit I never could ses vhy anybody
couldn't get around if they wanted toeMsccesccoee

24




o~ I.R. 9/18/3L cont'd. 3 05=6,

e o e e

"You know, the funniest thing thet ever heppened to that lady
1 was one time when the lady told her to get the sheat. Vell, you

' know, sheet is & very bad word in Norwegian, (employee tells

this story hilariously) So when the lady told her to go and take
the sheet from the bed, she went and looked all over the bed &nd
then told the lady she couldn't find any. Ve nearly died laughing
when she. told us thet. When she would come over, she would tell
such cerazy things that she did. I guess that happens to & lov of
Peoplee"sescoceoe

I: "Yes, I've heard stories of men who come over from the Old
Country and work in lumber camps or some place where there &re a
lot of other men, and they will teach them bad things to say for
things that they have to ask for."

B: "I think that is terrible. You know, (seriously) I know &

girl that has only been in this country a little while and a man
taught her to say something terrible. It was the worst thing you
could think of, And one time at a party she seid it. She couldn't
: have said anything worse, Then another girl told her what it meant.
| She would never speak to the man agsin, I think that is a dirty

; trick. That is rotten.ceccececsee

- *] guess this is Miss Chambers' last day,."

=
a0

"Yes, she 0ld Meeseseesl Wonaer how she fesls.”

E: "I wonder, too. I met her on the way over here, She had just

been-to the Payroll. I wonder what she will do, She hasn't anyone
horee.seseeseBut vhat ean you do? I think we Jjust have to take it,

eessssesBUt maybe she will find another job,"

I: "Yes, you can't tell.. She might get one next Week.e.ssssee

e 00RO OOIOGIGIDS
"I suppose you wondered why I didn't see you last week, Anna,"
E: "You didn't have all the girls last week, did you?"

I: "No, I just had too much to do. And then I had trouble with my
arches and I had to go to the doetor a couple of times,"

E: "Oh, you're heving trouble with your feet?"

A

I: "They feel fine now,"

-
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E: "I have trouble with my feet in the summer time. I have a

i lady friend who has such trouble with her feet. You know, she

e is quite stout, but her legs are small - well, they're not
skinny, but they're not large - and she is real tall and her
body is stout. Aand you know, there's nothing the ratter with
her feet, I think it must be her skin., Her teet smart so that
sheé can hardly stand it, You know, her arch is just fine., The
doctor said it must be because her body is too heavy for her
teet. I have trouble with my feet just in the summer vime. They
smart so. It isn't my shoes. 1 can get them smaller and I can
get them bigeer, and it's just the same,™

I: "Have you ever wora & shoe with any open—wdrx: in iw?". ¢

E: "No, I never had thet kind. I always buy my shoes attO.,Yes.'
(0.G.) I never wear high heels any more, so it isn't that, At rirstg
, I thought it was the shoes. I thouglh, '0Oh, these shoes are no
{ good,? and I thought I wouldn't buy any there any more., 3But
‘ the next ones were Jjust the same, so now 1 buy them there azain,
I g0t a pair that was just like some I got there before my feet
hurt. They were the best shoes I ever had on my feet. My feet
smarted in them this time, so I guess it's my reet and not the
- shoss, They have real good shoes there, . They have good shoes
0 at Cutler's, t00, I 2ues8."cceececccne

"It's getting late." (4:00 0'¢10CK)esesscsssas

"Mr. Chipman passed out paper for & vote on how we liked the
working day. The first vote was five days and stop at 4:15, but
I voted (chueckling) for the four and a halt day week. I like the
Fridsy afternoons, If we work %till 4:15 I heve to hurry so to
get home, but I have so much time if we stop 2% noon. None of
the other girls wanted it, though. (4% day week) It's different
when you work in Chicago. If I lived here, I wouldn't want it
0lthere"ecenee

I: "Ma&bo you would."

E: "Maybe. But then I wouldn't have to hurry. I wouldn't
have.so many things to do, I have a big ironing to do tomorrow,”

I: ™You do?"

E: "Yes, I don't like to iron. I like wash.".ceoypees

3

I: "I suppose you washed last week."

i i p— s _
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E: "*Yes, I wash next door. They have an electvric washing machine,
e It is so easy; it isn't llke washing at all, I don't know I'm
washing, But I don't 1ike to 1iron.".eceseees

)

I: "Now, I 1like to.iron, but I don't like to wash."

E: "You like to iron? I don't know why I don't like it, but I
love to wash..eeel supposs I could send my things to the laundry,
but they wear out so quiek. While now, I jusv soek my clothes in
salt water over night, and I put them in the boiler in the moraning
and cook them a8 little, and hang them out. I doa't have to rub
the pillow cases or sheets or anything like that. Of course, the
towels, I do," ' '

I: "Oh, do you just take the things next door that have to pe
rubbed?"

E: "Well, if I only have a little, I don't take it next door.

It's only if I have a big washing that I go there. Like if

I have & party and I have & lot of table c¢loths and napkiné,

And then if I let the washing go 2 long time and a 1ot of things

get dirty. And in the summertime you heve to change things so often,"”

f' sso0pvevee

.n.h'

I: "How do you do your ironing, since you tell me you don't like
to iron? Do you hurry through with it?"

B: "No, I do it decently, I can't stand it that way. Everything
has to be just so., Why, . some people don't iron their sheets and
things of that kind. They justfold them up and put them away, but
I can't stand them that way. I like them ironed. They look so
much better on the bed..seseAnd they keep better that way, too.
They don't get wrinkled so fast., I have to iron everything.eves.

. It's hard work ironing."..eseveese

I: "Do you sit down when you iron®"

E: "No, I can't do that, - You can't press hard enough, And you
couldn't do that for the Sheetso"QOQQOQOO

oy

"I have an aunt that does everything thet wey."

E: "She doss? I don't see how she can,"

& ,‘

I: "SHe sits on & high stool so she can press hard enough,"

fely
»

1]
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B: ™Yes, of course, you'd have t¢, An ordinary chair would
be too h&l‘d."nooo'ooo

I: "She says it saves & lot of energy."
E: "I'11 bet it does."”

I: "Well, I guess we had better be going, Anna. We might get
to talking about something and forget it we weit any longer."

e — a— = =
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assambly Test Room September 25, 1931.
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
Interview No.7.

Employee arrives with wraps snd parcels,
I: "Oh, you brought your things with you."
E;: "yes, I am not going back., I am going right home Irom hers."

I: "How are you going to fix thet up? Did you bring your card
with-you?"

E: "No, the girls will punch for me., It will be all right just
for once., I didn't want to go back, Mr, Chipmen doesn't like toO
have us do that., Miss Chambers asked him to do iy tor her once,
and he said, 'That is one thing that I cannot do for you.' He
doesn't like to have us do that. That is all right once in &
wile, We just do it when nobody is around. If you get caught
at it, they will lay you off,"

I: "Will they?"

BE: "Yes."

I: "Did you ever know anybody that got laid orf tor it?"

E: "NO, I never knew anyonesMecessocse

I: "Well, I only heard of one case." (tells story.)

E: "es, I think thet was all right. That was different when they

wuld stay away that way."

I: ™"Yes, of course they were cheating.”

E: "Yes, and we never cheat, ¥e just punch for each other once
in a while. ¥We couldn't do it very oftén.......Did you get wet

this morning?"

I: "Did 1"

E: "Oh, did you? That is too bad. I guess everybody had their
shoes and stockings a little wet, but I got a ride this morning.
My girl friend's husband brought us down.".sceese

I: "Does he work here?"

E: "No, he doesn't work hers, but hes brought us doWn."ceeeesese

——
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I.R. 9/25/31 Cont'd, 2o 057,

I: "Say, you were lucky, weren't you?"

E: "I'll say. Of course my shoes and stockings were a little
wet because she lives three doors down the street and I had to
run down there., I.didn't change my stockings either because I
borrowed them to Theresa., She forgot hers, I had some, but I
1at her take themMes..e.s.You know some of the men got their trouser
1egs wet up to their knees. You kncw it was coming down S0 and
then when it came down it came up so. You know it does comse up
again,"

I: "It does, doesn't 1t?M.iecececis

E: (rubbing her neck) "I have such a headache today., I had it
all day long. My neck is so stiff I can hardly move it,"

I: "That's too bad."

E: "I think that is because I caught a cold last night. I left
everything wide open and I didn't cover myself up."

I: "And I put on an extra blanket! You see how cold blooded I
a.mo"‘

E: "Not me., Especially when I go to bed. I lie there just like
toast and in ‘the morning I wake up without any covers on. That is
how I 20t iteeecessessel should get Hi o rub it for me. He did
that once, He knows just a certain spot to rub it on. You know
he said the heart has to beat awfully hard to meke the blood go
through lumps, That is what gives you a headache, so he would rub
the lump and you know my -headache went right amy. He used to

do that for me lots of timess I would just say, 'Hi, I have a
headache' and he would rub it for me, It helps a lot., Only

that one time it went right away, but the other times it helped.
Oh, I used to get such terrible hecadaches, I had headaches all
the time. That was before I got my glasses, I would have one

in the morning, and it would last all day and I would go %o bed
with it and I would get up with it in the morning. Lots of times
he rubs my head. He knows just the right spot %o Tub ineMececsses

I: "I have a friend who does that too., He cracks my neck t00."

E: "Hi can do that too. He used to do that to me, He doesn't
come.-up very much, He didn't come up today, so I couldn't ask
him, We get real lonesome for him, He only comes around once
in a while now."

I: "Do you mean just lately or since he was up there all the
tine2"
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I.R., 9/25/31 Cont'd, 3, 05-7.

B: "Well, you know he used to be there all the time and we g0t
used.to him,.ecesele is such a funny guy. It is fun to have him
around., He makes me laugh. He says sueh funny thingS...... You
know we got so used to having him around. I suppose it is because
he started there when we did. You know how you get used to some-
bodyeesseessle didn't come up today. If he had, I would have tvold
him about my headache,”

I: "Say, let me rub your head for 2 few minuteSecesses.]I probably
can't do it as good as he could, but I think I cen help it."
{(massages bask of neck.)

E: "Oh, that is nice of YOUeesessoThat is the SPOt rTight Thereeesecs.
Oh, that feels bettereecess.el am atraid my neck is dirty."

I: "It looks perfectly clean to me."”

E: "I am always putting ny dirty hands on ite™eecesececes.I think
that is enough, Miss R, That feels better and my neck isn't stvirf
any more. I can move my neck and I couldn't before. It was so
stiff, My headache feels better too. There is still a listle
there but it feels better. I can turn my heed like this now,.,"

I: "I am sorry I couldn't do it as good as he could."

E: "Well, that helped, thamnk you. You will heve to get Hi to
give-you one some dayl"

I "Say, that's an id”nonooooooocoo§

E: "Ssy, I will have to tell you something, It is my birthday today."

I: "It is?"

E: "Well, not exactly today, it is really tomorrow., Ve celebrated
it tcday."

"You aidag"

-4
L 1 4

E: "Yes. I got a womierful purse from the giris. They went together
and got it for me. It is a nice black ons.”

I: "Did you bring it with you?"

E: ™es, I have it here." (getting parcel.)

"Och, I'd like to see it."

Y

H
e

(Employee shows purse, Interviewer examines it and
comments on it,)

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE
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JOH "I got these socks too. Here is the card. (It is a very
37 impressive birthday card - really a folder of cards with the
g nemes Bea, Wanda, Theresa, and Mary written on them., Jennie's
name is not there, Interviewer reads names aloua but eniployee
says nothing about omission of Jennie's name.) They went together
and got it."(She opens a box of Fannie May echocolajes and oirers
interviewer one.,)
I: "Oh, how nice. I shouldn't teke one., You were probably
going to take them home."
E: "Oh, that is all right. I brought them dowmn to give to the
girls end I gave Mr. Chipmen and Seilio one."
I: "Thank you. This is awfulliy nice.”
E: "I don't like Fannie May chocolates,"
I: "Don't you?"
: E: "No, I domn't like candy., I hardly ever eat it. It can siv
; around the house for two or three weeks and I will never touch
by 1%, but the girls like Fannie Mey's candy.”
I "You mean thet you don't like Fannie Mey's candy, or any
candy?" :
E: "Well, I never go for candy much, but I don't like Fannie
May's. I think Mrs, Snyder's candy is the best."
I: "Do you like that too?"
E: "On, I’ll'sey. I 1like her candy best of &li. When I go down
town-I always go in there tor some.”
I: "What kind do you like best?"
E: ‘.'Oh, I get all kinds, Sometimes I get them mixed. I usually
get hard candy though. I don't like the creems."csecesecce
I*tll tell you what I like though. You know those candies of hers
with the nuts around?®
I: "And the fudge inside?"
Ee .
, - E: "Yes. Oh, boy! Do I like those."
I: "Thet is my favorite candy too,"
T E: "I think thet is the best candy I ever tasted. Where I used to

work when I did house work, the men ussd to get her candy all the
time and bring it home, and when he got same of those, he always got
a pound for me t0o. My husband is just crazy about c2ndy."seveeccose

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room E October 2, 1931,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
' Interview No.8,

Discuss transportation to DeKalb for some time.
Employee complains of difficulty of keeping clothes clean on
train to DeKalb,

I: "They don't always have those white covers on the train,
do they?"

B "They nevér do on the five o'eclock train. In the summer

time they used to have it on the three o'clock train, but they
have them on the L£ivVe.seeeesl don't think I ever seen them there
once."........

I: "I wonder why they have them on the three and not on the rive,"
E: "I don't know Why.".......

I: "What is the destination of the five o'clock train?"

(Employss, evidently misunderstanding, recites all ot
Chicago Stetions.)

E: "Then it stops at Wheaton. Then thers are a couple little
stops between there and DeKalb, but I don't remember just what
they ¥ o YO

I: "Where do they go from DeKalb?"

"Well, they go to Clinton. Thet is in Iowa. I shink thet
the lest place it BtOpSo"ooooooo

b

I: "Where does the three o'eclock train go?"

E: "Oh, that's & fast train. That goes a long ways away, I

think 1t goes to the coast., That only stops at the biggest

places, That doesn't stop until it gets to DeKalb, and then it
doesn't stop until it gets to Clinton, That's one of the tast
trains, I would get home real quick when I went on thete™eeesoeee

I: "I suppose they figure that's a mors important train.”

E: "Yes, That's the way it is, That's one of the big trainS."ecceces

I: "I suppose they don't care so much if they have white covers
on the smaller trains,.”

E: "No. The five o'eclock train is just a local,”
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I.R. 10/2/31 Cont'd. 2., 05~8.

E: "My husband was sick for .thres or four days in August and
he had to stay home. He was coughing and sneezing and I
thought he had hay fever, So he stayed in bed & whole day
and then I said to him, "Are you taking me down or don't you
feel well enough to?' He said, 'Oh, sure I'm taking you down
because I'm going to a doctor.' We know a doctor down here
and he went to him and you know what he had = & fever of a
hundred and three. The doetor said he had the walking flu,
You know I didn't have any pajemas up here so the lady I'm
staying with gave him & heavy union suilt to wear, and you
know when he woke up in the morning it was soaking wet and
you could see where it had gone through the sheet and the
mttress even, But he felt a lot better. He stayed in bed
all that dsy, and the next day too." |

I: "Oh, he stayed up here with you?"

E: "Oh, yes, If he hed stayed down in DeKalb, I would have
had to stay down there with him., I couldn't let him there by
himself.ceoeseeMen are so helpless when they're sicik, They
can't do nearly as much as women can for themselves,." (laughing)

I: "Yes, they are that way, aren't they?"

E: "My husband is hardly ever sick. I think that is the only
time-he has been sick since we got married, but when he has

a ecold it's always this and that."

I: "How do you mean?"

E: "Oh, it huPts him here and it hurts him there," (smiling)
I: (Smiling) "I suppose he wants some sympathy.”

E: "I suppose that's what he wants, Thet's what he says it for,
(smiling) but it (the sympathy) wouldn't do him any 200d+".eeeess

I: "Maybe it would."

: "I don't know. Maybe it wWould."eeevesoee

‘I: *So he stayed up here with you."

E: "Yes, That's why I was out all dey thet Monday."

I: "0h, that was the reason."

s o+ s martm e amm o m wm o o
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e

? B: "Yes, I aidn't like to go and leave him 8lone.".eevees
w I: "But Tuesday you came down,"

E: "YeS...e.eeHe jJust stayed in bed the rest or that asay.
He's all right now. He still coughs a little bit.sse..Say, I'll
be sure to make my train, today won't I?" »

I: ®Say, this helps you out, doesn't it?" (Interview &t end ot day)

B: "I'1l S9Feeeesseel don't have any too muech time to make my
train now that it leaves at fivVe..sseselamiling) I'11l be sure to
make it nOW."...-....

I: %How was your headache last week?"

E: "It was just fine. I guess that must have helped because it
didn't bother me any more, so you must have helped it. (smiling)

"T didn*'t like tea when we first had it for lunch in the test
: room, but now I've gotten so that I like it., I didn't used to
! could drink it at all but it tastes good now. I like cotifee
. bettero"o'occooo

I: "That's right the Norwegiens are great for coffee, aren't they?"
E: "I'll say, ©Some of them drink so much of iteMececcces

I: "Yes, I remember there was a family lived across the street
from us, They hed a coffees pot on the stove all the time,"

E: "Yes, 'Some of them drink it all the time. Why, there is
some people that have coffee for breakfast, then they have a little
lunch in the morning about ten thirty and they have cofiee again,
then at noon they have coffee 2gain and about five o'clock they
have some more, It's just a little lunch you know, and then for
supper they'll have it again., We never had it that way in our
house., We never drank much coffee.,. We had it in the morning
and sometimes we would have a little in the morning for lunch,
but we never had it et noon. We aiwgs had milk or something
else to drink. Sometimes we would have a little coftfee and
lunch in the aftefnoon, but we never had it for sSUPETre™ecscess

I: "And I thought all Norwegians drank a lot of coffeel” (laughing)

-

“','»'\'
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E: "Oh, some of them do. Some of them drink it all the time,
but we never did at home. My husband doesn't like corfee. Oh,
he'll have some for breakfast, but he doesn't 1like itiecescos ‘

" "I'm getting fat, I'm oinz to have to step eating so rmech,
Oh, how I'm eating! It's the cool weather I think, Whenever
I lose anything it is not where I want it. (indicaving hips)
I always lose it in my face 8nd 8rMSeMeeecccore

I: ™ou don't look overweight."

E: "Oh, I weigh a lot more than I'm supposed to."

I: "How much are you supposed to weigh?"

E: "Well, it would be all right if I were & hunired amnda thirty-
five; but I'm 2 hundred and forty-ons. I1'm supposed to be a hundared
and thirty-three, but 2 hundred thirty-five would be all right,

I don't eat very much for lunch. I just bring a sandwich and

some frult and sometimes I eat my sandwich in the morning so then
I don't have anything lefte"eaocecs

I: "You mean you don't eat any lunch,"”
E: "Well, then I will just eat my fruit," (looking as clock.)

I: ®It's time for you to get ready, isn't it? Don't you want to
2o in the washroom and fix up, Anna?"

E: ™o, I will just put my hat on here," (arrenging mirror on
desk .and putting on her hat.)

I: "0Oh, you have a Eugenie, haven't you?"

E: "I don't like it. I just bought it, but I don't like %o
We&l‘aito"oootooo

I: "Your husband hesn't seen it yet, has he?"

E: " bad it home last time, but he didn't ses it on me, I had
it on vhen we went in the house, but it was dark and I took it
off before we got the lights on. I didn't want him to see it.

I let him ses the hat afterwards, but not on me, I said, 'How.
do you like it?' He says: (in indifferent tone) "Oh, it's all
right. '

ASITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE
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RECORD ‘OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room October 9, 1931,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
Interview No. ©O.

E: "These shoes (Looking at her shoes) are real clumsy.”
(Employee is wearing low-heeled but attractive oxfords)

I: "I think they're nice looking."

E: "They're real comfortable. The only trouble is that thaey
kind .of gap on the side here. I guess I'll have to take them
back. (asserting herself confidently) It shows when I walk.

I think I'1l see if they can do something about it.  Meybde
they could raise it in here. (under the instep.) I'm going to
ask thenm anywayeMececccocos

"I missed my train anyway, last week! I missed ‘:h'. by Jjust
tw0o minuteseMcecoscce

" I: "How soon does the next train go?"

E: "I had to wait until 6:21, and there isn't enough time to
€0 homeeMuceccccnsees

I: "That sure mekes a lot of difference, doesn't it?"

E: "I'1l say, I don't got home till so late. It was about
quarter to eight whem I got home. (Employee goesinto detailed
acecount of exact routing.)

"you know I had to laugh at Hi, When he came up last time
he said, 'How's your neck?' I said it was all right, but he
felt it and he said I had some lumps there. DBut it daidn't
hurt me 8t 8llescccee

"I kind of thought I was going to get a cold this morning.
My throat felt kind of scratehy, but it went away as soon as
I washed out my mouthe.eesseYou know, they say a little wine
is good faor colds. You know, you warm it up and it's good for
you. But I don't like whiskey, I think it tasves terrible,
I never could drink it. You Ikmow, in Norway - that's a wet
country - they used to have it there, but I never 1iked ift.....
The only thing I like is a glass of wine once in a while,
I don't mind that.

"I have a girl friend that was quite sick, and the doector
told her to got all the wine and drink it that she could get her
hands on. I guess she didn't have enough blood. They ssy it
makes more blood. She did thait and she's getting better. I
guass it's suppossed to be good for you when you're sick."
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I: "I wonder if it would be always."

@ E; "Well, the doctor told her to take that."

I: "Well, I was thinking of people who have too much acid.
I know a doctor that will hardly let people touch even {ea or
coffee when they are that way."

E: "Yes, something like that would be different. I suppose
it would be bad for some people. I know a lady that couldn't
drink coffee without & lot of milk in it..es...That's one thing
I wouldn't want to drink. Milk in my coffee! (disgustedly)
If I couldn't have cream in my coffee I wouldn't weant any at
all.".....o..o

I: "I like cream in mine $00. eeeeeoBut if I conldn't have it,
I could drink it black."

E: "We used to have bread with that dark brown cheese they have
in Norway on it with our tea in the afternoon. I liked that,.
It's a dark brown cheese,"

. I: "Whet is it they o1l that?" (Employee tries to think of it) -
" ~ Oh, it's yettost and premost, isn't it?"

E: "Yes, that's 143" (mniling)ececesccccss
I: "How do you spell them?"

E: "Let me see. I will have to think., (she painfully spells
out, - 'y~e=t=-two-s=t,*) You know, it is hard for me to spell
in English, In Norwegien it is nothing, but vhem I spell in
American, I have to first think of it in Norwegian and then
think vhat it is in American, I never learned how to spell
in American, but that's what mmkes it hard., But in Norwegian
it is easy.” (laughing)

I: ™And how is premost spelled?"
E: (spells it with daiffieulty) "It takes me a long time.

There are lots of things they have to eat in Norway that are
different from hereo"oooo.ooooocoot

I

L 2]

"What's that dried, white fish that you eat?"

=

E: (Beaming) "Oh, luttafist?"

‘,;}“

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



i e et )

P

{f,’.a

¢

sl

I.H. 10/9/3L Cont'a, 3. 05-9,

I: "Yes, that's it."

E; "Oh yes, that's a good Norwegian dish! Zverybody eats that.
Especially at Christmsa time,"

I: "It's supposed to be & speciml treat, isn't it?"

E; "Yes, but it isn't as good here as what you get in Norway!
It is not nearly as goodi™

I: "Why 1is that?"

E: ™iell, you can't nmke it the same here. (explaining process
but not clearly. In this conversation and in further discussion
of "yettost" and "premost! Employee unconsciously uses
Norwegian words three or four times, She laughs at this but
does not seem embarrassed.) You know, it is funny the way I get
my words mixed at home. I get my English and my Norwegian
mixed. My husbend laughs at me, He says, 'Why aon't you talk
Norwegian or BEnglish? Why do you have to mix them?' And I
say, 'Well, what difference does it make? You can understand
me.' He never does that., He speaks English real good. He cen
speak Germen as well as he can speak Norwegian, too. He used to
work up in Mimmesote, and he lived with some Uermen people up
there. He can speak Swedish real good, too. You know, it is
funny. The Norwegians cen understand the Swedes, but the Swedes
‘can't unierstand the Norwegians. Their langumge is quite a bit
alike, only the Swedes can hardly understand what the Norwegians
are saying, I don't know what there is about it; the Norwegians
can't talk Swedish, but they can understand what the Swedes are
88y ingZesecsssessOh, We have so much fun, (laughing) I mesn about
me mixing my English and my Norwegisn."..eceeeee

t*You know the lady that I stay with works two days. She
works on Mondey and Tuesday, s0 she doesn't get home until late.
Those two nights I cook dimer, Do you ever cook?".

I: "I 1like to, but right now I'm just rooming........mdn't
I tell you that I gave up my apartment?"

E: "Oh, did you®?"

It "Yos, the girl I was living Wi th went to Europe for the winter.
She's going to be in Switzer land.”

E: (bea‘ming) "She is} Won't thet be nicel".

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE
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T RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room October 16, 19351,
. 4 Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
& ' Interview No,10,

(Employes seems very quiet today,., Discuss weather.)
I: "say, how did you get the train last time, Anna?"

E: "Oh, say. I didn't have to cateh it at all. My husband
came up here for me., When I got to Lwenty-~second and Cicero,
he was standing there waiting for me. I didn't know he was
going to come, and I wasn't even looking for anyone, but I just
happened to look that way and I saw him standing there., Wasn't
that funny? I don't know yet if I can mske my train in time or
not. I didn't have a chance to ses, !lg didn't know I was going
to be down here (being interviewed) see? He was standing at
Twenty-second and Cicero, and the man where I am staying, was
standing over at Gate 10 to see me if I ceame oubt that WAy «Meeess
I couldn't get out where I saw him because they eouldn't stop.
I had to wait until they got to the L and there was a train going
by so he had to stop,; so I told the conductor that I wanted to
s get out, He must have thought I was crazy, (laughing) riding
s ) such a little WEYSo"opooooocooo

I: "It is a good thing you happened to see your husband, wasn't
it?" .

E: ™"Yes, but he said if they hadn't gotten me there, they would
have gone over to the station and they could have gotten There
quick,

"But he won't be up tonight. He came last week because work
is awfully slack. They are only working two and thres weys a week
now, That is how he happened to come up. Well, he worked every
dey last week, but 1t was only for a couple of hours. It came to
about two dgys for the whole WeeKeeeeoeoOf course if he has to go
on & long baul, like when they have to move furniture for someone,
then they may be gone two and vhree deys at a Time,"

I: "Doesn't he work on the highway in the surmertime?"
E: ™es, he works on the country ro8d."ssecess

& I: "I don't suppose he does any hauling in the summertime then,
does he?"

1 E: "No, some other fellow has to go in the summer time, but most

- of the hauling comes in the rall, Sometimes there will be a long
haul in the winter time, but not very often. Then he will be gone
for two or three dayS."....-.'o...-..'
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I: "How do they count their time then?"

& E: "Well, he pays them for overtime now. He aidn't use %o do

' it. He used to pay them for a full week even if they only worked
two or three days, but then for the last yeszr he hasn't doneée that.
He pays them for what they work now. If they just work a few
hours, they just get paid for that,”

I: "How do they fix it on the haul?"

 '. E: "yell, he pays them for thet. lthey drive as long as they can.
‘ Usually they stop about ten o'clock ana go to bed. Of course if
they come to a town before that, sometimes they got to bed before
thatc"oooduoo'oooo ‘

I: "And they pay them overtime for the extra driving?"
E: "Yes, he pays them overtime for all #Iet NOWe"eesosss
; I: “How about their traveling expenses?"

i E: "Oh, he pays for all that too. He pays for their meals and
their beds when they are gone. He only has two men to do the long
! £ hauling, so if my husband doesn't go, the other fellow has to go.

I eesseolle said if he had any work to do or not, he wouldn't cone

up this week,"

I: "So you don't have to watech for him this week?”

E;: "No, he won't come anyway this weeK.eeees.sl stopped at the
hospital and got weighed on the way up and I gained two pounas,
Isn't that terrible? I will have to stop eating like I said I
would. I weigh one hundred and forty two now."

I: "You weighed one hundred and forty last time, didn't you?"

E: ™es, I don't kxnow how I do it. I don't eat very much. I
only eat a good meal for dinner, Of course sometimes things
taste pretty good. Like the other night we had sweet potatoes
and I ate four of them they were so good, (laughing) They weren't
1little ones either. They were great big ones. They were so good,
I couldn't help it, but I don't eat too much for dinner. Maybe
it is because I eat lunch in the morning at nine thirty. I

guess I will have to stop that."”

g’ I: "Weren't you telling me you didn't eat breakfast?"

E: "Yes, snd I will have to stop eating that sandwich in the
morning. "

v

I: "Well, if you don't eat it at nine thirty, don't you eat
it at noon?"

-
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E? "Yes, but it does you morse good when you feel like eating
it don't you think? I am so hungry at nine thirty, so when I
eat that sasndwieh it does me a lot of good. You know I think
if you just don't feel for something, it doesn't do you so
mueh good, don't you?"

I: "Do you mean that if you ate the sandwich at noon, it
wouldn't make you gain so?"

B: "es, I would be eating the sandwich but &t noon I don't
feel like eating and in the morning I can haraly wait to get,
it. I don't think it would meke me get fat at noon the way
it does in the morning, do yoyu?" .

I: "How do you know you wouldn't be more hungry at noon if you
didn't eat anything at the lunch period?"

Ey "Oh, I em never hungry at noon. Don't you think if you
are awfully hungry and don't eat something, it kindof wears
off and then you don't feel like eating later? I think if I
didn't est anything in the morning, that it would Kind of weer
off by noon. I wouldn't feel 80 much like eating,"

I: "But you woula est the sandwich anyway?"

B; "Yes, but I don't think it would do me so much good then.

I can't figure out how I gain so much, I don't care much for
sweets, I don't eat much SweetS.".esses.(interviewer laughing )
I: "Except sweet potatoes.” (laughing)

E: ™es, they were sweet, weren't they? ‘(‘laughing)._d’fou gmow they
weren't 1little ones either, They were great big fellows. On
top of that I had soup. I like potatoes. I eat the skins and
everything on the other kind, but with the sweet potatvoes I don't.
They are too loog,."

I: "Is that a Norwegian word?"

E; "Yes, it meaNS.ee.ee0s0(hesitating)

I: "“Does it mean loggy?"

E: "es, that is what it means. You know, kind ot stieéky.
It is tough.”

I: "Say, I will be leerning Norwegian yet, won't I? Yett means
goat and loog means loggy, and lutt meeans lye." =

- ———
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E: (laughing) "That is right, only lutt isn't lye. It is the
strong stuff they put in to make it get soft.Xt is a special
kind of ashes, They take a big chunk of wood &na burn it unvil
there is nothing but white ashes lefv. I don't know what kind
of wood it is. In NHorwegian it is a berge tree, but I don't
know what it is in English. It has & heavy, oh, what do you
¢all it on the outside of a tree?" ' ‘

A

H
o

"Bark?"
E

)

"Yes, I wes afrsid to say it but it is the same in Norwegian,"

I: ™Don't be afrfaid to say things in Norwegian. Msybe I will
learn something about it then,"

E: (laughing) "Yes, it is easy.”
I: "That isn't 2 birch tree, is it?"
E: "Maybe it is, I don't know."
s I: "What color was the bark?"
f_”‘v. E: ';It was dark."
I: "Well, a birch tree has white bark,"

E: "It wasn't that kind. I don't know what it is. I have never
sgen it here., Luttafist doesn't taste nearly as good in this
countryesesvesel can still see that big barrel that we used to
keep it in vhen I was a little girl, but I never made it in the
0ld country, so I didn't kxnow how to meke it. <+hat is why I don't
know just what was in-it..eeseesie have it where I stay, ‘hey
like. it tOO”o"ooooooo.o

"I didn't et very much last night. £verybody went ous, so
I was alone. I just hed some bresd and butter and tea, but I
| didn't have anything to do so I went to bed &t nine thirty., I
don't know why I am S1e6Dpy $0d&8Ye eessecesecs

I: "How do you like to be alone, Anna?"

E: "How do I like to be alome? I like is. You know they have
company there all the time where I stey. There is always- somebody
there. You dn't get a chance o be alone very o ten, =0 I like

it when I c@N.eseeesssesI have always liked to be alone, ihen I was
a little girl I liked to be alons even, My ather used vo like to
get up early, so I used to got up early too. Oh, I woula get up

at four or five o'clock in the mornins because my rather got up
then., Nobody else had come up yot. Then when my mother and sister
would come up, I would go to bed again. (laugning) 'fhey would come
up about seven and then I would go back to bed again, They would

’,ﬁn&
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laugh at me because I would go back for more sleep.,”

L

& I: "Would you sleep long the second time?"
E: "Not long. I would stay thers about an hour."
I: "Would you get undressed again?"
B: "No, I wouldn't get dressed the first time. I would just
put something on to keep me warm. I just liked to be up early
so I eould be 8lonC.esesesseSometimes It would be as light as
day then too."
I; "That is right. You have the midnight sun there, don't you?"
. Es ™"Yes, Sometimes the moon is as brighf as that here though.
g The last time there was a full moon when I got up and when I went
R out into the kitchen, it was just like day out there from the
moon......,..n.
} "Say, there are more people being laid off, aren't there?"
' 1 thought they would lay of £ a lot and then be through."ceee..
f (. I: "It is too bad,"
E: "That's how I feel. It mekes you wonder if they have anything
to eat at homs.™
I: "Yes, you know there are some of them that have it pretty bad.”
E; "Then I suppose some of them have it all right."
i
-
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

oY

e Relay Assembly Test Room October 23, 1931.

Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
Interview No. 1l.

b

Employee is very quiet today, Much of the interview
time is spent in silence or in comments on the weather or
yewning,

- Interesting Remarks

I: "Those are ecute beads you have on Anna,"
g E: "They're ten cent store beads.”
I: "They are?"

: E: "YeS.eessooseoel don't usually wear beads, I don't like the
i feeling of them. I didn't buy these. I had some others but my
: girlfriend's little boy broke them so she told me to teke these.
They only cost ten cents.”

] I: "They don't 100k itseesesess50 your girlfriend's little boy
: broke them,"

B: ™es, he's so rough. I've never seen a kid like him. He
wants to see everything and you have to give it to him and the
first thing he does is tesr it up. I never have saw & kid like
him before." ecceecscccsce

I: "Is he mean?"

E: "No, He isn't mean. He just has to break everything up.
That is why I say I've never seen a baby like him before..ecee
And he can't even talk yet."

I: "He =n't?"

E: "No, he is slow. He was one yesr old in June. Don't you
think he is kind of slow."

I: "That mekes him & year and & half doesn't it?"

E: "Yes, and he wets his pants and then when he does he'll come
and say, 'Same.' I told him he should come first and not after-
wards, He will come and ssy, 'Same, same,' and pull his wet
diapers and go *'Ugh, ugh,' and you know I never saw a kid so

0ld go after the bottle the way he does, He will wke his
blanket and put it on the floor and then say, 'Boto, boto.!

When he gets his bottle he will lie down end drink it and then
he will get up again, I never saw a kid like him, He wants it

A

3
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o every five minutes, and at his age he ought to be zetting over
u& it but he is getting worse all the time. He is always going

around hollering for a bottle, and you know he won't sleep
more than & half an hour during the day. He won't g to sleep.
Why when we were little we used to sleep two or three hours but
not him. He is such a funny kid. Why one time we went to the
store and we saw some bottles and he started screaming, 'Boto,
boto,' and they wers great big ones you know, not little ones
like hise"eseeessee

"When my husband comes over he always picks him up and carries
him around and gives him everything he wants, %o you should see the
kid secream when he sees my husband coming. ¥Why you know he won't
g to anyone else when my hushand is around, not even to his father
or mother. You ¢en't get him away. I guess it is because he gives
him everything he wants. I tell him he shouldn't give him every- :
thing but he says oh, he'll forget @bout it, but I don't think he j
does forget about it. She has her hands full. She has & girl who ‘
is gsix years old and she has to teke her to sechool and go for her
at noon and bring her back agein because they live so far away,
It keeps her jumping.” :

T s bare

{ B : Pr——
E: "Say, what do you think of the charity plan?®"
I: "I think it is pretty good, what do you think?"
E: "I think it is too. This way nobody will miss a few ;:ents.
I'd just as soon do it. You would spend the money anyway and
you'll never notice it this way.,"
I: ™Did everyone sign up?"
E: "Yes, they all did. I think it,ié 8 2000 1088eMseesccss
I: "Did they make you feel that you ought to?"
’ E: "No, I would just as soon give twenty-five cents." They

told us if we couldn't afford it we shouldn't do that but what's
a few coents,"

sk ckkk

¥

Interviewing Relationship

E: "Say, how long is this going to last?"

T 1
N

I: "I don't know., Why, do you wish it would stop?"
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I:
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"No, I don't cere and it helps me out anyway because I can get

. quicker." i
"That's 'right. Did@ you eatch your train last time?"
"I just mede it. I just had a minute."

: '.'Cou-ld you make it if you were up in the test room?"
"Yes, I think so but this way I don't have to hurry.” E

"I was afraid I'd have to have ybu down this morning instead
this afternoon. I thought I would have to be gone this after-

noon."

E;

"Well, if I would have to "s,’cay there I would have to, that's

all." (smiling)

A
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room

] October 30, 1931.
Recorded by: I. Rousseau

Operator No. ‘ B.
Interview No. 12.

Discuss weather,
E: "YS_S-‘oooo‘ocoooco

"I wonder why it is so many people have to wear glasses in
this country. In the old country nobody but old people wore
glasses., You never saw anybody but real old people; never young
people. Here so meny people wear glasses, I wonder why it is.

Do you think 1t is the air? I don't know what it could be. Maybe
it is that.,"

I: "You mesn you think meybe.the air affects the eyes,"

E: "Yes, maybe it did that. I don't know thoughe..eel don's

know what it is, but in the old country nobody wears glasses.

My father was real old before he wore them. He wes seventy years
old. I have a girl friend that has to wear her glasses all the
time, so she doesn't feel right unless she has them on all the

time., She stumbles back and forth over everything, (laughing
hilariously)if she doesn't have them on, I suppose that is because
she wears them all the time, huh. Then you can'ty get along without.
them. " .

I: "I esuppose it depends on whet is the matter with your eyes, don't
you think?"

E: "Maybe. I know a girl that wears glasses for when she looks
faraway, and then she has another pair that she puts on when she
has to work or read. (laughing) She has to wear tWO DPAIrs."eeeeecss
So meny people wear glasses in this country.”

I: "Did you liwe in the country in Norway?"
E: "I lived in the city too. It was just a 1little city though.”
I: "Do you know how big it was?"

E: "I don't exactly remamber how many thousand. Maybe twenty
thousand?™

I: "Did you notice if more people wore glasses in the ¢ity than
in the country?"

E: (laughing) "In the country nobody wears glasses, You never see
glasses in the country. I don't know why they don't have anything
the mAtter with their eyes in the country."
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I " wonder if it is the..difrerem; kind bf life they live in the

country and city has anything to do with- it.”

E: '”011, yes. In the country you are out of aoors all the time. Maybe
it is because you have fresh air, or maybe you don't use your eyes
so much in the country. You don’t have to look as so many things."

I: "You mesn like walls, and trees and things? You would have those
to look at in the country, wouldn't you?"

E: "Yes, that is right, but in the city there are so meny things we
are looking at all the time, The c¢ity is full of so many things.
Maybe we kind of wear them out. UYhat is funny, to wear ouv your
eyes, ism*t it? (laughing) You are born with them and you think they

~would stay with you as long as you live, but they get weake"sesess.

I: "I wonder it some of the things people do in the city aren't
harder on the eyes than in the country.”

E: "I think so. . Now I neéever had trouble with my eyes until I
worked here, but you ean't help getting it when you have to sit ana
100k at one spot all day, Of course L used to Sew 8t homee".sevees

I: "I suppose you talked while you sewed, didn't you?"

E: "Yes, we would talk to each other a lot and then we wouldn't
sew very long. ‘e would have lots of other things to do.™

Ii *I suppose you wouldn't be apt to sew more than a couple of
hours at a time, would you?" :

E: "No, we never sewed for & whole day at & time and besides

we weren't looking at one place all the time, but everybody work-
ing in the M™ctory here is looking at one thing all the time.
They can't help but get trouble with thelr eyesS.Mccececece

I: "I was thinking of that sort of thing vhen 1 asked you if
there wasn't some difference in the way country ppoples and city
people live."

E: "Oh, I think so. In the country some of the things you do
you can do with your eyes shut. You are looking up in the sky
a lot. I think that must be what makes a difference.".ccecssee
I: "And think ot all the stenographers in the offices downtown."

E: "Yes, they have to look right at what they are writing all
day long. ssc0ceove

I: "And the people in clothing factories.®
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E: "Yes, they have to watch wimt they are doing real closely all
the time, but in the country you are outside most of the time."sssees

I: f'I wonder if there are some people in the country who have
trouble with their eyes, that don't see a doctor about it."

E: "I imagine there must be. You hardly ever g to the doctor

in the country. Sometimes the doctor is miles and miles away., I
know one time when I was real young - I must have been about fifteen
or sixteen - and I went to visit my girl friend. She lived way up
in the mountains, It was five nmiles from us, but there are seven .
American miles in one Norwegiean mile, so it is really thirty-flve
English miles. The doector lived I don't know how many miles away,
but one day her 1ittle brother was out on the rield and what is

that thing they cut hay with?" :

I; "4 scythe?"

L 1

E: '"Yes, a scythe. Well, he cut it hers, (Pointing to shin) You
know there is not much meat there and he hed a terrible cut. It was
about so long. (Measuring four inches) You know his mother was ery-
ing and saying, 'What shall we do?' So I took and sewed it up. What
else could we do? I just took some white thread and a needle and you
know that healed up just as nice as could be, When you think of it
now, it is a wonder he didn't get blood poisoning or something, His
father was out in the field. He was crippled and he had to ride a
horse. He walksd so slow, He came in and found out what we had done
for the boy. What could they do? They couldn't get him to a doctor.
I didn't think, but I had to run and get a drink afterwarda. I don't
think I could do it now,”

I: "I don't think I could either.,"

E: ™ust a nsedle and white thread. My it was so beautiful up there,
Right behind their house, there was & place where water came down
OVOresseeese What d you call that?

I: "A waterfall?"”

E: ™fes, that is what you call them., When there was much water
coning over, it rmde so0 much noise you couldn't hear yourself
talk in the house, They were so used to it they didn't even notice

itQ”bOOQQ...

I: "Yes, I SuppoOSe® SO.eeeecesesesl SUpPpose thers were lots of water-
falls around there?"

E: "1'll say. They are all over Norway and lots of rivers. They
run domn to the sea. I think the water must come from the ground
in the mountains, because it keeps running all the time,”

MILWAUKEE
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I: "Wasn't there snow in the mountains?”

E: "Yes, but I think some of it must have come from the ground
SOMe WaYeseeeesCaUse it kept running all the time."

I: *"Were those the mountains in the north or the south of Norway?"

E: "That was in the south of Norway, I lived with my sister there
for a while."

~I: "Didn't yvou used to live in the north of Norway?"

E; "Yés, I was brought up in northern Norway, but I used to go down
and visit my sister. That is how I met this girl friend, and then
when + went down there later, I saw her again."

I: "And your sister lived in the mountains'too?"

E: "Well, she really wasn't in the mountains. ¥We would have to go
in a boat to go from there to my girl friends and then her brother

wuld meet us with a horse and buggy. It was such & long ways that
we couldn't walk," '

I: "Was that on a Fiord?"

E: "Yes, there are Fiords all over Norway. <+here was one where I
lived tQQo"oooo see :

I: "Was your farm right on a fiord?"
JirH ”Yes~_o"oooqooo
I: "I have always wanted to see a fiord.,"

E: "They are very beamutiful, We didn't used to think so when we
lived there though. It is when you get awsy from it."eeeeecccies

I: "I wonder why it is that you think more of it when you get
away from it."

E: "I guess it is because you think of it more.,"

I: "But I wonder why that would meke you think it was more
beautiful "

E: "I guess it is because when you don't have it, then you want
it. Like when I lived over there, we didn't think anything of the
midnight sun, but when other people would go up there, they wuld
think it was wonderful. When I tell psople about it, they think
they would like to see it. I would like to see it now too, Vhen
we were there, we didn't think it was different tvhan ean ordinary
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sunset, I think it is the same, only that the sun sets in the
ocean there and doesn't stay down so long snd then comes up
right away again." -

£

I: "How do you meanp" 1

E: "Well, it doesn't go way down like the sun does here. I%
just goes down & little ways. It sess right in the ocean there
and stays there a couple of hours and while iv is tvhere, everything
is real besutiful. The mounteins are all purple, and the sky is
8o bright. It is not like it is here. Just for a little while

you know, and then pretty soon it starts going .upvagaﬂin."
: I: "Do you meean the sun stays right where you c&n see it &t the
s edge-of the water?"
v E: "Yess That is the way it is. I suppose that is what makes :
it beautiful, Here you just see tlie sunsets for a rew minutes
{ and there it lasts for a long timB.esseeee
i , _
"My husband wants to go back there to st@¥eeeses I don't

; know if I GO Or NObteseess.sOh, is it time to go alreedy? Ny,
f e the time has passed so quickly."
]
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4 | RECORD OF INTERVIEW

| Relay Assenbly Test Room November 6, 1931,
b o ‘ Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
e ‘ Interview No. 13.

Employee 1s absent because of illness.
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

November 25, 1931,
Operator No. 5.
Interview No., l4.

Relay Agsembly Test Room
Recorded by: I. Rousseau

Employee has been ebsent for two weeks with the
flu. Interview is spent discussing the weather and the details
of her illness = especially the latter.

Significant Remarks

E: "I don't know what was the matter with me. I couldn't look
at food, It just mede me sick to look at it. But I only losi
three poundasi"

ke e 24 3 o k¢ ok

B: "My husband ceme up here the first Friday and I went to
DeKalb on the second Friday."
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£ RECORD OF INTERVIEW

USSR

Relay Assembly Test Room December 11, 1931.
Recorded by: I. Rousssau ‘ ‘ Operator No. 5.
Interview No. 15.

Attitude toward Supervisors

Both going in and out of room, employee stopped and
looked at pictures of Hawthorne Works Staff, Before sup rvisor
has left the room after bringing her down, she wipes ofif the
glass over Mr. Pennock's picture and says,

"There is our good boss."”
I: (laughing) "I wonder if Chip heard you sey that,"
E: "Oh, he wouldn't caree"eecescoses

: I: "Say, (referring to fact that at Employment Office, employee
i brought her wraps with her and left for the train) this isnt't
1 : going to be 80 good for you to get to the train, is it?"

(™ B: "Nb-, I just have time to get out and go to the other platform.
- The train is changed now, It is four minutes earlier yet."

I: "Cen you make it all right?"

E: "Yes, I made it every time so far. I am already %o punch.
We used to have the clock all to ourselves after that gang way
down at the end of forty-seven got another clock, but now there
is a small gang that hes to use it. Sometimes they get out
there even before we do, but I just go up in the front. I don't
care what he says. Sometimes the Gang Boss hollers at me and
says, 'Get in line.' I don't pey any attention to him and he
doesn't say it any more.” '

Leisure Time: Singing

Discuss carnival of nations program for this evening,
E: "I will have to listen to it on the radio. I haven't anything
special to do, s0 I might as well stay home and listen to the
r&dio."...........

1 "Some of the ladies from my lodge are singing tonight.".es.

I: "Is that a regular fraternal lodge?"

¢

¥
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I.R. 12/11/31 Cont'd. 2, . ' 05-15,

mm—— B: "That is what they call the Daughters of Norway. They have
what they cell the Sons of Norwey too, and they have the Daughters

o of Sweden and the Sons of Sweden. The Swedes have wonderful

i voices. I love to hearr a Swedish man singi".eecsesvee

I: "I heard the Swedish men's chorus down at the Aragon the other
night." ' :

B, "Onh, 4id youv?"

I: ';Yes, and they had fine voices."

B: ';I like to listen to singing.".;......

I: "You mean people singing together.or in solors?®

BE: "Well, I like them both, only when some people sing alone,they
just screech., Some of them have good voices and then some of them
,. don't. Last year I heard & lady that had a wonderful voice. She
| : had the most wonderful voice I ever hesard. She was guite an old
lady too. She had gray hair, I heard her once in DeKalb and
once in Chicago., I went to the show and she was telling some of
the girls that she taught to. sing that people in America have
good enough voices, only some of them don't have a chance to study
becauses it.costs too much money,, 80 she was helping some of them,
She said, 'Wie dm't need to send to Europe for singers any more,?
I thought that was real nice of har. Last ysar tvhere was a lady
that got the prize for being poplar - I don't know what you call
it."

R
‘

I: "You mean popular?"

E: ""yes, that's it. Popular. Well, they took a vote and she was
supposed to be the most popular., She had a beautiful voice. I
liked her real well. She is quite old too., She has a lot of
children. Her name was Homean,"

I: "Homen. Is she a Chiecago woman, or is she known outside of
Chicago?" :

E; "0Oh, I think she is well known all over the world. She is
one of the biggest women singers. Her name was Homen."

I: "You don't mean Homer, do you? Louise Homer?"

- | E; "Yes, that is it. Louise Homer. I just ca 't remember names,
Yhen I meet someone and turn around I don't remember it any more.”

I: *I am that way too. When I come fromh movie or when I Tinish
a8 book, I can't tell you the names of anybody in it."

3
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I.R. 12/11/31 Cont'd. ' 3. 05-15,

E: "I am that way too, When I come from the movie I can't tell
you the names of anybody in it. I guess lots of people must
think I am dumb."”

I: '"Well, some of us are dumb in that WY . (laughing) Other
people may be dumb in other ways,"

E; "Yes, that is rightesesssel thought she was the most wonderful
singer I ever heard....I would like to hear her again, even if she
18 Oldo"ooqcbro

I

as

"When did you hear her®"

E: "It was only three weeks ago on the radio. I saw the other
lady at a show,"

I: "You mean she sang at the movie house?"
E: ™No, it was just a little show. Thegy just showed her.”

Leisurse Time - Movies

E: "I don't go to the moves very much, They have such awful
movies on Saturday nights in UeKalb. ‘heyare erazy things.
All Vild Vest, but they show some wonderful movies during the

. week. Sometimes they get them before they do here in Chicago

in some theatres. Did you see Greta Garbo in her last picture?"
I: ™No, I missed that."”

Interviewer and employee try to think of name of it,
E; "Susan..‘n.'......" (laugling)
I: (laughing) "Lennox. Between us, we will get it, won't we?"
E: "Yes, between us., You know that last picture they had of Joan
Crawford, well they had that in DeKalb one week when i‘b was still
here in Chic 8go,"
I: ™You mean downtown?"
E: ™Yes, still downtown. But that was in the middle of the week.
I couldn't go to it. I don't know why they show such crazy shows
on Saturdsy night. Mesybe it is bsdause so many people go on
Seturday nights."

I: "Yes, maybe they will go anywey then.......Then they can drag
them in in the middle of the week for the good pictures.”

E: "Yes, I guess that is why they do it." (laughing)

MILWAUKEE
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Home
T E: "I won't get home until a quarter of seven."...eecesee
I: "Then do you have to get dinner?"

E: '"es, then I have to meke supper, but my husband has the
potatoes peeled and everything done.”

TI: "Well, that is different, isn't is?"
B: "Yes, I just have to stop and get some meat. It doesn't tée

long to get things 1e28AdY .ese«s My husband doesn't like to cook.*
(emphatically but laughing)

S e e

I: "He doesn't?"
| E: "No, he cen't staid it. Some men really like it, but he
doesn't like it. I guess it is because he is so clumsy. I guess
that is because he never did any of it, don't you think so?"

I: "I suppose so."

T U s tes o b 2T

E: "Now, my girl friend's hushand just loves to cook, He can cook
lots better than some women.".eecececcos

I: "But your husband doesn't ever cook at home?"

E: "No, he eats at the restaurant. He always has to eat dinmer
snyway at the restaurant. Sometimes he will get supper at home."

Neighbors

E: "One of our neighbors has been out of work for a long time. He

: works for the piano factory, and I don't know what they do., Some-

: times he won't work for weeks. Then he may work two days &nd be

out of work for weeks again, but I see they are running nights

i now. Things seem to be picking up a little bit before Christms,

' eseessl don't see how they can pay their taxes. they must have
had to pay them by now. Maybe they had to take & morigage on the
house. I don't see what else they could have done with him not
working. He is so skinny. He looks so 1little and dried up. And
they have had so much sickness in the last year and it doesn't take

. very long to go through your savings. Her husband had & nervous

I breakdown last year, and the wite was in the hospital and the

‘ yvear betore that one of the boys had one ot those things behind
his ear, vhat do you call them?"

-

I: '"Mastoids"

W - N oo g —— -~
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- E:  "Yes, that was it and then the year before thet, she had to go
o~ ' to the hOSpi’bal 'a’gain ‘bOO'o"o»oooot

I: "What was the matter?"

E: “She had & miscarriage last year. I don't know what was the

matter the year before, She was two months when she slipped.

(employee appears a bit self-conscious) Her husband was just like |
he was crazy when he had those spells and when the boy was sieck, ‘
he was all winter doctoring. ILook at the doctor bills they must : J
have! I don't see how they can have any money, but they never told

meo" : ’

I: "What do they do?"

E: "I dn't know. Sometimes I wonder vwhat they do.(employee
seems cold hearted in telling about her neighbors. Seems just
mildly curious as to what they were doing and not much concerned
with their welfare, ) ‘

I: "Don't they have a charity orsmnization wking care of them?"

7 E: "They must haveeeeesessssBut you know Norwégi’ans are proud,”

e

T
e " P T . B R S
Rl L AN e, g o M - - T e - . < ¥ SR -

I: "They-are?"

E: "Yes, especially the Norwegians of the older generation. They
think it is terrible to have to ask for anything, I think they would
rather go Withouteeeseosol think that is foolish. What can you do?"

I: "It seams to be a matter of life or death, doesn't it?"

E: "es, I think it is silly not to go end ask if you have to have

lto"otogocpoobo

I: "Of course, you can see how they might feel that way when they
have been independent all their 1ife and worked hard and saved their
monsy and maybe bought a home,™

R

E: "Yes, that is what my neighbor says. He says it is hard to go
4 and ask for things, I dm't know how much they peid on their house,
f but they couldn't have had very much left. They must have a mortgage
on it now though, or how could they live. I know lots of Norwegians
thet way. They just won't say anything about it. They haven't any-
thing. I wouldn't do that..eeessesNorwogians are funny. They would
rather starve than ask for anything.”
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3 I.,R. 12/11/31 Cont'd. 6. 05-15.

¢ E: vIf you IEve any Christmas shopping to do, you had better do it

in the morning., Several times I went for my Christmas shopping on
Saturday afternoon and it was terrible, I don't like to go with my
friends when I go Christmes shopping., You just never get through
that way. It is awful. VWhen L go to get @ comt or shoes or some-
thing like that, I like to have somebody with me, but not for

CNEE ks acsascmbie e BT '

UNIVERSITY

always take somebody with you when you go shopping

i E: "Oh, yes. I alwaysheve somebody with me then." (emphatically)

like to have them help you pick things out?"

E; "Yes, I have to have them with me. Otherwise I worry so. Once I
had to get & coat alone and I was so worried, I didn't know what to
do, but it is & nice coat,"

Sociability
L

Christres shopping."
I: "Do you
otherwise?"

I: "Do you

!
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Relay Assembly Test Room
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

December 24, 1931,

D

. Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
S : Interview No. 16,
Employee is very quiet this morning. +finally I'nterviewer
. introduces -topic.
s Christmas
I: "Well, I suppose you are going out to DeKalp today."
* E: "No, I amnot going out there for ChristmsS.”.sesesee
{
! I: n"Oh, your husband is coming in, is he?"
f E: "Yeso':oo'o’pooo.
x I: "¥Will he be home when you get there®?"
;., . ,
E: "I dm't know. If he is working, he won't drive in until
3 later, maybe about seven o'clock he will get here. Maybe he will
S be there when I get home, I don't know."
I: "Do you meke much of Christmas eve?"
E: "We are going to the house of the mother of the caughter of
the women I am living with. How do you sgy thaw?"
I: "You mean her mother-in-law?"
E; "Yes, It is her husband's mother. Ve are going over there
tonight. We always do on Christmas Eve,"
I: "Do they have & Christmas tree?"
5 E: "Oh, yes. They have a big Christmas tree.”ceccese
? I: "Will there be many children there?"
E: "Oh, yes. There are always lots of kids. (laughing) We wn't
have a Christmas tree where we are going for dimner, but we will
tonight....ssli@ arakoing to have dinner at the lady's where I
- stay. VWe always have Christmas dinner there."ceeseecse e nsver
- stgy in DeKalb in Christmas but I always have a Christmas tree down
there. (laughing) They don't Imve on where I stay so I have om in
DeKalb., I don't think it is Christmas without & Christras treg."eee..

(Also discuss weather.)

s
i
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: | RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room - January 12, 1932, B
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
Interview No, 17.

€

Employee is very quiet at first. They talk about
Christmas and interviewer has to draw employee out with many
comments and questions.

E: "I had & very quiet Christmas and New fear's too. I didan'’t

: 30 anythingeeeeesssoeBut I had a cold and I couldn't eat, I had a
'f gore underneath my tongue and I couldn't chew anything. Ny throat
i hurt and my ears hurt and my whole head hurte”ceeseseel think it

i was just from that sore under my tongue. I guess there was poison
i in my blood and it came out that way. I got that way the Mondsy
P before Christmes, But it didn't hurt me much until Christmes,

I could hardly eat my Christms dimler..........qun't that
terrible, but my tongue was all blisters.

: "My mouth used to get that way when I ate figs. They always
poisoned my mouth and I had a fig on that Monaay that it started
i to get that way so maybe it was from the fig.”

i
¥

€

"And that turkey was just wonderful. It only took three hours
t0 CO0K iteececeseThat lady Is a wonderful co0KeMieocoses

Attitude Toward Norway

E: "They have things & lot better in Norway. You can't get things
to eat here like you can there., UWhy the cakes that you buy in the
shop there are better than you can make yourselfe”.eceeeccs

I° "They are terrible here, aren't they?"

»

- E; "Yes, it tastes like they put flour and water together, but there
you couldn't meke them 2008 eMecesesns e

I: "In Zurope the bread is a lot better too, isan't ite"

S ey e A

E: "They have wonderful bread. It's mostly the vegetables though.
Everybody says they are difterent in this country than in Norway.
I guess it is becauss they grow them too fast hers,”

I: "How do you mean?"

»":3

-

E; "iWell, the sun is so hot here. It makes the things grow a
1ot tastere ecesoee

3

I: "Isn't it as hot thera?"

. e —————— - = — L ———
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E: "You don't feel 1t so much., It 158 SO Arye"eeess
I: "Does the thermometer run as high &s here?"

E: "Oh, higher, but you don't feel it, Sometimes thegy have a
hundred twenty in Norway."

I: "I should think the sun rays would beat down as hot on vegetables
there as here."

E: "Oh, but you don't feel it. It doesn't meske them grow so fast.
When I first ¢ame here, the lady I stayed with seid, 'You won't

get vegetables hers like you did in Norway.' Zveryome says the
same thing. They taste so different. Yhey haven't the same taste
at all," '

I: "I wonder why that is?"

E: "I think it is just that they have more .time to grow in Norway."

I: "How about vegetables like carrots and potatoes?"

E: "Oh, they are the same but everything else is so difterent,”

I: "You mesn like green peas,"

E: "Yes, and all the other wegetables, It is the green vegeté’bles
that don’t taste the same. Cauliflower doesn't taste the same at
all here. 7You can't take a whole hesd and cook it here."

I: "Why not?"

E: "Because it doesn't grow like it does in Norway. Z*ou always
have to cut part of it ofr."

I: "Oh, you mean it has spéts on it."

E: "Yes, you can't cook it whole like you can in Norway."

I: "You have been on a farm here, haven't you?!

E: "Yes,"

I: "Well, how sboat the vegetables on the tarms here compared with

the vegetables of Norway or is it just the vegetables that you get in
the city that are different?"

e —_

e —
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E: ™"Well, of course the vegetables you get in the country are more
fresh, but even then they are not the same."

f’}f“,
- I: "They aren't?"
E: "No, everyone tells you that., They are just not the same at all,
Oh, they taste so much better over there." (enthusiastically)
) I: (lauéhing) "You're stuck on Norway, aren't you?"
E: "Sure." (laughing)
 Attitude Toward Children
. |
i E; "I have a friend that had some twins, I would like to have
~ twins." (enthusiastically)
{‘ I: "Would you?"
B; "Yes, I think they ere so cute, There is a lady right behind me
in DeKalb that has twins, but she is real poor. She can't dress thenm
up. I wish they were mine.“....... :
fi, I: "Well, if she gets so poor she has to give them away, you'll
have to speek for them,"
E: "Oh, she wuldn't give them amay. You know one thing I wouldn't
like to have is triplets though, would you?"
I: "It would be pretty hard, wouldn't it?"
E: ™es, two are bad enough, but tiree is 00 MuCh. seee..l 8m crazy
about children."
. I: "Are you? so am I."
t, . E: "I tease my husband and tell him maybe we will have triplets.
My husband's grandmother had twins and his mother had twins and
my mother's mother had twins, but none of her children did."
I: ™ou meen none of your motherts sisters or brothers?"
E: "Yes. Gee, we had a big ramily."
1 Early Life in Norway
E: (continuing from above conversation) "I can remember what a
- good time we used to lmve in the winver time when we would go %o
L school, Vie were a mile and & half from school &anu we walked every

dey. Of course when it was too cold, they drove us in, bub we

P tan
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usually welked. There were-& lot of us and we did a lot of fighting
so we kept warm. You know how kids are. {laughing) There were ten
of us. Well, one of my sisters died when she was real small, but
there were a 1ot of us left.," (laughing)ecesevescecss

I: "Were you all in school st once?"

E: "Yes, we were about two years apart and so there was somebody
about in every grade. ‘There would be one in the second and one
in the third and one in the fourth and one in the fifth."

"I remember how med we used to get at my youngest sister.
She was always crying. Zven when she was growm up she would

cry......ooi.‘u
I: "How old was she when you lzft?"

E: "Twenty. VWhenever you would want her to do something, she
would say, 'I wom't do it.' Ve would get so mad at her and then
she would start to cry and my dad would say, 'Now don't you

meke my beby ery.' You know how everybody pays attention to the
youngest. He always stuck up for her. Ve used to get S0 madeeesss
Then when we got her alone sometime we would slap her, She never

- wanted to & anything. We always had to do it insteadeMicecvesssess

"She is married now and has three children. I guess she has
three now. She was having another one and I guess it has come

- by now., She has a lithtle boy about five and a little girl about

twWo,."
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QE; : ) RECORD OF INTERVIEW
Relay Assembly Test Room a January 22, 1932,

- . Recorded by: I. Roussesu _ Operator No, 5.
» ) Interview No. 18.

Employes is very quiet today and yawns a good
deal.

I: "Well, how do you like the weather we are having?"

B: "Oh, I don't like it. I don't like this rain., It's all
right - the air, but I don't like it wet., It would be nice,
wouldn't it if it wasn't for the wet." .

I: "You mean you would like the air the wey 1t is, bus cut
out the rain,"

E: "Yes, wouldn't it be nice that way. It's just like April
out. Maybe we are getting warmer weather, You know in Norway
it is thst way. In the northern part ot Norway they used to
have very cold winters and now for three or four winters they
haven't had any. Maybe it is really going to get warmer in the
winters now, huh? Maybe we won't have any more cold weather,
Well, that is all right with me. (making a fsce) I don't like
the snow,"

¥

I: "Don't you?"

: "o, I can't stand the Snow!esseseseselt? 30 COldeseccnse
And the snow gets so dirty. It looks terrible.secssecsssdnd then
the snow never lasts mors than & trew days and then the sun comes
out and it melts and it is so wet to walk. It is so nasty."

I: "Oh, that is what you don't like about it?"

i E: "Yes, it would be all right if it would lay all winter. I

i don't mind it at all when it comes in the fall and lays all
winter and doesn't go awey until spring. That's all right. This
way it is alweys melting and it is so dirty."
I: "Do you mind it as much in DeKalb as you do in Chicago?"

E: "Yes, it's the same there. It doesn't stay on the ground
any longer."

I: "Does it get as dirty there?"

S
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I.R., 1=22-32 Cont'd. - 2. 05«18,

E: "Oh, from éll the trucks and autombbiles going by, it gets
I‘,e&.l,dirty, of course not as dirty as Ghicago, DUTescpseseosnne

I: "Bad enough?"

E: "Yes, Oh how I hate to wear those old galoshes!. I can't
stand to wear them."

I: "why don't you like them?"

E: "Oh, I don't know why! I think that is terrible. I won't
wear them unless I just have to, This winter I went and got me

a pair of oxfords so I wouldn't have to wear themat all. Then

I wear two pairs of hose and I take ons off., I hate those things.
The other day when it was wet and the girls came in with them,

I Said, 'Why do they have to wear those things‘."”oooooooo

I: "I wonder why you hate them so,"
E: "I don't know, I just know I don't like thomeYesecoceses

I: ™Did you dislike wearing them in Norway when you were a kid?"
(Referring to woolen leggings with leether soles worn there,)

BE: "™No, I don't think so., I don't know why it is I hatve then

"
80sT0seve0000n

I: (Smiling) "You just know you do, huh?"

.

B: "Yeé, I can't figure out why I don't like theMessessel don't
know why it iseleccescnnce

I: "It is kind of hard to tell why we don't like things, isn't
i7"

E: "I'11 say. You just know you don't like iv, that's all.
I am alweys that wayeTesosces

I: "Are you that way about people too?"

E: "Yes, I have always been that way., If I don't like somebody
at first, I never like them and then if I like them a2t rirsy,

I keep on liking them."

I: "You never change your mind?"

B: "No, it seems like if I don't like someone, I just aon's

like them, that's 8ll..esessscssThose galoshes are such dirty
things to wear.,”
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I: "How do you mean?" .

E: "Oh, you walk in the moosh with them and they get so dirty.”

([ Z XA R KN NN N}

w ,
I: "Don't you have to walk in the meesh with your oxforas?"
E: "(1aughing)eesesescesessBut you have to wash otff those
galoshes, I can't stand them so dirty. If there is snow ous-
side, I wipe them in the sSnow.”

I: "Is that any harder than clsaning your shoes?"

E: (lesughing at her own inconsistency) "No, it really isn'sy.
I guess I don't like those galoshes, that is atl. I guess I
can't figure out why."

I: (Laughing) "I guess there &re a lotv or things we can's
figure out the reason for,."

E: "Yes, lots of times you don't Know wWhyeeeoensesess

"Say, what do they have gas in this orfice ror?"(looking
at automatic sprinklers)

Interviewer explains what they are.

E: "Say, that is a pretty good idea. I nsver heard of them
beforeooooooooooo_p.

"Say, I had the funniest dream the other night. I dreamed
that a chinaman and & negroe were chasing me. It was in The
awfullest places, I don't know why I dreamed that. Do you
know what makes people dream?”

I: "pid they meke you shink of anything you've xnown?"

E: "No, that's why it was so funny, I've never known &
chinaman or & negroe so why should I dream about them?"

.

I: "They didn't remind you of anyone you knew?"

E: " No, I had never seen them before., They were chasing me
in such awtful places,"

I: "How do you mean?"



I.R, 1-22-32 Cont'd, T4, | 05-18,

E: "Oh, the houses were so old and they weren't painted. It
was terrible.” ' '

§%

I: "You mean like in some of the poorer distrievs in the city?"

E: ™es, it was terrible and I was so atraid. You never think
of those things in the day time, What do you suppose it is in
your mind that makes you think that way at nighi? What makes
you dream anyway?"

1 : I: "I've heard about some people dreaming things because some=-
: thing happsned to them in the night. For instance if their erm
: hung over the edge of the bed and went to sleep, they might

j dream that their arm was cut off or that they were being

; tortured. "

E: "Isn't that funny? I know a Iady that whenever she has
stomach trouble she dreams a lot., She says that whenever she
eats something she shouldn't, she has & lot of dreams, Dreams
are such funny things, aren't they?"

3

I: Mren't they funiy?eeesccccesessD0 yOou remember many of yowr
dreams?"

E: "I only dream onte in a while, Sometimes I dream & man 1is
chasinz me, but I usually forget them right avay. You know,
maybe something has happened before you go to bed and you will
dream abhout that - just some little thing.!'.....gu...........
(Employee is quiet for some time and gazes arouna tvhe room.)

I: "Say, vhat fan will coms in handy in the summer time, won't
1g2"

E: "Yes, but you know we heve fans up in the test room and

i it doesn't help any. It blows right on you and you get so you
dontt feel it any more. Itused to blow lower down and it blew
right on my hair. I looked terrible ail the vime so they raised
it a 1little.

"That test room is terrible in the summer time. It is =m0
hot and the fans don't help at all. Sometimes we go out in
the department and there is a nice breeze blowing out there ann
we are nearly dying in the test room. Sometimes we open the
door but they always close it."

$

7 I: "They do?"

-
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E: "Yes, we used to open the door into the aepartment bub they
always closed it right away, Then we opened the one by the
stairway and they said -that too many people were going by,

They were afraid it would disturb us, so we couldn't open

that one any more, "o,q;ooo

I: "I suppose there are a lot of psople going by, aren't there?®
E: "Yes, because they have to go down the stairs there.”

I: *Butv they closed the other one too?"

E: "Yes, they don't want it open. I think they could vake
down the wall, It would be & lot cooler,”

I: "lhem you would be right out in the aepsrtmeni again,
wouldn't you?"

E: "Oh, I don't mean that. I mean it they woula cut it down
a little." .

I "Oh, I thought you meant take down the whole thing."

E: "“Oh, no, but it is so high, you know, They wula eus ofr
some.of that Wasy, I didn't mean take it all down."

I: "How would you like thet?" (Heferring to removing the wall.)
E: "Oh, we wouldn't lilée that, but you know if they cut the wall
down 8o thet nobody ocould see you when they were pasaing, we
could get the breeze from the department.".secsecece
I: "Why dian't you suggest it?"
E: "I said that at first, but they didn't pey any atiention to
1. sececcse0’ve 8ll said it so meny times, but I guess iz will
never happen. We all told them %0 d0 ite"eessecece

"So we don't say anything any more, That's what I always
say, If you don't like samething, you just have to get to like
it, that's all."
I: "Can you always do that?"

E: "Yes, if you don't like it you've got to like it that*s all."
What can you do about it? You've just got to stand it."”
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I: "I mean, can you really make yoursalf like i%, or do you
sometimes just say so when you really don't feel that way
underneath,"

E: "Oh, yes. Lots of times you really don't like it, but
you just have to say so. I don't like it bust I say I do
because I heve motpoooooooowell, I guess it is time to be
getting back."
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RECORD OF INTERVIE W

Relay Assembly Test Room Februsry 12, 1932,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 5.
Interview No. 19,

Some time was spent in conversation about the weather,
and the new policy of working four ways & week in the sghop.
Several openings are given during the conversation for employee
to mention the possibility of her lay off on Merch 1, but for
over half the interview she seems to avoid it.

Attitude Toward Days Off

E: "I shouldn't be yawning, I've been doing it all cay. I
suppose I'm thinking of going to DeKalb tonight."

I: (laughing) "Is thet the wey it mmkes you feel?"

E: (laughing) "Oh, I didn't mean it that way. It's nice to
get honQeYeocosssee

I: ™What do you do with your days off?"

E: "Oh, I work. There are always lots of things to do around
the bhouse., Now that I have Monday off, I do all the washing,.
Before, I used to send the big pieces to the laundry."

Attitude Toward ILeave of Absence

. Has employee been avoiding this subjest -~ or
is she saving it for conversation at the end of the interview?

&

"Maybe I am going to take a leave of absence.”
I: "Is that so?"

E: "Well, he asked me to say yes or no, 8nd what could I say?

I eouldn't say 'no' because I knew we could get along ir we had
to. It's all right. I don't mind, It would be easier for me
than it would be for a lot of people. He told me they were &sking
the married ladies to say 'yes' or 'no' if they could take &

leave and when they ask you a question like that, what can you
say?!

I: "Did you have to snswer right away?"
E: "No, he gave me a 1little time to think about it, so I said
tyes.! I figured if I said 'yes®' I would have & better chance

of staying, (Smiling Craftily) then if I said 'no' because if
I said 'no* he wouldn't like it."
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I: "Say, you're smart, aren't you?"

e E "Well, I figured that was the best way to do, He asked me
0 I said ‘'yes' but I don't think I'1l have to g0 now." (smiling)

I: "You don'to"

E: "No, I think they just wanted to rind out whet you woula say.
esessessoMy hushand works three or four days a week, so we could
get along and then in the summer time he will have.more to Go."
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