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R ‘ : From the beginning of these studles, the identities of the
C Che T persons under study have. been kept confidential. We look
to you to carry on this trust. Please guard the privacy of
the persons invilved by substituting fictitious names, o
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DON'T DISCLOSE IDENTITIES
From the bocinning ot 10 SIS, 115 gL .;‘:
persens under stuldy have Lean font snm’ir}srz*."si. ;.’.'s'
10 you fo cany on this frust Moase guard ihe uﬁf ;
the persons involved by swistiiuting fietitious yames f;f -
RECORD OF INTERVIEW code symbsls {or real names, '

g

i Relay Assembly Test Room June 5, 1931.
Recorded by: I., Rousseau Operator No. 4.
Interview No. 1.

Interviewer meets the employee at conference room,

I: "Hello. Are you lianda? My neme is X, Come rightv in, won't
you, and sit 40Wne.ees.ol think I've seen you before.,”

E: "Have you ever been up %o the test room? I don't remember
seeing your face before."

I: "I've been up there once or twice for a few minuses,"

E: "That's funny, I don't remember you, but SO many people
come up to the test room you know, When you've got your head
bent over your work, sometimes you justv can't remember.”

I: ™No, I SUPPOS® NOteceseeseesJO yOU know much about the
interviewing?"

E: "Well, yes. The girls said that they were being interviewed,
but that*s all I know."

I: "You were interviewed once betore, weren't you?"

BE: "Yes, last year."

I: "Have you heard much about how the interviewing has changed?"
Employee shakes her head.

I: "Well, maybe I better tell you somp thing abém: ive"

E; "Yes, I'd like to hear it."

I: "well, you see, when the interviewing began in 1928, it was
sort of an experiment. (Interviewer tells of change in progrem
since 1928,) I'm not going to ask you any questions. You may
think it's kind of funny at rirst. I know I would myself, ir
somebody came and asked me to talk about our department, and

1 didn't ask me any questions. I think iz will be better for
you to telk about just the things you're interested in, instead
of me asking questions. You needn't t'eel runny about it, it
you can't think of anything, and if you just want to sit there

1 and think. We do that lots of times, We sit for iive or vwen

- minutes without even saying anything, so I won't think it's
UMY eseeseessesThe interviewing I'm doing in the test room is

oo
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eonfidential. Nothing that anybody says to me has any way of
i getting to anybody else. It would have to be tiat way.
"And of course, if we're going to steady the test room, we
have to study everybody in it, and not just you girls, so I'm
going to talk to Bea and Celio, and Mr, Chipmen, and Miss Chamoers,
and Mr. Hibarger. I guess that's all I have %o tell you. Now
you can do the talking.” :

E: "Well, it's kind ot hard to think of what you went o say¥ -.

I: "I know it is. You've 20t so meny things in your heed you
don't xnow what to say first, do you?"

E: "Let's see, what shall I talk aboube"ececcee

I: ™Why don't you just sit back and be comfortable and walk
about anything that comes into your mind. I should think that
would be a good way." '

'

E: "You mean about my home, too?".

€ I: "Why yes, about anything. You see, if I'm going to under-
stand the test room, I'm going to have to know the people in

it, and I'11 also have to know & 1ot about you, about your work,
or your home, or anything you want to tell me. I didn't tell
Mary or Jenny or Theresa this, but I was thinking yesterday,
that 1t might be a good idea to just talk about whatever
came into your head..e.e.es{employee coughs) Have you gt a
cold?" ’

E: "Well, I had a little bit of one yesterday, but it seems

t0 be worse today. I don't know what mekes me cough like this,"
(employee has been coughing steadily and it seems to be getting
worse, )

I: "why don't you go out and get a drink?"

E: "Oh, it will be all right in a minute, I don't kmow what's
the matter. I never cough like this.™

I: "Well, we'll just sit here quiet until your throat gets all
right. (employee continues to cough) Let's go¥ out to the
1 fountain. There's one right outside hers,"

E: "All right, I guess that would be better.”
They go to the fountain and have to wait quite a while

for employee's coughing to stop. They go back to the conrerence
rYoom,

¢
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- | E: "I don't know what's the matter with my throat., Usually
wvhen-I have a cold I just cough 2 little bis, but nov like
this,"”

I: (laughing) "Well, I guess I'll have to keep some cough
drops down here.”

E: "They dm't help me much, not for the coughing. I guess
the trouble is - do you know what June bugs are? They're those
big bugs thet fly around lights,"

I: "Oh, yes. I used to see them when I was a kid."

E: "When I went to wash last night there was one of those
outside the window, You see, the light was on, and you know
they're apt to eome in. If there's a little hole for them %o
erawl through, they get through, and I was atraid that it would
find a place to get through. They can squeeze through such a
little place. I turned off the light, and I just leit the .
light shining in my -bedroom, but then when I got ready tvo go
, into my bedroom, I heard one fiying around the bedroom and gee,

t was I scared!? Did I jump into bed and cover myself up! I
was so scared! Then I took off the light, and you knmow, I
think they must be blind, because aiter I took off the light,
I heard it drop. It was making a funny noise, like it was
lying on it's back, and kicking, trying to turn over. I was
80 scareds Then I heard snother one outside. You know, Ghere's
a light right outside my window and I heard one outside the
window, trying to zet in. Can you beat that? Vell, believe
me, I was scared, and then you know, during the night the quilt
got on the floor. You know, my sister and I sort of kick it
off, and when I woke up I was so cold. I woke up in the middle
of the night, and found the quilt wasn't over us, and I guess
that's how my cold got worse. I guess that's why I'm coughing
today. Well, you know, I reached ous for that quilt, and all
of a sudden I thought of the bug, and did I grab it quick and
throw it over usit I was so scared! I couldn't find it anywhere
this morning. I guess they hide themselves away so that you
can't see them at all, I guess they won't bite you. I guess
there's nothing to hurt you about them, buv they just scare me so,"
I don't know why it is."

31 I: "Are you scared of other things like that?"

E: ™es, I am pretty scared. I'm scared or listle bugs, too."
(Employee stares through the window pensively.)

#3

I: "Me what are you thinking about?"
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- E: "Oh, I was just looking at the f8Nese.eosssWatching it go

T round and round....eeand thinking how the days are just like
thatieeeseeyou come to work, then you go home 2% nightv, and
then you eat and g0 to bed =~ and then you come t0 work again
the next dey, and it's the same thing over and over all the
time, That's why I haven't very much to vell you. Iy life
isn't very exeiting. 1It's just the same thing 81l the time,
real quict.sssese]l don't know, other girls come to work ana
tell about real exeiting things, but I never seem to iind it
that way." '

I "You don?t?"

BE: "No, I can do the same things they do, and it doesn's
mean-anything at all."

I: "How do you mean?"

E: Migll, like they say they go out driving. (giggling) they
are so excited about it. Of course, I suppose iv's because
they really care for the people they're with. Maybe that's why
I don't get excited. I just don't seem to care for the people
, I go out with. I guess thet must be the resson. 1 guess they
*i» must really care for the 1ellows. sesescese
I: rYou mean they do things like going out riding with a vellow,
"and then they come down to work all excited.”

E: "™es, they'll go out with someone, and then they'll get 80
éxcited about it, but when I go ous riding with a iellow, I don't
feel that way. There's nothing exciting about it, I don't know
how they get =0 exciteds I guess it must be thav. It must

be that they really care for the person, and that I haven't Ifound
anybody like thet yet. Maybe that's what's the trouble with me,
that I don't get excited. When 1 go out with a fellow, iv's

Just like going out with anybody."

I: "Do they feel like thet with everybody vhey g out with?"
E: "Oh no, not with everybody. It seems it's just a certain
person, I have friends that tell mwe they get 90 excived avout
going outv vith someone, but iv musv be because they reelly care
Tor theme " seocesscss

"So you don't get much excitement."

=l
.

B: "o, there's not much excitement in my life, but meybe I
shouldn't express mysslf that way. Meybe I shouldn't expect
things to be eXCitingeMecessocscccossee

-

I: "Do you remember the story ot Cinderella?"
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B: "es."

'I: "Well, if you hed a fairy Godmother like thatv, and she
should grant you the wish of doing something exciting, waht
would you do?"

BE: "I'd want to be rich ior & week. I'd want to be rich for
at least that time, just to know what it would reel like wo do
anything you would want to, not to work, Of course, I aon't
mind working. I suppose if I had to do that for & long time
I'd get awfully tired of it, but I think it would be pretty
nice for a Wwhiloe veossosse .

I: "Why do 'you think you'd like that best of alle?"

BE: "Just because I'd like to know what it reels like vo do
things thet rich peoples do. Of course, I know it's always
the things we can't have that we want. When you get them all
‘the time-you get tired of them. I suppose I'd be that way,
too, if I were rich, but I'd like to know what it feels like."

I: "You mean you'd like to know what it feels like not -to have
8 to work, and to do what you'd want to?"

E

o

"Yes, ror & while anyway. At least for & week."

I: ™Well, then, if you could do what you wanted to, what would
you do?" :

E: "0h, I'd do all the things that the rieh people ao. You
know, you read about them. 1'a get up in the morning and uake
a8 bath and get dressed, and then I'd go riding. You knmow I
mean horseback riding. ‘they always do that before breakfast,
dont*t they?"

I: "Yes, I guess some of them do."

E: "And then you'd come back and I guess you'd rest a while.

Then you'd get dressed for dinner or something like that, and

then maybe you'd pley golf. Gee, I think that would be swell,
at least for alittle While.”....o...

' I: "Say, I have a friend who's always asking everybody whet
l theytd do if they could have three wishes, What would you do
if you could have three wishes coms true?"

E: "Well, I guess that would be ons wish. I'd wish to be

1 rich for at least & week."”.....(omployes is quiet for a long
time. )
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" I: "You're thinking pretty hard, aren't you?"
E: "Yes, it's kind of hard to know vwhat you'd wishe eeeses
I: "Can't you think what your second wish would obe?"

BE: "Oh, I don't know what to wish for my secona wish., I

get along all right. It's real nice at work and I have a
happy home, so I don't really wish Tor anythinZe"eeeesee{quisat
again for a long time.) :

I: "So you wouldn't have a second vﬁsh, huh?"

E: "Well, things are pretty bad now, aren't they? I've got
& brother at home that wants to go to school and he can't,.
He can't zet a job to put him through school. I'd like to
have him have & chance to g to school, and I've g+t another
brother that's out of work. You know when there aren't so
many working, there are so many things you cantt have. I
wish we could have a few luxuries, It's pretty hard to have
to go without things all the time. You want things and you
. can't get them because there isn't so mueh money coming in,
%— and then we're not working such long howrs now. It makes a
lot of difference because we used to work until five o'clock
and we used to get paid Time and & half for that extra three
quarters of an hour and that amounted to a lot. Then we
used to work Saturday mornings for a while. Ve didn't work
Friday afternoons, but now we're working again, so that helpS."seees

I: "That makes quite a difference, does it?"

E: "I'1ll say, about three dollarsS.Tccees

I: ™"You can do a lot of things with three dollars, can't you?"
E: "I'll say. It zoes a long ways. You can buy yourself some
silk stockings and other things that you nsed. Why we used to
make awfully good money."

'I: "You dide"

: "es, Ve never made less than thirty-five dollars a week,
1 but now it nrkes a lot of difference."c..esee

I: "It makes a pretty big difference, does it?"
E: "Yes, it makes a difference of about ten dollars a weex,"

I: "Gee, that is a lot, isn't it?"
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T E: "I'1l say. It means that you can't zet & 1ot of luxuries,
I wish things would pick up so we could get Some LuxuriesS.".ec..

I: "Just how do you mean you wish things would pick up?"

B; Well, L wish business would pick up so my brother could
get a job and then my brother that wante to go to school could
gO." .

I: "Oh, I see. I didn't know whether you meant you wished
things would pick up in the test room or generally."

E: "No, I mean generally. 'lhings are all right in the test
room, Of course, we aren't getting nearly as much as we did,
but the depression is pr<tty bad, isn't it? There are

so many people that centt get anything to do. It certainly
mekes a difference in our family, but then when you get a2long
real well at home, it's not =0 bad., That meskes a lotv of
difference."

I: "I'1)l S8FeecesosseeS0 that would be your second wish,
would it?"

E: "Well, I think that would make & good first wish, because
~it's mors important that things pick uDe"esseccscess

I: "Are you thinking harde"
E: "About what?"

I: "Oh, I thought you were thinking of what your third wish
was going to be." : .

E: ™Mo, I wasn't thinking about that,"
I: '"Maybe you think I'm asking you too maeny questions,."

E: "No, I don't think that at all, That's all kight. I
dontt mind,"

I: "I thought maybe you thought I wes being too inquisitive."
i E: "Oh, NOe"eeecresee
I: "Well, what's your third wish going to be?"
E: ';'I'll wish that I conld go on a real nice vacation this yearc"eececess
I: *That's 2 good idea,"

E: "I don't want to go to & place like I did last year.™
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- I: "Where did you go?"

ix E: "I went up to a girls' camp at Lake Usneva, and iv was too
* quiet there. 'Lhey're t00 strict in & girls' camp. You have to

do everything at a certain time. You have to 20 swimming at &
certain hour, and you can't go in at any other time. ‘‘hey have
8 schedule for everything, I*'d rather do things when I feel
like doing them. I'd rather go 0 & resort where I could go
in swimming whenever I'd feel like it, andvhere I could go in
two or three times a day ii I wented to, and in the morning it I
wanted to, instead of in the aiternoon."

I: "I wonder vhy they dia that.”

E: "I don't know. ‘lhey always made us go in &t the same pime,"
(complaining)

I: "Did they ever tell you why?"
E: "No, they never told us anything, We just had to do everything
according to the scheduleeeseseo0f course ii everybody in canmp would
go in at a different time, they'd have to have the guards #ere
all the time. Maybe that's why we all had to go in at the same

i time, because it wouldn't be saie to have people there when the

gwerds weren't there. I suppose that's why they had to do it
that way, because they always had guards when we wsnt in swimming,."

I: "Maybe that is why."

&; "I suppose so, but I'd like to have more vhings to do."
I: ';How do you mean?"

E: "oh, I'd like to be able to do anything I'd want to do."
I: "¥hat would you do then?"

E: . "0h, I'd do something exéiting, but I can't go %o a resorsg
this year. I cen't do anything like that.".eececess

I: "Aren't there exciting things you can do without getting your
wish of being rich?

‘ E: "Oh, yes, I suppose I can do some ot the things they do,
like .playing golf or going to dances, 1 do those soyetimes.”
I: "You do?"
T E: ™fes, once in a while.".ceeeees

I: "So those are your three wishes?"

B: "Yes, I guess so."

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



I .R. 6-5‘31 Cont'd. 90 04-10

. I: "Is that the order youwould wish them in?"

E: ™iell, maybe I would wish the second one first, Firss I'd
wish that things would pick up so that my brother coula go 1o
school and so that we could get more things, I guess that's
the most important.”

I: "So you'd put that first, would you?”

&: "Yes, I think it woula be selfish to put uvhe other omes.
first, don't you?"

I: "So you would want to be selfish, huh?"
H; "No. 'The other one!s more important, isn't it?"
I: ™es, I guess 50."ceesse

E; "Well, let's see now, what can I tell you abouv the test
room? I've been here a long time. It doesn't seem possibple,
It's nearly eight years now, I was in the department for avbout
N three and a half years, I always got along very well there.
€ Of course I worked all the time,

"You know, when I was there I was very quiet. I didn's
have much to ssy when I was in the depariment. I alweys gave
ny attention to my work. I guess that's why I got along s0
well with the boss. TYou know, it you work you get along fine.

"But then when they opened the test room they put me in
there., Of course, I wanted that type of work. The last two
years they have changed tw ot the girls, LBverybody in there
now is not the same as when it rirst started. Mery and Jenny,
you kmow, you talked to themldidn't go in with the rest of us,

"You know, we fool sround so much in there and we have such
a good time. Before I went in the test room I didn*t used to
go out very much, and now I go out a lot. XYou know, if you
don't go out you're not so heppy. You're more quiet.

"0f course, I like it in the test roomees.s.s YOou know we
have no bosses, That's kind of nice because there is nobody
) watching you tooling around all the time. Of course I know
" they couldn't do that in the big depariments. You know, if
they had things that way in the biz departments, the girls
would take advantage of tham, but when there's no boss, you
can fool around &s much as you want to. Of course, we make a
1 lot of money in the test room and that makes it so much nicer,
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. "Another thing thet we like is that in the test room you can
put your plece parts anywhere you like. You know, in a depari-
ment you can't do that. You know, in the department they have
a certain way of doing things. <Then you know sometimes you
don't like to do them that way. You just don't veke to them
that way, but you can't place them where you want to. ¥You know,
¢yerybody has weys which they can do things better, and they
don't always know., It mekes it so much easier ii you put them
where you want to.

b iy

"You know, like we have those jizs, that we place the parts
on., e can put our parts anywhere we went to on the jigs,
but in the department they can't do that. Of course, maybe
they cen out there now, I didn't work there so very long,
and they may have changed since I left, Out there they claim
that by putting parts on the jigs you drop them essier., Well,
you know, if enyone ecomes up to the test room and looks at the
floor, sometimes it does look pretty dirty, and in vhe department
the floor is always real clean. In the test room we never have
to pick anything up unless it's & big part you know. If it's
just one of the smell parts we never pay any attention to it.

"We're making 8 lot more money and we feel better since we're
€ in the test room. Why you know, when the department just mekes
about fifty percent, we meke ninety or ninsty-five or & hundred
percent, and you know, that's & big differenceececese

"You know, if someone comes to work with something on their
minds, it makes a difference to tell it to someone., You can
work better with a free mind, but L have a happy home, so there's
nothing there.ecesese

"Another thing, if you don't feel like working you don't
have to, 2nd you can't do that in the department, but in the
test room you don't zet bawled out for it, You know how it is., Some-
times you don't feel good and then other times you feel good and
you kind of step on it, and we can make more money there, $0Q.seecse

"In the test room we all get &long nice, too. (imployee
has another spell of coughing. Interviewer hears her say under
her breath, 'Oh damni®)

I: (eughing) "Whet's that I heard you say?"

[ E: (laughs but says nothing) "We've been playing tvennis lately,
and I guess that's how I got my cold in the first place. We got
reat hot playing tennis the other day, and I drank some colé water,
They say that that's apt to cause & coldeses.oifoll, I can't

1 think of anything else that I could tell yOUeseesl guess I've told
you everything that I have to say."
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room R | Tuly 7,. 1931,
. Recorded by: 1I..Rousseau Operector No. 4.
& Interview No. 2.

Interviewer meets employee at conference roon.

I: "It is not so bad down here this morning, is it?"
E: "No, and it is nice and cool outside this morning."seeese
"Say, wasn't it terrible last week? DBut I didn't faint,”

(laughing)
‘ I: "ou didn't? Good for you."

B: "Yo, and T didn't come near to it. None of us did in the
test room,"

I: "That's good.™

E: "But we were down to the hospital Wednesday afternoon and
‘ just standing there a few minutes. You should have seen all
the girls they took by. They took them by just as tast as
they could to the hospital and they would just leave them at the
hospital end hurry right back with the chair. Why they were just
coming as fast as they could. Just to wateh them a few minutes
longer would have been enough to meke you faint. They were so
busy at the hosgpitel. They doctor said if the hot weather kept
! up they would shut down the plant. It sure was terrible wasn't
it? I never heard of anything like that before.”

I: "You never d4id%?"

E: "o, I don't think it ever was that bad before, not since I
have been here. 1I've never heard of so meny girls faining., Say,
I'm getting pretty itmn aren't I and I was only out one day. Would
| you think anyone could get this much in one dgy? It was the firsst
} time I had been out and people kept saying to me, *How meny times
have you been out to get the tan?! and I said, 'What tan? This is
the first dsy I've been out this seasons® You know how you can't
see it while youtrs still out. Of course it was kind of red at

] first and it hurt a little.”

'“ I: "It dias"
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E E: "It just hurt on the shoulder blades though. The next day
: already it was all brown. ¥You should see Mary. She came 1in
yesterday all blisters. She got it over the week-end. She

&
said she got it Saturday but I don't see how she could; do you?
It was so cool Saturdey. Why it was so cool I didn't even think
of going to the beach all week-end."
I: "Where did she go?"
E: "out to Jackson Park,"
3 I: "I was over there too and I didn't get a burn but then we
, ; went k’ind OF 181CeMecsecccnces
| "She is real light isn't she®"
E: "Yes, when people are real light they burn so easy. I
guess you don't have to be out in the sun very much to purn
when you're light, do you?"
I: "I heard of a fellow yesterday that was out just halr an
hour and was burned. Of course he was very fair."
1 E: "He must have been. You shoula see my brother, not the one

that -is out of work but the one that is interested in school,
He has had so much education already but he can't go now pecause
he can't get anything to do. He wants to work and easrn his way
through school., He is all through now but college you know,

My other brother was working bus he 's been out or work for some
time, They go swimming a lot. Ut course one of them has his
vacation now and he goes swimming a lot., ©Oh, he is so brown.

"He is the handiest boy around the house. fle has been doing
a lot of papering and painting lately. DMother wansted to getd
the house fixed up so he papered ana painted and varnished,
You should heve seen him hang that paper. Hs was just like a
reguler paper hanger. The house looks wonaerful now.

"He has some friends - they're & young merried couple and they
have & little bungalow and they wented to get it Tixed up. They
wanted to get it pepered and painted and varnished so they asked
my brother to do it. He had never done anything like that before
but he did such a swell job on it that it looks just wonderful.
We went over t0 look at it and my mother said when she saw it,

4 'Well, you're going to have another one to do.' You know we
live in a bungalow but we own The house next door. Lhere are
two stories to it. There are some people upstairs and some down-
stairs, so thet is the one my brother did. The one we're Living

1 in didn*'t need paper yet. You know how you have to clean every
year, Of course it dossn't need paper every year. Somevimes all
you have to do is clean the wll paper and it doesn't need painv-
ing every year. You can wash the paint bus he cleaned it all.
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You know how people are. If you letv them do it themselves they
do it any way and then maybe the next people don't like it, so
my mother decided to have my brother do it. Of course she let
them pick out the paper they liked and everything like that.
He is such & big help.," o

4

"Do you know where X quarry is?"
I: "I don't believe I do."

E: "Well, I con't know juss where it is but i% is a big quarry
that people go swimming in. You know how they do. They strike
a spring in & quarry and then it is not any gooa any more for a
quarry because it fills up with water. Well, I guess that musst
be a real big one. Of course it is dangerous. Not very many
people go tvhere because only real good swimmers - c&n go. It
wouldn't be safe for anyone t0 go there that couldn't swinm good.
Well, my brother has been going out there a lot and he saved a
man from drowning the other dasy."

I: "He d4ide"

) B: "es, there was a man way out. He yelled for help &and nome
' of the people on shore paid eny attention to him so my
brother saw an inner tube that was near by and he threw it out
to the man and told him to hang on to it and then he went out ana
brought him in. The man wes so scared that he lay on the beach
for about two hours afterwards just shaking.

"You know there was a girl that nearly drowned asv a place where
some Fellows from Western Hlectric were and they had to bring her
t0 by artificlal respiration, and you know she was getvting bevter.
She was starting to breathe but her parents were afraid that it
would be the death of her. You know they were from Zurope and
they don't know how things are. You know how people from Zurope
ara, They didn't understand it so they wouldnt't let them go on and
she died. Yasn't that too bad?"

I: "Wasn't that a shame?"

E: "Yes, because they were doing her some good alreaay and vhen
they rmede them 8tODeesecsvsvece

"My brother only finished peinting about a week ago, SO now
. he has got more time., He said now he is going to get a real tan,
I said, 'Well, what do you call what you have?' Uhy you know I
am just white compared t0 them.".eecessess

Followins conversation is very animated.

“.
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"y brothers are trying to teach me to swim but I am just

scared to death, I don't see how I'll ever learn t0 swim. I

=z would be afraid so let myselt go in the water. My brothers tried
to teach me, Sometimes when I am floating my brosher wilil just dive on
top of me and take me down to the botvtom. Of course he grabs me
right away and I grab him so I am not scared. He brings me right
up. He says he is trying to get me so I won't be airaid of the
water, and you know what they do? They dive underneath and then
they grab a hold ot my feet and pull me under and you know I always
forget to hold my breath, I always come up with my nose full of
water and oh, it feels terrible. I just can't remenmper not 1o
breathe."eesecceese

I: "So they're trying to teach you how to swim,"
E: "Yes, but I'm afraid I'1l never 1eaTne ceccss
I: "You say you can float,"
E: "Yes, I like to float.,”

L]

I: "Do you float on your bacx?"

‘E E: '"Yes, I float on my baeck."
I: "Haven't you ever tried ftaking any strokes wnen you're on your
back?"

E: "Oh, I wiggle my hends a little and I can go a little ways
that-way." ‘ .

I: "Yes, if you make your hends go this way (illustrating) just
a little more they call it sculling. That is real easy, but you
can bring your arms up like this {illustrating) end your legs
1ike this and it is the easiest stroke there is as long as you
can float."

-#: "I don't know what mekes me so afraid., There are so many
things that can happen in the waters"eceesceese

I: "I guess everyone is afraid before they've lezrmed how %o
swim, aren't they?"

E: "Yes, they are."

Interviewer tells of how she got over her tear or the
va ter, "

£ § E: "That was a real good vay but there is so much water in
the lake." (laughing) "It's so big." -
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I: "One nice thing about the lake is that you don't have to 2o
straight out when you're learning. 7You could go out to below

w your shoulders and swim along even with the shore,”

E:. "Yes, that is a gbod idea, Say, did you hear about all the
people drowning lately? I don't know about right here but in
Indiana there were & lot of people drowned, It was from the
undercurrent,”

T: "Was that in Iake Michigan?"

E:; "I don't know vhere it was. It was in Indiana, There is a
girl that worked at Western that went out over the week-end and
when she came home she found her brother was dead. He was
drawn in by the undercurrent and they haven't found his body
FeteMesoevess :

I: "Was he a good swimmer?"

E: "Yes, he was a real good swimmer, They say the undercurrent
has drawn in quite a few people."

(;; I: "Yes, the waves were pretty high the last Tew cays. I telt
the undercurrent yesterday down &t the sand dunes......lhat was
in Indiansa.”

E: "Where were you?"
I: "We were near Miller's beach."
B: "One of the girls in the test room went outs there & week
ago, She was just out for one day but she dida't like it very
well, She said there are no trees or shade or anything, I
should think that would be real fumny. It would be like being
in the desert, wouldn't it?"
I: "Yes, it would be sort of that way."”
B, "7'qd like o go and see it sometimes, I've never bean there."
I: "I think you would find it interestingo"ooo‘o¢oooooo

?T suppose when I come back from my vacation I'1ll find you

. swimming." )

E: "Oh, I don't know. If I can ever get over being scared of
the Watercnococ-oooo.ooooooo

I: ®I guess it is a 1little harder o learn when one is older,
isn't itev
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<

"Is it?"

-

E:

;gv I: "Well, I was just shinking how easy it is for most childaren
to learn."

E: "ves, the kids from our house go swimming 21l the time. It
is just nothing to them., You should see one of my sisters. She
just wail ts for the waves to come and then she jumps in them.
She 1dves ito_“ooo-o-ooo

I: "Did you say ome of your sisters?"

E: "YesSe"eseenee

I: "Are those your sister's children wvhat go in shat way?"
E: "NOoue"esoeese

I: "Weren't you telling me you had two merried sisters?"

E: "No, I have two married brothers. I have & young brother
who is just ten years old., He liked to go swimming too and then
‘E my younger sister is thirteen years old and the next one is
' fifteen., She is going into high school in the fall. One of
my older brothers is twenty«=one."cescccess

I: "I suppose he is the one that has been going to school?"

E: '"No, that is the older one. The one that likes %o go to
school in twenty-six or twenty-seven. He is quite old. It is
the other one that has been working that is twenty-onc.".eeeess

"you know my mother doesn't like it when we 2o swimming.
She says, 'Oh, you're in the water all the time.' She scolds
us for going so much. You know how old people are sometimes,
They can't see why you like to go swimming, She says, *'Say
you're in the water all the time.' She scolas us for going
so much. You know how old peoble are sometimes. they can't -
see why you like to go swimming. She says, 'Yes, you go swimming
all the time, and you'll come home de8d. essscee

I: "I suppose she worries about you.

E:‘ "Oh, Yes, it we come home lete she worries." (laughing)
"A week from today will be vacation, won't it?"

T: "That's righte"cececsocs

E: "Some of us zirls are going to zet vogesther auring vacasvion.
Have .you over bssn to South Haven?"

e
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I: ™Yes, I have,"
i E: "How did you like it?"

I: "I haven't been there for about eight years but it wes real
nice then."

E: "We're going to take an excursion boat over to South Haven.
I don't know if there is much to see there but we'll have three
or four hours, I suppose we can take our swimmino suits can't

we, and cool off? It will be refreshing anyway." ' '

I: "Yes, indeed. It's a very pretty towmn."

E: "Is ite"

I: "Yes, I used to live with a girl that lived there and I went
» home with her once. I used to go there other times too.”

E: "One time we went to St. Joe and Benton Harbor. Have you
ever been there?" :

< I: "I went up to Benton Harbor a couple of Weeks ago."

E: ™Did you se¢ the men with the long hair running the street
cars and everything?"

I: ™I dldn't notice the street cars but we went out and saw
their place and saw a lot of men with long hair and long beards."

E: "I wonder why they've gotvlong hair that way. Do you know
why it is?" .

I: "I've'never heard Whye"eeessos

E: "I wonder why they would 40 thabe"escecaes

I: "I suppose it is connected with their religion in some way.
You know the House of David 1s a religiomsorgsnization don't

you?"

E: "ves, I suppose that's it." (Interviewer tells of similar
sect in Seattle)

@ B

I: "On the Toonerville trolley?" (laughing)

"Isn't that funny?Meececececelic wont afound their place,"

[ & E: "Yes, we went around twice. ile had a lot ot fun so we just
went around & second times.eesseosiio’re going vo et vogether during
vacation. I guess we'll go tvo the beach too."
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I: "You mean the girls from the test room?"

E: "Yes, we usually 4o thatb..e.sessssHow long are you going to
take on your vacation, two weeks?"

I: "I was going to take a month but I think I'1ll just take
three Weeks nOW.eessesee(laughing) If I didn’t see you for a
month you'd forget all about what you did during vacation.":

E: "Yes, that is righteeescsss.l wonder vhere Lorraine =

I mean Wiss Chambers is. “he must be having a wonuerful trip."

I: "She must beeMieerseessesWoll, I guess it is about time for
us to be getting back, isnt't it, Vandao"

E: "Yes, I guess we'll just about get there. The next time
I see you I*1ll have an awful lot to vell you, won't I?"
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S RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room August 14, 1931,
] Recorded by: I, Roussesu Operator No. 4.
I Interview No. 3.

Vhen interviewer called for employee in the vest room,
supervisor said: "Here is something you may be interested in
knowing about Wanda., Her production has talled way down this
week, I don't know vhether it is because she went out to River=-
view Tuesday night or not., I thought you might like to know
how her production sitands in case she tells you about it. You
know she is supposed to be coming up near to Jennis, and she

o was even lower thean Anna,"

(Employes is very qulet today.)

E: "I don't know what's the matter with me this week. I have i ;
the most terrible feeling. You know usually when you go out ‘
over the week=end you like to get to bed early on londay =
Monday night we had company, and I didn't get to bed early,
and Tuesday night we all went out to Riverview, ana we didn't
get home very early, and the next r I was out kind of late,
- too. I thought I was going to get it caught up long ago, but
it just seems like I heven't, 4All this week I have felt just
terrible, My eyelids are so heavy, and I'm so tired I can't
work. You know out at Riverview - have you ever been out there?®

I: "No, I haven't, and I've always wanted to., I'm going to
go before the thing closes,™

E: "Well, they have the slides that go up and down, and on
some of them you have to hang on real hard. You know at first
it seems terrible. Of course when you go there a lot you don't
get a thrill out of it anymore. Well, Monday, my arms were a&ll
tired from hanging on. Anyway I got a thrill. (leughing)eee...
But I'm going to catch up tonighteeevesseeess I going to bed
real ear],yoooocoooo

"Usually when I sleep on Saturday I think I'm wasting time,
I like to get up early and get things done because then I don't
feal like I'm wasting time. I like to get up early and get things
done beceause then I don't feel like I'm wasting time but I can
slesp all day tomorrow and I wouldn't feel thet wey. (laughing)
I think that would be nice, but I have too many things t0 dOsesess

1 Say, what are all those people doing out there?"
I: "I think they are going to get laid off."
4 E: "Really? Say, that's too bad, isn't it? I wonder what they'll

all do now, It's all right if they've got a home to go To, If
you've got a home, they can alvays take cars of you somehow; at

P N p——
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least, you've got a roof over your head.fou can always manage
to get something to eat. (laughing) It is pretty hard on some
}' of these people that don't live in toWneeeseeeess DO you know
’ Lorraine - Miss Chambers?"

I: "YeS. "

E: "Well, you know there may be & chance that she will be laid
off; in fact, there is a very slight chance that she may stay."

I: "Is that so?"

E: "Yes, she feels pretty bad about it. I wonder what she is
20ing t0 d0eeeeeseShe hasn't anyons here to go back to., ©She
couldn't keep up her place there now, If her -folks lived here,

it would be different........She wassmying something about there
being another job she might 26t."esses..Maybe she would get one.."...

I: "Maybe she will,"

E: "I guess she can find one because there are lots of things
that she can do."

i I: "Yes‘, that's righteMeescsses

E: "I wonder what these people are going to do when they have
to get their coal and everythinZeieccesecss

"] had & real nice time on my vacation."
I: "Did you?"
E: "Yes, it was a change ~ something so different.” |
I: "Is that so?"

E: "Well, I mean you weren't working, You were going some place
8VOIrY (B eesesee0f courss I suppose if you had vostay home all the
time you wouldn't like it so well. I suppose if you were laid

off (laughing) and you couldn't look forward to going to work

you wouldn't enjoy iteeeeeeesOf course, it would be different

if you had a lot of money."

I: “would it be different with you?"

L/

- E: "I'1l say. (laughing) eeceseeOf course there are cases where
paople get tired of bwing at home - even then. I have heard of

. SUCh C886S.esesee]l surpose that can happeneseecece

4

Sl

"I didn't get into the water as much as I wanted to during
vacation., I didn't get much more tan, Bubt then, I don't know as
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I would want anymore, becesuse it tekes it so long to wear off, and
i& I don't like it when you start wearing derk things, then tan looks
SO fu.nny.........s.‘...

"The professor was here the other day - did you know that?™

L
.

: "Yes, I heard he was."

td

"Even he mentioned that I had & £00d tan."eesssses
T: "I don't think it is quite as dark as when I saw you last.”

" BE: "I think I'm lighter, too. You know it's funny. I meet some
people and they say - oh, how tan you,are, and I think I'm kind
of lighteceeessslt soamed like every time we planned wo g0
somewhere during vacation, it rained.”

T: "Did it rain much here?"

E: "Well, it happened two or three times, We were already to go

and we couldn't go. Then it was cold for a while, and you know

you never think of the beach when it is cold, so I didn't get
swimming MUChicevcoonsscs

"I was out quite & bit the first week and I didn't get much
sleep. Then, the next week it was funny., I would lie down &nd I
didn't get much sleep. eesesYOu know it isn't like me befause
I can go to sleep before I lie down - before I even know how I
am going to lay I fall asleep, and I sleep so hard that my mother
has to shake me to wake me up in the morning, but I would lie down
and I just couldn't go to slesp. I dm't know why it was. Meybe
it was because I couldn't sleep very much the week berdvss 1 guess
maybe I just didn't need it.

"T went to three movies the'first WOBKeoossooeeel don't care
for movies in the sumer time."

I: "You don't?™

E: ™Yo, I would rather be out in the tresh air, It always seems
too bad to me to go into a dark place when you c&n be out side where
you have sushine andfresh air, But it is nice and-cool in the
theatre in the swmer time."escsecoee

T
o
I: "What shows did you ses?"
- E: "I saw 'A Free Soul' and and -==. I would much
. rather be out of doors., That's why I like to go swimming. I guess

I should ssy play in the water - not swim, I don't know, I'm so
scarad,"
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"Didn't you learn to swin?"

E: "No, Well, I'm better than I was, but I stvill just can't
go into the water, and start right otrf, I have to hang around
somebody 's neck, and then I stretch out in the water and put
my hands out and I'm all right, but I couldn't just jump right
in and start going. I've got to hang on somebody's neck and
then I get started.”

I: "How do you mean?"

E: "Well, I put my erm around his neck, see, and then I lie
on the top and then I stick my arms out like this, ana then
I can start swimming."

I: "I wonder why it is that you have to put your arm around
his neck in order. to get started orf, ihat's the difference
between that and starting offe"

B: "Well, they put their hand on my stomch to rest me see

and then when I get started off, I'm all right. Meybe I will
learn sometime, 1 guess it's kind of hard to learn when you're
older, isn't it? I don't kmow. I never went into the water
when I was a kid., My kid sisters go. You know how people from
Europe are - my mother was afraid to have us go, so I had to go
out for myself and see. Then I came home and told her, They
don't understand it unless there is saneone to tell, it seems.
Now she lets my kid sisters go. She's changed & lot."”

I: "She has?"

E: "Yes, she used to be afreid to let us go. If we don't

got lome until late she wWorries....e..What kind of a vacation

did you have?"

I: "Oh, I had a nice vacation." (telling something of her vacati on.)
E: "That wes nicBeeseeeesel wonder if the stock is going to go down."
I: "How do you mean?"

E: "Well, with their laying so meny people off, they have to give

a lot of those people thdr money back, and I wonder if the stock
won't go down,"

I: "They ssy there are going to be about 2500 people laid off,

and I suppose a lot of those don't have stock but I suppose the

company is wealthy enough to be able to pey a few thousand without
noticing it."

P
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E: "Yes,-I suppose 80."

I: "I don't know that it would affect the stoek market, besides
they'll try not to sell their stock that's paid up.”

E; "No, they'll try to keep what they paid up.

"You know I can't tigure out how it is that some people have
80 much and others haven't got anything., I know I was down on
52nd end the other day with cars coming from the race track,
and you never saw 8o many big cars with private chauffeurs. It
sure didn't look as though they had to go without. I never saw so
many cars, why it took them almost an hour to get by. You couldn't
get across. I guess they don't have to worry about not having
encugh money! I heard the people on the street car talking and
some were telling how much they lost and some of them how much
they won. One men got a $2.00 ticket and he made $22.00 off it.
What do you know about that for making money?{ But I suppose
fellows with big cars wouldn't think of putting $2.00 in, I
suppose they put in $100ceececss iy brother used to work around
the race track., He cleaned the cars there, and there was a fellow
that worked there all the time, and he used to get tips. You
know it seems like they know which horse is going to win, I
think that's funny. There must be some dirty work about it,
but they almost alweys know which horse is going to win. This
fellow used to give my brother tips and tell him who is going to
win, 80 one dey my brother told a trellow that bets out there who
was going to win that day, and this fellow bet on him. Ssay, he
made & lot of money. He made way up in the thousands and he gave
my brother a dollar - imagine that! 'He gave him a whole dollar!
(sarcastically) But, ot cairse, the kid thought it was a lot.
That was sSeveral years 8g0«"escosccces

I: "Weren't you telling me that you have a brother 15 and 102"

B: "No, that must have been one of the other girls, I gov three
brothers - two of them are out of work - one is 27 and one is 21,
The other is 18 and he is working here, I don't koow how ha Keeps
on. He doesn't have very much service. Of course, my osher brother
used to be here, too, but he got laid off, I don't know how he

got laid off, and the other one stayed."

I: "Was he here longer?"

E: "They were here about the same time, This one is in the
office. I don't know, maybe they haven't got vo leying off so
much in the otfice."

I: "I guess it does depend somewhat on where you are,"
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Ef eeessse™l LlOSt five pounds on my vacationeMeeeses
A I: "You daige"
B: "YQS¢ "oooo.‘oo
I: "I gained five."
E: "Oh, did you?.eeeees
I: "I must have gained the five you lost.”
E: (laughing) "Well, no Miss Chambers said she picked them
up somewhere, so I guess there wasn't any left over for you.
You must have picked them up from som body elSCecscescsco
"I must set myleir tonight.¥ used to have it set all the
time, The place where I had a permansnt they only charge
50¢ to shampoo it and set it if you have your psrmanent there,
You know you don't miss 50¢ every vwo weexks but I only have
it set now when I'm going some place,”
" T: "well, I guess we will have to be getting back, Wanda,"
E: T"Anyway, I don't have that terrible feeling any more. I

gueseg it was the rest., Bub my eyelids feel heavy., I'm going
to bed real early tonight.”

a
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g RECORD OF INTERVIEW

' Relay Assembly Test Room August 27, 1931,
e Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
aw Interview No. 4.

I: "I will have to dust off this chair carefully so you won't
gat that white dress dirty."”

E: "Yes, it would show a lot on this, wouldn'*t it? I had to
put on something clean so I put this on, My mother starched

it awfully stiff. I like to have a little starch in it, but
when I took it off the hanger this morning, you should have

seen it. I just crawled into it so careful so I wouldn®t muss
it. I had some coffee this morning &nd I stood up so I wouldn't
get any wrinkles in it." (laughing)

I: (laughing} "It is too bad that you have to sit down here."

E: "Oh, I have been sitting down & couple of hours working, so
it doesnt't make any difference.”cececcse

[}
.o

"Don't you eat any breakfast, Wanda?"

: E: "Oh, I never care for breakfast. I never think of eating
anything. Once in a while if I feel 'cold in the morning, I will
drink something, but I don't seem to need it. Last night when

I was going home I felt kind of hungry, but I just thought I wouldn't
eat anything, so I went to bed without eating any food. So this
morning I thought I might be to0o hungry if I waited and I drank

some coffee., It felt kind of ¢old in the house this morning, too.
You know, it is so damp today. It is so foggy out. Of course I

come to work so early in the morning that it is that Way."eessese

I: ™Yes, I leave the house pretty early too.”
E: "When do you leave?"

I: "Well, this morning I left at seven."

E: "Yes, that is pretty early."ceeccces

I: "How did you mean feeling hungry on your way home last night,
do you mean at'ter work?"

-4

< E: "No, I went out la st night. I went to churchssessec.oOn the
way home I telt hungry, but I just said to myself that I wouldn't
eat anything. You know some people say that it bothers your
81edPe ceeeeeOf course it doesn't bother my sleep when I eat,

I just fall asleep sven if I do eat semething." (laughing)
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. 1 "fhat is it that mekes you nov want to eat then before you
go o bed then?"

E: "Well, I think if I don't eat, I won't gain any more."
(laughing)

I: "Oh, that's it?"

E: "YeSeeseeseeeOn the way down here this morning I stopped at
the restaurant, I lost a pound. 1 weighed 137 when we went to
the hospital before vacation and when we came back, I had lost

5 pounds, and I have lost one pound sinee then. I don't know

how I lost it. Of course I didn't eat anything during vacation.
You know you don't feel like eating in the hot weather, That is
why I thought I would gein this morning, and instvead I had lost

a pound. I have been eating & lot lately and yet I lost a pound."

I: "It waan't warm weather all during vacation either, was it?"

E: "I don't know why I couldn't eat then. Usually I eat some
breakfast when I stay at home, but I would get up in the morning

: and I just wouldn't feel like eating and then I would have things
to do and I wouldn't get .ge®t anything to eat until late in the
afternoon and then I would eat some place, and &t night when it
was time to eat I wouldn't get anything. I don't know, I just
didn't feel like eating,

"] can't figure out any reason for it.eceseeeelt isn't like
some people who worry. I am not the kind that worries, All
that my friends that know me know that it couldn't be that because
I never VOrI'Veseecaces

"You know I have to laugh av Hibarger, He is always kidding
me. He was just up there the aay before yesterday, and he came
over and said something, I don't remember what it was, but he

said, YYou never get sore, do you?t I pretended I didn‘t know
what he meant., I started to kid him, see? I said, 'Sure, some-
times my back is sore.' He said, 'Oh, you kanow what I maan,?

I never get angry. My friends say that they have never seen me get
angry in all my 1ifOesvecccens

¥ "You know I have a girl friend that is so aifferenv. She is

- always getting angry. Just the least little thing and she gets
mad. Most people don't get along with her, but I do because I

let her have her own way., That is the only way to get along with
her - you just don't pay any attention to her. But I don't see
how she can be that way. diverything alwsys had to be dons her wey.
She is always right. You are never right, She never seems %o
think of anyone else. She makes me think that I haven't got a

-.I‘
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mind, She dossn?t care what I think. I used to always do what
she wanted to, I don't do that so much any more. I guess I
have known her too long and I guess I hed too much ot it. You
know she is that way with people that she knows & long vime.
After she gets to know them, she is like that.

"Well, I just thought I wouldn't do the things that she wanted
to any more. You know sometimes she would decide that she wanted
to do something and then she changed her mind and meybe I would
want to do it anyway and I would go off and do it by myselfeecsess
Unless she changed her mind...e...5ut that didn't happen very often,
(Sarcastically)eeesss «She came to the Western Electric when I did.
She was working at another place with me. Do you know where the
Dash Gasket Company is? On Roosevelt Hoad."

I: "Yes, I have heard of it."

E: "Well, we were vworking there and I had a pretty good job. It
was easy work, but just when I got to meking good on & job, the
Forelady would give it 0 & friemnd of hers and that got me sore,
and then it got so that I wouldn't get as much money as I was
supposed to. I would keep figures and I would be fifty cents or
so off. 4nd now, you know I would have to laugh to think of how
I was then., I took the siips and I went right up-to the big boss,
I wasn't scared of hime I didn't care who it was and I talked

to him about how I wanted my money that I got gypped out or, It
makes me laugh to think of it. I*1ll bet they had a big laugh when
I left there. Of course I would always get it. But it made me
kind of sore having to do that all the %t ime.

"At Western they were hiring a lot of people at that vime.
Everybody who came down here got ajob, so one day three ot us
took the afternoon off and came aown here, but they said they didn't
want us., They said it was like that and you had %0 keep coming
here in order to get a job, so the next week we ook another arter-
noon off and then they took two of us. <Lhe third one didn't get a
job. I don't know why. I startea working here and I always likead
it. I used to work real hard.

"T uged to be so different like I was telling you before. I used
to be 90 quiet and the bosses like it when you are that way, and
they used to gzive me & job that I could meke & lot on and I used
to mke good money and then of course we came to the test room and
we all like it there. I don't know how they happened to pick me
for it, but they picked me and another girl and they told us to
choose the ones we wanted to go in there, You know, like ones
thet wouldn't leave the company real soon, and those that would
be nice towork witheesesesssee
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"I never could figure out what made my girl friend thet way.
I guess she was just brought up to be that way, but I think she
is o0ld enough to think about what she is saying. I think the
trouble must be that she doesn't think what she is saying before
she s8YS ifeeesseelt makes everybody dislike heTesesscces

"She even used to get blamed for things she didn't do - like
the place we used to work, We had to have our pamrs sent to
the Cicero School and then the Cicero school was supposed to
sand them over here, I don't know what was the matter - I guess
they didn't want to lay us off, and I used to have to go back there
every day for a week to ask them why they hadn't sent the papers,
I zuess they didn't went to lose me, I don't know why. I guess
it was because they were so busy. Everybldy tvhat applied could
got a job, The fellow asked me why I was leaving and I told him
that I was tired of getting gypped all the time. He said, *Well,
you get your money, don't you?'! I said, 'Yes, but I was always
tired of having to go up to see sbout it.' I t0ld him besides
that every time I got & job I liked, the Forelady gave it to her
girl friend. He said, 'Well, that could be fixed.' I said, 'Well,
it was too late. I had another job.! He said to my girl triend,
'It is on account of you that she is leaving then.' You know
it wasn't her fault at all. I told him that I hed talked her
into it. He didn't believe it. He said it was on account of

heTecossscscsscscnse

"You know when I was a little girl, I had & girl rriend
whose father worked at Western Llectric. My father didn't.
He has always worked on the railraod., ©She always said that when
ghe was grown up, her dad was going to get her & job here and I
used to think to myself, 'What will I do when I grow up? My
dad doesn't work at Western Eleetriec, I can't get 2 job there.!
I thought this was the most wonderful placee.sesessand to think that
I am working here now and she never dide..cee.soShe was the kina that
liked school, you know, so she went on to sehool. She went to high
sechool and she had & little college. Then she got & job as
secretary to someone. She always had big ideas. She never had the
idee of just working some place year after year. She was always
going to Honululu and lots of differnt places. She always
had big ideas, but she never got to g. ©She diedecsss.ssShe was
real young t00..ees+0f course I suppose if she were working tiere
vet, she would be earning big money, but I know if 1 were working
in the of'fice, that I might be making less money than I am now, so
I don't care. Of course if I were working in the shop, it might
be different. They aren't meking such a big percentage now. Now
they are only making about f£ifty per cent. VYhen I used to work
there, they used to make & lot more = it was about seventy-five
per cent then. I used to meke big money, so I dian't care if I
had an education. Of course they didn't ever make as much as in
the test room."occoooocco
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I: "How much did you meke then, Wanda?"

b

E: "Oh, I don't remember..e....You would average thirty dollars

a week and that is big money. It was always twenty-five or thirty,
dollars.s.sseeel was just & kid when I started., I had to go to
continuation sechool., I had to study for a whole year steady and
then another year too,

"I had the nicest teacher, When I was in grammar school,
I never cared about school at all. I would just try to learn
things by heart so I could say them. I didn't care about it,
but in continustion school, I 2ot so that I really enjoyed 1it.
We had elgebra in the morning and I don't remember just what
subjects we had, but we had something else and then in the
afternoon we had cooking and sewing.

"You know I used to be so scared., I used to be afraid %o
say anything, I would rather not say anything than have it be
wrong and she used to encourage me and say, 'Now you know it.
Don't be afraid to say it. What difference does it make if you
do make a misteke? ELverybody has to make a mistake sametime,’
She used to encourage me that way and try to gebt me over being
soafraid. and I have changed a lot.

"One time she was having an investigation, you know, people
were coming there that night and’ she wanted me to learn something
and I said that I would rather not, that I was scared to. She
told me that I could go ahead and do it if I just made up my
mind to do it. She had me learn something about & status of

. George Washington, no, it was a painting of George Wiashington
in the Art Institute. You kxnow I got up there and I wasn't a
bit afraid and I said it reel good. ©She told me afterwards that
it showed that I could do it if I msde up my mind for it.

"You know I got real interested in school then and I kind
of thought I would like to g0 steady. She asked me why I aidn't,.
She knew my brother in high school. XYou see my father wanted
to give us an education, but you kiow how it is with the older
ones, YWhen they come along, the family needs their money, so the
two older ones didn't get a chance, but when my brother and I
came along, my father sald we were geing to have a chance, so my
brother went to high school. I don't know, I just didn't care
to. My father wanted me to go to high -‘School, but I didnt't
care to learn, I never was interested in grammar school. But
of course by that time, my folks were used to the money. She
$0ld me to ask them about it and see if I couldn't gz steady,
s0 I made up my mind I would. On the wey home from work that
night, I told the girls about it and they said, *'Oh, what do
you v:ant to go tack to school for,' and you know, I kind of

£
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of fell out of the idea and I never even said anything to my
parents! So I never went any more. ©She was terribly sorry.
I don't know, I am not sorry. I am making good money now,

"0f course if I had to do different work maybe I wuldn't
like it. The job we are on now is real sasy., 1t just seems
like when I started to work, they couldn't get me to quit. I
was a minor of course and I had to get my papers ana they give
you easy work when you are a minor. #e didn't get the heavy
jobs down at the gasket company. ZThey had & lot of machines
there, but they couldn't put the young girls on them, it was the
older girls. I might not like it if I had to run a big machine.
Why, it is terrible the accidents that used to happen down there.
You would hear & seream every once in a while ana somebody would
get their fingers cut off. One morning real early we heard a
terrible scream and we all stood there pale because we knew
vhat had happened @&nd a girl had three fingers cus otff, When
we went over and looked, they were still laying there, It was
terrible. You know it wasn't like that at VWestern Eleetric,
Here they are so careful and they have guards on so people
won't hurt themselves, but in the smaller factories they don't
care, <They don't do anything like thate"eceescssecs

I: "Of course that was a long time ago."

E: "Yes, that is fight. That was over elght yea8rs aZ0esecces
I had a girl friend who got married when she was eighteen, I
don't think that is a good idea, do you?"z

I: "Uon't you thik so?"

E: "No. I don't think that girls know enough about Life. Now
she got married and they have & baby and he is out of worx, He
is only working two or three day s a week and he is earning
hardly enough money to buy iocod for the baby ana they have to
depend on their in-laws for their food even. uwhy they aren't
any higher than their parentsS....e.s..ler parsents were European,
you know, and I don't know - she has just kept the same iaea
all the time, I guess, She won't be any higher than her parents
WOTCeoesses o Now my folks are dirferent., I have to give them
credit for what they have done. My dad and mother wanted the
kids to have it sasier than they Had it, My fether said that
his kids weren't going to have to work until they were old,

like he does. Now my father will have to work until he is old
and the two oldest ones will too. That is why my father wanted
to give the rest of us a chance, They wanted us to be better
of £ than they were. You have to give them credit for that."essecsss

I: "How did you mean that some muropeans just keep the same idea
all the timeo® .
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E: "Well, I mean they don't try to get ahead., The kids are no

2 better off than their parentsS WerGseesesesl am glad I am where

s Iam, I am glad I didn't jump into it. I might be just where she
is now, Of course it is different for the better classes. The
young people there don't have it the same., It is the lower
classes where it is different......Now you take with somebody
like me, I am just from the comION PEOPlesteecescsss

I: "How do you mean that it is different for the young people of
what you eall the better classes?”

E: "Well, I mean they don't get married so young. They don't get
married and have a family right away, but among the common people,
most of them get married so young. I am glad I didn't. Look where
I would be now. Of course they say you should get married, but I
am gled that I didn'teeseeeeel like it where I am now. ¥We have
an awfully good time. Of course I have changed though., I talk a
lot more. I used %o be so quiet. I used to come down to work
and I wouldn't talk to anyone. Of course I talked to them if

they talked to me, butv I wouldn't talk to enyone I wouldn't know.
If a girl sat right next to me and I wouldn't know her I wouldn't
talk to her. Of course if she would say something to me I would
answer her, but I didn't meke friends with people. Now I talk

t0 people whether I know them or not. I make friends easy. Ths
girls tell me how I have changed. I used to be so scared to talk
to people. I would have a fear of talking to people I didn't
know, "

I: "And it is just lately that you haven't been that way?"
E: "Yes, I have been that wey all my life.”
I: "How was it vhen you went to school?"

E: "Well, of course I had a lot of playmates, but I know even v
af the schoolyard, if there was a stranger standing there, I would
never ask them to jump rope with us., The other girls would ask
them to, but I wouldn't think of it. I would rather jump rope

by myself than to ask theme"eeeeoes

&
I: "Do you mean that you would want to ask shem but you woula
be afraid to?"

E: "Well, I don't know it I ever wanted to ask them, It was just
like I said ‘to myselt, 'Don't 7alk to her., You don't know her,?
It was just an idea that I had that I shouldn't talk to anyone I
didn't know. I suppose I learned that.,.....l82ybe the reason is
because I was the only girl for a long time. Of course I have a
sister now but for 8 long time I had just brothers amd I was alone
with my mother. Still 4nt* all I can't rigure out the reason that
I changea.".‘......o

b
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I: "So you don't take it from your girl friend any more,"

4§ E: "Of course we are still friendas, but we are not rriends

. like we used to be, We still speak to each other, but not
like we used to, Vie used to be together all the time, but now
I have other friends. I go places where I want to go and she
goes where she wants to go."

I: "When did you get so that you would do that?"

E: "Well, T don't know. It must have been abous a year ago.
I don't xnow what made the aitference. Of course I am glad
I changed..I am not sorry &8 biteecessccee

"Say, I forgot to bring that piece of wood I was going to
show you. I thought of it last night after I went to bed, because
I thought maybe I would get called down toaay, but I didn't teel
guite lixe getting up out ot bed and putting it in my purse,”

I: "Of course not.”

E: “And then this morning I forgot all about it, but I will
: have to put it in right away so I will be sure and have it there,
{ I don't know where it came froMe"secccccsces

I: "Didn't you say a frienda sent you that?"

E: "Yes, but he didn't get it where it came from. He just picked
it up somewhere," .

I: "Wenda, I haven't had a chance to tell you yet that now thasg
I'm going to see you more often, we're going to meke the interviews
a little shorter. It's an hour since you came down and 1 ve
decided we might as well make the interviews about an hour, so
unless you have something else you want to say, maybe we had

better call it all for today.™”

E: "I think we had better, and I will see what I have to tell
you next time, I think I will just be quiet now. I have said
everything I have on my mind."

I: "That is what I thought.”

P
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

' Relay Assembly Test Hoom September 4, 1931.
= Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No.4.
. Inverview No, 5.

The employee is very quiet today, and is not vexry
friendly at first.

E: (After a long pause) "Well,, haven't we been having a lot
of rain?"

I: "Haven't we?"

E: "It seems like every day it rains a little bit anyway, Lvery
night.".........

I: "Did it rain last night? Oh, yes, it rained just as we were
going home, But you weren't here then, were you?"

E: "I remember it rained. I was dowantown, but I didn't care

because I went right from work to the lodp and it didn't hurt me."....
«sess.The weather has certvainly changed, though, hasn't ito*

I: . "Hasn't it?"

08 S oe NP0 0 2000000000

(Interviewer tells the employee about moving, to breek
the ice.)

E: M"Are you settled yet?"

I: “Not quite., I have to make a cover for a chair and a couch
this -week~end,"

E: "Gee, you must sew good. Do you do much of ig?"
I: "I don't have much time tor iv, Vanda,"

E: "I used to sew a lot, but I haven't for a long time., Vhen I
was younger, I liked to, but now it makes me nervous.”

T I: "It does?"
L%

E: "Yes, doesn't it make you nervous?"

I: "Well, I don't know, I like to if I have 10ts of time,."
Fa

E: "That's what I mean., You haven't got very much vime and then
you get nervous."
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I: "Just how do you mean, Wanae?"

- B: "Well, you got to get something done in 8 hurry, and you
meke-a mistake, and you've got to rip it and do it over, ana
it makes you so mad.,"

I: "Oh, that's what you mean. I thought meybs you meants just
the plain sewing made you nervous.”

E: "No, not that. It's when you have %o do 1t over agaein and .
it takes so much time., So I don't do any of it."

Pause,

I: "Well, I guess I'll heve to let you do the talking, Vanda,
I'm getting & cold."

E: MAre you, vthat's too bad, I gness lots of people have colds,
thougii, haven't they?"

I: "I guess they have."

. E: "Well, with the weasther, how can you help it. One dsy iv's
- ‘ SO0 hot you don't want to weer a coat and the next aay you come
: ' out without one and it's real cold, So what are you ging to do?%?
One day it's hot and ons day it's C0Llde"evecs0cesssancans
(Employee mrde some remark (?) about her childhood)

E; "It's funny the things you remember about when you were little,
isnt't iv2?"

I: "It is, isn't 1t?eeseseselan you remember many tings?"

E: "Quite a few, I remember oncte I saw & man shot. I was real
young then., I told my wmother apout it and she didn't think I

could have remembered it, but. I told her about it and it was true,

I was real little, and I went with my mosher ana sister To call on
some one, and there was a man came up and tola the girl there that
there was & men in her rather's yard that was going to shoot her
father. They were having an argument, ana the girl got real excived,
and I remember seeing the man tall over. He just tumbled over.”

sessssassesescsse

I: ™ias he killed?"
E: "YeS, it killed hmo" XX XXX RN X N

I: "I wonder why he shot him."
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E: "I don't know. I never founa out., <“Lhey had some kind of
argument, but I remember the man coming up and saying it to

< the girl and she gzot so excited. And then she and my mother

s and I started running. I can remember looking through the
fence and seeing him lying there. eeseesssl was real small then =
I couldn't have been more than two years old."

I: "My, that's young to remember that, isn't it?"

B: "Yes, but I suppose something like that would sort of stand
out. Meybe I wuldn'®t remember lots of other thingsS."seessece

I: "I suppose you were frightened."

E: "No, I dm't remember being frightened. I just remember
Seeing him fall over, "00000000000

I: "Can you remember very many things about your childhood?"

E: "I can't remember very many things about when I was real smll,
but I can remember lots of things when I was five or six. I can
remember about going to 2¢ho0lsesseseecesss I remember about the
things we used to do like how we learned to write.l.iceeeceece

I: "Can you remember the first day?"

E: ™es, I remember the first dey. It was my brother that took
me. He was in thé seventh grade. You know how most kids don't
want to go to school. Gee, I féel sorry for the teachers that
teach the first grade. The kids have never been to school before
and they go there and they don't want to stay, and then they go
home and they don't want to go back again, but I remenber that it
was real nlce the first day. Of course, I suppose they want

to make it resl nice so you'll want to stay there, especially

at first, But I remember her explaining to all the kids whet

it was about, And then I remember later in the morning, she
tried to teach us how to write.":

I: "she started it right away, did she?"
E: "Well, it wasn't very much; it was sceribbling on paper,

really. And we drew pictures, and that was lots of fun, so when
we went home to lunch, I wanted to 20 back againeMececcesscees

H I: "Yes, I can remenber going home at recess and meking believe I
o thought that was the end of the day." '

E: (laughinS) "S&y, that's o good way to get out, isn't 1t2"cevccecce
= I: ™Mell me more =bout your memories of when you were real small,

Wanda," :

e - — = =
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E: "Oh, I don't remember much. (becoming reticent) All I
remember is how we used to go to school. I can remember how
we used to pley before we went to school. I really haven't
many memories from then."esecssccsse

b

I: "You didn't go to kinderparten then?"

E: "No, I went to rirst grade. They didn't have & kindergarten
where I went to SChOOlo'.'oooooooo

I: "Say, that jacket you have on is & good idea, isn't it?"

E: "I think it is for weather like this. When it's cool you
can wear it at work, and it's nice to wear home at night. It
isn't- bad to carry if it's £00 hoteMeescccoee

I: "You're fesling real quiet today, aren't you?"
: "Yes, it seems like I haven't anything to say."

I: "Well, that's all right, Wanda. You remember what I told
; you the last time. (Pause) We certeinly had a good talk last
- time, didn't we?"

E: 'Yes, that's the way it goes. Why, last time I valked so
mach; I didn't know enough to step, and this time I haven't
anything t0 S8y ."ecocescccvey

I: "Maybe the next time you come down you'll have a lot to
say agein." .

E: "Yes, you never can tell.,"

I: "Well, that's the way I want you to feel about it. That's
the way it ~oes with all of us. Sometimes I feel that way
myself. I'll go to see someone and Iéll feel like talking all
the time sometimes, and the next time I won't feel like saying
anything."

-

E; "Yes, that's the way it is, isn't it? I guess I'm kind of
sleepy todey, I didn't get to bed early last night. TYou know,
that's the way I am, If I don't get enough sleep, it shows

up in my trace right away. Honestly, I get green in the race."

%

I: "You look kind of tired today, don't you think?"
7 E; "Yes,= 1little bit."

I: (laughing) "But I don't notice the green.™

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



I.R. 9.4-51 001113 'd. 5. 04‘5.

E: "It seeams like I just have to get enough sleep. I can't
. g0 more than two or three nights running, without making up
" for it. Maybe if I would get used to it, I woulan't need so
MUCh S1@8Deveecsssrssons

I: "But you've never given it a trial to see."

E: "I*1l get tired and them I'1l go to bed to meke up for it.
Well, in our family everybody goes to bed early, and you know,
if everybody else goes to sleep I don't like to sit up alone.
So lots of times I go to bed about 9:00 o'eclock, and then
that spoils you., Now If I didn't go to bed until late every
night, I'd be all right, I suppose. But I just have to cateh
up every once in a while."eeeecoos

I: "Well, I'm glad you're taking the interviewing like I want
you to."

E: "Maybe after while it will be different.”

I: "Sure, I think so, 7You have to get used to everything.
After while you'll know more what I want, and I'll know more
what kind of questions I want to ask, too., I never insverviewed
people more than once or twice before, and wetll all have to
get used to it."

E: "Oh, I'm sure we will."”

I: "Well, I hope so. I wouldn't want you to make too hard a
job of it. I just want you to take it like you teel."

- &

A
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RECORD OF INTERVIE W

Relay Assembly Test Room September 18, 193l.
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.

SoH

Inverview No. 6.

(After & long pause) "My, the weather is a lot vestuer,

isn't it?"

I:

B2

"Isn't ig?"
“It's nice and cool today'."..............

Employee is very quiet this morning, though not une-

friendly as in the tirst part of previous inverview.

I:

"I suppose you wondered why I didn't see you before, Wenda,

I had some trouble with my arches, and I had to see the doctor.
Then I had some other things come up, too, that I was busy with,
eeseeeseS0 I had to give you & vacation.”

E:

(laughing merrily) "YeS...eel guess it's two weeks since I

saw you, isn't it?"

I:

E:

"Yes, I guess it i8¢ " veencne

"Say, I remembered today to bring down that wood to show

you. (Here she took a piece of wood from her pocket) See, this
is it.Y don't think it is perfumed, do you? DBecause I had a
bigger pniece - when you split it, it splits way down, and when

we broke it open, it was stronger than ever inside."

I: "You mean you don't think it could have been socaked in perfume?"
E: "Yes, that's what I mean,"

I: "No, you would think that the perfume would wear out, wouldn't
you<?"

E: "Yes, I think S0.¢"iiceceaccccce

I: "I suppose this came from somewhere in the tropics,.”

E: "Yes, that's where it's supposed to have come from, I don't

know vwhat kind of a tree it is, though. I used to keep it in my
purse, and when I would open my purse, it would smell so sweet,
Now I keep it in my handkerchiefs, and they smell resl nice."

I:

"It might be that the sap of the tree has a perfume that gives

the wood an odor, but I don't know,."

E:

"It might be that. Cedar has a smell, too. Of course, it isn't

like this."oacoao

—————
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I: "Do you like the smell of cedar®?"

B: "Yes, I like it..eeeeMy mother has a cedar chest at home., She
has a great big one. She keeps the quilts in it, and things like
thet.eeesseThen, 1t has another box on top, you know, it fits
right on the top."

I: "Oh, like a tray?"

E: "Yes, it's a tray. She keeps her doilies and things like thet
in theree"eeececse

I: "That's prebtty handy, isn't itPeeesesls it the kind with the
cedar lining or sll cedar?"

E: "That one has just a cedar lining. On the outside it's walnut.
Then, we have another one that is smaller., That one is all cedar.
We keep our swimming suits in there.....l have never had anything

eaten by moths, but a lot of people say they're verrible., I

hear people talking about them all the time.

"You should have seen the bugs in our house last night. You
: know, in thet cool weather a couple of weeks ago, my mother wanted
b to wash the kitchen and dining room windows on the outside, so she
took off the sereens. She said to me, 'Shall I put them back on?!
And I said, *'Why do you want to put them on? Meybe it will stay
ecool.' 4&nd then it g0t real hot. Last night we had the windows
closed down in the basement - we eat down in the basement, see =
and I said, 'O, it's so close with-the windows closed.t So they
had to be opened, and, you know, somebody left the light on upstairs,
Somebody was reading, and you should have seen the bugs in our housse.
They weren't in any of the dark rooms. Just in the lighted one.
It took us the longest time to cateh them &ll. I guess we finally
got all of them. But it took an awtfully long time. Some of them
were great big things, There was one with white wings with big
black spots on."

I: "Do you mean a bug or & moth?"

E: "Oh, they were all moths., You know, the big kind that lay the
eggs. They don't live very long, I guess, do they?"

I: "I don't know what the length of life of a moth is,"

.,’\

E: "I don't know either. I wonder how long they live....I think

N bugs are interesting., I*'d like to know more about themes...0f
course you have to be careful of moths, though, don't you?"
. I: "I was reading in a magazine last week, of how you eould build

a cedar closet - then you cen hang things in the closet instead of
laying them in a chest."
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E: "How would they do that?" (Interviewer explains.) That would
be @& 200d 1d68..40s000]1 was reading in a megazine one time about
how you should put 211 your things in a closet, that you use
- during the winter time. Your quilts, and everything like that,

and then you seal the door up. You should pest paper all around
the eracks in every plaCe.eeeseeesOf course you'd have %o use &
¢loset that was some place where it wouldn't be seen. It would
look funny in a bed-room if you had it all pasted up."

I° "Is that all you had to do?"
E: "Well, I suppose you would have to put moth balls in." (laughing)

I: (laughing)-"I was just thinking that if you didn't, the moths
would have a grand time."

E: (laughed heartily) "eeeeseecs™Say, did you know that today was
Miss Chambers last day?"

I: "es, I heard it was."

B: "I think it's too bad that she has to go. It would be aifferent
if she had & family here, but she hasn't anyonteeesse It would be
different if she could get & Jobe".evese

"I wonder what is going to happen this winter. Theysay it
will be a terrible winter. Why, last year they used to tell &bout
people going between buildings and building a fire to keep warm,
Things don't sean %o be picking up either, do they?"

I: "Well, there doesn't seem to be any simm of it around here, does
there?"

E: "I'11 987 not." seeseessBut there are so many people that are out
of work. It's pretty hard for those. Why, there's somebody coming
around all the time. There was &n old man came around in our neigh-
borhood asking to mow/people's lawns for five c¢ents, There are lots
of people that are alweys coming around for little bits of work

that they can do for you. Of course, it wasn't that man's fault.

He wanted t0 do anything."eeeeseee

I: "Did people give him much work?"

E: "™lell, most of the people gave him money without ziving him any
- WorkK..e.sThere were two young fellows came around the other day and
- wanted to know if thers were any turneces to clean. I don't know

whether they got any furnaces to clean or not." (12ughing)eeesees

I: "Are there many furnsces in your neighborhood, or are there a
lot of stoves?"

e — ——— e
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E: "There are not so many stoves left any more. They are all

. going out more and MOre...s.sGee, d0 you remember when we used

" to have stoves, though? #e would all sit around in one room
trying to got near to the StovVe."eesesess (interviewer tells
anedote about getting burned.)sceeeses il *emember one time when
my father and mother were gone, there was a glass o1 water
standing on the stove The water was boiling to beat the band.
Nobody noticed it at first, and then finally somebody saw it,
80 I got 2 big piece of cloth to take it oif. Ve were afraid
that the water would boil away and then the glass would burst
and then fly all over and hurt somebody. I folded the eloth
a lot, and I don't know what happened, the glass must have hit
cool air and that broke it., The water didn'v sSpill anywhere,
but there was hot steam all over my hand, I hadn't even picked
it up, yet. I had these two Tingers all burned, and part of this
third finger., I didn't even notice it at first. ‘the kids
noticed it at first end then I saw it and then it started to
burt. When my dad and mother came home, they put all kinds of .
things on it,"

I

L X4

*Oh, you hadn't put enything on it."

. E: "I don't remanber, but it was funny. I don't know where all

- of the steam came from, Just all of & sudden the water was boiled
awaya"a...i...oo .

I: "And you didn't even 1lift it up.”

E: "Well, I just started to lift it up and then the glass broke."....
oooico(yawned)

I: "Is that the way you Teel?"(lauglng)

E: "I don't know why I do that." (yawning again)eceseeecse
I: "Did you ever sprain your jaw when you yawned?"

E: (laughing) "No, I never heard of that.”

I: "I've done it two or three times. If I yawn real hara, something
snaps and then it hurts for two or three days."

E: "You want to look out. You'll be searing me. When I go %o

v vawn I'1ll be afraid I'm going to sprain my jaw. (laughing) .ceces
el You know, Itve got a knee that cracks funny. 2Lvery time I g0 to

kneel down in church, it cracks reel hard. I feel so aubarrassed.
I guess maybe I don't kneel down enough, huh?"

4

I: "Maybe you don't kneel (own tO say your prayers ennugé"
(1auzhing)
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E: "Yes, I do that every night, and it cracks once in a while
then, But every time I kneel down in church iv cracks. It's
so gquiet you know, and it*'ll make such a bud noise, Lvery time
I kneel dowm I know it's going to erack, and it does. It makes
me feel =0 ChGﬁp..o..o..

"You know, this morning when I wes coming in to work, I was
down on the fourth floor, I heard something drop behind me, I
didn't look back, because I was just afrasid something had fallen
out of my lunch. Oh, I was so angryl!s I wouldn't look around.
I walked right along as if nothing had happened, and if a girl
didn't go and say to me, 'You dropped something. I think you
dropped your peach.,' And I said, *'Oh, that's all right.*

I hurried on and I could hardly wait until I got into the test
room. And just when I was punching my card, it another girl
didn't lmve to go and say, 'You dropped your peach,' (laughing) -
You know, I was so med, You know, when I wrapped up my lunch
this morning, there was only one sheet of paper there., It
wasn't double and it dropped Oute' seconses

.

' "Why were you angry, Wanda?"

: "I don't know why I should feel that way. (leughing) Isn't

. t silly? I couldn't hélp it that the fruit dropped, yet I was

e so angry that I could hardly wait until I got upstairs. There's
no reason why I should feel that Wy..eeseolike the little boy
and girl in the story book. They went to teke their father's
lunch to him in the woods, and they dropped something on the
way so they could find the way back.esssot don't know what story
that was in. They got lost in the woods." '

I
E
i

I: "Wasn't that Hansel and Grethel?"

L 4

E: "I believe it wes., I don't remember the rest of the story."

I: "Isn't that story where the mother didn't like the children?®
Maybe it was the step-mother and they dropped crumbs on the path
into the woods so they could find their way back?"

E: "Oh, yes, and the birds ate them all up so they couldn*t find
thelir way MacKeeososolayve it was some other story. I dom't remember.
eeocesesMy, how I used to love fairy stories,”

I: "Did you?"

+

E; "Yes, I loved to read them. I used to read them all the time.
Didn*t you like them?"

I: "Yes, I read them a lot, too. iere there any in particular
that you liked best?"

E: "I can't remember what ones, I liked them 8ll.".ssecesece

- -
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I: "Did you read tham until you were very old?"

E: "I don't remember just how old I was when I stopped reading
than, I must have been about ten yea rs 0ld.es..¥Why , you know,
right now I believe I would enjoy reading some Of $hosSe..eces.
Wasn't it funny? They all ended the right way." (laughing)eceses

I: "And then they were married and lived happily ever after.,”
(laughing) .

E: "eS..e.s (Speaking under her breath) I wonaer it things will
turn out 1like that in our lives.,” '

I: "Yhat was that you saidp"

E: "I was just thinking how much they sren't like real 1ife.....
In real life when you get merried, that's the beRinning of all
your trouble, they s8¥."ceccccsss

I: "There's a lot of it, isn't there?"
E; "I'11 say. Those stories weren't very much like real life."

I: "Do you think that in real life it's never true that people
are happy after they're married?"

B: "That's whet you always hear."eeess

I: "I'malways interested in what people have to say about that.

I know some people who say thet they don't know anyone that is happy
after they're married. I'm just wondering if it's really true,"

B: ™Well, I don't know. I can think of a few poeple that are
happy after they're married. ‘veceses

"I know & girl that gt merried, and she's a lot happier now than
before, But tlet's an unusual case, because she was real unhappy
when de was home. She had & mother that was mean to her and she
never had anything that she wented......Now, she likes her husband
pretty well., Shehias about everything she WANTS..ee..50 Wiy shouldn't
she be happy? She hasn't anything o kick aboute™ceacces

I: "Wasn't it you that was telling me about the girl friend that
married a man who was telling her to go out with other men?"

]

E; "No, thet wasn't me. It must have been Theresa, She was velling
me about a girl friend of hers whose husband told her that."

-

I: "Oh, that's right., Say, don't tell her I mentioned that, will
you, because I was thinking it vas you."
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B: "All right, I won't tell her. I guess She didn't like ite.eee
I guess some girls like it all right, though."eeecsecse

-

I: "Do you know any who do?"

E;: "Well, yes, I guess ome of them wuld, because some of them
tell me that married life ties them down so. I guess they'd like
to go out&"if they say th8tevecesseeedrs you going o see Bea this

afternoon
I: "I don't think so.,"
E: "She wanted to know."

Additional Material

B: "Wouldn't it be terrible to zet & bat in your hair? I know
when I went in the woods one time the fellow said tlet to me,"

>~ ——— —— -

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN -~ MILWAUKEE



«0‘

R

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN -

MILWAUKEE



RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relasy Assembly Test Room September 24, 1931.
. Recorded by: 1I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
i Interview No.7.

I: "I'm sorry to have kept you wei ting.”

E: "You didn't keep me waiting. I didn't get down here right
away. I wanted to Tinish the lay out I was on. I only had five
more relays to do before the lay out was changed, so I stayed
and finished them, so Bea could change the lay out while I was
gone,"

I: "Well, I am glaa you did.”

E: "If I didn't do that, I would have to change those rive relays
when I went back and then Sea ‘would have to change the layoutvr and --*

I: "It would have wasted a lot or time, woulan*t iv?"

E: "“Yes, you know we have the layout on a tray in front of us there.
There are a lot of little baskets on the tray for &ll the different
parts and Bea had to change the tray."

I: "You mean she had to take the parts out of each place and put -
in others,"

BE: "Well, she just changed the trays, see. She just took one
avay and brought another."

I: "Oh, I always thought those were all fastened together and
stayed on the bench."

E; "No, they are separate for each one and when we finish one
layout, she just changes the tray for US.Veeosos.s

I: "About how meny parts are there to most of the relays?"

E: "Oh, there is a different number for each relay, but it is
about thirty-five., Somewhere around there,"

I: "That day Mrs, Lovekin was up at the test room.amd she asked
me that, and I had never’asked that before, so I told her. about

. fOI‘tYo"] 1
E: "That was a good guess. You ses, in the test room we count
the pins., Out in the department, they don't count the pinsS.".eese
- I: "How do you mean?"
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. E: "Well, you ses you have two pins to put in and put out again,
Ls and 1t takes quite a little time to lay them down and everything
‘ when you figure it all up. You see they keep trigures of how many
- plece parts you turn out, and when you count the pins, it makes
about forty or forty-two,”

‘iL I: "That's interesting. I like to know all about the details
* on these  jobs because that is the only way I can find out about
them, "

E: "Yes. {Interviewer's last remark seems to make employee
resistant, Up to this point she has talked very freely, but
for most of the rest of the interview is spent in long periods
of 51lence,)eesessessly, it is cool today, isn't it?"

Discuss weather for some time.

E: (Yawning) "I don't know why I get sleepy every time I come
down here.,"

I: "Do you?"
E: "Yes, I get S0 Arowsy.".eeesse

I: "Of course most of the time you mmve come down the weather
has been very hot,."

E: "Thatts right too, but today it is very cool.”

I:; "Maybe we will have to allow a little while to get over the
hot spell," .

E: "Yes, that's true, we might. When the weather gets cool it
usually gives you 8 1ot Of DODesescsssess.ol could go right to
sleep."

I: "It is too bad I don't have a morris chair down here or a
couch so you could be comfortable." (laughing)

E: (laughing) "Say, if I did that, I would go right to sleep.
(employee brightens up for a few minutes.) Maybe I would talk
to you in my sleep then." (laughing)

I: "(laughing) "Say, that's an idea,"

E: "I tell you what you could do then. You could take a hold
of my big toe and hold that and I would answer anything you
wanted to ask me. You know they say that if somebody is asleep
and you grab a hold of their big tos and pull it, that they

will answer any question you ask them. They will talk right

out in their sleep. 4All you have to do is gradb a hold of their
big toe. I wouldn't like to do that, I would be kind of afraid.
I wouldn't want to teke a hold of anyone's big toe and make them
talk. It would be SO SPOOKVesesesesess(interviewer vells funny

¢ 4
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story of sister who used to. %a8lk in her sleep.)

E: (laughing) "That must have been funny."ssessese. (employee
says nothing for over five minutes., )

I: "You're feeling quiet today, eren't you?"

E: "I konow it. I haven't anything to S8Y..eesesYou know during
my vacation I had a talking streak, It secemed like I talked all
the time. I telked so much to everybody, even to people that I
never knew before. They were even strangers, too. I valked to
them just like I knew them. I don't know what was the matter
with me that I talked so much then. You know when I meet then
now they want to kxnow what is the matter with me. ‘They want o
know why I am so different than when I met them. I don't know
whay I am so quiet lately. I just don't feel like tvalking.
Sometimes I just like to be alone. VWhen I feel that way, it makes
me angry to have to talk.".esees

I: "Do you feel that way too?"

E: "Yes, sometimes you meet people and they try to mmke you talk.
It makes me so angry when they do that. If I acon't feel like
talking, I don't want to talk. Sometimes I have things in my mind
thet I want to think about, and I don't want 0 ta8lk....e.fou know
when I have things that I want to think sbout I like to get away
and go)¥ for a walk all alone., I don't want to meet anyone that

I have t0 t28lK t0¢"eeccecoscs

ee

I: "I do that sometimes too. I go over in Jackson Park and walk.
esesesDO you have & park near you?" '

B: "No, I just have towfalk in the neighborhoode".ees.

I: "I suppose it is kind of hard to keep from meeting people
you know, too,"

E: "Yes, you know a lot of people in the neighborhood."
I: "They would be apt to talk to you if you telt like it or not."

E: "iell, I guess so. (lamely)..eseeel didn't know I wasn't going
to talk when I ceme down here today, I didn't think I would be so guiet."

I: "That's @llright with me. You know what I told yoUseseessl Think
it is all right when you don't talk with people that you feel com-
fortable with, don't you?"

-

E: "Yes, if they understand vhy you are quiet. It makes me angry
M when they try to make you talk. Sometimes I will be with friends
and they will not teel like talking, but I won't know if it is me
or not. I will say, 'Is there anything wrong?* They will say, 'No,

. b — g e o -
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there is nothing wrong.' Then I g0 ahead and keep quiet as long
as I know nothing is wrong, I don't went to talk to them if they
feel that way because maybe they have something on their minds to
think about. Maybe they have troubles of their own. I just like
to let them alone. I don't like to be with people that try to
make you t8lkeMeoocconos

I: "I know some people like that Too. They want to valk all the
time and sometimes I like to be quiet, On my job, you know, I
have to talk to people all day long, so sometimes in the evening,
I don't weant to say anything.”

E: ™No, sometimes you just like to stay quiet, don't you? I

like to be with people that are camfortable when I am quiet, If
they know you, they don't care if you are quiete"ceceecs

I: "Maybe you would teel more like talking in the morning, Wanda?"
E: "Ususlly in the morning is the time when I feel quiet,.”

I: "Is that =0?"

E: "Yes, you would think that in the morning you would talk most
.. wouldn't you? Maybe I would have more to sgy in the mornings, I
don't know." .

I: "We might try it for & few times and see, Maybe right after
the lunch hour when you have something to eat and drink.”

E: "We could try it and 566.".esen ' | X
I: "You haven't dropped any more peaches, have you?"

E: (laughing) "To think that you would remember that! You know
I was going out to lunch that day, but I just thought I would
bring & peach or two. Ny mother usuall wraps my lunches up,

but I did it up that day. I guess I was lazy and I just gravbed
a sgingle piece of paper. My mother always does it up real care-
fully. I didn't even bother to tie it up, or put & rubber band
on. I just folded it up and ran orf because I was in a hurry.

I just took a little that day because I was going out."”

I: "That's right. You have to pack your lunch for two lunches,
don't you?"

-~

E: (indifferently) "Yes, I usually eat a little then. sverybody
uswally eats a little at nine thirty."

P I1: "Oh, don't they always bring a lunch?"
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B: (indifferently) "Yes, they usually dO."cesss

I: "Well, our time is more than up, Wanda. I had no idea that
it was so late."

E: "Yes, we didn't do very much talking either. That's funny,
isn't it? Usually the vime drags so when you don't talk."

I: "I guess we both must have felt like being quiet."

E: "I guess that must be it, berause otherwise at least one
of us would treel uncomfortable. VWell, maybe next vime I will
feel like talking."

I: "Well, don't worry about it if you don't."

%
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room | October 1, 1931L.
Recorded by:I. Roussean : Operator No. 4.
Interview No. 8.

I: "Well, I almost met you right outside, didn't I?"

E: "Yes, I saw you erossing the strest but you just weren's
looking my way."

I: "I zuess I must have been thinking about something 6lSGecsesce.
I guess I was thinking about how good it feels to walk today,
I wms telling you the trouble I had with my arches, wasn't I2"

E: "Yes, I believe you wers." (Interviewer tells of going to
doetor for arch supports.)

E: "™es, I imagine that would meke you feel kind of funny. It
would meke your feet kind of wobble whem you walk and that would
feel uncomfortable. You know I've been having a lot of trouble
with my feet. See those shoes. (employee is wearing low-cut,
high heeled, imitation lizerd slippers. Her insteps are badly

| swollen and are taped at the top of the slipper.) I had to put

some tape on my feet because they were cutting so. I like to
wear them but they meke my feet swell., They don't make them swell
if I just wear them & little while but if I wear them & week then
they swell terrible. I've got some other ghoes to wear to work
but they're so big. You know you don't like to wear them when they
get that way. I just don't feel right in them. (employee goes in .
some deteil as if defending herself for wearing the shoes)

"It all started like this. I denced all night in some shoes
and then the next morning they were the only shoes I had to put
on, and you know my feet were swollen so that I couldn't zet into
them because they were new shoes, and after dancing all night
you know how your feet swell anyway, and then I didn't get mueh
sleep and I had to get up early in the morning, and I hadn't
restoed my feet enough so that they would go down ana 80 I just
had to put them on. My feet were too big for them but I didn't
have anything slse to put on so I had to put them on, ana when I
got back from church I was nearly dead., Did I feel terrible!l
Well, that was how it started you see, They cut in ana then I
put them on anyway when I went to church.”

- "Oh, no, this was the way it happened. I was staying away from
homs and so they were the only shoes I had to wear. I slept with
my girl triend and so I had to put them on to get home and then I
stopped at church on the way home and by the time I got homs werse
my feet terrible! Vell, from that time my reet started hurting
me. It oot so bad I could just hardly walk. I guess it would have
healed up all right but then I put these shoes on and they cut into
it some more and I wore them to work. MNaybe they'd be all right if
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I wore those other shoes of mine down, I suppose they'd heal
up right away but you know I don't 1ike to, I feel terrible in
them. You know you can tell by looking at them that they're too
big for me. I just don't feel right in themesesssecseBut I
really ought to wear shoes like you've got there, oxfords. I
know that those are what I should wear %o work. I wouldn't have
any trouble with my teet then, but you know I never used to have
any trouble with my feet &t all, I could go out anu dance all
night, even with new shoes, and my feet would never bother me &
bit, but I think it must be on account of my wearing these shoes
when I really couldn't get into them., You know it got so bad
after that that I just had to rush out for a pair of shoes in
the neighborhood. I just could hardly walk any longer and

I couldn't wait. Iusually get my shoes at Bermen's.".cecess

o
g I: "Is that on the west side?"

B: "Well, they have several shops in the eity. They have one
in the loop, I've always bought my shoes there but you know
the last shoes I got there, they haven't fit me at all. Well,
I finally eot a pair that did, but for a long time, they Jjust
won't fit me right.

- "You know, (indignantly) those shoe men are just terrible!l
It doesn't meke any difference what you say to them they won't
give you the size shoe that you want. They are always fitting
me in something that I don't want. They always give me shoes
that are too long and too marrow., Now you teke these shoes,

I think the trouble with them is that they are too narrow,

My foot isn't long, it's short but it's not marrow, &nd they
always try to give me a long and nerrow shoe, Vhy in pumps

you cant*t do that, you know. They slip right otf at she heel,
The last pair of pumps they zave me, I could hardly kesp on my
feet. I don't know why, they always get you to ta&ke shoes like
thateesseseesesYOu know you can't tell, when you're just sitting
down and trying them on, Then you wear them & little while and
you walk around and your teet swell you know. Of course they
don't so much in the cold weather but in the hov weatvher they do,
and it seems to me they ought to £it your shoes for that. They
make me l'l'ﬁd."oooooooooo

I: "If you can't tell when you go in if they're going to rit when
they're swelled a little, I wonder if they cen always tell if they
measure your foot and give yoym shoe that size."

E: "well, they ought to be able to. My feet aren't exceptional,

I don't think they swell any more than anyone elses but everyones
. do a little bit dbut they just fool you every time. I tell them the
- size that I want and then they don't give it to me,."
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"Like when I went in %o get these shoes I tolda them I

wanted & four ana & halt but I think T am supposed to vake a
C width, I think is it, and he gave it to me narrower, What
can you do when they do that? I was afraid pefore I went in
that he might make me take pumps because if I saw pumps I
would fall for them; so when I went in 1 said to him, 'I don't
went any pumps and don't let me see any because if I ses thenm
then I'11l fall for them. I don't want vo see any pumps &t all,
just show me slippers! (laughing) So in that way I gotv slippers
but they're too narrow, ‘lthey do that to everyone. Vhy my girl
friend got a pair of slippers there that split on her. 1Lhat
shows they're too narrow. She took them back and he said, 'Well,
I'1ll give you another pair of shee s ror them, Shall I give you

' the same kind?' She said, 'Look here, these shoes &sre 100
narrow, You always fit me with long and narrow shoes and my footb
is short and wide. I want something that fits my foot.' TYou
know you can tell if it fits you. Why thet one that they gave
her almost fell off her foot but it was too narrow across because
it split., Well, you know the way I happened to get shoes to fit
this time was that I happened to go in there when she was there.
I met her there. The fellow had just got her shoes fitted. He
asked me what kind I wanted and I told him I liked hers and he
said all right, he'd get me some like them, so while he was
gone I tried on hers anmd it just fitted exactly. You know our
shoes always did fit eech other but lately she's been saying
to me, *Your feet must have got bigger. Yoqr shoes don't f£it
me any more,' so when he came bsck I said, I want one exactly
like hers, the same size and everything. It just fits me,* so
then he gave them to me and that is how I oot fitted."eesccccas

I: "You got one on him that time, didn't you?"

E: "Yes, you just have to watch them fellows but you never
know when they‘*re going to fool youes"ieesessee

I: '"When he came back first didn't he bring you a shoe just
like herse?"

E: "No, he brought an entirely different style but I got what
I wanted."

I: "Isn't there some way you could be sure of what they're giving
you?"

E: "No, I tell him that I want a four and a half C but what are
you going to do if they don't ~ive it to you. You find out later
it isn't what you asked for at all,"

-~

I: "Cen't you tell by the numbers inside2"

E: "No, they've got numbers inside but that's a long number and
I can't tell anything by it. Can you?"
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I: "es, I always tell by the inside of the shoe."

E: "I don't see how you ezn, It's just a long number, I%
doesn't mean anything to me."

I: staking off shoe) "Well, this has the size right in here,
see,

E: "Well, yours is written reel easy. Mine is different
than that. It just has a long number. It has several of
them, How could you tell from that?"

I: "I used to get shoes that were marked like that and I remember
they marked different ways, In a five and one half shoe it might
have a long number like 38455 or it might have 5845%; It mighs

have 55, you know like decimals that you lesrn in sechool." (employee
nods) Only they don't put the point it. Or they may write out

the half.™

E: "I never noticed that. How do you know which one it is?"
I: "Well, vhat size shoe do you wear?"

E: "Well, in this kind of shoe I take a four and a half. In a

slipper or pump it is a four and a half, but if I take an oxford
all I need is a four a little wider. I can't wear a four and a

half in an oxford. It's t00 long."..

I: ™Well, if you know about the size of your shoe you can look
for some number that ends in four or it might be 45. There is
always some number that represents the size."

E: "I'1l have to look for that next time, but I don't kmow if
I could read it. I wish there was soame way 1 could be sure."

I: "Couldn't you ask him to show you how they merk there?"

E: "Say, I could do that! The next time I go there I'll do
that."

I: "Then you would know before you left.the shoD."eecssese

"0f course they say that you don't take the same size in
- every type of shoe."

E; "Oh, yes, that's right of course. I have to have a longer
slipper than I have ean oxford, but when I get this kind of

shoe I can tell him I want a four and a half, ana if I want an
oxford I'1ll make him give me a four. I'm going to 40 that."..ees

i
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"It*'s not that I care what size shoe I wear, I am not that
way. It's just that I went it to fit my foote I wouldn't care
if I had to have a2 ten in order to make me fesl comfortable, butb
you know a shoe isn't comfortable if it doesn't rit your foote"eeesss

"Of course I know this isn't the kind ot shoe to wear to work.

I don't know what makes me wear it. I know I should wear those
others even if they are bigger. I could wear these shoes some~
times you know but it is just if I wear them steady for more than
a week that they hurt me., I could wear them for a couple of days
or even a day and they won't hurt me, I guess I'll have -to do
that. I could wear them Gown at least a day every week and then
the rest of the time I could wear my other shoes. I don't know
vy I wore these down today. I should have known better., I'1ll
just have to give my feet a good rest and get them healed upe.
You know if I wear oxfords to work my feet are all right. <Then I
can wear these in between, at least for a little while., I coula
wear these for an hour or so in the evening. Then I'll only

: wear my pumps when I go out daneing, 1f I do this year. You
can't wear slippers for dancing can you?"

I: "Well, my feet are so flexible that I slmost have to. You
alwys wear pumps, do you?" "

.

E: "Yes, I always like to."
I: "Why do you like them better than slippers%"

E: "Oh, I think they're more dressed up, don't you? I teel better
in them. I don't really feel dressed up unless I have pumps on.
sessesesel?ll have to get myself some more slippers tor'going
out." Then I'l1l have my pumps for daneing. My Teet won't hurt me
at all if I let them heal up now and just wear this kind of shoe

in the eveninge"eeesssesslt isn't so bad on this foot (right)

‘but this one (left) is the one that bothers me. It is interesting
(thoughtfully) how people's feet are different sizes, isn'tv it,
and the hands too, I suppose. {looking at her hands) I think it is
interesting."

I: "It is, isn't it?"ceesceses

”Have‘you ever noticed the two sides of people's races?"

-y

E: "Yes, we were noticing that up in the test room the other day.
We were sitting there at noon talking sbout it."

I: "You mean with your photographs?"

44

E: "No, vwe were just looking at each other. It sure is funny when
soms people ars so different on one side,"

— e~ —— -
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I: "Did you ever notice your lips when you were putting on
lipstick®?"

E: "Yes, they're higher on one side than the other.,”

I: "Yes, I noticed thet too., I wonder what the fellows would
say if they knew we had to pubt our lipstick on that way to even
it up." (lauching)

E: YI don't think the fellows would notice snything like that,

do yOoUu?" seeeeceveseSay, I know of another embarrassing moment

that happened the other day to tell you about. I thought of it

and was going to tell you because I thought you might be interested.
fou know there was a lady over on X Street who went to the grocery
for a loaf of bread and she got the ready sliced and you know she
had it under her arm and she was going down the street and she
wondered why everybody was looking at her, ©She looked at herself
and she couldn't ses anything wrong and yet everybody kept looking
at her and fimally somebody said to her, 'Lady, I think you're
loging some of your bread,' and she looked around and here all

the way down the block there were slices of bread laying." (laughing
hilariously)

- I: "Say, that's a good one, isn't 12"
E: nI*tll bet she was as embarrassed as I was when I dropped my
peach., She said she never agsin was going to get ready sliced
bread, that she would slice her own bread atter thate .eseccsss

I: "Did you see this happen or was the lady telling you?"

E: "No, I was reading it in the paper. They told about it in
there,"
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

- . Relay Assembly Test Room - October 9, 1931,
L Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No.4.
Interview No, 9.

E;: "I hurried down real fast because I thought I was going to be
late. I almost went up and apologized to that girl outv there
because I thought it was you. (laughing) Instemd I have to apologize
to you."

I: ™Mo, because I just got here,"

E: "Are you going to ask 4nna down this afternoon?"

I: "Yes, I am."

E: "I was just wondering if you wers."

I: "igll, I got held up this week becauss I had to work on some
things for my boss a while dayand I eouldn't have anyone down."

E: (pleasantly) "Well, that is good. You can have Anna down this
afternoon and it will be 2ll right,"

-~

I: "I figured I could get caught up today."
E: "Sure, that will be 2003+ coesee '

| Employee seemed to I‘nve nothing to say.
I: "How a&re your feet, Wanda?"

E; "Well, I wore those old shoes of mine and they were all right.
Then I got & nail in them and I hed to wear something else, and
now they are all swelled up again."”

Employee has on high heeled kid dress pumps,

E: "I had to wear these this morning. I really have been wearing
those tan ones I hed on last time and they didn't bother ms, but
when I put them on this morming, I could get them on, but when I
stepped on them, it hurt me so. I thought I had better not wear
them, so I put these on. My right foot foesn't hurt me, but I

< can't put my foot all the way in with the left footv."

4

I: "Oh, you can't step on it flat then, can you?"

&

"Yes, I step on it."

I: "Oh, it doesn't meke you 1limp?"

~

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



W TT T s mme e o e e N R e - . - . N - e e e e - [PV VN

, . I.R. 10-9-3L Cont'd. 2, 04-09,

E: "Yes, it mmkes me limp. Of course I can't put my full weight
on it."

LY d

I: "That is what I was thinking."

BE: "Yes, I wore those old shoes of mine that I had dyed and they
_were all right but I had to go and get & nail in them. Have you
ever heard that you get blood poison if you wear shoes too soon
after they're dyed? I was reading once about someone that died

that way. It said you were supposed to wait a week,"

I "o you think it would affect everyone that way?8ome people
get poisoned easier than others,.”

E: "I guess it's just those that are weak that way. I know I've
done it lots of times. I left my dark shoes home for my sister

to fix the other day and she didn't take them to the shoe maker
like she should of, so I had to wear these tody. They hed a

neil in and when I tried to take it out, the inside part all

came out, It was wet out and I guess that is what made the inside
part come out. You know the shoes have been dyed and the nail
kind of made a little hole in my foot, I was so scared when I
looked at it. My stockings were all black and it was bloody too,
When I took off my stoecking, I could see the hole in my foot. It
was all black. I w=s so scared, but I washed it with water and it
came off, It wouldn't come out of the hole. I kind of dug around
in there but it wouldn't come out, so I put iodine on and it has
been &1l right. When I wore my black shoes to work the other day,
I went home & cripple. I had some old shoes that are real comfort-
able that I wear around the house., I always keep o0ld shoes when
they are comfartable, so 1 can wear them around the house."

f ~el

I: "You couldn't wear them to work when you sent the others to the
shoemaker?"

E: "Oh, no! They were too 0ld!'but I always wear them around

the house, I don't heve to wear these when I am at home. 'The
other day when I went home & eripple I put my feet in cold water
and then I put my salve on. When I go home and they hurt, I
always do that and they feel pretty good. I did that last night
but then this morning I could hardly get any shoes on. They

were 80 swelled UD.seeseee L Picked the scab off of these last
week and you know when I went home after wearing those black shoes,
it looked just as though there was a blood blister under there."

¢
:

I¢ "Was there one?"

E: "Well, it looked that way. There was blood unuerneath. It was
just fiery. seeseefou know they say if you let ons sore come on
top of another that way, you are apt to get tancer.,"

P
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I : "DO theY? "

E; "That is what they ssy. Didn't you ever heer that? You
know they say when you get hit real hard, you get cancer too."

I: "Yes, I heve heard them say that, but I don't know if it is
true.” '

E: "I guess it is just when you get hit resl hardTeececsose

I "Maybe it is like you were saying about people who get blood
poisoning,"”

E: "Maybe that is it."
I: "Meybe it would effeet some people more than others,”

E: "Yes, I am always hitting myself. You know they say lots
or things. You hear people saying that about cancer,”

I: "Yes, I Know ite"esesseel guess they o n't know much about
the cause of cancer, do they?"

E: "I can remember resding about it in high school and I guess
they didn't know much about it then."eeeecee

I: "And I guess they know quite & bit more about it than they aid
a few y=ars ago, don't they?" .

E: "Yes, I suppose so."

I: "I have a broth:r-in-law who studies cancer. He is what
they ceall a bacterisologist, he studies germs. And I don't think
they know much about it."

E: "No, I guess not.lecesesess (Employee seems to have nothing
more to say.) .

I: "I was going to tell you, Wanda, I was down to the Library
the other day and I sew & book on moths, Do you remember when

we were talking about moths & couple or weeks ago? You said it
would be interesting to know more about them., Well, I thought I
would get the book. Here it is. (Marey C. Dickerson, Moths ana
Butterflies) I looked it over and thought it was real interesting.
It isn't hard readinz, you know, It is written for somebody

like you or me that has never studied moths and butterflies.

This introduction is written for people who have studied them,
but the rest is real interesting reading." (Interviewer goes
through different sections of the book with the amployes, pointing
out things of interest and looking at the pictures.) ‘

E: "That looks very interesting."

el
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7 I: "I didn't know, but I thought you might like %o look af it.”"
E: "Could I take it out?"
I: "Yes, if you care to, you are quite welcome to it."

E: "Yes, I would like to. Then I could get it pack to you the
next time I see you., I think it will be real interesting. You
know when we first moved out to where we live, there weren's very
many houses there and people had gardens., They had a lov of - '
flowers and they had. vegetables too and there were all kinis of
butterfiies and all kinds of caterpillars, I can still remember

a lot of them. Of course there are more people there now and you
"don't see so many of them, but 4 cem still remember them. And

the moths (enthusiastically) there ars so mmny of them. Maybe when
I read about them, I will find out more gbout them so I won't kill
all of them, Then there won't be so many to go after. XYou xnow I
heve to kill them all because I don't know. Maybe now they will get their
lives saved., (laughing) When do you have to get the book bacK?"

I: "NO'G for two WeekS.".ceoceces .

— E: "say, how do you like the weather we have been having, Isn't
it cool?”

I: "Isn't it?"
E: "Last night it was quite cold,wasn't it?"
I: "Yes, I was quite cold on the way home last night.”

E: "They ssy we are going to have a hard winver tvhis year. Lveryboay
says that, haven't you mmrd iu?"

I: "Yes, that is what they say."

B: "I think it must be so, becsuse look at the weather we are
getting now. You krow that nice cool westher that we had lastv week,
well it is supposed to be that way all during OUcvober, I think."™

I: "I guess it is, isn't it? You know I can't tell much about the
weather yet because I have only been back here Two years and last

T year it was go mild ana the yeasr before that it was so severe."
R~
E: "Well, I guess we are going to get a hard winter all right.
Remanber that blizzard we had last year or was it year before last?”
f:_ I: "It was the year before last that we had the bad storm, wasn't

i-t?" .
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E: "well, we had ons last year, don't you remember? I remeuber
it was terrible on a Saturday. It was so windy. It snowed real
hard all Saturday and the girls couldn't come down to work, but
I walked to work, so I was there alone,” :

I: "Wouldn't that be fummy to be in the test room all alone?"

E: "Well, it wasn't exactly alone. Some of the girls walked to
work too."

I: "I was wondering about Bea end the inspector before Josephine.
I wondered if you meant them too."

E: "I think Bea was there that day if you were on the "L" you
could, but the other girls couldn®t ecome down. Then I think I

: had a cold. Yes, I remember very clearly now. Then I haed to

1 stay home from work when they came down., It was funny. (laughing)
I remember there was so much snow on Sunday thet I couldn't go to
church and you know I never miss church on Sunday, but I couldn't
go through snow up to my knees to mrke & patheeesss.But I suppose
coming from where you do, you wouldn't think much of that.”

I: "Well, you know we used to have an awful lot. Sometimes we
- would have five feet of snow in the hack yard."

BE: "Just 1rﬁaginb thety And I suppose you like it."
I: "Yes, when we were kids, we used to go out and wade in iv."

E: "Well, you probably don't think anything of the storms around
here then even when they have & lot of snow, but people around
here make an awful fuss, They ®n't want to g0 out in ITeMeveossce

I: "Well, I guess our time is up.”

E: "Yes, I guess it is, (picking up book) Say, if you need this
book.before I see you next time, I will send it down by one of the
other girls.”

I: "No, you don't need to bother because this can be out for two
weeks," '

: E: ™Miell, I suppose you want to go inside this morning, don't
i you? You will be too cold to go outside.”

-

Employees seemed reluctant to leave.

)
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‘o RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room October 15, 1931,
Recorded by: I. Roussseau Operator No. 4.
‘ Interview No. 10.

Employee is very quiet at first.

E: (Smiling) "You know it was the funniest thing about that book.
You know all the pictures of ceterpillars there are in there?
Well, Sunday afternoon I was reading it and those pictures made me
feel so funny. It mekes me kind of sick., Well, I thought I would
put it down for a while and get over it, so I mede some fudge and
then when the fudge was done and I took some of its I sat down and
I thought I would read that book again and honestly, I kept seeing
those caterpillars all over. I could see them all over the fudge.
It was just as if they were really there. Why you know I
couldn't even eat it. Of course I don't like bugs and I guess
that is the reason, but you know they were so life-like in

there.™

I: "You mean the pictures.”

E: ™es, and it seemed as though I were seeing the real thing
all over my fudge. I put nuts in the fudge and everytime I bit
- on a nut I thought I was biting a eaterpillar. (laughing and
grimacing) And yesterday I brought it down to work and I vhought
I would read it. I was eating an apple and you know I stvarted
see caterpillars all over that apple. I couldn't even eat
ite I would think to myself, *Now I won't look at those pictures,’
I would keep reading and seeing them snyway. Then I would look
at the pictures of the butterflies and try to forget about the
caterpillars, but I ecouldn't. I never could ssand caterpillars,
The girls were razzing me ebout it something terrible. It wes so
funny., Ve had a lot of fun., I said, 'Do you girls want %o know
something about caterpillars?t 'They lay their eggs about five
or six at a time, and then about twenty little caterpillars will
come out of them.' Then they would start telking and they tried
to talk louder than I did., They would try to talk so loud that
they couldn't hear what I was sayling and I would try to talk above
them. (laughing) We had a 10t of fUleeeessesThey wore razzing me
when I was eating my apple. You know the seeds in it were black
and I saw them there and I didn't think of it. They said, 'Look
out. There is a caterpillar on your apple.' I said, *You can
have it.' Thet was enough for me! ......1 have a8lways been
afreid of caterpillars, I was scared real bad by 8 caterpillar
once when I was real young. ¥ had a big tree in our yard and
it was full of caterpillars, and one time when I was playing
under it, one of them fell on me. I was so scared, I wouldn't
touch it. I yelled =o loud my mother thought someone was killing
+ me. I couldn't stand to touch it myself and I ran to her to wake
it off of me. Oh, I screamed like everything. I was so scared
of that caterpillar, I have nevar liked caterpillars.

-
e
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"There was & corner house near us that had & big tree and
it was just full of those caterpillars, Why they were even
crawling all over the home. VWhen I would go to work I wouldn't
go past there because I would be airaid that one of those cater-
pillars would fall on me. The tree was just full of them., You
know there were & lot of trees on the way to work and I don't
like to go on streets whers there are a lot of trees, iven
now I would be afraid to go pest that corner home for feer that
one would AIrop ON MEesessesOf course I don't like bugs, but I
am not afraid of mud turtles. My brother had & couple of them.
He kept them in the back yard and put some mud in the bottom
and kept them there for quite a while., I would go out and play
with them every once in a while. One of them snapped, but the
other one didn't.”

I: "Did it ever snap any one?"

E: "No, nobody ever let it. They would just play with it with
aticks. They would take little sticks and poke at, them, you
know. When you would g out there, they would come to the top.”
I: "Oh, they kept them in a pail of water."

e E: "Yes, they had them for quite & while. Did you ever hear of
turtle soup?"

I: "Yes..,...But I never ate any."

E: "I never did either. I imagine it would be quite good., Ve .
make soup out of chicken and everything."essceocs.

I: "™es, and clams."cescoecss

E;: "Y@S¢eseeesl don't know why I should be siraid oi caterpillars,
Some people aren't arraid to vouch them.".eseeee

I: ™es, some pedple think they are just soft ana velvety to wuch."

E: "Velvety! That isn't the kind of velvety I want} I would
rather have something hard and rough.seeseessYOUu know I didn't
feel that way when you reasd it to me., That didn't make me feel
fumy at all. It was just when I read it myself and saw the
pictures of the caterpiliars..eeeesThe sun is shining kind of

T bright todsy, isn't it? ¥e haven't had any for quite a while."”
I: "Yes, it is nice s, 1SNt 1t? eeeeeesIt is warmer today
too, isn't iteon

A E: "Yes, it is kind of warm.T.eee.s.e(Employes sits for five

or ten minutes saying nothing.)
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I: "How are your feet now, Yanaa®?"

e ' E; "Oh, they are fine. <They are all right now beczuse I am
wearing these shoes. (employee has on high heeled ties - the
ones she didn't want $0 wear because they were too large) Of
course the scab hesn't coms oif yet, but I can tie these real
tight. ‘hen it goes down."

I: "You mesm you tie it tigﬁt to make it zo down?"

BE; “Well, it is going away, see. I tie it tight and then it
goes .down, I will have to tie it even tighver yet because it is
going down still more. They aren't swollen like they were, sea.
My left foot is the only one thetv bothers me though. The righv
one doesn't at all."(employce is very quiet for & long time and
apparently has nothing more to say.)

I: "You sre feeling pretty quiet today, aren't you?"
E: "Yes, I guess I have nothing to say,"
I: "That is all right, but I guess if you have nothing else to
. say, we had better call this all because I am not going to be
- here this afternoon and I have some things to do."
Before leaving, employee says,
"gell, thank you so much for bringing that book anyway. I

looked at the pictures even if I couldn't reed it, It was nice
of you to bring it."

A
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Hoom October 22, 1931,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
Interview No. 1ll.

E: "I hope we're going to get some more of this weather, because
we haven't had very much of it have we?"

I: "No,We haven'f...ee..oDid you read in the paper last night
what the man at one of the zoos said about the winter?!

E: "No, I didn't ses it. What did he say?"

I: "Well, he predicted a mild winter bécause the fur on the
"squirrels was so thin that you could ‘see their skin,."

E: "Is that so? Well, I wonder if tvhat means enyvhing. Uo you
suppose they can tell?" '

I

"Didn't you ever hear that before?"

E: "No, I never did."
¢ g : ’ ’
I When we were children we used to hear the the Indians vold
- the weather that way. If there was heavy fur on the animels in
the fall, they predicted a ecold winter; and if the fur was thin
it was supposed to be & mild one.,"

E: "I never heard that before., Do you suppose they can really
tell that way? Still, I suppose if it's going %o be a cold
winter, the animals have to have a lot of fur to keep them
warm, don't they?"

I: "I don't know what the weather men would say about tvhat way of
Tiguring the weathereeseesoce

ﬁ: "You know, there are some people say we are going to have &
hard winter....s.esbccause we had suth a warm sumer. I don't
know how much truth there is to that, but you hear.".eseee

I: "Yes, you hear people say things like that 1lots of TimeSeeeees
Say, 1 was reading an article by a geologist, or a meteorologist,
I don't know which it wes, a while ago., It was about the weather,
and he was telling about how people will sgy, 'Well, the winters

L are a lot harder than they were when I was a child,' or, 'The
swmers are getting a lot hotter than they used o be.' He says
in a way they are right, because sometimes for & period or ven
ysars or so we may have severe wintvers, snd then maybe for another

. long period we will have mild winters, so it seems that the weather

S is getting hotter or colder."

E: "That's »ight."

N
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I: "He said it seems that wey, but really, it's only changing
. from.hotter to colder and back again,"

E: "Yeos, I SupposSse SO.esseseli®ll, it certainly would be nice
if we could have & mild winter this year, wouldn't it? There
- are so meny people out of work, and you know it vekes a 1ot of

<mMoney HC buy coal to keep you werm,"

I: "That would meke a big difference, wouldn't iG?"
E: "Yes, I certainly hope it will be warm,”

"Say, did you hear about the Company making an appeal to
everyone to give monsy %0 the poor people - just a few cents a
week? 7You are supposed to sign a card and then you get &
button like this." (Displaying her button)

I: "Oh, are those the buttons? Yes, they told us about it
yesterday. Did you get one of those lestters?"

E: "fes, we got them, You know I think that's an awfully gooa
idea, What's a few cents a week? You know, you really don't
notice it at all. You might just go and waste that, but iv might
mean a 1ot to some people. I think that was nice of tvhem."

I: "I do, £00. " eveseee

B: "You know, the girls were erabbing about the color. ‘They get so
silly up there sometimes. They said they oughv o pe pblack and
orange because Halloween is caming." (laughing)

I: "iho suggested that?" (laughing)

E: "Somebody said that up there. I don't rememper just who it was,
but we had to laugheesesel hear you're going to that party."

I: ™Yes, I'm goiﬁg tor & while, but I have to lLeave at seven
$0 get downtown on time for a concert I'm goinz to."

E: "Well, that's too bad, -but yo'u can be there part of the time,
can't you? Ve girls are all going."

I: "Oh, are all of you going?"

R Y

<w E: "Well, some of us. Anna isn't going, and I guess Bea isn's,
but the rest of us will all be thers." (beaming)

I: "ilell, meybe I'1ll see you."

- E; "Yes, you'll be sure to see us. 1e'll ba dressed up."
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. E: "I wonder what they are plamming for us., I imagine it will
h be rather nice. I wonder if there will be dancing. I suppose
- it will lsst gquite late, till about ten o'elock, won't it, ir
therets dencing?" .

I: "I suppose so, They have a progrem planned, then after
thet is judging of costumes,"

B: "Well, if they have daneing, too, it will last quite late.™
E: "Well, I've got my teet all healed.”
I "Have You? That's good."

E: "Yes, I took the scab off, These shoes kind of cut in, but.
when I wear shoes that cut in I put a plece of cloth around my
foot and then it don't hurt me.,” I put it on kind of vhick, and
then it never cuts in."

I: M"Are they all healed up, or is that a little swelling left®?"

E: "fell, they stick out when I wear shoes cut as low as this, buw
v my foot is kind of fleshy there. I've g0t plenty of rlesh all
- over., (laughing)e.seeesI'm gaining & lot. I'm gaining as fast as
I lost during vacation., I lost so fast, but I'm gzaining a los.
I wouldn't stop at the hospital. I could just as well have
stopped there, but I didn't want to. (laughing) I'll wals until
next week. This is the rifth week, so we go to the hospital
mxt week., You know, it was funny the way I lost during vacation.
That first week I ate so much I thought sure 1 was going to gain
a lot, and then the next week I didn't want to eat at all. I
figured I must have gained some during that rirst week, but then
I found out that I had lost five pounds, so I must lave lost at
least vl the 1ast week. A4nd then I lost after vacation, too,
don't you remember? DBut now I've started to g0 UD 878iNseccecess
since the cool weather.”

I: "Isn't thet funny that you should lose so during vacation."

E: "Isn't that funny? I just didn't want toeat at all. I was too
busy -to eat, I guess, but now I'm going up again plenty."(laughing)
esessssese Say, have you been Hoticing the moon? I don't know
whether it was full last nicht or not. Did you notice?"

-

- I: "Well, I remember when Theresa and I were walking over to the
other bullding, that I called her attention to it and iv wasn't iull."

.. E: "No, I gusss it wasn't. You kmow, 1 alwayswatch tvhe moon. I

(0 was coming home last night about ten o'clock., You know there are a

lot of trees on our street, and to ses the moon shining down between
the trees was beautitful., Maybe we notice it more on our stireet
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- because usually it is dark there. There aren't any lights in

o the midadle of the block, but last night it was so bright. You
should have seen it. I like to look out at it from my parlor
window. There are a lot of trees out there, and o see the
moon shining behind the leaves 1s so pretty. Last night I saw
it behind the trees., I think the moon this month is wonderful.
I always wateh it - when it begins and when iv fades awgy. You
know, it's funny when it's real small it doesn't come up very
far and it goes down real early. When it gets full ic's up
higher, and it stays up all night. Why, last night ic just
didn't seem to move., Oh, the moon was wonderful in July.
(enthusiastically) I never saw anything so beautiful as the
July moon, but you know - well, I guess it was all right in
August - but I didn't care for the September moon at all., I
don't know why, It just didn't seem to mean anything to me.
I looked at it, end I didn't feel anything, but this one is
beautifui. I don't know why I felt that way aboutv the July
moon, but I was just erazy aboul ite.eeseol was asking tihe
girls if they were notieing the moon, and you know Theresa
was so fumny. She said, 'My, somebody must be Roman tick,!
We had to laugh, When I was talking about it, she said,
tGee, Somebody is getting roman tick.'!

I: "You mean she made & slip or she was being funny®?"

E: '"She said it on purpose, buv she said it ThaT WAV eeesseoiiell,
I'm afraid it's getting time tor me to go back. Lhere are &
few little things I have to do."

I: "I suppose you have somethings to get ready for the parsty,
don't you?"

E: "Yes, I have sane things I want to do."

%
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RECORD_OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room October 29, 1931.
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
Interview No. 1l2.

Employee is in a very quiet mood today although not
uncommunicative. Much of the time was spent in talking about
the weather and the girls' party of last week. Interesting
remarks are as follows:

"Say, I thought that Jew was awfully good. Xou'd think
she was a born Jew, wouldn't you? The way she was selling
her things. Were you there when Josephine was up on the
stage? I don't know how it happened, but she was up there,
with the Jew I think it was, acting silly and she didn't xnow
the Mike was turmed on. I've forgotten what she said, I
think it was, 'Hail, hail the ean's all here' end it just
shrieked out. All the girls had to laugh though. Gee, she
was funny. Didn'v she cut up though? 7That was a nilce lunch
we had wasn't it? I had coffee. I don't like milk."

s sk koK K Ak koK

I: "Say, did you see the moon Sunday night, Wanda?"

o E: "Sumay night - let's See. ..eo¥es. I saw it about eleven
o'clock. It was real bright and did you see 1t Saturday night?"

I: "I don't remember."

E: "Well, let me see. It was Saturday night that it was so
beautiful, It was just so bright and when it came out from
behind the clouds on Friday night it was too. I know about
eleven o'clock when I turned out the lights I looked out the
window and it was out real bright. DBefore that it had been behind
the clouds. Saturday night when I was going down the street I
was going right towards the moon, and it just sort of stunned
me it was so beautviful, But did you notice it Tuesaay night?
It just didn't seem enything tome at all, I didn't have any
feeling when I looked at it. I don't know why iv should oe
that way. OSometimes I will come down to the test room and
say, "Did you see the moon lasi night? Wasn't it beautiful?
snd they*ll say, 'Oh, here comes the Moon girl.”

PR I: ™So that's what they call you."

E: (laughing) "Yah. They think I have something to think abous.
(derisively). But you know I always watch the moon, Now did you
notice last week about Thursday? It was coming up abous rour
ot*clock and Saturday it was about six o'eclock. Now towards the
end of this week it will be about eleven o'eclock and now it will

VA
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start getting smaller too. You know I never noticed that
, before. 1 just thought it g0t full and then it disappeared,
o but it doesn't do that. It starts real smell and then it
gets back to where it started. I watch the moon all the time
nOW."....,.

I: "Did you notice how it was Sunday nicht early?"
E: "I saw it later when it was bright.”

I: "Well, I never saw it look like that before. It was about
five o'clock and it was & little bit derk, but the moon wasn't
bright enough to send out many rays, and you know it looked
just like & bright ball hanging up in the sky."

E: "I have noticed that too. I think Tuesdsy night early
it was like that., I like it when it's that way. It's that
way before it zets reml dark and the moon doesm't send out
any rays. Jou know I like to 'watch the moon, I think it will
be fun to wateh the moon in the winter time, don't you? I.
always notice it, but sometimes it looks so cold to me, When-
ever I get outside the first thing I say is, 'Oh, look at the
| meon,' end then I'1l say, 'I don't like it. It's a cold moon,'!
‘;. and people will say, 'Cold moon. Yhat do you mean?*"

I: "I*ve been watching it more since we were wmlking last vime.
You know how I was $elling you last time there are so many tall
buildings aroundvhere I live that I've sort of gotten out of
the habit." ' ‘

E: "Yes, You can get out of the habit, can't you? (laughing)
Well, you know I have all of my friends looking at the moon}
(lsughing) I'11l ask them about the moon and then they'll say

~they didn't notice it and then they'll start looking at it
and then they all get interested in it."

4
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Helay Assembly Test Room Novenmber 5, 1931.
Recorded by: 1. Rousseau Operator No., 4.
Interview No, 13,

Employee seams to be in a plemsant mood this morning,
but not very talkative, Time is spent in silence and in trivial
remarks about the weather, ete. Interviewer mekes same explena-
tion as to Operator 3 on previous day regarding funetion of
interviewing in improving industrial conditions; confidential
nature of interviewing; need for continuous interviewing;
supervisors! training, etc.

I: "I guess that is about all I have to tell you. Are there
any questions you want to ask me?"

E (Who has been rather indifferent to interviewer's story.)
I don't think I have anything to ask you. It is just that there
isn't much to say. There is not muth happening right now.”

I: "That happens lots or times, doesn't it?"
Employee laughed.
I: "As I said before, I expect that. (casuslly)eesecccecces
"yell, how is your moon getting along?"

E: "Oh, I haven't been looking at the moon &1l this week, I
just haven't thought to look at it. It is getting real amall
now though. ILast week snd 1t was just a quarter moon."

I: "As I was sitting reading lest Saturday night, I caught a
glimpse of the moon out of the window, but the shades were down
and the book I was reading was too interesting to leave and then
later I couldn't see it." (laughing)

E: "It came up late on Saturday. There isn't any now, There
will be one about the sixteenth of seventaenthessssessfor a long
time now it has been the seventeenth, I have watched to see.

The last times it ceme it was the sixteenth, so I suppose it will
be the fifteenth this time. It comes & littl earlier.sssesesbut
for a long time there, I know it was for three months I watched
it and it ceme on the seventeenth every time. Isn't that funny?"

) I: "(laughing) Maybe it got delayed."”

E: "I know it did tleb for thres months, but I think it will
ba the fifteenth this month."

I: "I wonder if thet is what it shows m the calendar.”

E: "YOS, it is om there.".uu.......

I O

UNI\}ER' l'i'Y OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



I,R. 11=5=31 Cont‘'d. 2. 04~13.

I: "How are your reet getting along?"

Employee is still wearing high heeled low cut shoes and
one foot has a bandage on it,

E: "Oh, they are all right now, I still keep that bandage on
there so it won't cut in because I had these shoes soled."

I: "Oh, and they are a little tight mow."

E: "Yes, these are the shoes I had dyed and they got my ankles
dirty."

I: "I always get mine a little dirty though, don't you?”

E: No, I don't unless they are dyed. How are your arches
now?"

I: "They are just fine now., I haven't had any trouble with them
for a coaple of weeks. (etec.)

"Say, I have about decided something, Wanda, and I want to tell
all you girls about it. I think I am going to have to interview
all of you in the mornings some weeks and in the afternoons other
weeks. Like last week, I had to ses you all in the arternoon.

This wéek I will have to see you all in the morning. I think I
will have to keep on doing that - I am not quite sure yet."

Employee looks agreeable but says nothingeeescecscs
I: "There is something else I ﬂlinli.‘I,am going to change. How
would you like to be interviewed inside now so that we don't mve
. to go outdoors?"

E: "That would be nice."

I: "I have the use of a room now near our office. I thought maybe
with bad weather coming, that it would be better.”

E: "That would be nice,”
I: "Would you really rather have it up theres?"

E: "Well, I don't mind it outside, but itis rather a long walk."
(making & face.) '

by

I: "Don't you like to walk?"®

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



IaRo 11.5-31 COn t'do 80 ’ 04"13.

E: "Well, I 1like to, but I get plenty of walking. I walk to
work.and home azain and that is a lot of welking and then around
where we live, there aren't many places close, I get a lot

of welking done there. It is three miles to work and home
again, You know when I come down in the morning I will be real
warm because I got all warmed up from walking and the other
girls will be so cold with winter dresses omn and I will just
have a sumer dress on, but you know pretty soon I will get
cold. I guese it is just because I get warmed up.”

I: "That must be it."

E: "I think it would be nice to be interviewed inside.,. Then
w e wouldn't have to put on our wraps to come down here.,"

I: "Well, it really doesn't make any difference to me, so if
you would rether be interviewed inside, we will do that. In the
winter time it might be snowing or blowing or raining some time
when I want to see you and it wouldn't be so nice coming down
here." '

E: "No, it wouldn't."

g
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RECORE OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room November 24, 1931.
Recorded by: 1I. Housseau Operator No. 4.
Interview No. 14,

Employee seams o be in a genial mood this morning,
but reflects changes in interviewer: when interviewer is
vivacious, employee is also; when interviewer is quilet, employee
is quiet., Discussed weather &t soms length,

I: "How is your moon getting aiong?"

B: (laughing) "I haven't been watching it 18t@lyeececeel
noticed it la st night, but I didn't think it was nearly
as pretty as it was last month? Did you see it?"

I* "Yes, Isaw it last night. There was a ring around it, wasn't
there?"

E: niell, you know it was changing so much last night. First
it was behind & lot of clouds and then it had & ring around and
then later it was real bright. It was funny it changed S0«"eeecses

Theatre

E: "We are going to a theatre party on Friday night. Some of
the girls are going, not all of them, Ve declded to go vo Strange
Interlude."

I: vHow did you happen to aecide to go to that one?

E; "#ell, I'1ll tell you - it was this way, You have wo go at
five forty-five you know, Then you go back aggin at nine
o'clock. You go out and have your dinner in the middle of

the show. (laughing) We just thought that would be samething
different.s " cosevesooe

I¢ ™You ought to get your money's worth, hadn't you?"

E: "Yes, and we are only paying a dollar., We are getting

half rate tickets. Mr. Chipman got them tor us. ZXou cen get

a lot of those down at Hawthorne Club. IHe came back one day with
tickets for the Blue Ghost and Girl Crazy end Unexpected Husband,

i Oh, there were a lot of them."
I: "Did you go to 8ll of those?"
. E: "No, we didn't g to all of them, but he vrought up the

tickets so we could if we wanted to."
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1. Romanee

E: "Did you see Joan Crawford and Clark Gable at the Chicago?"
I: "™No, I haven't seen that."

E: "TMat is a wonderful picture." (in a romentic voice.
Pieture = "Possessed™ « has been described in newspapers as

“ full of passionate kisses = hot stuff.)

Unemploﬂent

E: ™ou know we are only working four days a week now., That
mekes a lot of difference., Y¥e get about six dollars & week less
than we did and it is more than ten dollars a week less than we
used to get when we were workingz full time, Why that makes a
difference of over forty dollars a month."
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: RECORy OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room Descember 11, 1931,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
Intverview No. 15,

Employee seamns to respond very well to interviewing
in new conference room., She is quite logquacious todsy.,

Re-~Conference Room

E: "Say, this is going to be pretty nice, especially in the
Wintereeosesseolou know if it was bad out, we would have to put
on our galoshes and everythingeeese..dnd it isn't hard wo get
hel‘eo"

Weather

E: "Say, didn't you like that c¢old weather we had last week?
You know, the days that were clear and bright. I like it like
that. It mekes me want to get out and walk,"

I, "Does it make you feel that way %oo?"
: ‘

- E: ™Yes, I am not one of tvhose people who are arraid vo get out
even when it is real cold. I just put on more clothes ana walk
faster. I never like to wear too many clothes thoughe. I would
rather walk traster and meke up for it. I don't like to wear
galoshes,"

I: "You don't? Why?"

E: "Oh, I don't now. They are kind of heavy. I don'u Like
anything heavy on me. Of course you have to be careful not to
freeze yourself when it is real cold. I did that once. You
remanber that storm last year when it came on & Saturday afternoon?"

I: "Yes, I remember that." (telling something about i%)

E: "Well, you know I aidn't mind that at all. I just put on my
coat-and ran over to my girl friend's, but you know on Saturday
arternoon when it is cold like that, I always like to do the
shopping because my mother doesn’t like to go ouv.”

o I: "Yes, I know. My mother is that way too."

E: "You know when you get older you don't like to go out when

it is cold like that. Well, I was going shopping on Lhirty-first
. and we live on wenty-first and I could have wmken the streetv car
s but I thought it would be a nice walk, so I walked over there and

I walked back, but wvhen I got in, my mother said, 'Now you arent'ty
ging out, ars you? You had betver not, it is too cold.! I said,

- e e s -
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'Sure I am going outs* She said, 'You had bpetter not. Look at

T your nose.'! Sure emough, it was all white and it startedé wo

.- swell right away when I got in the heat, so my mother put some
alcohol on it. Of course we used some snow first, and you know
after that I had to be so careful when I went out. I had to
put something over my nose. You know, when you freeze yourself
you have to be awfully cereful 1f the weather is real cold and
keep it covered up, so I wuld hold something over my nose, I
would try to do it so nobody would see me, but my friends got
wise to me., They would laugh at me. (employee relates most of
story hilariously and interviewer joins in laughter) They laughed
at me for holding my nose. You know it is funny when you come
to think of it to have to hold your nose, but every time I went
out I would have to hold it. (ete.) I didn't use & little
handkerchief . I used & big handkerchief and I folded it up and
held it over my nosee.

"I froze my ears once too. I didn't know they were cold, I
didn't feel it but they were all swollen and they commenced
to feel sore.”.. [(IXXX L

Famiy

i E: "Say, weren't you surprised the other morning. Let's see.
Yihen was 1it? Vednesday when it snowed? There really was quite
a bit of it, wasn't there. You had to wear your galoshes,
My mother came in and called me and she had gone up in the attic
already and had gotten my galoshes and brushed them off, I said,
'What do you expect me to do, wear those things?' She said, "Don't
wear them then, Go out and see.,' I went out and then came back
and got them,"

I: "You mean you started to work but you came back?"

E: "Well, I didn't really start. My mother had it swept off a
1ittle weys and I went out and you could see how deep it was. You
could see where the dog had stepped in the snow and it was quite
deep, but I didn't mind walking in the snow, except coming to
work. I don't like that. I don't know why I doon't like to come
down here,"

I: "I wonder why that is?"

E: "Well, I guess that is because there isn't any path, I have
to meke a path for myself and the boots aren't very high. Xou
have to bring an extre pair of stockings and you have your purse
and your lunch to carry. (ete.)"

¢

w—y
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Complaint on Hospital Trip
E; "Sey, did you heer we went to the hospital last week, I
suppose you heard we aren't getting any more coifee.”

T wYes, I heard that."

B: "We said we weren't zoing down any more. They told us that
the lady got laid off, but we &sked the nurses and she said she
was still there. When we came back, we told Mr. Chipmen that we
saw the lady and she asked us when she could make the coffee.
We to0ld him she had the table all set. One of the girls even
said there was ice cream on the table for us, but you know we
were laughing so. We tried to s top but one girl would say
something and then we would a&ll laugh &nd then anovher one would
chip in and we made & whole story out of it. I guess we aidn't
take him in. He said that maybe she had a lot or work to do.
We said that they were just trying to cut expenses,”

I* "Do you think that is the reason?"
E; "I suppose it is. You know we have had that for a long time
now, I guess they spoiled us. (laughing) But you know they
have dome that ever sinece we went down there,"
- I: "Ever since the first time?"
B: "Yes, and that is & long time to get used to it. We used to
have such a good time down there, Everybody would be laughing
80 much, but now we are real quiet. ¥When the doctor took our
blood pressure, it was real low. ©She asked us why it was and
we told her it was because we didn't get sny coffee." (laughing)eceecocee
Theatre
E: "Have you seen Gir]l Crazy yet?"
I: "No, I haven't seen it."
E: "iell, you will have to go to the Oriental."
I* "How is that?"
E:s ™igll, they are moving it down there." (etc.)

I: nSay, you've been to see the Strange Interlude, haven't you?"

f-s

E: "Yes., #e all enjoyed it."
I: "Let's ses. You and Mary and Bea went, didn't you?"

E: "™es, and there was another girl.” (This girl was Mary's sister ,
but employee does not say this.) )

o e — —

AUNl‘\vIERBITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



I.R. B=ll=3] Cont'd. 4, 4=-15,

I: "That was Mary's sister, wasn't 1it®"

-

- B: "Yes.".-.uu.o
I: "So you really likedit."

E: "es, we enjoyed it very much. You know it started at
a quarter to gix, I think it was.,”

I: "Yes, you were telling me about that,"
E: "And then you got out about eight."

I: "Were you gne for an hour?"

-

E: "Until nine fifteen, I think it was, We didn't get out until
after eleven. ¥We wouldn't move. Ile were so interested in vwhat they
were ssying., The acts were real long &nd we wouldn't even move
because we were afraid we would miss some of it. Their voices

were ref@l g003ceceseesdll the gzirls liked it,"

I: "They really did, did they?"
‘ 5 g "Yes, they liked 1'5.".0.....

I: "I was interested to find out what you thought of it. I
know a lot of people were shocked by it."

B: "Well, of course they talked real plain,"
I: "They didn't mince their words, did they?"

E: "No, but we all liked it, ile were real interested in what they
were saying., We didn't want to miss a word."

Attitude toward Interviewing

E: "Say, do you remember how I coughed the tirst time I came to
see you dowmn there. I haven't had one since." (first interview
was six months ago.)

I: "Was that the first tims you were down?"

7 E: "Yes, that was the first time. It seemed like I just couldn't
< talk. I gueas meybe that was because I got out in the cold air."
f I: ™igll, I guess we will have to e¢ll this all today, Wanda,

: I would like to =ee Anna before the whistle blows."
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E: (In a decisive but not antagonis'clc voice) "Gee, that will
cut down our percentage an awful lot,"

I: "Will it?v

E: "Yes..eeselhen one person goes, that cuts down your percenvage.”
(Trying to explain in a confused way.)

I: "I understand that it doesn't meke & bit of difference as
long as Bea's time goes in. I know how it is, if Dea isn't
given credit (laughout operator) because when one is gons, that
means that only four girls are supporting her."

Es "Well, I don't now., I guess that is it. There 8re only
four of us working,"

I: "When we get through with one round, Bea's slip is supposed
to go in. Wetll have to find out about that.,”

B: ™iell, you like to have a little extra money ror Christms
presents."”

I: ™¥hy of course. I don't think it would be fair to make
you girls lose out when we @re asking you t cooperate on the
study. I wouldn't think of doing that. Is that the only thing
you object to about teking two in one daay?"

E: "Yes, that is all. Ve just thought it cut down our
percentage. "

I: ™Well, then if I ask Chip and find out for sure that it
doesn't make any difference, it wula be all right to take Anna
this afternoon?”

E: "Sure, that doesn't make 8 bit of difference. VYie don't care
about that. It is just that we thought it cut down our perceniage,"

e
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly T'est Room December 23, 1931.
- Recorded by: I. Roussesu Operator No. 4.
Gm Interview No.l6.

Employee is very quiet this afternoon. For the entire
hour of the interview she says practically nothing alithough
interviewer introduces various topies. In explanation she
says:

#lt i3 a sleepy day, isn't 1t? It must be the weather. I
didn't eat much lunch and I had plenty of sleep last night, so
I don't see what else it could be."

Theatre

I: "Say, I didn't get to see CGirl Crazy yet. Is it still hers?"

: E: "Yes, you know I told you it was going to the Oriental? Well,
) it is there this week instead."

s+ "I thought it was there last wesk."

E: "Well, I hadn't resad it myselt. I hesrd the girls talking
about it and I thought it was £0ing 0 D8."eeesecesrseee

i

I: "Have you been to any good movies lately?"

B

"No, I haven't been %o one for 8 1long time."eecescescs

I

"I didn't get to see Possessed yet,"

i E: "Oh, I saw thet down at the Chicago. (in & slightly suparior
i tone.) eeseeel think that is the last one I saw."

I: "Did you ses Eddie Cantor in Palmy Days?”

b4

"No, I didn't see that one,"
I: "Did you ever see him in anything?"

E: "Not in the movies, There is a program on Sundiay evenings.
I forget just vwhen it comes and it is Eddis Cantor. Last Sunday

7 evening he was saying that this year people would have to hang

& up spats instesd of stockings. (laughing) I like him." (enthusiastically)
The Moon

; I: "Have you been noticing the moon lately?"

e el
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. E: "Yes, I have been noticing it quite a bit. It was nice

., last .night, There has been & new moon, It didn't show for
three or four days. It has been so eloudy, butv it was pbeautiful
last week and last night it was real beautiful $00."

I: "§as 1t clear when you saw it?"
BE: "Yes, it was real clear.”

I: "When I saw it, it was real cloudy and I think there was a
ring around is,"

E: "Yes, the girls were telling me there was & ring around it,
but I didn't see none."ceesceses

I: "Are you noticing any ditference in the moon than it was
when we talked sbout it last Fall?"

E; "How do you mean?""

I: "Don't you remember you were telling me about how some months
it was so much more beautitul then other months? You said you
were going to wateh it during the winter and see how it was then."
B: (rather indifferently) "Well, I have been watching it.eecess.
During November it wasn't so much, but of course the Oetober moon
we were talking about was real beautiful."

Unemployment

"There is a family in our neighborhood thet need help.
Two of them got pairs of shoes last week and another one got
shoes this week., Don't you think that's pretty good?"

I: "That is, isn't it? I suppose they needed them real badly?"
E: "I don't know. I suppose so, but you know they get lots of
things. You know they get coal every month and Lots of groceries,™

I: "Where do they get those from?"

E: "I don't know. I guess trom the city."

<

I: "It isn't the United Charities?"

E;: ™Mo, I think it is rrom the city. I guess it must be the county.
1 The county gives co8l and shoeS..ss..And they get & quart of milk

everyday. Just think of that! And you know some of the groceries
they get they wouldn't think ot getting for themselves. YThey get

A At e~
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potatoes and lovs of things. ©She is working t00."
- I: '"Does she work full time?"

E: "es, I didn't think they geve anything to people that
worked. She 1s working in a hospital.”

I: "If she did cleaning or something like that at a hospital
it wouldn't necessarily bring in very much, would iz? She wuldn't
get over twelve or fourteen dollars a week,"”

E: "She irons their uniforms for them or something like that,"
I1° “That ought to pay pretty well, hadn't it?"

E: "Yes, that is what I think, and they get three fifty a week
from the church, VWhy say they are doing better than they ever
have. It makes you wonder because I thought they weren't gidng
money to anyone that worked." (Employee goes on in this vein
for some time. Interviewer tries to bring out point that among
so many tamilies to be teaken care of, there would aiways be some
who would take advantage. Lmployee agrees with this.)

T
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room January 7, 1932,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
‘ Interview No., 17.

Employes is very lively and talketive voday.

Leispre Time in Relation to Hol;aays

I

"Well, it is & long time since I've seen you."

Et "Yes, it's two weeks,"

I: "It seems longer, though. Doesn't it?"

E: "Yes, there have been too many holidays, haven't there?

I don't like so meny of them. You can't keep track of the
tim.“......

I: "When Saturday comes it seems like Sunday, doesn't it®?"
E: "Yes, you Gon't know what to do with yourself, Your work

is mostly done betause you cleaned up before the holidays and
you haven't anything to do but to go out all the time."eesess

o

-

I: "Yes, I‘suppose your mother gets it all cleaned up bpefore
hand, doesn t she?" |

E: "Yes, and there is hardly anything to do. Of course you
£0- over things a little bit on Saturdey and there is nothing
$0 do but t0 20 OUGe"eaoee

I: "Now some people would like that, wouldn't they?"

E: "Yes, I suppose so. 411 you do is "go sameplace, go
someplace™ all the time, It wears you outleceseccecees "

I: "I nad a very quiet tims...e.e.W0ll, I did go to TWo shows.
I went to see Private Lives and =~cewweas!!

Movies

E: (Interrupting conversation continuing from above) "I heard
that is funny! (Critically)

£

I: "Did you?"

E: ™Yes, I an't immgine them vlaying in that picvure! They
always play in such eeweeaw-==ragfinsd pictures, you know. I
can't imagine them in one that is funay."

I: "What did you heer about ite"
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E: "Well, I heard you had to laugh. They were pulling each
other.” (laughing)

I: "Yes, they pulled each other's hair, She broke a rsecord
on his head." (laughing)

E: ™"Yes, wesn't that funny? I can't imagine her acting thavy
wWay.

"But you know in a way I think it is a good thing they changed
her part. I have been getting kind of tired of the parts she has
been playing. 4 lot of people have. I don't know, in the last
two or three pictures I have seen her in, I have felt that way."

Interviewer tried to get employee to describe what it
is that she doesn't like, but employee sesms unable to make it
explicit or is evading. Other test room operstors have indicatved
a dislike for the sensuousness of some of Norme Shearer's piciures.
This is probably what employee is referring to.

Attitude Toward Change

E: "Isn't it fumny, no matter what happens, you don't like it.
w The way they meds her pictures before we didn't like and now that
she has changed we don't like it." '

Participation in Movies

E: "I went to see Delicious. 7That is the cutest show, 1That

is Jenet Gaynor and Charles Farrell again, you snow., <They are so
cute together. I was crazy about that movie, You know it is funny
vhen I go to a movie I just forget where I am. I ilaugh with them
and I will feel everything like they do. Why soretimes I cateh
myself and I think that people around me will think I am silly.

I will be laughing away, you know.,"

I: "You mean when you go to the movies by yourself?"

E: "Yes, and when I go with other people 00, I won't be talking
to them at all. I won't be paying any attvention to them. You
know how you just fesl that you are there a&and you are reeling
everything and hearing everything, just the way it is in the
picture.” (very confidentially)

g

I: "You know I am inclined to feel that way too.,"

E: "Isn't it funny?".........

3
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Taste in Mov:_les

> I: "You must like the movies then if you reel that way about thenm,"

E: "Well, no, I really don't care Tfor them much. Of course I like
to see a picture like Pelicious. I'll tell you, I like pictures
if they are real sweet, but I don't like to see things too often,
I will go to one and I will say to myself, 'Well, now you have
had enough of those, You needn't go agsin for a long time' anda
then after & while I will zo to another one, bust if I go to two
or three shows very close together I am fed up. I don't know,

I just like to see them once in a while., Of course when I g0 to
a theatre in the neighborhood there, they usually have a crazy
movie, You know how they have piciures of cowboys ana things
1ike that on Saturdays. Tevooes

I: "Do they?"

B: "Yes, the kids are all crazy about those. My brother thinks
they are wonderful, He will say, 'Gee, Buffalo 8ill is here.
I have to see him.*' You know I think they are awfully silly, bus
I get so excited about them I forget where I am. You know the
hero will be hanging over the clirf by a rope &nd you will hnear
- those horses® hoofs coming along, but I will get so excived I
will almost scream, I only g0 to see those pictures on Satvurday
afternoon when I don't know what else to do with myselr,.”

F el

As they are leaving conference room, employee says,
"You know it?'s kind of nice not %o have to go back and work atf'ter
you're interviewed. I like it best vhe last thing in the arvernoon
fcause you don't feel like working when you go back. I'd rather
cane down at the end of tvhe day."

I: "That's what the other girls have said but I didn't know
how you felt about it because you never said anything,"”

E: "If it*s all right with you, I'd rather do that.”
I: "Sure we can do that, I've tried to call the ovher girls

down then because shey mentionsd it vo me but you never said
anything. I'm glad you brought it up todayi™

-

\
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T - RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assenbly Test Room January 21, 1932,

Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
3 ' Interview No. 18.

Empleoyee seems more unrestrained in her conversation
today than she has ever been before - as if she is chatting
with a friend. Weather is talked about for some time,

E: ™We hed a few cold days there, didn't we?"
I: "We did, didn't WP eeseooscne

B: "I like them. I like it when it is cold and cleg8releeccecses

I: "We miss that stormthe weatherman said we were going to get
though, didn't we?"

B: "YeSeesseseeind I am glad we did too. I don't like storms."

[EEX XN T3 X

I: "Yes, you were telling me you didn't a couple of weeks ago."

)

e E: "I don't see anything nice about theMiesessesOf course if
you are inside looking et it it is all right. I don't mind it
theneYeseseceose
I: "Some people like them then.”

E: (Surprised) "They do?"

I: "Yes, I was just thinking how some people think they are
beautiful to look at.,”

B: "Oh, yes, they are, but when you've got to walk to work in
it, it is not 80 nico.Tececscnce

I:+ "Yes, it's different when you've got to walk, isn't it?..ee0.
When your feet are uncomfortable."

E: "I don't know about that." (Previous interview employee

has said she dislikes storms because she has to carry extrsa
stockings to work) The thing I don't like is tvhat it is so

c hard to walk. You ean't walk so fast." (laughing)

oy

I: ™Oh, that's it, is it*"

2}

E: '"Yes, you take & step forward and you slip one back. I
- like t© sleep in ths morning."

-,
-
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- I: "Oh, you mean you don't like storms because you have to get
g up earlier,"

E: "Yes, that's it, I like tosléep until the last minuve."

Time of Interview

E: "Did I keep you waiting? I took time to finish a couple
of relays because I thought meybe I would have to wait for you.”

I° "Mat is all right. I came down right away today. I wasn't
délayed." '

BE: "Well, I thought I would have time to finish a couple of
more. I thought I might as well do that,"

I: "I don't blame yOUsessesc..I'Ve boen thinking that it might
be a good idea if we heve a definive time for all of you %o leave
‘the test room, then on the day 8 I ses each of you, we would know
just when to lesave,"

m E: "I guess that would be a good idea."

.

I: "Sometimes I think I'll have to wait too so I'll do something,
If we had a regular time, we would both get here at the same %time."™

E: , "That would be god," |

I: ﬁI wonder what time woula bé best, 3:00 o'clocik?"
E: "I think three o'¢lock woulda be too early.”

I: "What time would you get dowm here then?"

E: "Well, it just takes a couple of minuves.”

I: "Don't you g0 to the washroom first?"

B: "No, we just wash our hands., That just tekes about a minute,
We would be down here by five minutes after three.Ys.cecceces

I: "We might wateh for a while and see.”

4
B

"Yos, we might do that."

{,—.‘.,,}
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- Degs orr

E: "We're not coming down on Monday."
I: "Is that something new?"

E: ™Yes, we have to take one Monday off and then work for
three weeks and then take it off again., I guess the idea is -
they want everybody to work thirty-eight hours, so they are
going to have us do that."ececses

I: "How do the girle like it?"

E: "Well, no one is kicking as long as we only have one
Monday off," '

I: "That is & lot different than having every Monaay, isn'y
j ite"

E: "I'1l say. There's & lot of difference!™ececcesscese
o~ I: "Some peOpie say they like the days ore."”

E: "Ch, surel If you've gt the money, it is ail right, but
when I turn in my pay at home, it makes a lot or difference if
you get a whole day off,"

. I: "How db you mean?" v

E: "Well, if you don't turn in so much, you don't feel that you
can ask for s0 meny thingSeeeceeseesliks me, when I don't turn
in much, I don't fesl that I ought to ask for things that I want.
e vevecesesel SUPPOBe everyone would like to have the time if they
haed the money. Gee, you could go to 2ll kinus O ShowSiMeeeeeese

I: "Is that vhat you woulda do?"

E: (noticel that in employee's last interview, she said she
could only stand shows once in a while) Well,secesesesOl cOUrse
right now there are & lot of gooa shows in town, but I don't
always feel that Wayleeeceos

I: "I was thinking about what you said last week about nosd
liking to see shows too often."

Ly

-
BE: "Yes, it makes a lot of difference what shaw s there are to
-~ ses. Have you see Eddie Cantor and George Jessel?"
{
g

I: "No, I wented to see them but I didn't get there.”

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



3

I,R. 1-21-32 (Cont'd. 4, o 04-18.

@ E: "Say, that's an expensive show, E£ddie Cantor is getting
«La - $10,000 ami Jessel's getting $4,000 a week." ‘

I: "That's & lot of money, isn't it?"
E: (laughing) "I'll say."
I: "How did you like them?"

E: "They were real tumy, I laughed a lot, ‘[hey told such

erazy jokes on each other., You know George Jessel has such

a8 big nose and Eddie Cantor said he had a dream the ovher

night that he had George Jessel's nose full of nickels. Wasn't
, that crazy? (Laughing) Of course thaey didn't sey those things
- to hurt each other's feelings. Thaey were good matured &boutv it.
: They would both say things about each other, 'lhen JesselL cane

out and said that he haa a aream the ovher night that he had

. dddie Cantor's eyes and he popped out of bed. Lhey were
awfully fuNnyeceeecersoseSay, how do you like Ureta Garbo? Did
you see her in Susan Lennox?"

™ I: "Yes, I got to see that,”

E: "I heard she was terrible. I saw her in Inspiration.
Jemie and I went to see her, Jemnie ana I said we were going
to give her a break and go to see her in Mata Hari, but even
before I saw her, I wouldn't go %o see her, You Know how swhe
erities talk her up so high. They think she is so wonderful
and so marvelous, so I wouldn't go to see her. Iven before I
saw her, I wuldn't go."

I: "So it was on account of the critvies you wouldn't go?"
E: ™iell, you know snyone can't be &as marvelous as they writve
them up to be, but finally Jennis ana I said we woulu give her

a break. Jennie said, 'Come on, let's give her a break.! Ve
wont t0 see her in Inspiration.™

I

L 14

"Whet didntt you like about it2?"
E: "That voice of herst The way she said Andre (emplqyee'drags
i1t out in a deep moek tragic voice, making iv sound ridiculousliy

T melodramatic.) What did she have 0 go and say iv that way for?

“- {laughing derisively) We've been making tun oI her voice ever
since."

-

[
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:i I: "What is iv that you don't like about her voice?"

B: "Oh, I don't know. I just don't like her type. I'll tell
you who I like, That's Janet Gaynor. LEverybody thinks she
is so sweet, She pleys with Robert Montgomery and they're so
cute together. .Have you seen any or their pictures?"

I: "I saw them in Private Lives."

E: "They've played in a lot of plays together. I guess
Divorcee is the one that Robert Montgomery really made himself

-
ln......'...’.

"But Garbo is so - but I won't say any mors.” (Voice is
full of supressed antagonisn)esseecesesss But mayove I ougns
to give her a break and ses her in Mata Hari,.eeseceeseel guess
I'd be willing to ses her in & fifceen cent movie, but I wouldn's
think OI"‘ Paymg eighty-rive centus Jusu O Se9 NBracssvesessns

"Maybe it is just her type. Francées Kay is the same way.
I don't like her eivher. Did you see Girls Aboui Town?"

I: "No, I didn't see that,.,”

E: "Well, she was in that and honestly in one place she hzd

on & swimming suit and she was so big. She is tall, you kKnow,
and she is so flat. There isn't anything sweet 8DOUL NCTeescccse
I guess mayve that is why I don't like Garoo.¥eecsscsses

I: "You mean that she is the same type as Frances Kay?"

E: "Yes, I guess she is something like thatv. She has big
t'eet, you know, and she is so_skinny - ana not thin, you know,
but just skinny, and she never smiles, Ana she is always alone.
But I guess when you are broken hearted you can't help being
that Wa¥eeeseses Maybe I shouldn't say the things I do about
her. Maybe I should say that there are cersain ones vhau are
MY TYDCesscsssscsselt?s hara for me to sy just why I don't
like herelecsssscess

I: "It isn't always easy to say why, is it? I'm that way too."

-

E: "No, it isn't., I really don't know why, I just don't like
her, Maybs it is her voice.,"

I: "What is there about her voice what you don't like?"™

=
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



e I.R., 1-21-32 Cont'd, 6. 04-18,

- B "Welloooo..oolt's 8o rough, you KnOW....ooooooo(thought-
i fully) It's not right for & woman. There's nothing swees
8DOUT 1TeesvessesssssalWell, 1t's nearly ten minutes after
I zuess we'll have to get back,”

A e p— | ——— B U —
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i RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room ‘February 11, 1932,
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
i Interview No. 19,
i
Some time spent In desultory conversation about the
weather,
Family Relationship
E: "Well, how did you like that snow we had last Thursday?"
I: "Let's see, I don't exactly remember."”
E: "Don't you remember when it was blowing so hard., Gee, you
could hardly walk against it., My mother woke me up early and
she had my boots out already."(laughing)eeeses
I: "Did you get here all right?"
E; "Yes, 1 got here early., My mother got my brother up and
had him bring me."
i I+ "In the car, you mean?"
E: "Yes, so he brought me down."sesee
I: "That wes a bresk for you, wasn't it?"
E: "I'll say so, The kids have to leave real early to get to
‘, school. They have to leave about seven o'slock. You see they
| 2 to church before school so he took us all where we wented %o
| O eceeessesednd then he called for me to go home, so I liked that
snow." (laughing)
| I: "You sure did have a break, didn't you?"
E: "He always calls for me."
1 I: "I thought you walked both ways."
]
l" E: "Except lately he has been calling for me. He stops by on
his way from WrKeYeosooe
f I: "Would you rather ride than wealk?"

E: (laughing) "Yes, it is lots easier. You dm't have to make
yourself work. You make the car do it for you.™

-
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I.R. 2-11-53 gcont td. 2,0 . ’ 04-19.

I: "You're kind of lazy, aren't you?" (leughing)

air E: "It isn't that I don't like to welk, but you would rather
walk when you get home. You know when you have to walk a
certain way all the time, you don't like it, but if you go
for a walk from home, you can g0 diiferent placesS..cecees

I: "There is something in that, isn't there?"
E:s "Yes, I would rather walk where I feel like walking.™..ese
I: "Do you have any perks around your place?"

E: "No, there aren't any parks near US.....l ¢o & lot of
walking, You know the stores in the neighborhood &are real
little ones. You can't do much shopping there. Of course
mother does the shopping there. You can't do any big shopping
in the neighborhood. You have to 2 across the bridge for that,
You know that big bridge over there that runs from Twenty-Sixth
to Twenty-ninth."

I: "I don't believe I do."

- E: "No, I don't suppose you kmnow that part of town, Well, you
know it doesn't seem like & very big bridge to me, but you taxe
a stranger over there and vhey say, "My, vhat & long bridge.'
You know it doesn't look that way to me at all. I walk across
it so muech.”

I: '"You mean the shopping distriect you go to is across the
bridge?"

E: "And there aren't any big theatres in the neighbohooa either,
They're just 1ittle ones and you don't like 10 20 TO theMeecsssses

"You know when I &am in the loop, there is a cervain part of
it I always get mixed up in. Isn't that funny? You know
where you are perfeetly well, but I always think the lake is
over at the west,"

I: "You mean if you look at the stores and places #het you imow,
that you feel that way."

E: "Yes, but I alwgys think the laké is the OTther WAYVeeceoeseoss
When I get on State Street, I always get mixed UPelseeceee

-

I: "Somstimes when I come out of a smller place that I don't
- know very well or a movie, I will get mixed up on State, bus ir
Y I look at the bigger places like the Bostvon Store or €arsons
or soms or those places, I know where I am at."
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{\" . I.R. 2"11‘:52 Contb 'do Se 04-190

E: "™Well, I know vwhere everything is and where I am &t all
right, but still I think the lake is the wrong directioNeesecse
The wgy my mother used to get mixed up when she ceme out of
one of those big storest She would go in ons door, you know,
and then coms out some different door and she wouldn't know
were she was a‘t.'.'.......

I: "Has your mother lived in Chicago long?"

E: "No, my mother never lived in Chicago before.feessess

I: "You have lived here all your life though, haven't you?"®
E: "™Yes, I was born here.Yeesecse

I: "Were you born in the seame place that you lLive in now?"

E: ™No, it was about two blocks away. I guess my mother
couldn't get away very much to get down in the loop. There
were too many of us to teke care oi."(lauthing)

I: "Yes, it makes a lot of difference if you have chilaren,
o doesn't it?"eesssesss (Employee has little to ssy so inverviewer
- decides to participate a little more in the interview) I have a
friend who has & new baby and it certeainly keeps her ina lot -
more. They used $0 20 out qUite 8 bBitesesceeses s Of course she
is lucky that her mother can come in once in a while now that
the baby doesn't cry so much., For a while it cried from ten
to two every night.”

E: "Isn't that terriblefessecs .My sister-in-law has a couple
of 1ittle girls, They're my nieces, and say, they don't want
her to get away anywhere without them. She can't ever get away
in the evening because they want to go with her. In the day
time she gets away by ssying she is going to church. (laughing)
But you know those kids are so smrt, they hear everything.
Sometimss they will be playing and you don't think thsy know
anything that is going on, and maybe & friend of hers will be-
over and they will a ecide to go somewhere the next day and then
the next day when my sister-in-law says she is going to church,
they say, 'We know where you are going. You are going to the
show.' She doesn't think they know anything about iv. I'll
tell you, kids are smart."esececcce

‘;. I: "Are they very olde
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1 ) . I.R. 2"11"52 CQn‘ﬁ'd. 4. 04"190
- E: "One of them is three and one is five,"
- I: "Say, they are pretty smart, aren't they?"

B: I'1l S8V .eeesesl8St night they were over to my

house and I had picked up & 1little dress for the little one.

I wanted to get one for the big one too, but 1 couldn't find
vhat I wanted. Then I was looking eround a little further end
then I found another one, so I got two for the little one.

But I didn't give it to her until I got samething for the big
one., I called my sister-in-law into the bed room to look at
them. I told FPhyliss to take care of the kids while I took
her in there."

I: "Is that your sister?™

E: "Yes, so she showed them her valentines. You know they
missed us pretty soon and they came running to vhe bedroom
right away and said they wanted to get in."

I: "Whet did you do then, let them in?"

E: "Yes, but I put them away quick before they s:aw them.
: You know you have to be careful not to hurt their feelings
- because everybody always fusses about the little one more
anyway. She feels kind of bad anyway. ee.ss..Y0U know the
other day I picked up a little necklace with pearls in ivt,
Just a cute little one with a bracelet to go with it. Of
course I had to get two, and you should see how crazy they
were about them., They thought they were wondertul &na they
were cheap little things, you know. ¥You know every time I
see them now they say, 'We haven't worn our necklaces yet,'
You know how kids are, they always want to wear the new
things right away, but thet jewelry looks real sweet with
sumser dresses, so I told them not the wear them with their
' winter drasses, You know they have long sleeves and the
: neck comes up pretty high, so I told them I wanted them
t0o save them until sumumer. Now they tell me every time I
see them that they haven't worn them yetelececsoscosecs

-~
3

lMovies

E: "Did you see Delicious?"

r I: "No, I didn't get to ses it. It was at the Picadiliy
e last night too, and if I hadn't been too tired I would have
gone,"

-l
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"I thought maybe you would tell me how you liked iv."

I: "I thought I would be able to by today, but maybe I
will next time." (laughing)

" E: "I would like to hear what you think of ite"eesee
I: "Have you seen any movies lately?"

B: "WelleeesvoosooNot any that I liked very welleecoecoesol
saw Doctor Jekyl and Mr. HydeeVecosooeo

I: ™ou got to see thats, did you?"

E: ™es, I didn't like it, I didn't think it was very
mich, VWhy I didn't even get scared at all, They said it was
supposed to be so much, but I didn't think it was anything."

I: "You were supposed to zet a big thrill out of i%, weren't

you?"
i E: "Yes, but I am so calm. (meking fun of herself.) I wasn's
- n even scared.lececscce ‘

I: "Let's see. Who is in that?"

E: "Isn't that Frederick Marsh? I think it is. He is reeliy
very good looking, you know, but then he drinks something that
is supposed to turn him, He is supposed to be terrible then,

but you imow when you cen see how it is done, it doesn'{ scare
YOUsesesoosThat?!s the way it makes me teel, If I know why soame-
thing happens, I am not scared...... YOu know you see him doing
it so you know why he changes so it doesn't scare you 8% 8ll...

& seBoee

I: "Doss he really look terrible?”

E: "Well, yes, but while it happens, you don't think anything
of ito?oooooq

PP NERPIPAES SUUADRE A

I: "You mean you might be frightened if he had been that way
all the time?"

T

- E: "Yes, I think so, but when you see him vake thav arug, you
can't feel that way.

r "] saw Sooky."({Indifterently)

-

I: "Wasn't that any good?"

e
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A4 E; "Oh, that was & swell picture. You ought vo see that,
e I think you would 1ike 1t."eceecoo

- "Say, did I tell you that I saw Rich Men's Rily?"
I: "No, you didn't.”

E: "I went to see that but I didn't think it was going to
be any gQOd, but it was real gOOdQ’o'ooﬁaoooo

I: "Who's in thate®

E: "That's George Bancroft. Then right after that my sister
wanted me to go to the theatre in the neighborhood. You know
-we never want to go there and we walked by vhere and iv was
Fanny Foley herself and I wanved to see tvhat. They had two
pictures there and the other one was Rich Man's Folly."

I: "So you didn't go then?"

E: "Oh, sure we went in., I said, 'Oh, I would like To see
7Ty Rich.Man's Folly again it is such a good pieture. They were
e two 2004 pictureS."ccesseses

I: "Did you have to sit through Rich Man's Folly to see the
other one?" .

E: "No, we got in just at the beginning or Fanny Foley herself,
The other was such a pood picture that we stayed to see is all
througl."

sk ook ok okl ok

At beginning of interview, interviewer orfers employees
some gum, During the interview she has a bag coughing spell and
interv%ewer gives her life saver. - As she weS-leaving, employee
remarked., 'You kmow I think that life saver helped my throat.
My, I haven't had & coughing spell like that since the first
time I was down to see you. Do you remember?’

Employee maintains the same free and oasy &attitude today
that she has in the last two interviews,

=
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Lo RECORD OF INTERVIEW

5 Relay Assembly Test Room March 18, 1932,
" Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator Nos 4.

. Interview No. 20.

Employee telks about a cold which she has acquired
and about & funeral shs attended yesterday. She is in a rather
quiet mood today but seems quite at ease, that is, she t=lks
when she feels like it and sits quietly the rest of the time
with no appearance of strein,

Boyfriend

Employse talks about boyfriend for the first time
since interviewing begen.

E: "You know the other day I had to write a letter to someone
and I didn't feel like writing a letter so I made believe I had

a cold, I said, 'I can't write much of a letter because I have

a cold, but I*ll make up for it next time.' And then you know

a couple of days later my head started feeling funny and then

my nose started rumning. (laughing impishly) I guess I was getting
punished, but you know I didn't want to write that letter and I
had to because I had gotten & couple of letters. It was just

like I was being whipped. I had to write it and I didn't want to.
I don't like to write letters to him unless I just feel like
writing because he's so intelligent and he writes such interesting
letters that I think I ought to make mine as good as I can, I

get a letter from him two or three times & week and at that I

On]y write once 8 WeeKe"ceocoooe

¢

I: "It's kind of hard to write letters when you don't feel
1like it, don't you think?"

E: "Yes, I think it is. I usually say something just to get
it written and then he misunderstends and it takes a couple
of letters to get it straightensd outel.ececcess

I: "This sounds pretty serious,”

E: (laughing and sticking up her nose) "No, it's not serious.
eecscsseccll® juﬂt hasn't anything else to do. He writes such
interesting letters and tells me all sbout the place he's in."

(RN N R NN ]

¢

I: "Does he travel about, that he Im s such interesting things
to tell?"
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IR. 3/18/32. Cont'd. 2. 4-20.

O E: "Well, no. He's been in one place now for quite a while, but
~ while he's there, he wants to tell me all about what it's like,"

eeoeeooreer

T.,RO Rela $1 Qnﬂhip

E: "You know Anna is gone."
I: "Yes, I heard that."

E: "She's been gone & couple of weeks now, We've got another
girl in her pl&ce."‘.......uu

I: "Does it meke much difference when a girl who has been
there for some time is gone?"

E: "Yes, it makes a lot of Aifferenc.ceseeecee«0f course Anna
is real quiet. She doesn't talk a lot and act crazy like some
of us loud ones., The new Operator 5 is quiet t00. eeeeecesYoU
remember I was telling you I used to be quiet too."

. I: "Yes, and I was thinking about that just the other day. I
o was wondering when it was you stopped being so quist.”

E: "I guess it was when I came in the test TOOMs Taesseooe
I: "Right away or after you had been there a while."

E: "Oh, I think it was after I had been there a while, maybe
about & YOo8reessssees eoeBocaUsSe I remember when they geve those
books to us thet they had it written down =- Operator 4, very
qu1et does_n't sy muen........,.,..(lau@ing impiShly) G'ee’

I wonder what they write down now., I can't figure out how I
happened to changs. I don't know what made me dirferent,”

I: "Did it come graduallf,r?"

E; "iell, I don't know, just all ot & sudden I was different.".eee.

I: "You say some of the girls are loud. Which ones of you mmke
a lot of noise?" '

E: "Oh, it's to Operator 5. The first four of us cut up a lot.
thy you know even yesterday vhen I wmas gone, I planned to come
down in the afternoon, but then my head felt funny so I didn't
and Jennie says to me, 'Say, I missed you. I didn*t have anyone
to razz.!' And you know when she was sick for a fewweks, things
were 30 differenteleccccccscsce

¥
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I.R. 3/18/32 Cont'd. 3o 4=20,

I: "How about Bea? Where does she come in?"
E: "What do you mean?"

I: "I was wondering if she was ons of the noisy ones or one of the
quiet omnes.” ' .

E; "Oh, she's real quiet too. Of course she is not in the test
room much, but she and Anne were together more."

I: "How about Josephine?"

E: nOh, she's a real jolly girledecescess

I: "I could tell that from that Girls' Party.(employee laughs)
esscesesessDO yOou see her outside of work that you know shets

jolly? You said they were all quiet but the first four operators,"
E: (Apparently not resenting questidmseas she used to) "Well,

you know she comes and talks to the rast of us. It's because she's
by & quiet operator that she doesn'’t have anybody to talk to up
there. There is a quiet operator between me and her."ecesecesecsccss
I: ™Well, vhat have you been doing with yourself lately?"

E: "Not very muChiceccsssssssMostly visitingiseesceesol g0t
tired of the shows." ‘

“I: "Oh, you got enother spell of being tired of them." '

E: "Yes, Did you see the 'Champ.*?"
I: "No, I didn't."
E; "That was realkgood. It was real touching the way he took care

of his father., You know, he was a gambler and he woula arink too
much and his son would undress him when he got drunk,.*
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW

Relay Assembly Test Room April 21, 1932.
Recorded by: I. Rousseau Operator No. 4.
Interview No. 21,

Employee is qulet at first so Int. introduces topiec of
weather and they discuss this for some timBeeceisacss

Time=off:
I: "Well, how is it sinee things are changed?" (referring to

new seven-~day-as=month work plen for employees under 8-10 years
service.) :

E: (earmestly) "Oh, gee. It's pretty badeeecccess(10st in thought)
Of course if you've got plenty of monay it's all rightecevescselt’s
, really terrible, you know, only seven days a month, and you know
1 they aren't getting that all over sither," {(complaining slightly)

I: "How d you mean?"

E: "™iell, I guess it does with departments., In some departments
it*s.under eight years, but in ours it is ten."

i I: "Do you know anybody in a department where it's only eight?"

E: "Yes, I have a girl friend that works in a departmentwhere they
only heve to take seven deys for less than eight years.® (still
complaining)oooaooooooo.oooo »

I: "I hear that in a lot of departments they are only working five
days & month,"

E: (immediately pacified) "Is that 80%.see00+0088, that's pretty bad.

ssesvoProbably they didn't have enough under eight years in owr depart-
ment so they had to meke it ten. That's probably what was the matter,"

LA NN N N N N )

"I8's pretty hard though when you have & lot of things like
insurance policies coming around 2ll the time."

I: "Do all of you have insurance?"
E: "Yes, They took it out for all of us kidSe"eecees

I: "How meny are there in your family? I've forgotten."

=

E: "There's seven kids."

I: "That mekes nine that you have to pay insurance on?"

)

E: '-'Then there is my grandmother too,"

I: "And does she have ons too0%?"
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| IR, 4/21/%2 Cont'd. 2. | 04-21,

E: "Yes, we all have, They're twenty pey life, you know and that
mounts up quite 2 bit. The "life" costs less but you have to keep
paying it all your life."

A

I: "Even after you have paid as much as the value of the policy?"

E: "Yes, it doesn't make any .difference. You have to keep paying
it as long as you are alive so they figured the twenty pay life
was better because us kids were real young you know, and when you
raid it up, you eould take out half of it."

I: "Can't you take it all out?"

E: "'No, you have to leave half of it there as long as you live.
You can only teke out half Of ite™eeeccccces

I: "How did your folks happen to teke out insurance for all of you?
Was it for some special rezaon? (Wondering if it could be for
education, dowery, etc.)

E: "No, just to have it so if something should happen, Not that

you expect a death, but you would never forgive yourself, if you

stopped paying it and something happened....It seems like there is o
alwmys a bill coming in, You just think you are paid up and :
{ another one comes 810ng...sss+0f course you could stop paying your

insurance but then something would be sure to happen.”

Funerals:

E: "If someons died you could use the monsy for the funeral,
especislly nowadeys when funerals are so expensive. You know I
had a friend that died not long ago and the monsy they spent for
her funerall Why they spent over five hundred dollars on the
casket and altogether it was over a thousend dollars,™

I: "What do you think of spending =0 much on a funeral?"
: s

E: "well, I don't like it. Of course when sameone died, you -
want to do the best you c@nN.e.eeesseebut they never know how much
you spénd on them ANy W&Ye"eesose

I: "If you had a death, what would you do about 1it?"

E: "I don't knowe I wouldn't think it was right to spend that

mich, Why those friends of mins even went in the hole for it!

esesesOf course you like t0 do the best you cgn for anyons that
3188cevseveobut if the head of the family died, it's pretty hsrd -
to spend a thousend dollers, especially if the lady has some

children to think ofc¥eccevocesces

3
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j I: "How do you feel about yourself - if you were to die?"

. E: "Well, I wouldn't want them to spend much. I would rather
have them keep the money for themselves, I think it's terrible
to speand five hundred for a casket when it all goes to rot any-
way, doesn't it? (lsughing) If they bought a cheap casket, I would
be in the same place as the one they put in an expensive casket."...

I: "I understand some undertekers will teke care oif the funeral
for two or three hundred dollars," .

B: "Oh, yes, anyone could do that, Some caskets are as low as
twenty~five dollars but (leughing) I guess nobody would want to be
that Chﬁ&p’ would they‘?"o tsoevese

Time-oft :

E: (Cont. from above) "When they told us about the two weeks off
we were so disgustedlMeececcecsss :

I: "I suppose you were,'"

: E: "They called us out and told us. Of course we knew it was coming.
- eessessiic Were 8o quiet when we came back, We didn't say & WOrBeeeses
And then we started laughing azein, We just thought 'What®s the

use of being mad - it won't & you any good.'™.

P
i

I: "Bven then it is not as bad for you as some of the other girls
in the test room, is it?" '

E: "Why not?"

I: "Well, I was thinking of girls who have no one else working
like Antionette and Jenny."

E: "Well, maybe they haven't got so much to pey out either. (rather
assertively) Like if they are renting a place, they can just let the
rent run. If amyone is buying a home, you just cantt stop. You
don't dare stop."...."oo .

, I: "You ommn two placss, don't you?"

E: "Yes, but one of them is not pald for anmd it costs a lot to keep
on paying for them, You wouldn't want to lose yowr home and taxes

I8 are terribly high. Of course they put off the date. I think it is
the twenty-second now and they'll probably put it off agein because
they have serveral times,".eeseese

L I: "Will they lot you carry a tax over until the next year?®

e e ——
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E: "You'haVe to pay in‘cerest.".....'..

I: "It's pretty hard on people who own property, isn't itPeeceeee
Some landlords can't even collect the rent,"

E: "Yes, we've been pretty lucky to have people that are working,
But you have to coms down."

I: "You mean on the rent?"
E: "Yes?......-.
I: "How meny are working in your femily, Wanda?"

E: "Well, my father is working, and I've got my brother working here.”

eensevee
I: "That's right, you have a brother here, haven't you?"

'E: "Yes, hae's in the office. He's not making much though. I'm
surprised that he is still here. He hasn't much service.”

I: "How much has he got?"

E: "Something around two yeers.. I'm not quite sure..eseseBut I
don't let it worry my mind," (Up to this point employee has been
more confidential than ever befors, but above remark was less so.
She sounds a trifle irritated.) ‘
I: "How do you meen?"

E: (inﬂistinctly) "Oh,.......these thingS."

I: "You mean having to pay the insurance and the payments on the
house?"

E: "Yes, (lightly) but I'm not the head of the family so why should
I care! I just turn i% in."

I: "What do you do now that you lmve the two weeks off - turn in
less?"

E: (rather emphatically) "Oh, I just turn in the whole thing} I
8 lways do that, and I just ask for things when I want them."

§%

I: "And this way you just have to ask for less?”

E: "I'1] say. You can't ask for very much NOW.¥eecsees

P

UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN - MILWAUKEE



§ b« ek n i b = o v m e B - - R

Io‘Ro 4/21/52 Oont'd.o 5. 04—81.

(Employee is quiet for a long time. Since it is possible

that she is resistant hecause of Int's. more pointed questions,

~ Int. tries to change the subjeet by talking about the weather

e and telling about her gardening, Employee still remmins quiet.)
I: "You haven't had anymore of those colds, have you?" (laughing)
BE: (Sfﬂiling) "NO.".QQ....
I: "I was just thinking about the ecold you told me you got for
punishment. (laughing. Employee smiles but says nothing and is
quiet for about five minutes) Have you seen any shows Iately?"

E: (dryly) "No, I don't see many of them any more. (She is quiet
again for a long period, so Int. concludes interview,)

I: "Well, I guess we might as well be getting back, hadn't we?®

Cend
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RECORD OF INTERVIFEW

Relay Assenbly Test Room May 27, 1932,

3 Recorded by: 1I. Rousseau Operator Noe 4.
’ oo ‘ Interview No. 22,

Employee is an unusually expansive mood todey. She
talks very easily end what she says is closer to her intvimate
thinking, particularly in relation to the test room, then it has
ever been, This 13 the first interview held after the two weeks
off under the 7-days-work-a-month plan, Entire interview centers
around this fact., Discuss the weather. ‘

I: "Well, what have you been doing with yourself since I sew you
last?"

Ey "Not very much! All you could do is just sit around the house
and do the work there is t0 d0.s"esv e

I: "How did you like that?"

E: "Well, it's the checks! When you haven't g0t any checks coming
in, it's not so nice. Of course you don't mind being home, but
. it was kind of nice getting back t0 Work.eseeseseeOf courss if you
f,, . have checks coming in all the time, you wouldn't care about the
' Worko"oooqgo .

I: "So it wasn't so good to gzet back."

E: "Well, in a way it wasn't, but it was really nice to get back
' together again., You know we always razz each other so much., We

have more fun. Some days we just get started, and we just keep

it up for a long tims. We get so silly., You ought to come up and

hear us sometime when we get startedecccecese

"But of course you can't laugh all the timd.esecescss@8pecially
NOWeeoeooseshon youtvé got things to think about (the depression)
esssesseceyou can laugh for a while, but then you remember how things
are again and then you're quiet., Gee, sometimes we get to thinking
about things and we are 80 quistl.cesevcoie

1 I: "I was wondering about that. Thet's why I asked you if it was
! god to come back,”

3o E: "Why yes, it's different when you're around home all ths time
; now. Ges, you come down here to forget about it, but when you're
home you hear them complaining." (Int. tries to f'ind out «who
complains with no success except to learn that it is not the
youngest children.) Honestly when I came back I was so quiet I
- wms just my old self again.”

1 . , .
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T.R. 5/27/32 Conttd, 2, 04-22,

"Say, have you heard the rumor going around that they are going
to lay off everyones under ten ysars of service? That's what they
are seying in the neiphborhood.esssecssGos, that gets me sore.

My folks will hear sbout it and then they will ssy, 'Have you heerd
anything yet?* It makes me so sore., I say, 'Why do you listen to
them? That's only what they say.'

"Say, do you know if we have to take off those two weeks tefore
vacation?"

I: "I was wondering about that."”

E: "That's what we are wondering about. ¥e dn't xnow if we have
to or note That will be terrible %0 have five weeks at a time,
It's bed emcugh to have two. Well, the first week wasn't so bad
because you had a check coming, but the second one was terribls, but
worst of all was not to get any that first week of work. You don't .
know if we have to take it?"

I: "I haven't heard. Did you ask Chip?"

E: "I don't remember if we asked him or not. It seems to ms we
did and then we haven't heard anything about ite"ceeesess

"0f course if you hed a lot of money, you could g places all the
time, You wouldn't care so much about work then,”

I: "You mean you wouldn't be so glad to coms down?"

E: "Yes, Of course we miss seeing each other. Two weeks is & long
time to be away from each other when we see eafh other every daye."eeeee

I: "Didn't you get to see each other at all?"

E: "Let's see = I believe wa dld get together once. (vaguely)

(E. is withholding information here as Obs, reports a parsy during

the time off.) There isn't much to do. There's just a little sweeping
around the house and when you've cleaned up, you're &ll through. Of
courss we had the washing one day.

"We hed more to do those two weeks than usual, though because my
little niece was with us. The little girl thatts five has scarlet
fever, =0 she's staying with us., They aren't quarrantined, but her
father is staying some place else too. Her fxther cams and got her
Saturday night to take her to his folks amd it was kind or late and
he didn*t want to disturb us, so she slept over there., Say, when
I came in the first thing I said is'¥here is she?' And they said
she was over there. Sey, the next morning I missed her so, I had
to send my brother over after heri"
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I.R, 5/27/32 Cont'd. - 3 S 04=22,

I: "So you like to have her sround."

E: "Like to} VWe're crazy sbout her. We're going to miss her so

-when .she goes home. Her 14ittle sister will be all right in a few

days now. Her mothert's been taking her out for walks but there's
no use of taking 2ny chanceS.esssnces

"Sey , do you know what I did yesterday? I bought a hat - for
twenty~rive cents, One of the girls came down to the test room
the other dsy and we kidded her samething terrible because she said
she bought one for twenty-five cents, but then I did it myself. Isn'y
it funny? Why before you wouldn't even look at% it. You would pass
right by but now it is good enough.”" (laughing) ‘
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