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RECORD OP INTERVIEW 

5T3ISIS MUTT RSOOSE 
From the boding at tfu; i 0 mc;.a • .• 
persons under study have L-eon test ctnM$»»-\ vh-
to you to carry on tfeis trust r^ase p ^ V - i v , 
the persons iwoived by seating fictitious umm, „ 
code symbols for real nsmes. 

Relay Assembly Test Room 
Recorded by: I , Rousseau 

June 5, 1931. 
Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 1. 

In te rv iewer meets the employee at conference room. 

I : " H e l l o . Are you Wanda? My name i s X. Come r i g h t i n , won't 
you, and s i t down . • • • • • I think I ' v e seen you be fo re . " 

E: "Have you ever been up t o the t e s t room? I don ' t remember 
seeing your f a c e b e f o r e . " 

I : " I ' v e been up there once or twice f o r a few minuses." 

E: "That 's funny, I don ' t remember you, but so many people 
come up to the t e s t room you know. When you 've got your head 
bent over your waric, sometimes you just can ' t remember." 

I : "No, I suppose n o t . . . Do you know much about she 
in terviewing?" 

^ E: " W e l l , y e s . The g i r l s sa ia that they were being in terviewed, 
but tha t ' s a l l I know." 

I : "You were in terviewed once before , weren ' t you?" 

E: "Yes , l a s t y e a r . " 

I : "Have you heard much about how the in te rv iewing has changed?" 

Employee shakes her head. 

I : "We l l , maybe I be t t e r t e l l you soma thing about; i s . " 

E; "Yes , I ' d l i k e t o hear i t . " 

I : " W e l l , you s e e , when the in te rv iewing began i n 1928, i t was 
sort o f an experiment. ( In te rv iewer t e l l s of change i n program 
since 1928.) I ' m not going to ask you any quest ions. You may 
think i t ' s kind o f funny a t f i r s t . I know I would myself , i r 

^ somebody came and asked me to t a lk about our department, and 
3* d idn ' t ask me any ques t ions . I think is w i l l be be t te r f o r 

you t o ta lk about just the things y o u ' r e in te res ted i n , instead 
of me asking ques t ions . You needn't f e e l ninny aoout i t , i f 
you can ' t think o f anything, and i f you just want to s i t there 

f and think. We do tha t l o t s of t imes . We s i t f o r f i v e o r sen 
% minutes without even saying anything, so I won ' t -chink i t ' s 

f u n n y . . . . . The in t e rv iewing I ' m doing i n the t e s t room i s 
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c o n f i d e n t i a l . Nothing that anybody says to me has any v*ay of 
T g e t t i n g to anybody e l s e . I t would have to be t£at way. 

"And of course, i f we ' re going to steady the t e s t room, we 
have t o study everybody in i t , and not just you g i r l s , so I 'm 
going to t a l k to Bea and C e l i o , and Mr. Chiprnan, and Miss Chambers, 
and Mr. Hibarger . I guess tha t ' s a l l I have to t e l l you. Now 
you can do the t a l k i n g . " 

B: " W e l l , i t ' s kind of hard t o think of what you want to say? 

I : " I know i t i s . You 've gat so many things in your head you 
don ' t know what to say f i r s t , do you?1* 

Ei " L e t ' s s ee , what sha l l I t a lk a b o u t . " . . . . . . . 

I : "Why don' t you jus t s i t back and be comfortable and ta lk 
about anything that comes in to your mind. I should think that 
would be a good way," 

E: "You mean about my home, too?" 

m I : "Why yes , about anything. You s e e , i f I 'm going t o under-
^ stand the t e s t room, I 'm going to have to know the people in 

i t , and I ' l l a l so have to know a l o t about you, about your work, 
or your home, or anything you want to t e l l me. I d idn ' t t e l l 
Mary or Jenny or Theresa t h i s , but I was thinking yesterday, 
that i t might be a good idea to just t a l k about whatever 
came in to your h e a d . . . . . . ( e m p l o y e e coughs) Have you got a 
co ld?" 

E: " W e l l , I had a l i t t l e b i t of one yes terday, but i t seems 
to be worse today. I don' t know what makes me cough l i k e t h i s . " 
(employee has been coughing s t ead i ly and i t seems to be g e t t i n g 
w o r s e . ) 

I : "Why don ' t you go out and get a drink?" 

E: "Oh, i t w i l l be a l l r igh t in a minute. I don ' t Know what's 
the mat ter . I never cough l i k e t h i s . " 

I : " W e l l , w e ' l l just s i t here quiet u n t i l your throat gets a l l 
r i g h t , (employee continues to cough) L e t ' s go^ out t o the 

^ fountain . There ' s one r igh t outside h e r e . " 

E: "Al l r i g h t , I guess that would he b e t t e r . " 

^ They go to the fountain and have to wai t qui te a whi le 
f o r employee's coughing to s top . They go back t o the conrerance 
room. 
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S: " I don' t know what's the matter with my th roa t . Usually 
Trtien-I have a cold I jus t cough a l i t t l e b i t , but not l i k e 
t h i s . " 

I : ( laughing) " W e l l , I guess I ' l l have t o keep some cough , 
drops down here ." 

E: "They don' t help me much, not f o r the coughing. I guess 
the t rouble i s - do you know what June bugs are? They ' re those 
b ig bugs that f l y around l i g h t s . " 

I : w 0h, y e s . I used to see them when I ma a k i d . " 

E; "When I went to wash l a s t night there was one of those 
outside the window. You see, the l i g h t was on» and you know 
they ' r e apt to come i n . I f t h e r e ' s a l i t t l e hole fo r them t o 
crawl through, they get through, and I was a f ra id that i t would 
find a place to ge t through. They can squeeze through such a 
l i t t l e p l a c e . I turned o f f the l i g h t , and I just l e f t the . 
l i g h t shining in my -bedroom, but then when I got ready t o go 
i n to my bedroom, I heard one f l y i n g around the bedroom and g e e , 
was I scared!! Did I jump in to bed and cover myself upl I 
was so scared! Then I took o f f the l i g h t , and you know, I 
think they must be b l i n d , because a f t e r I took o f f the l i g h t , 
I heard i t drop. I t was making a funny no i se , l i k e i t was 
l y ing on i t ' s back, and k i ck ing , t r y i n g to turn ove r . I was 
so scared. Then I heard another one outs ide . Xou know., t h e r e ' s 
a l i g h t r ight outside my window and I heard one outside the 
window, t r y ing to get i n . Can you beat that? W e i l , b e l i e v e 
me, I was scared, and then you know, during the night the q u i l t 
got on the f l o o r . You know, my s i s t e r and I sor t o f k ick i t 
o f f , and when I woke up I was so co ld . I woke up in the middle 
of the n ight , and found the q u i l t wasn't over us, and I guess 
that 's how my cold got worse. I guess tha t ' s why I 'm coughing 
today. W e l l , you know, I reached out f o r that q u i l t , and a l l 
of a sudden I thought of the bug, and did I grab i t quick and 
throw i t over us!I I was so scared! I couldn' t f i nd i t anywhere 
th i s morning. I guess they hide themselves away so that you 
can ' t see them at a l l . I guess they won't b i t e you. I guess 
t he r e ' s nothing to hurt you about them, but they just scare me s o . " 
I don ' t know why i t i s . " 

E: "Yes , I am p re t t y scared. I ' m scared o f l i t t l e bugs, t o o . " 
(Employee s ta res through the window p e n s i v e l y . ) 

1 I : "Are you scared o f other things l i k e that?" 

if 
••V I : 
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S: rt0ii, I was just looking a t the f a n . . . . . . . watching i t go 
round and round. . ' . . . .and thinking how the aays are just l i k e 
that you come to work, then you go home a t n igh t , and 
then you eat and go to bed — and then you corae to work aga in 
the next day, and i t ' s the same thing over and over a l l the 
time. That ' s why I haven' t ve ry much to t e l l you. tgy l i f e 
i s n ' t very e x c i t i n g . I t ' s just the same th ing a l l the t ime, 
r e a l q u i e t . . . . . . . I don ' t know, other g i r l s come to work ana 
t e l l about r e a l e x c i t i n g th ings , hut I never seem to rind i t 
that way." 

I : "You d o n ' t ? " 

E: "No, I can do the same things they do, and i t doesn ' t 
mean-anything at a l l . " 

I : "How do you mean?" 

E: " ^ e l l , l i k e they say they go out d r i v i n g , ( g i g g l i n g ) They 
are so exc i t ed about i t . Of course, I suppose i t ' s because 
they r e a l l y care f o r the people t h e y ' r e w i th . i a aybe t ha t ' s why 
I don't get e x c i t e d . I just don ' t seem to care f o r the people 
I go out w i t h . I guess that must be the reason. I guess they 
must r e a l l y care fo r the f e l l o w s . , „ 

i : "You mean they do things l i k e going out r id ing with a r e l l o w , 
and then they come down to work a l l e x c i t e d . " 

E: "Yes, t h e y ' l l go out with someone, and then t h e y ' l l ge t so  
exc i t ed about i t , but when I go out r i d i n g with a r e l l o w , I don ' t 
f e e l that way. There 's nothing exc i t ing about i t , I don ' t know 
how they ge t so exc i t ed . I guess i t must be that . I t must 
be that they r e a l l y care for the person, and that I haven' t found 
anybody l i k e that y e t . Maybe tha t ' s what's the t rouble with me, 
that I don ' t get e x c i t e d . When 1 go out with a f e l l o w , i t ' s 
just l i k e going out with anybody," 

I : "Do they f e e l l i k e that with everybody they go out with?" 

E: "Oh no, not with everybody. I t seams i t ' s just a ce r ta in 
person. I have f r i ends that t e l l roe they g e t so exc i t ed about 
going out wi th someone, but i t must be because they r e a l l y care 
f o r them." 

I : "So you doa ' t g e t much exci tement ." 

E: "No, t h e r e ' s not much excitement i n my l i f e , but maybe I 
shouldn't express myself that way. Maybe I shouldn't expect 

4 things t o be e x c i t i n g . " 

I : "Do you remenfcer the story of Cindere l la?" 
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S: " Y e s . » 

I : " W e l l , i f you had a f a i r y Godmother l i k e thai;, and she 
should grant you the wish o f doing something e x c i t i n g , want 
would you do?" 

E: " I ' d want to be r ich f o r a week. I ' d want t o be r i ch fo r 
at l e a s t that t ime, just to know what i t would r e e l l i k e to do 
anything you would want t o , not to work. Of course, I aon ' t 
mind working. I suppose i f I had t o do that f o r a long time 
I ' d get awfully t i r e d o f i t , "but I think i t would he p re t t y 
n ice f o r a w h i l e . " 

I : "Why do you think you . d l i k e that best o f a l l ? " 

E: "Just because I*d l i k e to know what i t r e a l s l i ice to do 
things that r i ch people do. Of course, I know i t ' s always 
the things we can ' t have that we want. When you get them a l l 
the time you get uired of them. I suppose I ' d be that way, 
t o o , i f I were r i c h , but I ' d l i k e to know what i t f e e l s l i k e . " 

I : "You mean you*d l i k e to know what i t f e e l s l i k e not vo have 
^ to work, and to do what you*d want t o ? " 

£: "Yes , r o r a whi le anyway. At l e a s t for a week." 

I : " W e l l , then, i f you could do what you wanted t o , what would 
you do?" 

E: "Oh, I ' d do a l l the things that the r ich people ao . You 
know, you read about them. l ' d get up in the morning ana take 
a bath and get dressed, and then I ' d go r i d i n g . *ou know I 
mean horseback r i d ing . Ihey always do that before breakfast, 
don't they?" 

I : w Y e s , I guess some of them d o . r t 

E: "And then you'd come back and I guess you'd res t a w h i l e . 
Then you'd get dressed fo r dinner o r something l i k e tha t , and 
then maybe you'd play g o l f . Gee, I think that would be s w e l l , 
at l e a s t f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e . " . . . . . . • • 

I : "Say, I have a fr iend who's always asking everybody what 
I they 'd do i f ikey could have three wishes. What would you ao 

i f you could have three wishes come true?" 

S: " W e l l , I guess that would be one wish. I*d wish t o be 
r i c h f o r a t l e a s t a w e e k . ( e m p l o y e e i s quie t f o r a long 
t i m e . ) x 
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I : "You're thinking p r e t t y hard, a r en ' t you?" 

E: "Yes, i t ' s kind o f hard to know ishat you 'd w i s h . , ' . . • . . . 

I : "Can't you think what your second wish would oe?" 

E: "Oh, I don ' t know what to wish f o r ray secona wish. I 
get along a l l r i g h t . I t ' s r e a l n ice at work and I have a 
happy home, so I don' t r e a l l y wish f o r anything.'*. (quie t 
again f o r a long t i m e . ) 

I : "So you wouldn't have a second wish, huh?" 

E; "Wel l , things are p re t ty bad now, aren ' t they? I ' v e got 
a brother at home that wants to go t o school and he can ' t . 
He can ' t ge t a job to put him througi school . I ' d l i k e to 
have him have a chance to go t o school, and I ' v e got another 
brother t ha t ' s out of work. You know when there a ren ' t so 
many working, there are so many things you can ' t have. I 
wish we could have a few luxur ies . I t ' s p re t ty hard to have 
t o go without things a l l the t ime. Xou want things and you 
can ' t ge t them because there i s n ' t so much money coming i n , 
and then w e ' r e not working such long hours now. I t makes a 
l o t of d i f f e r ence because we used to work u n t i l f i v e o ' c lock 
and we used to get paid time and a ha l f f o r that ex t ra three 
quarters of an hour and that amounted t o a l o t . Then we 
used to work Saturday mornings f o r a whi le . We d idn ' t work 
Friday af ternoons, but now we ' re working again , so that he lps . " , 

I : "That makes qu i te a d i f f e r e n c e , does i t ? " 

E; " I ' l l say , about three d o l l a r s . " 

I : ''You can do a l o t of things with three d o l l a r s , can ' t you?" 

E: " I ' l l say. I t goes a long ways, lou can buy yourse l f some 
s i l k stockings and other things that you need. Why we used to 
make awful ly good money." 

I : "You d id?" 

E: "Tea, We never made l e s s than t h i r t y - f i v e d o l l a r s a week, 
but now i t makes a l o t o f d i f f e rence 

I : " I t makes a p r e t t y b i g d i f f e r e n c e , does i t ? " 

E: "Yes , i t majteea a d i f fe rence o f about ten d o l l a r s a weak." 

I : "Gee, that i s a l o t , i s n ' t i t ? " 
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E: " I ' l l say. I t means that you can ' t get a l o t of l uxur i e s . 
I wish things would pick up so we could ge t some l u x u r i e s . " . . . • 

I : "Just how do you mean you wish things would p ick up?" 

E. " W e l l , 1 wish business would pick up so my brother could 
get a job and then my brother that wants to go to school could 
g o . " 

I : "Oh, I see . I d i d n ' t know whether you meant you wished 
things would p ick up in the tes t room or g e n e r a l l y . " 

E: "No, I mean gene ra l ly , Things are a l l r i gh t in the t e s t 
room. Of course, we a ren ' t ge t t i ng nearly as much as we d i d , 
but the depression i s p r e t t y bad, i s n ' t i t ? There are 
so many people that c an ' t get anything to do. I t c e r t a in ly 
makes a d i f f e rence in our f ami ly , but then when you get a long 
r e a l w e l l a t home, i t ' s not so bad. That makes a l o t of 
d i f f e r e n c e . " 

I : " I ' l l s a y . . . . . So that would be your second wish, 
would i t ? " 

E: " W e l l , I think that would make a good f i r s t wish, because 
i t ' s more important that things pick up." 

I : "Are you thinking hard?" 

E: "About what?" 

I : "Oh, I thought you were thinking of what your th i rd wish 
was going t o be . " 

E: "No, I wasn't thinking about tha t . " 

I : "Maybe you think I 'm asking you t oo many quest ions ." 

E: "No, I don ' t think that a t a l l . That 's a l l t i g h t . I 
don't mind," 

I : " I thought maybe you thought I was being too i n q u i s i t i v e . " 

B : "Oh, n o . " 

I : " W e l l , what's your t h i rd wish going t o be?" 

E: " I ' l l wish that I could go on a r e a l n ice vacat ion t h i s year ." , 

I : "That 's a good i dea . " 

E: " I don ' t want to go t o a p lace l i k e I did l a s t y e a r . " 
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I : "Where did you go?" 

E: " I went up to a g i r l s ' camp a t Lake Geneva, and i t was too 
quiet there . They ' re too s t r i c t in a g i r l s ' camp, tfou have to 
do everything at a ce r t a in t ime. ¥ou have to go swimming a t a 
cer ta in hour, and you can ' t go in at any other t ime. They have 
a schedule fo r everyth ing . I ' d rather do things when I f e e l 
l i k e doing them. I ' d rather go to a r e so r t where I coula go 
in swimming whenever I ' d f e e l l i k e i t , anawiere I coula go in 
two or three times a day i f I wanted t o , and in the morning i f I 
wanted t o , instead of in the af ternoon." 

I : " I wonder why they did tha t . " 

E: " I don ' t know. They always made us go in a t the same t ime ." 
(complaining) 

I : "Did they ever t e l l you why?" 

E: "No, they never to ld us anything. We just had to do everything 
according to the s c h e d u l e . . . . . . O f course i f everybody in camp would 
go in a t a d i f f e r en t t ime, t hey 'd have to have the guards tore 
a l l the t ime. Maybe t h a t ' s why we a l l had t o go in a t the same 
t ime, because i t wouldn't be safe to have people there when the 
guards weren ' t there . I suppose t h a t ' s why they had to do i t 
that way t because they always had guards when we went in swimming." 

I : "Maybe that i s why." 

E: " I suppose so , but I ' d l i k e to have more things to do , " 

I : "How do you mean?" 

E: "Oh, I ' d l i k e t o be able t o do anything I ' d want to d o . " 

I ; "What would you do then?" 

E: . "Oh, I ' d do something e x c i t i n g , but I can ' t go to a r e so r t 
th i s year . I can ' t do anything l i k e t h a t , " . . . . . . * 

I : "Aren ' t there e x c i t i n g things you can do without ge t t ing your 
wish of being r ich?" 

E; "Oh, y e s , I suppose I can do some o f the things they do , 
l i k e p laying g o l f or go ing to dances, I do those sometimes." 

I : "You do?" 

f E; "Yes , once i n a w h i l e . " . . . . . . . . 

I : "So those a re your three wishes?" 

2 : " Y e s , I 
guess s o . " 
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I : " I s that the order you would wish them in?" 
•*>. ~ ' „ 

E: " W e l l , maybe I would wish tbe second one f i r s t . F i r s t I ' d 
wish that things would pick up so that my brother coula go to 
school and so that we coula get more th ings . I guess t ha t ' s 
the most important." 

I : "So you'd put that f i r s t , would you?'7 

E: "Yes, I think i t would be se l f i sh to put the other oases 
f i r s t , don ' t you?" 

I : "So you would want to be s e l f i s h , huh?" 

E; "No. The other one's more important, i s n ' t i t ? " 

I : "Yes , I guess so. 

E; " W e l l , l e t ' s see now, what can I t e l l you about .tne t e s t 
room? I ' v e been here a long time. I t doesn ' t seem p o s s i b l e . 
I t ' s nearly e ight years now, I was in the department f o r about 
three and a h a l f years . I a l r ays got along v e r y w e l l there . 
Of course I worked a l l the t ime. 

"You know, when I was there I was very qu i e t . I d idn ' t 
have much to say when, I was in the department. I always gave 
my a t t e n t i o n t o my w>rk. I guess tha t ' s why I got along so 
w e l l with the boss. You know, i f you work you get along f i n e . 

"But then when they opened the tes t room they put me in 
there . Of course, I wanted that type o f work. The l a s t two 
years they have changed two or the g i r l s . Everybody i n there 
now i s not the same as when i t f i r s t s ta r ted . Mary and Jenny, 
you know, you talked to them^didn't go i n wi th the r e s t o f us. 

"You know, we f o o l around so much i n there ana we have such 
a good t ime . Before I went i n the t e s t room I d idn ' t used t o 
go out very much, and now I go out a l o t . You know, i f you 
don ' t go out you ' r e not so happy. You're more qu ie t . 

"Of course, I l i k e i t in the t e s t room You know we 
have no bosses . That's kind of n i ce because there i s nobody 
watching you foo l ing around a l l the time. Of course I know 
they couldn ' t do that in the b ig departments. You know, i f 
they had th ings that way in the b i g departments, the g i r l s 
would take advantage of them, but when t h e r e ' s no boss, you 
can f o o l around as much as you want t o . Of course, we make a 
l o t of money i n the t e s t room and. that makes i t so much n i c e r . 
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"Another thing that we l i k e i s that i n the test room you can 
^ put your p iece parts anywhere you l i ke . *ou know, in a depart-

ment you can ' t do tha t . You know, in the department they have 
a ce r t a in way o f doing th ings , Then you Know sometimes you 
don' t l i k e t o do them that way. You just don't take to them 
that way, hut you can' t p lace them where you want t o . 'You know, 
everybody has ways which they can do things b e t t e r , and they 
don ' t always know. I t makes i t so much eas ie r i f you put them 
where you want t o . 

"You know, l i k e we have those j i g s , that we p lace the parts 
on. V/e can put our par ts anywhere we want t o on the j i g s , 
but i n the department they can ' t do tha t . Of course, maybe 
they can out there now. I didn 't work there so very long, 
and they may have changed since I l e f t . Out there they claim 
that by putt ing parts on the j i g s you drop them e a s i e r . W e l l , 
you know, i f anyone comes up to. the test room and looks a t the 
f l o o r , sometimes i t does look p re t ty d i r t y , and in the department 
the f loor i s always r ea l c lean. I n the t e s t room we never have 
t o p ick anything up unless i t ' s a b ig part you know. I f i t ' s 
just one of the small parts we never pay any a t t en t ion t o i t . 

"We're making a l o t more money and we f e e l b e t t e r since we ' r e 
^ in the test room. Why you know, when the department just makes 

about f i f t y percent , we make ninety or n i n e t y - f i v e or a hundred 
percen t , and you know, tha t ' s a b i g d i f f e r e n c e . . . . . 

"You know, i f someone comes t o work with something on t h e i r 
minds, i t makes a d i f f e rence to t e l l i t t o someone. You can 
work better with a f r e e mind, but have a happy home, so t he re ' s 
nothing t h e r e . • • • • • 

"Another th ing , i f you don't f e e l l i k e working you don ' t 
have t o , and you can ' t do that i n the department, but i n the 
t e s t room you don ' t get bawled out f o r i t . You know how i t i s . Some­
times you don ' t f e e l good and then other times you f e e l good and 
you kind o f step on i t , and we can make more money the re , too 

" In the t e s t room we a l l get a long n i c e , t o o . (Jfoployee 
has another s p e l l of coughing. In te rv iewer hears her say under 
her breath, 'Oh damn!') 

I : (toughing) "What's that I heard you say?" 

E: (laughs but says nothing) "We've been p lay ing tennis l a t e l y , 
and I guess t h a t ' s how I got ray co ld i n the f i r s t p l a c e . We got 
r ea t hot p lay ing tennis the other day, and I drank some cold water . 
They say that l i i a t ' s apt to cause a cold . W e l l , I can ' t 

-f think of anything e l se that I could t e l l you I guess I ' v e t o l d 
you everything that I have t o s a y . " 



• 
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RECORD OE INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room July 7 , 1931, 
Recorded by: I . . Rousseau Operator No. 4. 

In te rv iew No. 2. 

In te rv iewer meets employee a t conference room. 

I : " I t i s not so bad down here th i s morning, i s i t ? " 

E: "No, and i t i s nice and cool outside th i s m o r n i n g . " . . . . . . 

"Say, wasn't i t t e r r i b l e l a s t week? But I d i d n ' t f a i n t . " 
( laughing) 

I : "You d idn ' t ? Good f o r you ." 

E: "No, and I d idn ' t come near to i t . None o f us did i n the 
t e s t room." 

I : "That 's good . " 

E: "But we were down to the hospi ta l Wednesday afternoon and 
j u s t standing there a few minutes. You should have seen a l l 
the g i r l s they took by. They took them by jus t as fas t as 
they could t o the hospi ta l and they would jus t leave them a t the 
hospi ta l and hurry r igh t back with the chair . Why they were just 
coming as f a s t as they could. Just to watch them a few minutes 
longer would have been enough to make you f a i n t . They were so 
busy at the h o s p i t a l . They doctor said i f the hot weather kept 
up they would shut down the plant . I t sure was t e r r i b l e wasn't 
i t ? I never heard of anything l i k e that b e f o r e . " 

i s "You never did?" 

E: "No, I don ' t think i t ever was that bad before , not s ince I 
I have been here . I ' v e never heard of so many g i r l s f a i d i n g . Say, 
j I 'm ge t t ing p r e t t y tan aren ' t I and I was only out one day. Would 
! you "Slink axyone could get t i i is much in one day? I t was the f i r s t 
J time I had been out and people kept saying to me, 'How many times 

have you been out to get the tan? f and I sa id , 'What tan? This i s 
the f i r s t day' I ' v e been out t h i s season." You know how you can' t 
see i t while y o u ' r e s t i l l out. Of course i t was kind o f red a t 

\ f i r s t and i t hurt a l i t t l e . " 
1 m 
t m i j " i t did?" 

t 
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E: " I t just hurt on the shoulder blades though. The next day 
already I t was a l l brown. You should see Mary. She came In 
yesterday a l l b l i s t e r s . She got i t over the week-end." She 
said she go t i t Saturday but I don ' t see how she couid^ do you? 
I t was so c o o l Saturday. Why i t was so c o o l I d idn ' t even think 
o f going t o the beach a l l v /eek-end." 

I : "Where did she go?" 

E: "Out to Jackson Park." 

I : " I was over there too and I d i d n ' t ge t a burn but then we 
went kind Of l a t e . " 

"She i s r ea l l i g h t i s n ' t she?" 

E: "Yes , when people are r e a l l i g h t they burn so easy. I 
guess you don ' t have to be out in the sun ve ry much to burn 
when y o u ' r e l i g h t , do you?" 

I : " I heard of a f e l l o w yes terday that was out just hair an 
hour and was burned. Of course he was very f a i r . " 

E: "He must have been. You should see my brother , not the one 
that i s out of work but the one that i s in te res ted in school . 
He has had so much education already but he can ' t go now oecause 
he can ' t get anything to do. He wants to work and earn h i s way 
through schoo l . He i s a l l through now but c o l l e g e you know. 
My other brother was working but b e ' s been out or work f o r some 
t ime. They go swimming a l o t . Of course one o f them has h i s 
vacat ion now and he goes swimming a l o t . Oh, he i s so Drown. 

"He i s the handiest boy around the house, -^e has been doing 
a l o t of papering and paint ing l a t e l y . Mother wanted t o ge t 
the house f i x e d up so he papered and painted and varnished. 
You should have seen him hang that paper. He was just l i k e a 
regular paper hanger. The house looks wonderful now. 

"He has some fr iends - t h e y ' r e a young married couple and they 
have a l i t t l e bungalow and they wanted t o ge t i t f i xed up. They 
wanted t o get i t papered and painted and varnished so they asked 
my brother t o do i t . He had never done anything l i k e that before 
but he did such a s w e l l job on i t that i t looks just wonderful. 
We went over to look a t i t and my mother said when she saw i t , 
' W e l l , y o u ' r e going to have another one to d o . ' You Know we 
l i v e in a bungalow but we own the house next door . There are 
two s t o r i e s t o i t . There a re some people upstairs and some down­
s t a i r s , so that i s the one my brother d id . The one we ' re l i v i n g 
i n d idn ' t need paper y e t . You know how you have to clean every 
y e a r . Of course i t doesn' t need paper every y e a r . Sometimes a l l 
you have t o do i s c lean the mLl paper and i t doesn ' t need pa in t ­
ing every y e a r . You can wash the paint but he cleaned i t a l l . 

t 

I 
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You know how people a r e . I f you l e t them do i t themselves they 
&o i t any way and then maybe the next people don't l i k e i t , so 
my mother decided to have my brother do i t . Of course she l e t 
them pick out the paper they l i ked and everything l i k e that . 
He i s such a b i g h e l p . " 

"Do you know where X quarry i s ? " 

I : " I don ' t b e l i e v e I do.1* 

E: "Wel l , I don' t know just where i t i s but i t i s a big quarry 
that people go swimming in . You know how they do. They s t r ike 
a spring in a quarry and then i t i s not any gooa any more f o r a 
quarry'because i t f i l l s up with water . W e l l , I guess that must 
be a r e a l b i g one. Of course i t i s dangerous. Not very many 
people go there because only r e a l good swimmers • can go . I t 
wouldn't be safe for anyone to go there that couldn ' t swim good. 
W e l l , my brother has been going out there a l o t and he saved a 
man from drowning the other day." 

I : "He did?" 

E: "Yes , there was a man way out . He y e l l e d for help and none 
of the people on shore paid any a t ten t ion t o him so my 
brother saw an inner tube that was near by and he threw i t out 
to the man and to ld him to hang on to i t and then he went out ana 
brought him i n . The man was so scared that he lay on the beach 
f o r about two hours afterwards just shaking. 

"You know there was a g i r l that nearly drowned a t a place where 
some fe l lows from Western E l e c t r i c were and they had to bring her 
to by a r t i f i c i a l r e sp i r a t i on , and you know she was ge t t ing better. 
She was s t a r t ing to breathe but her parents were a f r a id that i t 
would be the death of her. You know they were from Europe and 
they don't know how things a re . You know how people from Europe 
a re . They d idn ' t understand i t so they wouldn't l e t them go on and 
she died. Wasn't that too bad?" 

I : "Wasn't that a shame?" 

E: "Yes, because they were doing her some good already and then 
they made them s t o p . . . . . . . . . . . 

"Jty brother only f in ished paint ing about a week ago, so now 
he has got more t ime. He said now he i s going t o get a r e a l tan. 
I s a id , ' W e l l , what do you c a l l what you have?' Why you Know I 
am just white compared to them, 

Fo l lowing conversat ion i s very animated. 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 



/ 

I . R . 7/7/31 Cont 'd. 4 . 04-8. 

"My brothers are t ry ing to teach me t o swim but I am just 
scared to death. I don't see how I ' l l ever learn t o swim. I 
would be a f ra id to l e t myseir go in the water . Fy brothers t r i ed 
to teach me. Sometimes when I am f l o a t i n g my brother w i l l just dive on 
top of me and take me down to the bottom. Of course he grabs me 
r i g h t away and I grab him so I am not scared. He brings me r ight 
up. He says he i s t ry ing to get me so I won't be afra id of the 
water, and you know what they do? They d ive underneath and then 
they grab a hold or my f e e t and pu l l me under and you Know I always 
fo rge t t o hold my breath. I always come up with my nose f u l l of 
water and oh, i t f e e l s t e r r i b l e . I just can't remember not to 
breathe. 

I : "So t h e y ' r e t ry ing to teach you how to swim." 

E: "Yes, but I'm a f ra id I ' l l never l ea rn . " 

I : "You say you can f l o a t . " 

E: "Yes, I l i k e to f l o a t . " 

I : "Do you f l o a t on your bacs?" 

E: "Yes, I f l o a t on my back." 

I : "Haven't you ever t r i ed taking any strokes wnen you ' r e on your 
back?" 

E: M0h, I wiggle my hands a l i t t l e and I can go a l i t t l e ways 
tha t -vay." 

I : " Y e s , i f you make your hands go th is way ( i l l u s t r a t i n g ) just 
a l i t t l e more they c a l l i t s cu l l i ng . That i s r e a l easy, but you 
can bring your arms up l i k e th i s ( i l l u s t r a t i n g ) and your l e g s 
l i k e t h i s and i t i s the easies t stroke there is as long as you 
can f l o a t . " 

E: " I don ' t know what makes me so a f r a i d . There are so many 
things that can happen in the w a t e r . " . . . . . . . . . . 

I : " I guess everyone i s a f ra id before they 've learned how to 
swim, a r e n ' t they?" 

E: "Yes , they a r e . " • 

In te rv iewer t e l l s o f how she got over her f e a r or the 
water . " 

E: "That was a r e a l good way but there i s so much water i n 
the l a k e . " ( laughing) " I t ' s so b i g . " 
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I : "One nice thing about the lake is that you don ' t have to go 
•T; s t ra igh t out when you ' r e learning. You could go out to below 
^ your shoulders and swim along even with the shore." 

E:. " Y e s , that i s ' a good idea. Say, did you hear about a l l the 
people drowning l a t e l y ? I don' t know about r i gh t here but in 
Indiana there were a l o t of people drowned. I t was from the 
undercurrent." 

I : "Was that in Lake Michigan?" 

E: " I don't know where i t . was. I t was i n Indiana. There i s a 
g i r l that worked a t Western that went out over the week-end and 
when she came home she found her brother was dead. He was 
drawn in by the undercurrent and they haven' t found h i s body 
y e t . " . . . • • • • • 

I : "Was he a good swimmer?" 

E: "Yes , he was a r e a l good swimmer. They say the undercurrent 
has -drawn in quite a few peop le . " 

% I : "Yes , the waves were pret ty high the l a s t few days. I f e l t 
the undercurrent yesterday down a t the sand d u n e s . . . . . .That was 
i n Indiana." 

E: "Where were you?" 

I : "We were near M i l l e r ' s beach." 

E: "One of the g i r l s in the t e s t room went out there a week 
ago . She was just out fo r one day but she d idn ' t l i k e i t very 
w e l l . She said there are no t r ee s or shade or anything. I 
should think that would be rea l funny. I t would be l i k e being 
in the deser t , wouldn't i t ? " 

I : "Yes , i t would be sort of that way." 

E; " i « d l i k e to go and see i t sometimes. I ' v e never been t he r e . " 

I : " I think you would find i t i n t e r e s t i n g . " 

" I suppose when I come back from my vacat ion I ' l l f ind you 
£ swimming." 

E: "Oh, I don ' t know. I f I can ever get over being scared of 
the wa te r , " 

I 
I : " I guess i t i s a l i t t l e harder t o learn when one i s o l d e r , 
i s n ' t i t ? " 
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E: " I s i t ? " 

I : "We l l , I was just thinking how easy i t i s f o r most chi ldren 
to l e a rn . " 

E: ' Y e s , the kicis from our house go swimming a l l the t ime. I t 
i s just nothing to them. You should see one of my s i s t e r s . She 
just waits f o r the waves to come and then she jumps in them. 
She loves i t . " 

I : "Did you say one of your s i s te rs?" 

E: " Y e s . " 

I : "Are those your s i s t e r ' s children that go in that way?" 

E: " N o . " . . . . . . . 

I : "Weren't you t e l l i n g me you had two married s i s t e r s?" 

E: "No, I have two married brothers . I have a young brother 
who i s just ten years o l d . He l i ked to go swimming too and then 
my younger s i s t e r i s t h i r t een years o ld and the next one i s 
f i f t e e n . She i s going in to high school in the f a l l . One of 
my o lder brothers i s twenty-one 

I : " I suppose he i s the one that has been going to school?" 

E: "No, that i s the older one. The one that l i k e s to go t o 
school in twenty-six or twenty-seven. He i s qui te o l d . I t i s 
the other one that has been working that i s twenty-one." . 

"You know my mother doesn ' t l i k e i t when we go swimming. 
She says, *0h, y o u ' r e in the water a l l the t i m e . ' She scolds 
us f o r going so much. You know how old people a re sometimes,, 
They can ' t see why you l i k e to go swimming. She says, 'Say 
y o u ' r e in the water a l l the t i m e . ' She scolas us f o r going 
so much. You know how o ld people are sometimes. They can ' t 
see why you l i k e to go swimming. She says , ' Y e s , you go swimming 
a l l t he time* and y o u ' l l come home d e a d . ' 1 . . . . . . . 

I : " I suppose she worries about you. 

E: "Oh, Yes , i f we come home l a t e she wor r i e s . " ( laughing) 

"A week from today w i l l be vaca t ion , won't i t ? " 

I : "That 's r i g h t . " 

E: "Some o f us g i r l s a re ©Ding t o %et together during vaca t ion . 
Bava you ever bean to South Haven?" 
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I : "Yes , I have . " 

Iv E: "How did you l i k e i t ? " 

I : " I haven' t been there fo r about eight years but i t was r e a l 
n ice then." 

E: "We're going to take an excursion boat over to South Haven. 
I don' t know i f there i s much to see there but w e ' l l , have three 
or four hours. I suppose we can take our swimming suits can ' t 
we, and coo l o f f ? I t w i l l be refreshing anyway." 

I : "Yes, indeed. I t ' s a very p re t ty town." 

E: " I s i t ? " 

I : "Yes , I used t o l i v e with a g i r l that l i v e d there and I went 
home with her once. I used to go there other times t o o . " 

E: "one time we went to St . Joe and. Benton Harbor. Have you 
ever been there?" 

I : " l went up to Benton Harbor a couple of weeks a g o . " 

E: "Did you see' the men with the long hair running the s t ree t 
cars and everything?" 

I : " I d idn ' t not ice the s t ree t cars but we went out and saw 
the i r p lace and saw a l o t o f men with long ha i r and long beards." 

E: " I wonder why t hey ' ve got long ha i r that way. Do you know 
why i t i s ? " 

I : " I ' v e never heard w h y . " . . . . . . . 

E: " I wonder why they would do t h a t • " . . . . . . . . 

I : " I suppose i t i s connected with t he i r r e l i g i o n in some way. 
You know the House of David i s a re l ig ious .organiza t ion don't 
you?" 

E; "Yes, I suppose tha t ' s i t . " ( In te rv iewer t e l l s o f s imi lar 
sect in S e a t t l e ) 

E: " I s n ' t that f u n n y ? " , . . . . . . . . W e went around t h e i r p l a c e . " 

I : "On the T o o n e r v i l l e t r o l l e y ? " ( laughing) 

E: "Yes, we went around t w i c e . We had a l o t o f fun so we just 
went around a second t i m e . . . . . . . . W e ' r e go ing to get together during 
vaca t i on . I guess w e ' l l go t o the beach t o o . " 
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I : "You mean the g i r l s from the tes t room?" 

E: "Yes, we usually do that How long are you going to 
take on your vaca t ion , two weeks?" 

I : " I was going to take a month but I think I ' l l just take 
three weeks n o w . , . . . . . . . ( l a u g h i n g ) ' I f I d idn ' t see you fo r a 
month you 'd f o r g e t a l l about what you did during vaca t ion . " 

E: "Yes, that i s r i g h t . . . . . . . . 1 wonder where Lorraine -
I mean Miss Chambers i s . ^he must be having a wonaerful t r i p . " 

I : "She must b e . " . . . . . W e l l , I guess i t i s about time f o r 
us to be g e t t i n g back, i s n ' t i t , Wanda?" 

E: " Y e s , I guess w e ' l l just about get there . The next time 
I see you I ' l l have an awful l o t to t e l l you, won't I ? " 

I T Y O P W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room August 14, 1931. 
Recorded by: I , Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 3 . 

When interviewer ca l l ed f o r employee i n the t e s t room, 
supervisor said: "Here i s something you may be in teres ted in 

knowing about f/aneta. Her production has r a i l e d way down th i s 
week, I don ' t know A e t h e r i t i s because she went out t o R i v e r -
view Tuesday night o r not . I thought you might l i k e t o know 
how her production stands i n case she t e l l s you about i t . You 
know she is supposed to be coming up. near to Jennie, and she 
was even lower than Anna." 

(Employee i s very quiet t o d a y . ) 

E. " I don ' t know what's the matter with me t h i s week. I have 
the most t e r r i b l e f e e l i n g . You know usually when you go out 
over the week*end you l i k e to get to bed ea r ly on Mono.ay -
Monday night we had company, and I d idn ' t get to bed e a r l y , 
and Tuesday night we a l l went out to R ive rv i ew , and we d idn ' t 
get home very e a r l y , and the next r I was out kind of l a t e , 
t oo . I thought I was going t o get i t caught up long ago , but 
i t just seems l i k e I haven ' t . A l l t h i s week I have f e l t just 
t e r r i b l e , My e y e l i d s are so heavy, and I 'm so t i r e d I can ' t 
work. You know out at Riverview - have you ever been out there?" 

I : "No, I haven ' t , and I ' v e always wanted t o . I 'm going t o 
go b e f o r e the thing c l o s e s . " 

E: " W e l l , they have the s l ides that go up and down, and on 
some o f them you have to hang on r e a l hard. You know at f i r s t 
i t seems t e r r i b l e . Of course when you go there a l o t you don't 
get a t h r i l l out of i t anymore. W e l l , Monday, my arms were a l l 
t i r ed from hanging on. Anyway I got a t h r i l l , ( l a u g h i n g ) . . . . . . 
But I ' m going to catch up t o n i g h t . . . . . . . . . . . . I ' m going to bed 
r ea l e a r l y . . . . . . . . . 

"Usually when I s leep on Saturday I think I ' m wasting t ime. 
I l i k e t o get up early and g e t things done because then I don' t 
f e e l l i k e I 'm wasting t ime. I l i k e to get up ear ly and get things 
done because then I don ' t f e e l l i k e I ' m wasting time but I can 
sleep a l l day tomorrow and I wouldn't f e e l that way. ( laughing) 
I think that would be n i c e , but I have too many things t o do 
Say, what are a l l those people doing out there?" 

I : " I think they are going to get l a i d o f f . " 

E: "Rea l ly? Sey, that ' s too bad, i s n ' t i t ? I wonder what t h e y ' l l 
a l l do now. I t ' s a l l r i g h t i f t hey 've got a home to go t o . I f 
y o u ' v e go t a home, they can alv.ays take care o f you somehowj at 
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l e a s t , you 've got a r o o f over your head .You can always manage 
to ge t something to e a t . ( laughing) I t i s p re t ty hard on some 
of these people that don' t l i v e in town . . . D o you know 
Lorraine - Miss Chambers?" 

I : " Y e s . " 

E: " W e l l , ' y o u know there may be a chance that she w i l l be l a i d 
o f f ; in f a c t , there is a very s l i g h t chance that she may s tay." 

I : " I s that so?" 

1: "Yes , she f e e l s p r e t t y bad about i t . I wonder what she i s 
going to do She hasn' t anyone here t o go back t o . She 
couldn' t keep up her p lace there now. I f her -folks l i v e d here , 
i t would be d i f f e r e n t . . . . . . . . S h e was saying something about there 
being another job she might g e t , " . . . . . . . M a y b e she would ge t o n e . . " . . . 

I : "Maybe she w i l l . " . 

E: " I guess she can f ind one because there are l o t s o f things 
that she can d o . " 

l~. I : "Yes , t h a t ' s r i g h t . " 

E: " I wonder what these people are going t o do when they have 
to get the i r coal and everything 

" I had a r e a l nice time on my v a c a t i o n . " 

I : "Did you?" 

E: "Yes , i t was a change - something so d i f f e r e n t . " 

i s " I s that so?" 

E: " ^ e l l , I mean you weren ' t working. You were going some place 
. every day Of course I suppose i f you had •voatay home a l l the 

time you wouldn't l i k e i t so w e l l . I suppose i f you were l a i d 
o f f ( laughing) and you couldn ' t look forward to going to work 
you wouldn't enjoy i t . . . O f course, i t would be d i f f e r en t 
i f you had a l o t of money." 

I : "Would i t be d i f fo ren t with you?" 
I 

E: " I ' l l say. ( laughing) . . . . . . . O f course there are cases where 
people get t i r e d o f bfting a t home - even then. I have heard o f 
such c a s e s . . . . • • . I suppose that can h a p p e n . . . . . . 

r 
" I d idn ' t ge t in to the water as much as I wanted t o during 

vaca t ion . I d idn ' t ge t much more tan. But then, I don ' t know as 
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I would want anymore, because i t takes i t so long to wear o f f , and 
^ I don ' t l i k e i t when you s tar t wearing dark th ings , then tan looks 

so f u n n y . * . . . . . • • • • • . . 

"The professor was here the other day - d id you know that?" 

I : ' Y e s , I heard he was." 

E: "Even he mentioned that I had a good t a n . " . . . . . . . . 

I : " I don' t think i t i s qu i te as dark as when I saw you l a s t . " 

E: " I think I 'm l i g h t e r , t o o . You know i t ' s funny. I meet some 
people and they say - oh, how tan you^are , and I think I ' m kind 
o f l i g h t . . . . . . . . I t seemed l i k e every time we planned to go 
somewhere during vaca t ion , i t r a ined . " 

I : "Did i t ra in much here?" 

E: " W e l l , i t happened two or three t imes . We were already to go 
and we couldn' t g o . Then i t was cold for a w h i l e , and you know 
you never think o f the beach when i t i s co ld , so I d i d n ' t get 

v swimming much. . • • • • • • • • •* 

" I was out qui te a b i t the f i r s t week and I d i d n ' t ge t much 
s l e e p . Then, the next week i t was funny. I would l i e down and I 
d idn ' t ge t much s l eep . • • • • • Y o u know i t i s n ' t l i k e me befiause 
I can go to s leep before I l i e down - before I even know how I 
am going to lay I f a l l as leep , and I s leep so hard that my mother 
has t o shake me to wake lae up in the morning, but I would l i e down 
and I just couldn ' t go t o s l e e p . I don ' t know why i t was. Maybe 
i t was because I couldn't s leep very much the week e e i G i ^ I guess 
maybe I jus t d idn ' t need i t . 

" I went t o three movies the f i r s t w e e k . • • • • • • • • • I don ' t care 
f o r movies i n the summer t ime ." 

I : "You don ' t ?" 

E: "No, I would rather be out in the fresh a i r . I t always seems 
too bad to me to go into a dark p lace when you can be outside where 
you have sunshine and fresh a i r . But i t i s n i ce and-cool in the 
theatre i n the summer t i m e . " . . . . . . . . 

I : "What shows did you see?" 

r E: " I saw *A Free Soul ' and ———and — — - — . I would much 
1 rather be out o f doors. That 's why I l i k e to go swimming. I guess 

I should say play i n the water - not swim. I don ' t know, I ' m so 
scared ." 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 



I . R . 8-14-31 Cont 'd. 4. .., 04-3. 

I : "Didn't you learn t o swim?" 

E: "No. W e l l , I 'm be t t e r than I was, but I s t i l l just can ' t 
go into the water, and s ta r t r i gh t o f f . I have to hang around 
somebody's neck, and then I s t re tch out in the water and put 
my hands out and I ' m a l l r i g h t , but I couldn't just jump r i g h t 
i n and s ta r t going. I ' v e g o t t o hang on somebody's neck and 
then I get s t a r t ed . " 

I : "How do you mean?" 

E: "Wel l , I put my arm around h is neck, see, and then I l i e 
on the top and then I s t i ck my arms out l i k e t h i s , and then 
I can s tar t swimming." 

I : " I wonder why i t i s that you have to put your arm around 
h i s neck in order, to get started o f f . What's the d i f f e rence 
between that and s t a r t i ng o f f ? " 

E: "Wel l , they put t h e i r hand on my stomach to r e s t me sea 
and then when I get s ta r ted o f f , I ' m a l l r i g h t . Maybe I w i l l 
l earn sometime. I guess i t ' s kind o f hard to l ea rn when you ' re 
o l d e r , i s n ' t i t ? I don' t know. I never went into the water 
when I was a k i d . My kid s i s te r s go . You know how people from 
Europe are - my mother was a f r a id to have us go , so I had to go 
out fo r myself and see . Then I came home and to ld her . They 
don ' t understand i t unless there i s someone to t e l l , i t seems. 
Now she l e t s my kid s i s t e r s go . She 's changed a l o t . " 

i s "She has?" 

E: "Yes, she used to be af ra id t o l e t us g o . I f we don ' t 
get home u n t i l l a t e she w o r r i e s . . . . . . . W h a t kind of a vacat ion 
did you have?" 

I : "Oh, I had a nice vaca t ion . " ( t e l l i n g something of her v a c a t i o n . ) 

E: "That was n i c e . . . . . . . . I wonder i f the stock i s going t o go down." 

I : "How do you mean?" 

| E: " W e l l , with t h e i r laying so many people o f f , they have to g i v e 
! a l o t o f those people their money back, and I wonder i f the stock 

T won' t go down." 

I : "They say there are going t o be about 2500 people l a i d o f f , 
and I suppose a l o t o f those don' t have stock but I suppose the 

L company i s wealthy enough t o be able to pay a few thousand without 
no t ic ing i t . " 
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E: " Y e s , - I suppose s o . " 

I : " I don' t know that i t would a f f e c t the stock market, besides 
t h e y ' l l t ry not to s e l l t h e i r stock t ha t ' s paid up." 

E: "No, t h e y ' l l try t o keep what they paid up. 

"You know I can' t f i gu re out how i t i s that some people have 
so much and others haven' t got anything. I know I was down on 
52nd and the other day with cars coming from the race t rack, 
and you never saw so many b i g cars with p r i v a t e chauffeurs. I t 
sure d idn ' t look as though they had to go wi thout . I never saw so 
many cars , why i t took them almost an hour to get by. You couldn't 
get across. I guess they don't have to worry about not having 
enough moneyI I heard the people on the s t ree t car t a l k i n g and 
some were t e l l i n g how much they l o s t and some o f them how much 
they won. One man got a $2.00 t i c k e t and he made $22.00 o f f i t . 
What do you know about that f o r making money! But I suppose 
f e l l ows with b i g cars wouldn' t think of put t ing $2.00 i n . I 
suppose they put in $ 1 0 0 . . . . . . . . . M y brother used to wors around 
the race t rack . He cleaned the cars there , and there was a f e l l o w 
that worked there a l l t h e t ime, and he used to get t i p s . You 
know i t seems l i k e they know which horse is going t o win. I 
think that 's funny. There must be some d i r t y work a bout i t , 
but they almost always know which horse i s going to win . This 
f e l l o w used to g i v e my brother t i p s and t e l l him who i s going to 
win, so one day my brother to ld a f e l l o w that bets out there who 
was going to win that day, and t h i s f e l l o w bet on him. Say, he 
made a l o t of money. He made way up in the thousands and he gave 
my brother a do l l a r - imagine that? ' He gaye him a whole do l l a r ! 
( s a r c a s t i c a l l y ) But, of coarse, the kid thought i t was a l o t . 
That was s eve ra l years a g o . " • • • • • • « • • . 

I : "Weren't you t e l l i n g me that you have a brother 15 and 10?" 

E: "No, that must have bean one of the other g i r l 3 . I got three 
brothers - two of them a re out of work - one i s 27 and one i s 21 . 
The other i s 18 and he i s working h e r e . I don ' t know how he Keeps 
on. He doesn ' t have very much s e r v i c e . Of course, my other brother 
used t o be here , t o o , but he got l a i d o f f . I don' t know how he 
got l a i d o f f , and the other one s tayed ." 

I : "Was he here longer?" 

E: "They were here about the same t ime . This one i s i n the 
o f f i c e . I don ' t know, maybe they haven' t go t t o l ay ing o f f so 
much i n the o f f i c e . " 

I : " I guess i t does depend somewhat on where you a r e . " 
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E: " I l o s t f i v e pounds on my v a c a t i o n . " . . . . . . 

I : "You did?" 

E: " Y e s . " 

I : " I gained f i v e . " 

E: "Oh, d id you?" 

I : " I must have gained the f i v e you l o s t . " 

E: ( laughing) "Well , no Miss Chambers said she picked them 
up somewhere, so I guess the re wasn*t any l e f t over f o r you. 
You must have picked them up from soBBbocty e l s e . . . . . . . . 

" I must s e t my hair t o n i g h t . I used t o have i t set a l l the 
t ime. The p l ace ^here I had a permanent they only charge 
50^ to shampoo i t and se t i t i f you have your permanent t he re . 
You knc*j you don' t miss 50^ every two weeks but I only have 
i t set now when I 'm going some p l a c e , " 

I : "Wel l , I guess we w i l l have t o he g e t t i n g hack, Wanda." 

E: "Anyway, I don ' t have that t e r r i b l e f e e l i n g any more, I 
guess i t was the r e s t , . But my e y e l i d s f e e l heavy. I ' m going 
to bed r e a l ea r ly t on igh t . " 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau 

August 27, 1931, 
Operator No. 4. 

In te rv iew No, 4 . 

I : " I w i l l have to dust o f f this chair ca re fu l ly so you won't 
get that white dress d i r t y , " 

E: "Yes , i t would show a l o t on t h i s , wouldn't i t ? I had to 
put on something clean so I put th i s on. My mother starched 
i t awfully s t i f f . I l i k e to have a l i t t l e starch in i t , but 
when I took i t o f f the hanger this morning, you should have 
seen i t . I just crawled in to i t so careful so I wouldn't muss 
i t . I had some c o f f e e th i s morning and I stood up so I wouldn't 
get any wrinkles in i t , " ( laughing) 

» 

I : ( laughing) " I t is too bad that you have to s i t down here ." 

E: "Oh, I have been s i t t i n g down a couple of hours working, so 
i t doesn't make any d i f f e r e n c e . " . . . * . . . . 

I : "Don't you eat any breakfast, Wanda?" 

E: "Oh, I never care f o r breakfast . I never think of ea t ing 
anything. Once in a whi le i f I f e e l cold in the morning, I w i l l 
drink something, but I don ' t seem t o need i t . Last night when 
I was going home I f e l t kind of hungry, but I just thought I wouldn't 
eat anything, so I went to bed without eating any food . So t h i s 
morning thought I might be too hungry i f I wai ted and I drank 
some c o f f e e . I t f e l t kind of cold i n the house th is morning, t o o . 
You know, i t i s so damp today. I t i s so foggy out . Of course I 
come to work so ea r ly in the morning that i t i s that w a y . " , . . . . . . 

I : "Yes, I l e ave the house pre t ty early t o o . " 

E: "When do you l e ave?" 

I : "We l l , t h i s morning I l e f t a t seven." 

E: w Y e s , that i s p r e t t y e a r l y . " . . . . . . . , 

I : "How d id you mean f e e l i n g hungry on your way home l a s t n ight , 
ao you mean a f t e r work?" 

E: "No, I went out l a s t n igh t , I went to church On the 
way home I f e l t hungry, but I just said to myself that I wouldn't 
eat anything. You know some people say that i t bothers your 
s leep . . . . . . . O f course i t doesn ' t bother my s leep when I e a t . 
I just f a l l a s l eep even i f I do eat something." ( laughing) 
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I : "What i s i t that makes you not want t o eat then before you 
go to bed then?" 

E: " W e l l , I think i f I don't ea t , I won't gain any more." 
( laughing) 

I : "Oh, tha t ' s i t ? " 

E: "Yes On the way down here th i s morning I stopped a t 
the restaurant. I l o s t a pound. I weighed 137 whan we went t o 
the hosp i t a l before vacat ion and when we came back, I had lo s t 
5 pounds, and I have l o s t one pound since then. I don ' t know 
how I l o s t i t . Of course I d i d n ' t eat anything during vacat ion. 
You know you don' t f e e l l i k e ea t ing in the hot weather. That i s 
why I thought I would gain th i s morning, and instead I had l o s t 
a pound. I have been ea t ing a l o t l a t e l y and ye t I l o s t a pound." 

I : " I t wasn't warm weather a l l during vacat ion e i t h e r , was i t ? " 

Ei " I don ' t know why. I couldn ' t ea t then. Usually I eat some 
breakfast when I stay a t home, but I would get up i n the morning 
and I just wouldn't f e e l l i k e ea t ing and then I would have things 
to do and I wauldn't get .ge* anything to eat un t i l l a t e in the 
afternoon and then I would eat some p lace , and a t night when i t 
was time to eat I wouldn't get anything. I don' t know, I just 
d idn ' t f e e l l i k e ea t ing , 

" I can ' t f i gu re out any reason f o r i t . . I t i s n ' t l i ke 
some people who worry, I am not the kind that wor r i e s . A l l 
that my fr iends that know me know that i t couldn' t be that because 
I never w o r r y . . . . . . . . . 

"You know I have to laugh a t Hibarger , He i s always kidding 
me. He was just up there the day before yesterday, and he came 
over and said aomething. I don ' t remember what i t was, but he 

s a id , 'You never get sore , do you? ' I pretended I d idn ' t know 
what he meant. I s tar ted to k id him, see? I sa id , 'Sure, some­
times my back i s s o r e . ' He sa id , 'Oh, you know what I mean.' 
I never get angry. My fr iends say that they have never seen me get 
angry in a l l my l i f e . 

"You know I have a g i r l f r iend that i s so d i f f e r e n t . She i s 
always ge t t ing angry. Just the l e a s t l i t t l e thing and she gets 
mad. Most people don't get along with her , but I do because I 
l e t her have her own way. That i s the only way to g e t along wi th 
her - you just don' t pay any a t t en t ion t o he r . But I don't see 
how she can be that way, iSverything alweys had to be done her way. 
She i s always r i g h t . You are never r i g h t . She never seems to 
think of anyone e l s e . She makes me think that I haven ' t got a 
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mind. She doesn ' t care what I think. I used to always do what 
she wanted t o , I don ' t do that so much any more. I guess I 
have known her too long and I guess I had too much or i t . You 
kaow she i s that way with people that she knows a long t ime. 
Af t e r she gets to know them, she i s l i k e that . 

"Wel l , I just thought I wouldn't do the things that she wanted 
to any more. You know sometimes she would decide that she wanted 
to do something and then she changed her mind and maybe I would 
want to do i t anyway and I would go o f f and do i t by myself 
Unless she changed her mind . . . . . .Bu t that d idn ' t happen very orten. 
( S a r c a s t i c a l l y ) . , . , . . . S h e came to the ^ Q S t e rn E l e c t r i c when I d id . 
She was working a t another place with me. Do you know where the 
Dash Gasket Company i s? On Roosevelt Road." 

I : "Yes, I have heard of i t . " 

E: " W e l l , we were working there and I had a p re t ty good j o b . I t 
was easy work, but just when I got t o making good on a j o b , the 
Forelady would g i v e i t to a f r iend of hers and that got me sore, 
and then i t got so that I wouldn't get as much money as I was 
supposed t o . I would keep f igures and I would be f i f t y cents or 
so o f f . And now, you know I would have to laugh to think o f how 
I was then. I took the s l ips and I went r i g h t up to the b i g boss. 
I wasn't scared of him. I didn ' t care who i t was and I ta lked 
to him about how I wanted my money that I got gypped out o r . I t 
makes me laugh to think of i t . I ' l l bet they had a b i g laugh when 
I l e f t t he re . Of course I would always get i t . -But i t made me 
kind of sore having to do that a l l the t ime. 

"At »Vestern they were h i r ing a l o t of people at that t ime . 
Everybody who came down here got a job , so one day three o f us 
took the afternoon o f f and came down here, but they sa id they d idn ' t 
want us. They said i t was l i k e that and you had to keep coming 
here in order to get a job , so the next week we took another ar ter-
noon o f f and then they took two of us. The th i rd one d i d n ' t get a 
j o b , I don ' t know why. I s tar ted working here and I always l iked 
i t . I used to work r e a l hard. 

" I used to be so d i f f e ren t l i k e I was t e l l i n g you be fo re . I used 
to be so quiet and the bosses l i k e i t when you are that way, and 
they used to g i v e me a job that 1 could make a l o t on and I used 
t o make good money and then of course we came to the t e s t room and 
we a l l l i k e i t the re . I don't know how they happened to p ick me 
f o r i t , but they picked me and another g i r l and they t o l d us to 
choose the ones we wanted to go in t h e r e . You know, l i k e ones 
that wouldn' t l e ave the company r e a l soon, and those that would 
be n ice t o work w i t h . . . . . . . . . . . 
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" I never could f i g u r e out what made my g i r l f r i end that way, 
I guess she was just brought up to be that way, but I think she 
i s old enough to think about what she i s saying. I think the 
trouble must be that she doesn't think what she i s saying before 
she says i t . . . . . . . I t makes everybody d i s l i k e h e r . . . . . . . . . 

"She even used t o get blamed fo r things she d idn ' t do - l i k e 
the place we used t o work. We had to have our papers sent t o 
the Cicero School and then the Cicero school was supposed to 
sand them over here. I don ' t know what was the matter - I guess 
they d idn ' t want t o lay us o f f , and I used to have to go back there 
every day f o r a week to ask them why they hadn't sent the papers. 
I guess they didn ' t want to l o s e me. I don ' t know why, I guess 
i t was because they were so busy, Everybldy that applied could 
get a j ob . The f e l l o w asked me why I was leaving and I t o l d him 
that I was t i r e d o f ge t t ing gypped a l l the time. He sa id , ' W e l l , 
you ge t your money, don ' t you? ' I s a id , ' Y e s , but I was always 
t i r e d of having t o go up to see about i t . * I to ld him besides 
that every time I got a job I l i k e d , the Forelady gave i t to her 
g i r l f r i e n d . He sa id , ' W e l l , that could be f i x e d . ' I said, ' W e l l , 
i t was too l a t e . I had another job .* H-e said to my g i r l f r i end , 
• I t i s on account o f you that she i s l eav ing then.* You know 
i t wasn't her f au l t a t a l l . I t o ld him that & had ta lked her 
into i t . He d idn ' t b e l i e v e i t . He said i t was on account o f 
her 

"You know when I was a l i t t l e g i r l , I had a g i r l r r iend 
whose father worked at Western E l e c t r i c . My father d idn ' t . 
He has always worked on the r a i l r a o d . She always said that when 
she was grown up, her dad was going to get her a job here and I 
used to think to myself , 'What w i l l I do when I grow up? My 
dad doesn*t work a t Western E l e c t r i c . I can ' t get a job t h e r e . ' 
I thought th i s was the most wonderful p l s j . ce . . . . . . . and to think that 
I am working here now and she never d i d . . . . . . . S h e was the kina that 
l i ked school , you know, so she went on to school . She went to high 
school and she had a l i t t l e c o l l e g e . Then she go t a job as 
secretary to someone. She always had b i g ideas . She never had the 
idea o f just working some place year a f t e r year . She was always 
going to Honululu and l o t s o f d i f f e rn t p laces . She always 
had b ig ideas , but she never got t o go . She died She was 
r e a l young t o o . . . . . . O f course I suppose i f she were working -fisre 
y e t , she would be earning b i g money, but I know i f 1 were working 
in the o f f i c e , tha t I might be making l e s s money than I am now, so 
I don*t ca re . Of course i f I were working in the shop, i t might 
be d i f f e r e n t . They a r e n ' t making such a b i g percentage now. Now 
they are only making about f i f t y per cen t . When I used to work 
there , they used to make a l o t more - i t was about s even ty - f i ve 
per cent then. I used to make b i g money, so I d i an ' t care i f I 
had an education. Of course they d idn ' t ever make as much as i n 
the t e s t room." 
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<jr. I : "How much did you make than, Wanda?" 
si* 

E: "Oh, I don't remember You would average t h i r t y do l l a r s 
a week and that i s b ig money. I t was always twenty- f ive or t h i r t y . 
d o l l a r s I was just a kid when I s ta r ted . I had to go to 
continuation schoo l . I had to study f o r a whole year steady and 
then another year t o o . 

" I had the n ices t teacher. When I was in grammar school , 
I never cared about school a t a l l . I would just try t o learn 
things by heart so I could say them. I d idn ' t care about i t , 
but in continuation school, I got so that I r e a l l y enjoyed i t . 
We had algebra in the morning and I don ' t remember just what 
subjects we had, but we had something e l se and then in the 
afternoon we had cooking and sewing. 

"You know I used to be so scared. I used to be af ra id t o 
say anything. I would rather not say anything than have i t be 
wrong and she used to encourage me and say, 'Now you know i t . 
Don't be a f ra id to say i t . What d i f fe rence does i t make i f you 
do make a mistake? Everybody has t o make a mistake 3cmetime.' 
She used t o encourage me that way and t r y to get me over being 
so afraid-and ' I have changed a l o t . 

"One time she isas having an i nves t i ga t ion , you know, people 
were coming there that night and'she wanted me to learn something 
and I said that I would rather not , that I was scared t o . She 
t o l d me that I. could go ahead and do i t i f I just made up my 
mind to do i t . She had me learn something about a statue of 

. George Washington, no, i t was a paint ing of George Washington 
in the A r t I n s t i t u t e . You know I got up there and I wasn' t a 
b i t a f r a id and I said i t r ea l good. She to ld me afterwards that 
i t showed that I could do i t i f I made up my mind fo r i t . 

"You know I got r e a l interested in school then and I kind 
o f thought I would l i k e to go steady. She asked me why I d i d n ' t . 
She knew my brother in high school. Xou see my father wanted 
to g i v e us an education, but you know how i t i s with the o lder 
ones. When they come a long, the family needs the i r money, so the 
two older ones d idn ' t get a chance, but when my brother and I 
came a long , my fa ther said we were going to have a chance, so my 
brother went t o high school . I don' t know, I just d idn ' t care 

t t o . My fa ther wanted me to go to high achool , but I d i d n ' t 
-k- care to l e a r n . I never was interested in grammar school . But 

o f course by tha t t ime, my fo lks were used t o the money. She 
t o l d me to ask them about i t and see i f I couldn ' t go s teady, 

f so I made up my mind I would. On the way home from work that 
* n igh t , I t o l d the g i r l s about i t and they sa id , »0h, what do 

you want t o go back to school f o r , * and you know, I kind o f 
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of f e l l out of the idea and I never even said anything to my 
parents] So I never went any more. She was t e r r i b l y sorry . 
I don' t know, I am not sorry, I am making good money now. 

"Of course i f I had to do d i f f e r e n t work maybe I wouldn't 
l i k e i t . The job we are on now i s r e a l easy. I t just seems 
l i k e when I s ta r ted to work, they couldn' t get me to qu i t , I 
was a minor of course and I had to get my papers ana they g i v e 
you easy work when you are a minor. **e d idn ' t get the heavy 
jobs down a t the gasket company. They had a l o t of machines 
there , but they couldn ' t put the young g i r l s on them, i t was the 
older g i r l s . I might not l i k e i t i f I had to run a big machine. 
Why, i t i s t e r r i b l e the accidents that used t o happen down there . 
You would hear a scream every once in a while ana somebody vrould 
get t h e i r f inge r s cut o f f . One morning rea l ea r ly we heard a 
t e r r i b l e scream and we a l l stood there pale because we knew 
what had happened and a g i r l had three f ingers cut o f f . When 
we went over and looked, they were s t i l l l ay ing there. I t was 
t e r r i b l e . You know, i t wasn't l i k e that at Western E l e c t r i c . 
Here they a r e so ca re fu l and they have guards on so people 
won't hurt themselves, but in the smaller f a c t o r i e s they don' t 
care . They don't do anything l i k e t h a t . " . . . , . 

I : "Of course that was a long time a g o . " 

E: "Yes, that i s r i g h t . That was over eight years ago 
I had a g i r l f r iend who got married when she was e ighteen, I 
don't think that i s a good iaea, do you?"2 

I : "Don't you thirk so?" 

E: "No. I don't think that g i r l s know enough about l i f e . Now 
she got married and they have a baby and he i s out of woric. He 
i s only working two or three day s a week and he is earning 
hardly enough money t o buy food f o r the baby ana they have t o 
depend on t h e i r in-laws f o r t he i r food even. Why they a ren ' t 
any higher than t he i r parents .Her parents were European, 
you know, and I don ' t know - she has just kept the same iaea 
a l l the t ime , I guess. She won't be any higher than her parents 
w e r e . . . Now my f o l k s are d i f f e r e n t . I have to g i v e them 
c r e d i t f o r what they have done. My dad and mother vanted the 
k ids to have i t eas ie r than they had i t . My father said that 
h i s kids weren ' t going to have to work u n t i l they were o l d , 
l i k e he does. Now my father w i l l have to work u n t i l he i s o ld 
and the two o ldes t ones w i l l t o o . That i s why my fa ther wanted 
t o g ive the r e s t o f us a chance. They wanted us t o be be t t e r 
o f f than they were . You have to g i v e them c red i t f o r t h a t . " . . . . . 

I : "How did you mean that some Europeans just keep the same idea 
a l l the t ime?" 
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E: " W e l l , I mean they don' t t r y t o get ahead. The kids are no 
be t t e r o f f than thei r parents w e r e . . . . . . . I am glad I am where 
I am. I am glad I d idn ' t jump in to i t . I might be just where she 
i s now. Of course i t i s d i f f e r en t fo r the bet ter c l a s ses . The 
young people there don' t have i t the same. I t i s the lower 
c lasses where i t i s d i f f e r e n t , . . . . . N o w you take with somebody 
l i k e me, I am just from the common p e o p l e . " . . . . . . . . . 

I : "How do you mean that i t i s d i f f e r e n t f o r the young people o f 
what you c a l l the be t te r classes?" 

E: "Wel l , I mean they don ' t get married so young. They don' t get 
married and have a family r i gh t away, but among the common people , 
most of them get married so young. I am glad I d i d n ' t . Look where 
I would be now. Of course they say you should get married, but I 
am glad that I d i d n ' t . . . . . . . . 1 l i k e i t where I am now. We have 
an awfully good t ime. Of course I have changed though. I ta lk a 
l o t more. I used to be so qu ie t . I used to come down to work 
and I wouldn't t a l k to anyone. Of course I talked to them i f 
they talked to me, but I wouldn't t a lk to anyone I wouldn't know. 
I f a g i r l sat r i g h t next t o me and I wouldn' t know her I wouldn't 
t a lk to her. Of course i f she would say something to me I would 
answer her, but I d idn ' t make f r iends with people . Now I ta lk 
to people whether I know them or not . I make fr iends easy. The 
g i r l s t e l l me how I have changed. I used t o be so scared to t a l k 
to people . I would have a fear o f t a lk ing to people I d idn ' t 
know." 

I : "And i t i s just l a t e l y that you haven' t been that way?" 

E: *Yes , I have been that way a l l my l i f e . " 

I : "How was i t when you went to school?" 

E: "Wel l , o f course I had a l o t or playmates, but I know even ™ 
"a< the schoolyard, i f there was a stranger standing the re , I would 
never ask them to jump rope with us. The other g i r l s would ask 
them t o , but I wouldn't think of i t . I would rather jump rope 
by myself than to ask them." 

I : "Do you mean that you would want to ask them but you would 
be a f r a id t o?" 

E: "Wel l , I don ' t know i r I ever wanted to ask them. I t was just 
l i k e I s a i d ' t o myself , 'Don' t t a lk to her . You don' t know h e r . ' 
I t was just an idea that I had that I shouldn't t a l k to anyone I 
d idn ' t know. I suppose I learned that Maybe the reason i s 
because I was the only g i r l f o r a long t ime. Of course I have a 
s i s t e r now but f o r a long time I had just brothers and I was alone 
with my mother. S t i l l an* a l l I can ' t f i g u r e out the reason that 
I c h a n g e d . " . . . . 
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I : "So you don't take i t from your g i r l f r iend any more." 

B: "Of course we a re s t i l l f r i e n d s , but we are not rr iends 
l i k e we used to be . We s t i l l speak to each other , but not 
l i k e we used t o . We used to be together a l l the t ime, but now 
I have other f r i ends . I go places where I want to go and she 
goes where she wants to g o . " 

I : "When did you get so that you would do that?" 

E: " W e l l , I don ' t know. I t must have been about a year ago . 
I don ' t know what made the d i f f e r ence . Of course I am glad 
I changed. .I am not sorry a b i t 

"Say, I fo rgo t t o bring that p iece of wood I was going to 
show you. I thought o f i t l a s t night a f t e r I went to bed, because 
I thought maybe I would get c a l l e d down today, but I d idn ' t f e e l 
qu i te l i k e ge t t ing up out of bed and putt ing i t i n my purse." 

I : "Of course no t . " 

E: "And then th is morning I fo rgo t a l l about i t , but I w i l l 
have to put i t in r i g h t away so I w i l l be sure and have i t t he re . 
I don't know where i t came from." 

I : "Didn't you say a friend sent you that?" 

E: "Yes , but he d idn ' t get i t where i t came from. He just picked 
i t up somewhere." 

I : "Wanda, I haven' t had a chance to t e l l you y e t that now that 
I ' m going t o see you more o f t en , we ' re going to make the in terviews 
a l i t t l e shorter . I t ' s an hour s ince you came down and I ve 
decided we might as we l l make the interviews about an hour, so 
unless you have something e l s e you want to say, maybe we had 
bet te r c a l l i t a l l for today." 

E: " I think we had be t te r , and I w i l l see what I have to t e l l 
you next t ime. I think I w i l l just be quiet now. I have said 
everything I have on my mind." 

I : "That i s what I thought." 
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RECORD OE INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room September 4 , 1931, 
Recorded by: I , Rousseau Operator No ,4 , 

In te rv iew No, 5, 

The employee i s very quiet today, and i s not ve ry 
f r i e n d l y a t f i r s t . 

E: ( A f t e r a long pause) " W e l l , , haven' t we been having a l o t 
of ra in?" 

I : "Haven't we?" 

E: " I t seems l i k e every day i t rains a l i t t l e b i t anyway. Every 
n i g h t . " 

I : "Did i t r a in las t n ight? Oh, yes , i t rained just as we were 
going home. But you weren ' t here then, were you?" 

E: " I remember i t r a ined , I was downtown, but I d i d n ' t care 
because I went r igh t from work t o the loop and i t d idn ' t hurt m e . " . , , , 

The weather has c e r t a i n l y changed, though, hasn ' t i t ? " 

I : . "Hasn't i t ? " 

•4k-

( In te rv iewer t e l l s the employee about moving, to break 
the i c e . ) 

E: "Are you s e t t l e d y e t ? " 

I : "Not qu i t e . I have to make a cover fo r a chair and a couch 
th is week-end." 

E: "Gee, you must sew good. Do you do much of i t ? " 

I : " I don't have much time f o r i t , Wanda." 

E: " I used to sew a l o t , but I haven' t f o r a long t ime. Vihen I 
was younger, I l i ked t o , but now i t makes me nervous." 

T I : " I t does?" 

E: "Yes , doesn ' t i t make you nervous?" 

I : "We l l , I don' t know, I l i k e to i f I have l o t s of t ime ," 

E: "That 's what I mean. You haven' t got v e r y much t ime and then 
you get nervous." 
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I : "Just how do you mean, Wanaa?" 

E: "Wel l , you go t to get something done in a hurry, and you 
make-a mistake, and you 've got to r i p i t and do i t o v e r , and 
i t makes you so mad." 

I : "Oh, t ha t ' s what you mean. I thought maybe you meant just 
the p l a in sewing made you nervous." 

S: "No, not tha t . I t ' s when you have to do i t over again and . 
i t takes so much t ime, &o I don't do any of i t . " 

Pause. 

I : " W e l l , I guess I ' l l have to l e t you do the t a l k i n g , Wanda. 
I ' m ge t t ing a c o l d . " 

E: "Are you, t h a t ' s too bad. I guess l o t s of people have co lds , 
though, haven't they?" 

I : • " I guess they have." 

E: " W e l l , with the weather, how can you help i t . One day i t ' s 
so hot you don' t want t o wear a coat and the next aay you come 
out without one and i t ' s r e a l co la . So what are you going to do? 
One day i t ' s hot and one day i t ' s c o l d . " . 
(Employee made some remark ( ? ) about her childhood) 

E: " I t ' s funny the things you remember about when you were l i t t l e , 
i s n ' t i t ? " 

I : " i t i s , i s n ' t i t ? . . . . . . . . C a n you remember many things?" 

E: "Quite a few, I remember once I saw a man shot. I was r e a l 
young then. I t o l d my mother about i t ana she d idn ' t think I 
could have remembered i t , but. I t o l d her about i t and i t was t rue. 
I was r e a l l i t t l e , and I went with my mother and s i s t e r to c a l l on 
some one, and there was a man came up and to l a the g i r l there that 
there was a man in her f a t h e r ' s yard that was going to shoot her 
f a the r . They were having an argument, ana the g i r l go t r e a l exc i t ed , 
and I remember seeing the man f a l l over . He just tumbled o v e r . " 

I : "Was he k i l l e d ? " 

E: " Y e s , i t k i l l e d him." . . . . . 

I : " I wonder why he shot him." 
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E: " I don' t know, I never founa out, They had some kind of 
argument, hut I remember the man coming up and saying i t to 
the g i r l and she got so e x c i t e d . And then she and my mother 

^ and I started running. I can remember looking through the 
fence and seeing him l y i n g t h e r e . . . . . . . . . I was r e a l small then -
I couldn' t have been more than two years o l d . " 

I : "My, tha t ' s young to remember tha t , i s n ' t i t ? " 

E: "Yes, but I suppose something l i k e that would sor t of stand 
out. Maybe I wouldn't remember l o t s o f other t h i n g s . " • • • • • . . 

I : " I suppose you were f r i gh t ened . " 

E: "No, I don't remember being f r ightened. I just remember 
seeing him f a l l o v e r . " . . . , . . . . . . . 

I : "Can you remember very many things about your childhood?" 

E: " I can ' t remember very many things about when I was r e a l small, 
but I can remember lo ta o f things when I was f i v e or s i x . I can 
remember about going to s c h o o l . . . I remember about the 
things we used to do l i k e how we learned to w r i t e . . . . . . . . . . . 

" I : "Can you remember the f i r s t day?" 

E: "Yes, I remember the f i r s t day. I t was my brother that took 
me. He was in the seventh grade. You know how most kids don' t 
want to go to school . Gee, I f e e l sor ry fo r the teachers that 
teach the f i r s t g rade . The kids have never been t o school before 
and they go there and they don ' t want to s t a y , and then they go 
home and they don ' t want to go back again, but I remember that i t 
was r e a l nice the f i r s t day. Of course, I suppose they want 
to make i t r e a l n ice so y o u ' l l want t o stay there , e s p e c i a l l y 
at f i r s t . But I remember her expla ining to a l l the kids aihat 
i t was about. And then I remember l a t e r in the morning, she 
t r i e d to teach us how to w r i t e . " ' 

I : "She started I t r i gh t away, did sha? , , 

E; " W e l l , i t wasn't very much; i t was sc r ibb l ing on paper, 
r e a l l y . And we drew p i c t u r e s , and that was l o t s of fun, so when 
we went home t o lunch, I wanted to go back a g a i n . " . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

r I : " Y e s , I can remenfrer go ing home at recess and making b e l i e v e I 
^ thought that was the end of the day." 

E: ( laughing) "say, t h a t ' s a good way to get out , i s n ' t i t ? " . . . . . , 
•f 

~ , 1 : " T e l l me more about your memories of when you were r e a l small, 
Handa." 
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E: "Oh, I don' t remember much, (becoming r e t i c e n t ) A l l I 
-at remember is how we used to go to school . I can remember how 

we used to play before we went to school. I r e a l l y haven ' t 
many memories from t h e n . " . . . . . 

I : "You d idn ' t go to kindergarten then?" 

E: "No, I went to f i r s t grade. They d idn ' t have a kindergarten 
where I went t o school.'.' 

I : "Say, that jacket you have on i s a good idea , i s n ' t i t ? " 

E: " I think i t i s f o r weather l i k e t h i s . When i t ' s c o o l you 
can wear i t a t work, and i t ' s n ice t o wear home at n igh t . I t 
i sn ' t -bad to carry i f i t ' s too ho t . " 

I : "You ' re f e e l i n g r e a l quiet today, aren ' t you?" 

E: "Yes , i t seems l i k e I haven' t anything to say." 

I : " W e l l , t ha t ' s a l l r i g h t , Wanda. You remember what I t o ld 
, you the las t t ime, (Pause) We ce r t a in ly had a good t a l k l a s t 

t ime, d idn ' t we?" 

E: "Yes , t ha t ' s the way i t goes. Why, l a s t time I ta lked so 
much; I d idn ' t know enough to s t e p , and this t ime I haven ' t 
anything to s a y . " . 

I : "Maybe the next time you come down y o u ' l l have a l o t to 
say a g a i n . " 

E: "Yes , you never can t e l l . " 

I : "We l l , t ha t ' s the way I want you to f e e l about i t . That ' s 
the way i t foes with a l l o f us. Sometimes I f e e l that way 
myself . I ' l l go t o see someone and I ' l l f e e l l i k e ta lk ing a l l 
the time sometimes, and the next time I won' t f e e l l i k e saying 
anything." 

E: "Yes , t h a t ' s the way i t i s , i s n ' t i t ? I guess I ' m kind of 
s leepy today. I d i d n ' t get to bed ea r ly l a s t n ight . You know, 
t ha t ' s the way I am. I f I don't ge t enough s l e e p , i t shows 

-r up i n my face r i g h t away. Honestly, I get green in the r ace . " 

I : "You look kind of t i r e d today, don' t you think?" 

X B: " Y e s , a l i t t l e b i t . " 

I : ( laughing) "But I don ' t no t i ce the g reen . " 
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E: " i t seems l i k e I just have to get enough s l e e p . I can ' t 
go more than two or three nights running, without making up 
f o r i t . Maybe i f I would get used to i t , I wouldn't need so 
much sleep.' . ' 

I : "But you 've never given i t a t r i a l to s e e . " 

E: " I ' l l get t i r e d and then I ' l l go to bed to make up f o r i t . 
W e l l , in our fami ly everybody goes to bed ea r l y , and you know, 
i f everybody e l s e goes to sleep I don't l i k e to s i t up alone. 
So l o t s of times I go to bed about 9:00 o ' c l o c k , and then 
that spo i l s you. Now I f I d idn ' t go to bed un t i l l a t e every 
n ight , I ' d be a l l r i g h t , I suppose. But I just have t o eatch 
up every once in a w h i l e . " • • 

I : "We l l , I ' m glad you ' re taking the in terviewing l i k e I want 
you t o . " 

E: "Maybe af te r whi le i t w i l l be d i f f e r e n t . " 

I : "Sure, I think so . You have to get used to everything. 
Af t e r while y o u ' l l know more what I want, and I ' l l know more 
what kind of questions I want to ask, t oo . I never interviewed 
people more than once or twice before , and w e ' l l a l l have to 
get used to i t . " 

E: "Oh, I ' m sure we w i l l . " 

I : " W e l l , I hope so . I wouldn't want you to make too hard a 
job o f i t . I just want you t o take i t l i k e you f e e l . " 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room September 18, 193i. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 6. 

E: (Af te r a long pause) "My, the weather i s a l o t o e t t e r , 
i s n ' t i t ? " 

I : " I s n ' t i t ? " 

E: " I t ' s n ice and coo l today." 

Employee i s very quiet this morning, though not un­
f r i e n d l y as in the f i r s t part of previous i n t e r v i e w . 

I : " I suppose you wondered why I d idn ' t see you b e f o r e , Wanda. 
I had some trouble with my arches, and I had to see the doctor . 
Then I had some other things come up, t o o , that I was busy wi th . 

So I had to g i v e you a vaca t ion . " 

E: (laughing m e r r i l y ) " Y e s . . . . . I guess i t ' s two weeks since I 
saw you, i s n ' t i t ? " 

i : "Yes , I guess i t i s . " . . . . . . . 

E: "Say, I remembered today t o br ing down that wood to show 
you. (Here she took a p iece of wood from her pocke t ) See, t h i s 
i s i t . I don ' t think i t i s perfumed, do you? Because I had a 
b igger p i ece - when you s p l i t i t , i t s p l i t s way down, and when 
we broke i t open, i t was stronger than ever i n s i d e . " 

I : "You mean you don ' t think i t could have been soaked in perfume?" 

E: "Yes , tha t ' s what I mean." 

I : "No, you would think that the perfume would wear out , wouldn't 
you?" 

E: "Yes , I think s o . " 

I : " I suppose th is came from somewhere i n t h e t r o p i c s . " 

E: "Yes , tha t ' s where i t ' s supposed t o have come from. I don ' t 
know what kind of a t r e e i t i s , though. I used to keep i t i n my 
purse, and when I would open my purse, i t would smell so sweet. 
Now I keep i t i n my handkerchiefs, and they smell r e a l n i c e . " 

I : " i t might be that the sap o f the t r e e has a perfume that g ives 
the wood an odor, but I don ' t know." 

1 : " i t might be tha t . Cedar has a smel l , t o o . Of course, i t i s n ' t 
l i k e t h i s . " . . . . . . 
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I : "Do you l i k e the smell of cedar?" 

E: "Yes, I l i k e i t . • • • • • M y mother has a cedar chest a t home. She 
has a great b ig one. She keeps the q u i l t s in i t , and things l i k e 
t h a t . . . . . . .Then, i t has another box on t o p , you know, i t f i t s 
r i g h t on the t o p . " 

I : "Oh, l i k e a t ray?" 

E: "Yes, i t ' s a t r ay . She keeps her d o i l i e s and things l i k e that 
i n t h e r e . " 

I : "That 's pre t ty handy, i s n ' t i t ? . . , . . . I s i t the kind with the 
cedar l i n i n g or a l l cedar?" 

E: "That one has just a cedar l i n i n g . On the outside i t ' s walnut. 
Then, we have another one that i s smal ler . That one is a l l cedar. 
We keep our swimming suits i n there . . . . . I have never had anything 
eaten by moths, but a l o t o f people say t h e y ' r e t e r r i b l e . I 
hear people ta lk ing about them a l l the t ime . 

"You should have seen the bugs in our house l a s t n ight . You 
know, in ' tha t coo l weather a couple of weeks ago , my mother wanted 

to wash the kitchen and dining room windows on the outs ide , so she 
took o f f the screens. She said to me, 'Sha l l I put them back on?' 
And I sa id , 'Why do you want to put them on? Maybe i t w i l l stay 
c o o l . ' And then i t got r ea l ho t . Last night we had the windows 
closed down in the basement - we eat down in t h e basement, see -
and I sa id , »01f, i t ' s so c l o s e with-the windows c losed.* So they 
had to be opened* and, you know, somebody l e f t the l i g h t on ups ta i rs . 
Somebody was reading, and you should have seen the bugs in our house. 
They weren ' t in any of the dark rooms. Just in the l i g h t e d one. 
I t took us the longest time t o catch them a l l . I guess we f i n a l l y 
got a l l of them. But i t took an awfully long t ime. Some o f them 
were great b ig th ings . There was one with white wings wi th big 
black spots on." 

I : "Do you mean a bug or a moth?" 

E: "Oh, they were a l l moths. You know, the b ig kind that lay the 
eggs. They don ' t l i v e very long , I guess, do they?" 

I : " I don ' t know what the length of l i f e of a moth i s . " 

E: " I don ' t know e i t h e r . I wonder how long they l i v e . . . . I think 
bugs are i n t e r e s t i ng . I ' d l i k e to know more about them Of 
course you have to be carefu l of moths, though, don ' t you?" 

I : " I was reading i n a magazine l a s t weak, of how you could bui ld 
a cedar c l o s e t - then you can hang things in the c l o s e t instead of 
l ay ing them i n a ches t . " 
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E: "How would they do that?" ( In te rv iewer exp l a in s . ) That would 
be a good idea I was reading in' a magazine one time about 
how you should put a l l your things in a c l o s e t , that you use 
during the winter t ime. lour g u i l t s , and everything l i k e that , 
and then you sea l the door up. You should past paper a l l around 
the cracks i n every p lace . . . . O f course you'd have to use a 
c l o s e t that was some place where i t wouldn't be seen. I t would 
look funny in a bed-room i f you had i t a l l pasted up." 

I ; " I s that a l l you had to do?" 

E: "Wel l , I suppose you would have to put moth b a l l s i n . " ( laughing) 

I : ( l augh ing ) • " I was just thinking that i f you d i d n ' t , the moths 
would have a grand t ime ." 

E: (laughed h e a r t i l y ) " . . "Say , did you know that today was 
Miss Chambers l a s t day?" 

I : "Yes, I heard i t was." 

E: " I think i t ' s too bad that she has to g o . I t would be d i f f e r en t 
i f she had a family here , but she hasn't a n y o n e . . . . . . . I t would be 
d i f f e r e n t i f she could get a j o b . " . , . . . . 

" I wonder what i s going to happen th i s w in t e r . They s ay i t 
w i l l be a t e r r i b l e winter , why, l a s t year they used t o t e l l about 
people going between bui ldings and bui lding a f i r e to keep warm. 
Things don ' t seem to be p icking up e i t h e r , do they?" 

I : "Wel l , there doesn' t seem t o be any sign of i t around here, does 
there?" 

E: " I ' l l say no t . " . . . . . . . B u t there are so many people that are out 
o f work. I t ' s p re t ty hard f o r those. % y , the re ' s somebody coming 
around a l l the t ime. There was an o ld man came around in our neigh­
borhood asking to moat/people's lawns fo r f i v e cents . There are l o t s 
of people tha t are always coming around f o r l i t t l e b i t s of work 
that they can do fo r you. Of course, i t wasn't tha t man's f a u l t . 
He wanted t o do a n y t h i n g . " . . . . . . . . 

I : "Did people g i v e him much work?" 

E: "Wel l , most of the people gave him money without g iv ing him any 
work . . . . . T h e r e were two young f e l l o w s came around the other day and 
wanted t o know i f tiiere were any rurnaces to clean. I don ' t know 
whether they got any furnaces to clean or no t . " ( l a u g h i n g ) . . . . . . • 

I : "Are there many furnaces i n your neighborhood, o r are there a 
l o t of s toves?" 
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E: "There are not so many stoves l e f t any more. They are a l l 
going out more and m o r e . . . . . G e e , do you remember when we used 
t o have s toves , though? ^e would a l l s i t around in one room 
t ry ing to get near t o the s t o v e . " . . . . . . . . ( i n t e r v i e w e r t e l l s 
anedote about ge t t i ng b u r n e d . } . . . . . . . . . I " r e m e m b e r one time when 
my father and mother were gone, there was a g lass or water 
standing on ' the stove The water was b o i l i n g to beat the band. 
Nobody not iced i t a t f i r s t , ana then f i n a l l y somebody saw i t , 
so I got a b i g p iece of c lo th to take i t o f f . w e were a f ra id 
that the water would b o i l away and then the glass would burst 
and then f l y a l l over and hurt somebody,. I fo lded the c lo th 
a l o t , and I don ' t know what happened, the glass must have h i t 
cool a i r and that broke i t . The water didn ' t s p i l l anywhere, 
but there was hot steam a l l over my hand. I hadn't even picked 
i t up, y e t . I had these two r ingers a l l burned, and part of th is 
th i rd f i n g e r . I d idn ' t even no t ice i t at f i r s t . The kids 
not iced i t at f i r s t and then I saw i t and then i t s tar ted to 
hur t . When my dad and mother came home, they put a l l kinds of 
things on i t . " 

I : "Oh, you hadn't put anything on i t . " 

E: H l don' t remember, but i t was runny. I don ' t know where a l l 
of the steam came from. Just a l l of a sudden the water was bo i l ed 
a w a y . " , , , . , . . . . . 

I : "And you d i d n ' t even l i f t i t up." 

E: " W e l l , I jus t started to l i f t i t up and then the g lass b r o k e . " . . , . 
. . . . . . ( y a w n e d ) 

I : " I s that the way you fee l?" ( l aughng) 

E: " I don' t know why I do tha t . " (yawning a g a i n ) . . . . . . . . . 

I : "Did you ever sprain your jaw when you yawned?" 

E: ( laughing) "No, I never heard of tha t . " 

I : " I ' v e done i t two or three t imes . I f I yawn r e a l hara, something 
snaps and then i t hurts f o r two or three days." 

E: "You want to look out . Y o u ' l l be scaring me. When I go t o 
yawn I ' l l be a f r a i d I 'm going to sprain my Jaw. ( laughing) . . . . . . 
You know, I ' v e got a knee that cracks runny. Every time I go to 
kneel down i n church, i t cracks r e a l hard- I f e e l so embarrassed. 
I guess maybe I don' t kneel down enough, huh?" 

I : "Maybe you don't kneel down t o say your prayers enough" 
( laughing) 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 



I R . 9-18-31 Cont'd 5, 04-6, 

E: " Y e s , I do that every n igh t , and i t cracks once in a while 
then. But every time I kneel down in church i t cracks. I t ' s 
so quiet you know, and i t ' l l make such a ]oud noise , ^very time 
I kneel down I know i t ' s going to crack, and i t does. I t makes 
me f e e l so cheap . . . 

"You know, th i s morning when I was coming in to work, I was 
down on the fourth f l o o r . I heard something drop behind me. I 
d idn ' t look back, because I was just a f ra id something had f a l l e n 
out of my lunch. Oh, I was so angry! , I wouldn't look around. 
I walked r igh t along as i f nothing had happened, and i f a g i r l 
d idn ' t go and say to me, 'You dropped something. I think you 
dropped your peach . ' And I sa id , *0h, t ha t ' s a l l r i g h t . ' 
I hurried on and I could hardly wait u n t i l I got in to the t e s t 
room. And just when I was punching my card, i f another g i r l 
d idn ' t have t o go and say, *Ybu dropped your peach. ' ( laughing) 
You know, I was so mad. You know, when I wrapped up my lunch 
th is morning, there was only one sheet of paper t he re . I t 
wasn't double and i t dropped o u t , " , . • • • • • • 

I s "Why were you an-gry, Wanda?" 

E: " I don ' t know why I should f e e l that way. ( laughing) I s n ' t 
i t s i l l y ? I couldn ' t help i t that the f r u i t dropped, ye t I was 
so angry that I could hardly wait un t i l I got upsta i rs . There ' s 
no reason why I should f e e l that w a y . . . . . . . L i k e the l i t t l e boy 
and g i r l in the story book. They ?;ent to take t h e i r f a the r ' s 
lunch to him i n the woods, and they dropped something on the 
way so they could f ind the way back I don ' t know what s tory 
that was i n . They got l o s t i n the woods," 

I : "Wasn't that Hansel and G-rethel?" 

E: " I b e l i e v e i t was. I don ' t remember the r e s t of the s t o r y , " 

I : " I s n ' t that story where the mother d idn ' t l i k e the chi ldren? 
Maybe i t was the step-mother and they dropped crumbs on the path 
in to the woods so they could f i nd t h e i r way back?" 

E: "Oh, y e s , and the bi rds a te them a l l up so they couldn' t f i n d 
t he i r way back . . . . . .Maybe i t was some other s t o r y . I don' t remember. 
. . . . . . . . M y , how I used to l o v e f a i r y s t o r i e s . " 

i : "Did you?" 

E; "Yes , I loved t o read them. I used t o read them a l l the t ime . 
Didn ' t you l i k e them?" 

I : "Yes , I read them a l o t , t o o . rfere there any in par t icu la r 
that you l iked best?" 

E: " I can ' t remember what ones. I l i ked them a l l . " . • • • • • • • • 
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I : "Did you read them u n t i l you were very o ld?" 

E: " I don't remember just how o ld I was when I stopped reading 
them. I must have been about ten years o l d . • . . . W h y , you know, 
r i g h t now I b e l i e v e I would enjoy reading some of t h o s e . . . . . . . 
Wasn't i t funny? They a l l ended the r i g h t way." ( l a u g h i n g ) . , . . . . 

i : "And then they were married and l i v e d happily ever a f t e r . " 
( laughing) 

E: "Yes (speaking under her breath) I wonder" i f things w i l l 
turn out l i k e that in our l i v e s . " 

I : "What was that you sa id?" 

E: " I was just thinking how much they a r en ' t l i k e r e a l l i f e , . . . . 
In r e a l l i f e when you ge t married, t ha t ' s the beginning of a l l 
your t rouble , they s a y , " , , . . . . . . . 

I : "There's a l o t of i t , i s n ' t there?" 

E; " I ' l l say. Those s t o r i e s weren ' t very much l i k e r e a l l i f e . " 

IJ "Do you think that in r e a l l i f e i t ' s never true that people 
are happy a f t e r they ' re married?" 

E: "That 's what you always hear," 

I : " I 'm always in teres ted in what people have to say about tha t . 
I know some people who say that they don ' t know anyone that i s happy 
a f t e r t h e y ' r e married. I 'm just wondering i f i t ' s r e a l l y t rue . " 

E: "Wel l , I don ' t know. I can think of a few poeple that are 
happy af te r t h e y ' r e m a r r i e d . " . . . . . . . 

" I know a g i r l that got married, and she 's a l o t happier now than 
b e f o r e . But t ha t ' s an unusual case , because she was r e a l unhappy 
when S>B was home. She had a mother that was mean to her and she 
never had anything that she wanted Now, she l i k e s her husband 
pre t ty w e l l , Shehas about everything she wants So why shouldn't 
she be happy? She hasn ' t anything to kick a b o u t . " . . . . . . . 

I : "Wasn't i t you that was t e l l i n g me about the g i r l f r iend that 
married a man who was t e l l i n g her t o go out with other men?" 

E: "No, that wasn't me. I t must have been Theresa. She was t e l l i n g 
me about a g i r l f r i end of hers whose husband to ld her tha t . " 

I : "Oh, t ha t ' s r i g h t . Say, don' t t e l l her I mentioned tha t , w i l l 
you , because I was thinking i t was you." 
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E; " A l l r i g h t , I won't t e l l her. I guess she d idn ' t l i k e i t 

I guess .some g i r l s ' l i k e i t a l l r i g h t , though. 

I : "Do you know any who do?" 

E; "Wel l , yes , I guess ome of them would, because some of them 
tel l -me that married l i f e t i e s them down so . I guess they 'd l i k e 
to go out, i f they say tha t . . ' . . Are you going to see Bea th i s 
afternoon?" 

I : " I don' t think s o . " 

E: "She wanted t o know." 

Addi t iona l Mate r i a l 
E: "Wouldn't i t be t e r r i b l e to get a bat in your ha i r? I know 
when-1 went in the woods one time the f e l l o w said that to me." 

IF 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room September 24, 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In terview No.7 . 

I : " I ' m sorry to have kept you wai t ing . " 

E: "You didn ' t keep me wai t ing . I d idn ' t get down here r i g h t 
away. I wanted t o r in i sh the lay out I was on. I only had f i v e 
more r e l ays to do before the lay out was changed, so I stayed 
and f in ished them, so Bea could change the lay out whi le I was 
gone." 

I : " W e l l , I am glad you d i d . " 

E: " I f I d idn ' t do that , I would have to change those r i v e re lays 
when I went back and then Bea -would have to change the layout and — " 

I : " I t would have wasted a l o t or t ime, wouldn't i i ;?" 

S: "Yes, you know we have the layout on a t ray in front of us the re . 
There are a l o t o f l i t t l e baskets on the t ray f o r a l l the d i f f e ren t 
parts and Bea had to change the t ray ." 

I : "You mean she had to take the parts out of each p lace and put • 
i n o the r s . " 

E: " W e l l , she jus t changed the t rays , see . She just took one 
away and brought another." 

I : "Oh, I always thought those were a l l fastened together and 
stayed on the bench." 

E: "No, they are separate fo r each one and when we f i n i s h one 
layout , she just changes the tray f o r u s . ' . ' . . . . . . . . 

I : "About how many parts a re there to most of the re lays?" 

E: "Oh, there i s a d i f f e ren t number f o r each r e l a y , but i t i s 
about t h i r t y - f i v e . Somewhere around t h e r e . " 

I : "That day Mrs. Lovekin was up at the t e s t room,* aari she asked 
me that, and I had never *a*sked that be fo re , so I t o l d her a about 
f o r t y . J A 

E: "That was a good guess. You see, i n the t e s t room we count 
the p ins . Out i n the department, they don ' t count the p in s . 

IJ "How do you mean?" 
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E: "Wel l , you see you have two pins, to put in and put out again, 
and i t takes qui te a l i t t l e time to lay them down and everything 
when you f igu re i t a l l up. You see they keep f igu res of how many 
p iece parts you turn out, and when you count the p ins , i t makes 
about f o r t y or f o r t y - t w o . " 

I : "That 's i n t e r e s t i ng . I l i k e to know a l l about the d e t a i l s 
on these- jobs because that i s the only way I can f ind out about 
them." 

E: "Yes . ( I n t e r v i e w e r ' s l a s t remark seems to make employee 
res i s t an t . Up to th is point she has talked ve ry f r e e l y , but 
for most of the r e s t of the interview i s spent in long periods 
of s i l e n c e . ) . . . . . . . . . M y , i t i s coo l today, i s n ' t i t ? " 

Discuss weather fo r some t ime. 

E: (Yawning) " I don't know why I get sleepy every time I come 
down he re . " 

I : "Do you?" 

E: "Yes, I get so d r o w s y . " . . . . . . . 

I : "Of course most of the time you have come down the weather 
has been very h o t . " 

E: "That's r i g h t t o o , but today i t i s very c o o l . " 

I : "Maybe we w i l l have to allow a l i t t l e whi le to get over the 
hot s p e l l . " 

E: "Yes , t h a t ' s t r ue , we might, 
usually g ives you a l o t of pep . , 
s l eep . " 

%en the weather gets cool i t 
. . . . . . . . . I could go r i gh t to 

I : " I t is too bad I don ' t have a morris chair down here or a 
couch so you could be comfortable." (laughing) 

E: ( laughing) "Say, i f I did tha t , I would go r i g h t to s leep , 
(employee brightens up f o r a few minutes.) Maybe I would ta lk 
to you in my sleep then." ( laughing) 

I : " ( laughing) "Say, t ha t ' s an idea , " 

E: " I t e l l you what you could do then. You could take a hold 
o f my b i g toe and hold that and I would answer anything you 
wanted to ask me. You know they say that i f somebody i s asleep 
and you grab a hold of the i r b ig toe and pu l l i t , that they 
w i l l answer any question you a3k them. They w i l l t a l k r i g h t 
out i n the i r s l eep . A l l you have to do is grab a hold of t he i r 
b ig t o e . I wouldn't l i k e to do tha t . I would be kind o f a f r a i d . 
I wouldn't want t o take a hold of anyone's b ig toe and make them 
t a lk . I t would be so s p o o k y . . . . . . . . . . . ( i n t e r v i e w e r t e l l s funny 

* 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 



I . R . 9-24-31 Cont 'd . 3. 04-7. 

s tory of s i s t e r who used to t a l k in her s l e e p . ) 

E: ( laughing) "That must have been f u n n y . ? . . . . . . . . . (employee 
says nothing fo r over f i v e minutes.) 

I : "You're f e e l i n g quiet today, aren't you?" 

E: " I know i t , I haven' t anything to s a y . . . . . . . Y o u know during 
my vacation I had a t a lk ing streak. I t seemed l i k e I talked a l l 
the t ime. I ta lked so much t o everybody, even to people that I 
never knew before . They were even strangers, t o o . I ta lked to 
them just l i k e I knew them, I don't know what was the matter 
with me that I talked so much then. You know when I meet them 
now they want to know what i s the matter with me. They want to 
know why I am so d i f f e ren t than when I met them. I don ' t know 
why I am so quiet l a t e l y . I jus t don't f e e l l i k e t a lk ing . 
Sometimes I just l i k e to be a l o n e . %en I f e e l that way, i t makes 
me angry to have t o t a l k . " . . . . . . 

I : "Do you f e e l that way too?" 

E: "Yes , sometimes you meet people and they t r y to make you t a lk . 
I t makes me so angry when they do that . I f I don ' t f e e l l i k e 
t a l k i n g , I don ' t want to t a lk , Sometimes I have things in my mind 
that I want t o think about, and I don't want to t a l k . . . . . S o u know 
when I have things that I want to think about I l i k e to get away 
and gdf-for a walk a l l a lone . I don' t want to meet anyone that 
I have to ta lk t o . " 

I : " I do that sometimes t o o . I go over in Jackson Park and walk, 
Do you have a park near you?" 

E: "No, I jus t have toKtfalk i n the n e i g h b o r h o o d . " . . . . . 

I : " I suppose i t i s kind of hard to keep from meeting people 
you know, t o o . " 

E: "Yes, you know a l o t of people in the neighborhood." 

I : "They would be apt to t a lk t o you i f you f e l t l i k e i t or n o t . " 

E: "Wel l , I guess s o . ( l a m e l y ) . . . . . . . I d idn ' t know I wasn't go ing 
t o t a l k when I came down hare today. I d idn ' t think I would be so qu i e t . " 

I : "That 's a l l r i g h t with me. You know what I t o l d you I think 
i t i s a l l r i g h t when you don' t t a lk with people that you f e e l com­
f o r t a b l e w i th , don ' t you?" 

E: "Yes, i f they understand why you are q u i e t . I t makes me angry 
when they t r y to make you t a lk . Sometimes I w i l l be with fr iends 
and they w i l l not f e e l l i k e t a l k i n g , but I won't know i f i t i s me 
or not , I w i l l say, ' I s there anything wrong?* They w i l l say , ' N o , 
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there i s nothing wrong. ' Then I go ahead and keep quiet as long 
as I know nothing i s wrong, I don' t want to t a l k to them i f they 
f e e l that way because maybe they have something on t he i r minds t o 
think about. Maybe they have t roubles of t h e i r own. I just l i k e 
to l e t them alone . I don' t l i k e to be with people that t ry t o 
make you t a l k . " 

I : " i know some people l i k e that t o o . They want to talk a l l the 
time and sometimes I l i k e t o be q u i e t . On my job , you know, I 
have to t a lk to people a l l day l ong , so sometimes in the evening, 
I don ' t want to say anything." 

E: "No, sometimes you just l i k e t o stay quie t , don ' t you? I 
l i k e to be with people that are comfortable when I am quie t . I f 
they know you, they don ' t care i f you are quie t 

I : "Maybe you would r e e l more l i k e ta lk ing in the morning, %nda?" 

E: "Usually in the morning i s the time when I f e e l q u i e t . " 

I : " I s that so?" 

E: "Yes , you would think tha t in the morning you would t a lk most 
wouldn't you? Maybe I would have more t o say in the mornings, I 
don' t know." 

I : "We might t ry i t f o r a few times and s e e . Maybe r i g h t a f t e r 
the lunch hour when you have something to eat and dr ink." 

E: "We could t ry i t and s e e . " . . . . . , 

I : "You haven' t dropped any more peaches, have you?" 

E: ( laughing) "To think that you would remember that! You know 
I was going out to lunch that day, but I just thought I would 
bring a peach or two. Hy mother usuall wraps my lunches up, 
but I a id i t up that day. I guess I was l a z y and I just grabbed 
a s ingle p i e c e of paper. My mother always does i t up r e a l care­
f u l l y . I d idn ' t even bother to t i e i t up, or put a rubber band 
on. I just fo lded i t up and ran o f f because I was in a hurry. 
I just took a l i t t l e that day because I was going out ," 

I : "That 's r i g h t . You have to pack your lunch f o r two lunches, 
don't you?" 

E: ( i n d i f f e r e n t l y ) "Yes , I usually eat a l i t t l e then. Everybody 
usually eats a l i t t l e a t nine t h i r t y . " 

i s "Oh, don ' t they always bring a lunch?" 
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1: ( i n d i f f e r e n t l y ) "Yes , they usually do ." , 

I : "Wel l , our time i s more than up, Wanda. I had no idea that 
i t was so l a t e . " 

S: "Yes, we d idn ' t do very much ta lk ing e i the r . That 's funny, 
i s n ' t i t ? Usually the time drags so when you don ' t t a l k . " 

I : " I guess we both must have f e l t l i k e being q u i e t . " 

E: " I guess that must be i t , because otherwise at leas t one 
o f us would r e e l uncomfortable. w e l l , maybe next time I w i l l 
f e e l l i k e t a l k i n g , " 

I : "Wel l , don't worry about i t i f you d o n ' t , " 
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Relay Assembly Test Room 
Recorded b y . I . Rousseau 

October 1, 1931. 
Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 8. 

T: "Wel l , I almost met you r i g h t outs ide , d idn ' t I ? " 

E: "Yes , I saw you cross ing the s t r ee t but you just weren' t 
looking my way," 

I : " I guess I must have been thinking about something e l s e . . . . . . . 
I guess I was th inking about how good i t f e e l s to walk today, 
I was t e l l i n g you the t rouble I had with my arches, wasn't I ? " 

E: "Yes , I b e l i e v e you were . " ( In te rv iewer t e l l s of going to 
doctor f o r arch suppor ts . ) 

E: "Tes, I imagine that would make you f e e l kind of funny. I t 
would make your f e e t kind of wobble when you walk and that would 
f e e l uncomfortable. You know I ' v e been having a l o t of t rouble 
with my f e e t . See those shoes, (employee i s wearing low-cut , 
high hee led , imi ta t ion l i z a r d s l i ppe r s . Her insteps are badly 
swol len and are taped a t the top of the s l i p p e r . ) I had t o put 
some tape on my f e e t because they were cut t ing so. I l i k e to 
wear them but they make my fee t s w e l l . They don ' t make them swel l 
i f I just wear them a l i t t l e while but i f I wear them a week then 
they swel l t e r r i b l e . I ' v e got some other shoes to wear t o work 
but t h e y ' r e so b i g . *ou know you don't l i k e to wear them when they 
get that way. I just don ' t f e e l r ight in them, (employee goes in 
some d e t a i l as i f defending he r se l f fo r wearing the shoes) 

" I t a l l s tar ted l i k e t h i s . I danced a l l night in some shoes 
and then the next morning they were the only shoes I had t o put 
on, and you know my f e e t were swollen so tha t I couldn ' t se t into 
them because they were new shoes, and a f t e r dancing a l l n ight 
you know how your f e e t swe l l anyway, and then I d i d n ' t get much 
s leep and I had to get up ear ly i n the morning, and I hadn't 
res ted my f e e t enough so tha t they would go down ana so I just 
had to put them on. My f e e t were too b i g fo r them but I d i d n ' t 
have anything e l s e to put on so I had to put them on, ana when I 
got back from church I was nearly dead. Did I f e e l t e r r i b l e ! 
W e l l , that was how i t s tar ted you see . They cut in and then I 
put them on anyway when I went to church." 

"Oh, no, t h i s was the way i t happened. I was s tay ing away from 
home and so they were the only shoes I had t o wear. I s l e p t with 
my g i r l f r i end and so I had t o put them on to get home and then I 
stopped at church on the way home and by the time I got home were 
my f e e t t e r r i b l e ? W e l l , from that time my f e e t s tar ted hurt ing 
me. I t - »o t so bad I could just hardly walk. I gueaa i t would have 
healed up a l l r i g h t but then I put these shoes on and they cut i n t o 
I t some more and I wore them to work. Maybe t h e y ' d be a l l r i g h t i f 
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I wore those other shoes of mine down. I suppose they 'd heal 
up r igh t away hut you know I don' t l i k e t o . I f e e l t e r r i b l e in 
them. You know you can t e l l by looking at them that t h e y ' r e too 
big f o r me. I just don't f e e l r ight in them But I 
r e a l l y ought t o wear shoes l i k e you 've got there, oxfords . I 
know that those are what I should wear to work. I wouldn't have 
any trouble with my f e e t then, but you know I never used to have 
any t rouble with my f e e t a t a l l . I could go out ana dance a l l 
n ight , even with new shoes, and ray f e e t would never bother me a 
b i t , but I think i t must be on account of my wearing those shoes 
when I r e a l l y couldn ' t get in to them. You know i t got so bad 
af te r that that I just had t o rush out fo r a pa i r o f shoes in 
the neighborhood. I just could hardly walk any longer and 
I couldn ' t wai t . Iusual ly get my shoes a t Barman's. 

I : " i s that on the west s ide?" 

E: " W e l l , they have several shops in the c i t y . They have one 
in the l o o p . I ' v e always bought my shoes there but you know 
the l a s t shoes I got there, they haven' t f i t me a t a l l . W e l l , 
I f i n a l l y got a pa i r that d id , but for a long t ime , they just 
won't f i t me r i g h t . 

"You know, ( ind ignant ly ) those shoe men are just t e r r i b l e ! 
I t doesn' t make any d i f fe rence what you say to them they won't 
g ive you the s i ze shoe that you want. They are always f i t t i n g 
me in something that I don ' t want. They always g i v e me shoes 
that are too long and too narrow. Now you take these shoes, 
I think the t rouble with them i s that they are too narrow. 
My foot i s n ' t long , i t ' s short but i t ' s not narrow, and they 
always t ry to g ive me a long and narrow shoe. Why in pumps 
you can ' t do that , you know. They s l i p r i g h t o r f at the h e e l . 
The l a s t pair o f pumps they gave me, I could hardly keep on my 
f e e t . I don' t know why, they always ge t you t o rake shoes l i k e 
t h a t . . . . . . . . . . . Y o u know you can ' t t e l l , when you ' r e just s i t t i n g 
down and t rying them on. Then you wear them a l i t t l e while and 
you walk around and your f e e t swell you know. Of course they 
don't so much in the cold weather but in the hoc weather they do, 
and i t seems to me they ought t o f i t your shoes fo r that . They 
make me m a d . " . . . . , . , . . . 

I : " I f you can' t t e l l when you go in i f t h e y ' r e going t o f i t when 
they ' re swelled a l i t t l e , I wonder i f they can always Tel l i f they 
measure your foo t and g i v e youfc shoe tha t s i z e , " 

E: " W e l l , they ought to be ab le t o . My f e e t a ren ' t except ional . 
I don ' t think they swel l any more than anyone e l ses but everyones 
do a l i t t l e b i t but they just f o o l you every t ime. I t e l l them the 
s i z e that I want and then they don't g i v e i t to me." 
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"Like when I wont in to get these shoes I to la them I 
wanted a rour ana a ha l f but I think I am supposed to take a 
C width, I think i s i t , ana he gave i t to me narrower. What 
can you do when they do that? I was a f ra id before I went in 
that he might make me take pumps because i f I saw pumps I 
would f a l l f o r them; so when I went in I said to him, * I don ' t 
want any pumps and don' t l e t me see any because i f I see tnem 
then I ' l l f a l l f o r them. I don' t want to see any pumps at a l l , 
just show me .slippers! ( laughing) So in that way I got s l ippers 
but they ' re too narrow. They do that to everyone. Why my g i r l 
f r i end got a pair of s l ippers there that s p l i t on her . That 
shows they ' r e too narrow. She took them back and he said, ' W e l l , 
I ' l l g i v e you another pair or shoes ror them. Shall I g i v e you 
the same, kind? ' She said, 'Look here , these shoes are too 
narrow. You always f i t me wi th long and narrow shoes and my f o o t 
i s short and wide. I want something that f i t s my f o o t , • You 
know you can t e l l i f i t f i t s you. Why that one that they gave 
her almost f e l l o f f her foo t but i t was t oo narrow across because 
i t s p l i t . W e l l , you know the way I happened to get shoes to f i t 
t h i s time was that I happened to go in there when she was the re . 
I met her t he re . The f e l l o w had just got her shoes f i t t e d . He 
asked me what kind I wanted and I t o l d him I l i k e d hers and he 
said a l l r i g h t , he'd get me some l i k e them, so while he was 
gone I t r i e d on hers and i t just f i t t e d e x a c t l y . You know our 
shoes always did f i t each other hut l a t e l y she ' s been saying 
to me, 'Your f e e t must have got b i g g e r . *our shoes don't f i t 
me any more,* so when he came back I said, I want one exact ly 
l i k e hers , the same s i z e and everything. I t just f i t s me, ' so 
then he gave them to me and that i s how I got f i t t e d . " 

I j "You go t one en him that t ime, d idn ' t you?" 

E: "Yes, you just have to watch them f e l l o w s but you never 
know when they ' r e going t o f o o l y o u . " . , # » , # » , , 

I : "When he came back f i r s t d i d n ' t he b r ing you a shoe just 
l i k e hers?" 

E: "No, he brought an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t s t y l e but I got what 
I wanted." 

I : " i s n ' t there some '.\ay you could be sure of what t hey ' r e g i v i n g 
you?" 

E: "No, I t e l l him that I want a four and a ha l f C but what are 
you going to do i f they don' t ?rive i t to you. You f ind out l a t e r 
i t i s n ' t what you asked f o r a t a l l , " 

I : "Can't you t e l l by the numbers ins ide?" 

E: "No, t h e y ' v e go t numbers ins ide but t h a t ' s a l o n g number and 
I can ' t t e l l anything by i t . Can you?" 
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I : "Yes, I always t e l l by the ins ide o f the shoe." 

E: " I don't see how you can. I t ' s just a long number. I t 
doesn' t mean anything to me." 

I : (talcing o f f shoe) "Wel l , this has the s i z e r i gh t in here , 
s ee . " 

E: "Wel l , yours i s wri t ten r e a l easy . Mine i s d i f f e r e n t 
than tha t . I t just has a long number. I t has several o f 
them. How could you t e l l from that?" 

I : " i used to get shoes that were marked l i k e that and I remember 
they marked d i f f e r e n t ways. In a f i v e and one ha l f shoe i t might 
have a long number l i k e 38455 or i t might have 3845-iji-. I t might 
have 55, you know l i k e decimals that you learn in school . " (employee 
nods) Only they don' t put the point i t . Or they may wr i te out 
the h a l f . " 

E: " I never not iced that . How do you know which one i t i s ?" 

I : " W e l l , what s i z e shoe do you wear?" 

E: "Wel l , in t h i s kind o f shoe I take a four and a h a l f . In a 
s l ipper or pump i t i s a four and a h a l f , but i f I take an oxford 
a l l I need i s a four a l i t t l e wider . I can ' t wear a four and a 
h a l f in an oxford . I t ' s too l o n g . " . . 

I : " W e l l , i f you know about the s i z e of your shoe you can look 
f o r some number that ends in four or i t might be 45. There is 
always some number that represents the s i z e . " 

E: " I ' l l have to look fo r that next t ime, but I don ' t know i f 
I could read i t . I wish there was some way I could be sure ." 

I : "Couldn't you ask him to show you how they mark there?" 

E: "Say, I could do that . The next time I go there I ' l l do 
that ." 

I : "Then you would know before you l e f t . t h e shop." 

"Of course they say that you don ' t take the same s i z e in 
every type of shoe." 

E: "Oh, y e s , t h a t ' s r igh t o f course* I have t o have a longer 
s l ipper than I have an oxford , but when I ge t th is kind of 
shoe I can t e l l him I want a four and a ha l f , ana i f I want an 
oxford I ' l l make him g i v e me a four , I ' m going to do tha t . " 
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" I t ' s not that I care what s i z e shoe I wear. I am not that 
way. I t ' s just that I want i t to f i t my f o o t . I wouldn't care 
i f I had to have a ten i n order to make me f e e l comfortable, but 
you know a shoe i s n ' t comfortable i f i t doesn ' t f i t your f o o t . " . . . . , 

"Of course I know th is i s n ' t the kind of shoe to wear to work. 
I don ' t know what makes me wear i t . I know I should wear those 
others even i f they are b i g g e r . I could wear these shoes some­
times you know but i t i s just i f I wear them steady f o r more than 
a week that they hurt me. I could wear them fo r a couple of days 
or even a day and they won't hurt me. I guess I ' l l have-to do 
tha t , I could wear them down at l e a s t a day every week and then 
the r e s t of the time I could wear my other shoes. I don' t know 
why I wore these down today. I should have known be t te r . I ' l l 
just have to g i v e my f e e t a good r e s t and ge t them healed up. 
You know i f I wear oxfords to work my f e e t a re a l l r i g h t . 'Then I 
can wear these in between, a t l e a s t f o r a l i t t l e wh i l e . I could 
wear these for an hour or so in the evening. Then I ' l l only 
wear my pumps when I go out dancing, i f I do this y e a r . You 
can ' t wear s l ippers for dancing can you?" 

I : " W e l l , my f e e t are so f l e x i b l e that I almost have t o . You 
always wear pumps, do you?" 

E: "Yes , I always l i k e t o . " 

I : "Why do you l i k e them be t t e r than s l i ppe r s?" 

E: "Oh, I think t h e y ' r e more dressed up, don ' t you? I r e e l be t t e r 
in them. I don't r e a l l y f e e l dressed up unless I have pumps on. 

. . I ' l l have to get myself some more s l ippers ror"going 
out ." Then I ' l l have my pumps f o r dancing. My f e e t won't hurt me 
at a l l i f I l e t them heal up now and just wear th is kind o f shoe 
in the e v e n i n g . " . . . . . , . . i l t i s n ' t so bad on this foo t ( r i g h t ) 
but t h i s one ( l e f t ) i s the one that bothers me. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 
( thought fu l ly) how peop le ' s f e e t a re d i f f e r en t s i z e s , i s n ' t i t , 
and the hands t o o , I suppose, ( look ing at her hands) I think i t i s 
i n t e r e s t i n g . " 

I : " I t i s , i s n ' t i t ? " . . . 

"Have you ever noticed the two s ides of peop le ' s races?" 

E: " Y e s , we were not ic ing that up in the t e s t room the other day. 
We were s i t t i n g there at noon ta lk ing about i t . " 

I : "You mean with your photographs?'* 

E: "Ho, we were just looking at each o ther . I t sure i s funny when 
some people are so d i f f e ren t on one s i d e . " 
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I : "Did you ever no t i ce your l i p s when you were putt ing on 
l i p s t i c k ? " 

E: "Yes , t hey ' r e higher on one s ide than the o ther ." 

I : "Yes , I not iced that t o o . I wonder what the f e l l o w s would 
say i f they knew we had to put our l i p s t i c k on that way to even 
i t up." ( laughing) 

E: " I don't think the f e l l o w s would no t ice anything l i k e that , 
do you?" . . . . • . . • • . • S a y , I know of another embarrassing moment 
that happened the other day t o t e l l you about. I thought of i t 
and was going to t e l l you because I thought you might be in te res ted . 
*ou know there was a lady over on X Street who went to t h e grocery 
f o r a l o a f o f bread and she got the ready s l i c e d and you know she 
had i t under her arm and she was going down the s t ree t and she 

wondered why everybody was looking a t her . She looked a t he r se l f 
and she couldn' t see anything wrong and y e t everybody kept looking 
at her and f i n a l l y somebody said t o her, 'Lady, I think you ' r e 
los ing some o f your b read , ' and she looked around and here a l l 
the way down the block there were s l i c e s of bread l a y i n g . " (laughing 
h i l a r i o u s l y ) 

I : "Say, t h a t ' s a good one, i s n ' t i t ? " 

E: " I ' l l bet she was as embarrassed as I was when I dropped my 
peach. She said she never again was going to get ready s l i c e d 
bread, that she would s l i c e her own bread a f t e r t h a t . " . . . . . . . . 

I : "Did you see th i s happen or was the lady t e l l i n g you?" 

Ei "Ho, I was reading i t i n the paper. They t o l d about i t in 
t h e r e . " 
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RECORD OE INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room October 9 , 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No.4 . 

In terview No. 9. 

E» " I hurried down r e a l f a s t because I thought I was going to be 
l a t e . I almost went up and apologized to that g i r l out there 
because I thought i t was you. ( laughing) Instead I have to apologize 
t o you ." 

I : "No, because I just got he re . " 

E: "Are you going t o ask Anna down this afternoon?" 

I : "Yes , I am." 

EJ " I was just wondering i f you were . " 

I : "Wal l , I got held up th i s week because I had to work on some 
things f o r my boss a while day and I couldn' t have anyone down." 

E: (p l easan t ly ) " W e l l , tha t i s good. You can have Anna down t h i s 
afternoon and i t w i l l be a l l r i g h t . " 

I : " l f igured I could ge t caught up today," 

E: "Sure, that w i l l be good, 

Employee seemed t o have nothing to say. 

I : "How are your f e e t , Wanda?" 

E: " W e l l , I wore those o ld shoes o f mine and they were a l l r i gh t . 
Then I got a n a i l i n them and I had to wear something e l s e , and 
now they are a l l swel led up aga in . " 

Employee has on high heeled kid dress pumps. 

E: " i had to wear these t h i s morning. I r e a l l y have been wearing 
those tan ones I had on l a s t time and they d i d n ' t bother me, but 
when I put them on t h i s morning, I could get them on, but when I 
stepped on them, i t hurt me so. I thought I had be t te r not wear 
them, ao I put these on. My r igh t foo t foesn ' t hurt me, but I 
can ' t put my f o o t a l l the way in with the l e f t f o o t . " 

I : "Oh, you can ' t step on i t f l a t then, can you?" 

E: "Yes , I step on i t . " 

I j "Oh, i t doesn' t make you l imp?" 
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E: "Yes , i t makes me l imp. Of course I can ' t put ray f u l l weight 
on i t . " 

I : , "That i s what I was thinking." 

E: "Yes, I wore those old shoes of mine that I had dyed and they 
were a l l r igh t hut I had to go and get a n a i l in them. Have you 
ever heard that you get blood poison i f you wear shoes too soon 
af te r t h e y ' r e dyed? I was reading once about someone that died 
that way. I t sa id you were supposed to wait a week." 

I "Do you think i t would a f f e c t everyone that way?Some people 
get poisoned eas ier than o thers . " 

E: " I guess i t ' s just those that are weak that way. I know I ' v e 
done i t l o t s of t imes . I l e f t my dark shoes home for my s i s t e r 
to f i x the other day and she d idn ' t take them to the shoe maker 
l i k e she should o f , so I had to wear these today. They had a 
n a i l i n and when I t r i e d to take i t out, the ins ide part a l l 
came out . I t was wet out and I guess that i s what made the ins ide 
part come out. You" know the shoes have been dyed ai d the na i l 
kind of made a l i t t l e hole in my f o o t . I was so scared when I 
looked at i t . My stockings were a l l black and i t was bloody t o o . 
When I took o f f my stocking, I could see the ho le in my f o o t . I t 
was a l l black. I was so scared, but I washed i t with water and i t 
came o f f . I t wouldn't come out of the ho l e . I kind of dug around 
in there but i t wouldn't come out, so I put iodine on and i t has 
been a l l r i g h t . When I wore my black shoes to work the other day, 
I went home a c r i p p l e . I had some old shoes that are r e a l comfort­
able that I wear around the house. I always keep old shoes when 
they are comfortable, so I can wear them around the house." 

I : "You couldn' t wear them to work when you sent the others t o the 
shoemaker?" 

E: "Oh, no! They were too o ld! 'bu t I always wear them around 
the house, I don ' t have to wear these when I am at home. 'The 
other day when I went home a c r ipp le I put my f e e t in cold water 
and then I put my sa lve on. When I go home and they hur t , I 
always do that and they f e e l p re t ty good. I d id that l a s t night 
but then th i s morning I could hardly get any shoes on. They 
were so swelled up . • • • • • • • I picked the scab o f f of these l a s t 
week and you know when I went home a f t e r wearing those black shoes, 
i t looked just as though there was a blood b l i s t e r under t he r e . " 

I * "Was there one?" 

E: "Wal l , i t looked that way. There was blood underneath. I t was 
just f i e r y You know they say i f you l e t one sore come on 
top of another that way, you are apt to get cancer ." 
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I : "Do they?" 

E: "That i s what they say. Didn ' t you ever hear that? You 
know they say when you get h i t r e a l hard, you ge t cancer t o o , " 

I : " Y e s , I have heard them say tha t , hut I don ' t know i f i t i s 
t r u e . " 

E J " I guess i t i s just when you get h i t r e a l h a r d ? . . . . . . . . 

I I "Maybe i t i s l i k e you were saying about people who get blood 
po ison ing ." 

E: "Maybe that i s i t . " 

I : "Maybe i t would e f f e c t some people more than o thers . " 

E: "Yes , I am always h i t t i n g myself . You know they say l o t s 
o f t h i n g s . You hear people saying that about cancer." 

i : "Yes , I know i t . " . . . * . . . I guess they cb n ' t know much about 
the cause of cancer, do they?" 

E: " I can remember reading about i t in high school and I guess 
they d i d n ' t know much about i t t h e n . " . . . • , 

i : "And I guess they know qui te a b i t more about i t than they did 
a few years a g o , don ' t they?" 

E: "Yes , I suppose s o . " 

I : " I have a brother- in- law who studies cancer. He i s what 
they c a l l a b a c t e r i a o l o g i s t , he studies germs. And I don ' t think 
they know much about i t . " 

E: "No, I guesa not (Employee seems to have no tiling 
more t o s a y . ) 

I : " I was going to t e l l you, Wanda, I was down to the Library 
the other day and I saw a book on moths. Do you remember when 
we were t a l k ing about moths a couple or weeks ago? You said i t 
would be in te res t ing to know more about them. W e l l , I thought I 
would get the book. Here i t i s . (Marcy 0 . Dickerson, Moths and 
B u t t e r f l i e s ) I looked i t over and thought i t was r e a l i n t e r e s t i ng . 
I t i s n ' t hard reading, you know. I t i s wr i t t en f o r somebody 
l i k e you or me that has never studied moths and b u t t e r f l i e s . 
This in t roduct ion i s w r i t t e n f o r people who have studied them, 
but the r e s t i s r e a l i n t e r e s t i ng reading ." ( In te rv iewer gpea 
through d i f f e r e n t sec t ions of the book wi th the employee, point ing 
out things o f i n t e r e s t and looking at the p i c t u r e s . ) 

2 : "That looks v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g . " 
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I : " I d idn ' t know, but I thought you might l i k e t o look at i t . " 

E: "Could I take i t out?" 

I : "Yes, i f you care t o , you are qu i t e welcome to i t . " 

E: "Yes , I would l i k e t o . Then I coulci ge t i t back to you the 
next time I see you. I think i t w i l l be r e a l i n t e r e s t i n g . You 
know when we f i r s t moved out t o where we l i v e , there weren ' t very 
many houses there and people had gardens. They had a l o t of 
f lowers and they had.vegetables too and there were a l l kinds of 
b u t t e r f l i e s and a l l kinds o f c a t e r p i l l a r s , I can s t i l l remember 
a l o t o f them. Of course there are more people there now and you 
don't see so many of them, but i can s t i l l remember them. And 
the moths . {en thus i a s t i ca l l y ) there are so nany o f them. Maybe when 
I read about them, I w i l l find out more about them so I won't k i l l 
a l l of them. Then there won't be so many to go a f t e r . ¥ou Know I 
have t o k i l l them a l l because I don ' t know. Maybe now they w i l l ge t the i r 
l i v e s saved, ( laughing) When do you have to get the book bacK?" 

I ; "Not fo r two weeks." 

E: "Say, how do you l i k e the weather we have been having. I s n ' t 
i t c o o l ? " 

I : " I s n ' t i t ? " 

E: "Last night i t was qu i t e cold,wasn ' t i t ? " 

I : "Yes , I was quite cold on the way home l a s t n igh t . " 

E: "They say we are going to have a hard winter th is y e a r . .Everybody 
says that , haven' t you hjard i t ? " 

I : ' Y e s , that i s what they say," 

E: " I think i t must be so , because look a t the weather we are 
ge t t ing now. You know that n ice coo l weather that we had l a s t week, 
w e l l i t i s supposed to be that way a l l during October, I th ink." 

I : " I guess i t i s , i s n ' t i t ? You know I can ' t t e l l much about the 
weather ye t because I have only been back here two years and l a s t 
year i t was so mild ana the year before that i t was so seve re . " 

E: "Wel l , I guess we are going to get a hard winter a l l r i g h t . 
Remember that b l i z z a r d we had l a s t year or was i t year before l a s t ? " 

I : " I t was the year before l a s t that we had the bad storm, wasn't 
i t ? " -
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E: " W e l l , we had one las t yea r , don't you remember? I remember 
i t was t e r r i b l e on a Saturday. I t was so windy. I t snowed r e a l 
hard a l l Saturday and the g i r l s couldn' t come down to work, but 
I walked t o work, so I was there a lone . " 

I : "Wouldn't that be funny to be i n the t e s t room a l l a lone?" 

E: "Wel l , i t wasn't exac t ly a l o n e . Some of the g i r l s walked to 
work t o o . " 

I : " I was wondering about Bea and the inspector before Josephine. 
I wondered i f you meant them t o o . " 

E: " I -think Bea was there that day i f you were on the "L* you 
could, but the other g i r l s couldn' t come down. Then I think I 
had a c o l d . Yes , I remember v e r y c l e a r l y now. Then I had to 
stay home from work when they came down. I t was funny, ( laughing) 
I remember there was so much snow on Sunday that I couldn' t go t o 
church and you know I never miss church on Sunday, but I couldn ' t 
go through snow up t o my knees to make a path..•••-••But I suppose 
coming from where you do* you wouldn't think much of that ." 

I : "We l l , you know we used to have an awful l o t . Sometimes we 
would have f i v e f e e t o f snow i n the back yard ." 

E: "Just imagine tha tI And I suppose you l i k e i t . " 

I : "Yes, when we were k ids , we used t o go out anci wade in i t . " 

E: "Wel l , you probably don' t think anything of the storms around 
here then even when they have a l o t of snow, but people around 
here maJfce an awful fuss . They don' t want to go out in i t . " . . . . . . . 

I : " W e l l , I guess our time i s up." 

E: "Yes , I guess i t i s . (picking up book) Say, i f you need th is 
book before I see you next t ime, I w i l l send i t down by one of the 
other g i r l s . " 

I : "No, you don't need to bother because this can be out f o r two 
weeks." 

E: " W e l l , I suppose you want t o go ins ide this morning, don ' t 
you? You w i l l be too co ld to go ou t s ide . " 

Employee seemed reluctant to l e a v e . 
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RECORD 0? INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room October 15, 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 10. 

Employee i s ve ry quiet at f i r s t . 

E: (Smi l ing) "You know i t was the funniest thing about that book. 
You know a l l the pic tures o f c a t e r p i l l a r s there are in there? 
W e l l , Sunday afternoon I was reading i t and those p ic tures made me 
f e e l so funny. I t makes me kind of s i ck . W e l l , I thought I would 
put i t down f o r a whi le and get over i t , so I made some fudge and 
then when the fudge was done and I took some of i t . I sat down and 
I thought I would read that book again and hones t ly , I Kept seeing 
those c a t e r p i l l a r s a l l o v e r . I could see them a l l over the fudge. 
I t was just as i f they were r e a l l y there . Why you know I 
couldn' t even eat i t . Of course I don't l i k e bugs and I guess 
that i s the reason, but you know they were so l i f e - l i k e i n 
the re . " 

I : "You mean the p i c tu r e s . " 

E: "Yes , and i t seemed as though I were seeing the r e a l thing 
a l l over my fudge. I put nuts in the fudge and everytime I b i t 
on a nut I thought I was b i t i n g a c a t e r p i l l a r , (laughing and 
grimacing) And yesterday I brought i t down t o work and I thought 
I would read i t . I was eating an apple and you know I s ta r ted 
seeing c a t e r p i l l a r s a l l over that apple . I cou ldn ' t even eat 
i t . I would think to myself , 'Now I won ' t look a t those p i c tu re s . • 
I would keep reading and seeing them anyway. Then I would look 
a t the p ic tures o f the b u t t e r f l i e s and t ry to f o r g e t about the 
c a t e r p i l l a r s , but I couldn ' t . I never could stand c a t e r p i l l a r s . 
The g i r l s were razz ing me about i t something t e r r i b l e . I t was so 
funny. We had a l o t o f fun. I sa id , 'Do you g i r l s want to know 
something about c a t e r p i l l a r s ? ' 'They l ay t h e i r eggs about f i v e 
or s ix a t a t ime, and then about twenty l i t t l e c a t e r p i l l a r s w i l l 
come out of them.' Then they would s t a r t t a lk ing and they t r i e d 
to t a l k louder than I d i d . They would t r y to t a l k so loud that 
they couldn ' t hear what I was saying and I would t r y t o t a lk above 
them, ( laughing) We had a l o t of fun . . .They were r azz ing me 
when I was eat ing my apple. You. know the seeds in i t were black 
and I saw them there and I d idn ' t think o f i t . They s a id , 'Look 
out . There is a cat»r j r i l l lar on your a p p l e . ' I sa id , 'You can 
have i t . * That was enough f o r me2 . . . . . . I have always been 
a f ra id o f c a t e r p i l l a r s . I was scared r e a l bad by a c a t e r p i l l a r 
once when I was r e a l young. We had a b i g t r e e i n our yard and 
i t was f u l l of c a t e r p i l l a r s , and one time when I was p lay ing 
under i t , one of them f e l l on me. I was so scared, I wouldn't 
touch i t . I y e l l e d so loud my mother thought someone was k i l l i n g 
me. I cou ldn ' t stand to touch i t myself and I ran t o her to take 
i t o f f o f me. Oh, I screamea l i k e every th ing . I was so scared 
o f that c a t e r p i l l a r . I have never l i k e d c a t e r p i l l a r s . 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 



I . R . 10-15-31 Cont 'd . 2 . 04-10. 

"There was a corner house near us that had a b ig t r ee and 
i t was just f u l l o f those c a t e r p i l l a r s . Why they were even 
crawling a l l over the home. When I would go t o work I wouldn't 
go past there because I would be af ra id that one o f those c a t e r ­
p i l l a r s would f a l l on me. The t r e e was just f u l l of thera. You 
know there were a l o t of t rees on the way to work and I don ' t 
l i k e to go on s t ree ts where there are a l o t o f t r e e s . Even 
now I would be af ra id to go past that corner home f o r fear that 
one would drop on me .Of course I don' t l i k e bugs, but I 
am not a f ra id o f mud t u r t l e s . My brother had a couple of them. 
He kept them i n the back yard and put some mud in the bottom 
and kept them there f o r qui te a wh i l e . I would go out and play 
with them every once i n a whi le . One of them snapped, but the 
other one d i d n ' t . " 

I : "Did i t ever snap any one?" 

E: "No, nobody ever l e t i t . They would just play with i t with 
s t i c k s . They would take l i t t l e s t i cks and poke at . them, you 
know. When you would go out the re , they would come to the t o p . " 

I : "Oh, they kept them i n a p a i l of water ." 

E: "Yes, they had them f o r qu i t e a whi l e . Did you ever hear o f 
t u r t l e soup?" 

I : " Y e s . . . . . . B u t I never ate any." 

E: M I never did e i t h e r . I imagine i t would be qui te good. We 
make soup out of chicken and e v e r y t h i n g . " . . . . . . . 

I : "Yes, and c l a m s . " . • • • • • • • • 

E: " Y e s . . . . . . . I don' t know why I should be a f ra id of c a t e r p i l l a r s . 
Some people a ren ' t a f r a id to touch t h e m . " . . . . . . . 

I : 'Yes, some people think ttiey are just s o f t ana v e l v e t y to touch." 

E: "Velvety I That i s n ' t the kind o f v e l v e t y I want I I would 
rather have something hard and r o u g h . . . » » • • .You know I d idn ' t 
fee l that way when you read i t t o me. That d idn ' t make me f e e l 
funny at a l l . I t was just when I read i t myself and saw the 
pic tures of the c a t e r p i l l a r s . . . . . . . T h e sun i s shining kind of 
br igh t today, i s n ' t i t ? w e haven ' t had any fo r qui te a w h i l e . " 

I : "Yes , i t i s n ice out , i s n ' t i t ? I t i s warmer today 
t o o , i s n ' t i t ? " 

S: "Yes, i t i s kind o f warm.? (Employee s i t s f o r f i v e 
o r t en minutes saying no th ing .} 
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I : 'How are your f e e t now, wanaa?" 

E: "Oh, they are f i n e . 'They are a l l r i gh t now because I am 
wearing these shoes, (employee has on high heeled t i e s - the 
ones she d idn ' t want to wear because they were too l a r g e ) Of 
course the scab hasn't come o r f y e t , but I can t i e these r e a l 
t i g h t . Then i t goes down. 1 1 

I : "You mean you t i e i t t i g h t to make i t go down?" 

E: "Wel l , i t i s going away, s e e . I t i e i t t i g h t and then i t 
goes down. I w i l l have t o ' t i e i t even t i g h t e r ye t because i t i s 
going down s t i l l more. They a r en ' t swollen l i k e tbey were, see . 
My Jeft foo t i s the only one that bothers me tnough. The r ight 
one doesn't ' at a l l . " ( e m p l o y e e i s very quiet fo r a long time and 
apparently has nothing more to s a y . ) 

I : "You are f e e l i n g pre t ty quie t today, a r en ' t you?" 

E: "Yes , I guess I have nothing t o say." 

I : "That i s a l l r i g h t , but I guess i f you have nothing e l s e to 
say, we had be t t e r c a l l th i s a l l because I am not going to be 
here th i s afternoon and I have some things to do ." 

" W e l l , thank you so much f o r br inging that book anyway. I 
looked a t the p ic tures even i f I couldn ' t read i t . I t was n ice 
of you to bring i t . " 

Before l e a v i n g , employee says , 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room October 22, 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 1 1 . 

E: " I hope we ' r e going to get some more of t h i s weather, because 
we haven' t had ve ry much of i t have we?" 

is "No, we haven' t Did you read in the paper l a s t night 
what the man a t one of the zoos said about the winter?" 

E: "No, .1 d i d n ' t see i t . What did he say?" 

I : " W e l l , he predic ted a mild winter because the fur on the 
squir re ls was so thin that you could see t h e i r skin ." 

E: " i s that so? Wel l , I wonder i f that means anything. i>o you 
suppose they can t e l l ? " 

I : "Didn' t you ever hear that before?" 

E: "No, I never d i d . " 

I When we were chi ldren we used to hear the the Indians t o l d 
tne weather that way. I f there was heavy fur on the animals in 
the f a l l , they predic ted a co ld winter,* and i f the fur was t h in 
i t was supposed to be a mild one ." 

E: " I never heard that be fo r e . Do you suppose they can r e a l l y 
t e l l that way? S t i l l , I suppose i f i t ' s going to be a cold 
winter , the animals have to have a l o t of fur to keep them 
warm, don ' t they?" 

I : " I d o n ' t know what the weather man would say about that way of 
f i g u r i n g the weather." 

E: "You know, there a re some people say we are going to have a 
hard w i n t e r . . . . . . . b e c a u s e we had sucTi a warm summer. I don ' t 
know how much truth there i s to tha t , but you h e a r . " . . . . . . 

I : "Yes, you hear people say things l i k e that l o t s of times 
Say, I was reading an a r t i c l e by a g e o l o g i s t , or a me teo ro log i s t , 
I don ' t know which i t was, a whi le a g o . I t was about the weather, 
and he was t e l l i n g about how people w i l l say , ' W a l l , the winters 
are a l o t harder than they were when I was a c h i l d , ' o r , 'The 
summers a re ge t t i ng a l o t ho t te r than they used to b e . ' He says 
i n a way they are r i g h t , because sometimes f o r a period or t en 
years or so we may have severe win te rs , and then maybe f a r another 
long per iod we w i l l have mild winters , so i t seems that the weather 
i s g e t t i n g hot te r or c o l d e r . " 

I : "That ' s r i g h t . " 
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I : "He sa id i t seams that way, but r e a l l y , i t ' s only changing 
frora-hotter to colder and back again." 

E: "Yes , I suppose s o . . . . . . . W e l l , i t ce r t a in ly would be nice 
i f we could have a mild winter th is yea r , wouldn't i t ? There 
are so many people out of work, and you know i t takes a l o t of 

«money to buy coa l to keep you warm," 

i : "That would make a big d i f fe rence , wouldn't i t ? " 

E: "Yes , I c e r t a i n l y hope i t w i l l be warm." 

"Say, did you hear about the Company making an appeal to 
everyone to g i v e money t o the poor people - just a few cents a 
week? You are supposed to sign a card and then you get a 
button l i k e t h i s . " (Displaying her button) 

I : "Oh, are those the buttons? Yes , they t o l d us about i t 
yes terday. Did you get one o f those l e t t e r s ? " 

E: "Yes, we got them. You know I think t ha t ' s an awfully gooa 
idea . What's a few cents a week? You know, you r e a l l y don't 
no t i ce i t a t a l l . You might just go and waste that , but i t might 
mean a l o t t o some people , I think that was n ice of them." 

I : " I do , t o o . " 

E: "You know, t h e g i r l s were crabbing about the co lo r . They get so 
s i l l y up there sometimes. They sa id they ought to be black and 
orange because Halloween i s coming." ( laughing) 

I s "Who suggested that?" ( laughing) 

E: "Somebody said that up there . I don ' t remember just who i t was, 
but we had to l a u g h . . . . . . I hear you ' r e going t o that par ty . " 

I : " Y e s , I 'm going for a whi le , but I have to leave at seven 
t o get downtown on time fo r a concert I 'm going t o . " 

E: " W e l l , t h a t ' s too bad, but you can be there part o f the t ime, 
can't you? We g i r l s are a l l go ing ." 

Is "Oh, are a l l o f you going?" 

Es "Wel l , some o f us. Anna i s n ' t going, and I guess Bea i s n ' t , 
but the r e s t o f us w i l l a l l be the re . " (beaming) 

is " W e l l , maybe I ' l l see you . " 

Es "Yes , y o u ' l l be sure to see us . W e ' l l be dressed up." 
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E: " I wonder what they a re planning f o r us. I imagine i t w i l l 
be rather n ice . I wonder I f there w i l l be dancing. I suppose 
i t w i l l l a s t quite l a t e , t i l l about ten o ' c l o c k , won't i t , i f 
the re ' s dancing?" . 

I : " I suppose so . They have a program planned, then a f t e r 
that i s judging of costumes." 

E: " W e l l , i f they have dancing, t o o , i t w i l l l a s t quite l a t e . " 

E: " W e l l , I ' v e got my ree t a l l hea led ." 

I ; "Have You? That ' s good." 

E: " Y e s , I took the scab o f f . These shoes kind of cut i n , but. 
when I wear shoes that cut in I put a p iece of c lo th around my 
foo t and then i t don' t hurt me." I put i t on kind of th ick , and 
then i t never cuts i n . " 

I : "Are they a l l healed up, or i s that a l i t t l e swel l ing l e f t ? " 

E: "Well* they s t i ck out when I wear shoes cut as low as t h i s , but 
my foo t i s kind o f f l e shy the re . I ' v e got p lenty of r lesh a l l 

:- ove r , ( l a u g h i n g ) . . . . . . I ' m gaining a l o t . I ' m gaining as f a s t as 
I l o s t during vaca t ion . I l o s t so f a s t , but I ' m gaining a l o t . 
I wouldn't stop a t the hosp i t a l . I could just as w e l l have 
stopped there, but I d idn ' t want t o . ( laughing) I ' l l wai t u n t i l 
next week. This i s the f i f t h week, so we go to the hosp i ta l 
next week. You know, i t was funny the way I l o s t during vaca t ion . 
That f i r s t week I a te so much I thought sure i was going to ga in 
a l o t , and then the next week I d idn ' t want to eat a t a l l . I 
f igured X must have gained some during l3iat f i r s t week, but then 
I found out that t had l o s t f i v e pounds, so I must have l o s t a t 
l eas t thst the . last week. And then I l o s t a f t e r vacat ion , t o o , 
don't you remember? But now I ' v e s tar ted t o go up a g a i n . . . . . . . . 
since the coo l weather." 

I : " I s n ' t that funny that you should l o s e so during vaca t ion . " 

E: " I s n ' t that funny? I just d idn ' t want t o e a t at a l l . I was too 
busy-to ea t , I guess, but now I 'm going up again p l e n t y . " ( l a u g h i n g ) 

Say, have you been no t i c ing the moon? I don ' t know 
whether i t was f u l l l a s t night or not . Did you no t ice?" 

I : " W e l l , I remember when Theresa and I were walking over to the 
other bui ld ing , that I c a l l e d her a t t en t ion to i t and i t wasn't f u l l . " 

E: "No, I guess I t wasn ' t . You know, I always watch the moon. I 
1^ was coming home l a s t night about ten o ' c l o c k . Xou know there a re a 

l o t o f t r e e s on our s t r e e t , and t o see the moon shining down between 
the t r e e s was beaut i fu l . Maybe we no t i ce i t more on our s t ree t 
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because usually i t i s dark the re . There a r en ' t any l i g h t s in 
the middle of the block, but l a s t night i t was so b r i gh t . You 
should have seen i t . I l i k e to look out a t i t from my parlor 
window. There are a l o t of t r ee s out the re , and to see the 
moon shining behind the leaves i s so p r e t t y . Last night I saw 
i t behind the t r e e s . I think the moon this month i s wonderful. 
I always watch i t - when i t begins and when i t fades away. You 
know, i t ' s funny when i t ' s r e a l small i t doesn ' t come up very 
f a r and i t goes down r e a l e a r l y . When i t ge ts f u l l i t ' s up 
h igher , and i t stays up a l l n ight . Why, l a s t night i t just 
d i d n ' t seem t o move. Oh, the moon was wonderful in July, 
( e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ) I never saw anything so beaut i ful as the 
July moon, but you know - w e l l , I guess i t was a l l r i g h t in 
August - but I d idn ' t care fo r the September moon a t a l l . I 
don ' t know why. I t just d idn ' t seem to mean anything to me. 
I looked at i t , and I d idn ' t f e e l anything, but th is one i s 
beau t i fu l . I don ' t know why I f e l t that way about the July 
moon, but I was just crazy about i t . . . . . . I was asking the 
g i r l s i f they were not ic ing the moon, and you know Theresa 
was so funny. She sa id , 'My, somebody must be Roman t i ck .* 
We had to laugh. When I was t a lk ing about i t , she sa id , 
•Gee, somebody i s ge t t i ng roman t i c k . ' " 

I : "You mean she made a s l i p or she was being funny?1* 

E: "She sa id i t on purpose, but she said i t that w a y . . . . . . W e l l , 
I ' m a f ra id i t ' s g e t t i n g time f o r me to go baek. Tnere are a 
few l i t t l e th ings I have to do , " 

I s " I suppose you have somethings to get ready f o r the par ty , 
don ' t you?" 

Es " Y e s , I have some things I want to do ." 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room October 29, 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 12. 

Employee i s in a very quie t mood toaay although not 
uncommunicative. Much of the time was spent in ta lk ing about 
the weather and the g i r l s * party of l a s t week. In t e res t ing 
remarks a re as f o l l o w s : 

"Say, I thought that Jew was awfully good. Xou'd think 
she was a born Jew, wouldn*t you? The way she was s e l l i n g 
her th ings . Were you there when Josephine was up on the 
stage? I don*t know how i t happened, but she was up t h e r e , 
with the Jew I think i t was, ac t ing s i l l y and she didn ' t know 
the Mike was turned on. I ' v e fo rgo t t en what she sa id , I 
think i t was, ' H a i l , h a i l the gan 's a l l h e r e ' and i t just 
shrieked out. A l l the g i r l s had to laugh though. Gee, she 
was funny. Didn ' t she cut up though? That was a nice lunch 
we had wasn't i t ? I had c o f f e e . I d o n ' t l i k e mi lk . " 

I : "Say, d id you see the moon Sunday n igh t , Wanda?" 

E: "Sunday night - l e t ' s see T e s . I saw i t about e leven 
o ' c l o c k . I t was r e a l b r igh t and did you see i t Saturday night?" 

I : " I don ' t remember." 

E: " W e l l , l e t me see. I t was Saturday night that i t was so 
beau t i fu l . I t was just so br ight and when i t came out from 
behind the clouds on Friday night i t was t o o . I know about 
e leven o ' c l o c k when I turned out the l i g h t s I looked out the 
window and i t was out r ea l b r igh t . Before that i t had been behind 
the clouds. Saturday night when I was going down the s t r ee t I 
was going r i gh t towards the moon, and i t just sort of stunned 
me i t was so beaut i fu l . But did you no t i ce i t Tuesday night? 
I t just d idn ' t seem anything t o me a t a l l . I d i d n ' t have any 
f e e l i n g when I looked at i t . I don ' t know why i t should De 
that way. Sometimes I w i l l come down to the t e s t room and 
say, "Did you see the moon l a s t night? Wasn't i t beautiful? 
and t h e y ' l l say , 'Oh, here comes the Moon g i r l . " 

I : "So t ha t ' s what they c a l l you . " 

E: ( laughing) "Yah. They think I have something to think about, 
( d e r i s i v e l y ) . But you know I always watch the moon. Now did you 
not ice l a s t week about Thursday? I t was coming up about four 
o ' c l o c k and Saturday i t was about s i x o ' c l o c k . Now towards the 
end of t h i s week i t w i l l be about e l even o ' c l o c k and now i t w i l l 
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s t a r t ge t t i ng smaller t o o . You know I never noticed that 
be fo re . I just thought i t got f u l l and then i t disappeared, 
but i t doesn' t do that. I t s ta r t s r e a l small and then i t 
gets back t o where i t s ta r ted . I watch the moon a l l the time 
now.' « 

Is "Did you no t ice how i t was Sunday nis-ht ea r ly?" 

Es " I saw i t l a t e r when i t was b r i g h t . " 

I i " W e l l , I never saw i t look l i k e that b e f o r e . I t was about 
f i v e o ' c l o c k and i t was a l i t t l e b i t dark, but the moon wasn't 
b r igh t enough to send out many rays , and you know i t looked 
jus t l i k e a br ight b a l l hanging up in the sky . " 

Es " I have noticed that t o o . I think Tuesday night ea r ly 
I t was l i k e tha t , I l i k e i t when i t ' s that way. I t ' s that 
way before i t gets r e a l dark and the moon doesn't send out 
any rays . You know I l i k e to watch the moon. I think i t w i l l 
be fun to watch the moon in the winter t ime , don't you? I -
always no t ice i t , but sometimes i t looks so cold to me. When-
ever I ge t outside the f i r s t thing I say i s , *0h, look at the 
moon,'-and then I ' l l s ay , ' I don ' t l i k e i t . I t ' s a cold moon,' 
and people w i l l say, 'Cold moon. %at do you mean?'" 

I s " I ' v e been watching i t more s ince we were talking l a s t t ime. 
You know how I was t e l l i n g you l a s t time there are so many t a l l 
bui ld ings aroundwiere I l i v e that I ' v e aort o f gotten out of 
the hab i t . " 

Es " Y e s # You can get out of the hab i t , can ' t you? ( laughing) 
W e l l , you know I have a l l of my fr iends looking at the moonj 
( laughing) I ' l l ask them about the moon and then they M l say 
they d idn ' t no t ice i t and then t h e y ' l l s ta r t looking at i t 
and then they a l l get in teres ted i n i t , " 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room November 5, 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 13 . 

Employee seems to be in a pleasant mood th i s morning, 
but not very t a l k a t i v e . Time i s spent in s i lence and in t r i v i a l 
remarks about the weather, e t c . In terviewer makes same explana­
t ion as to Operator 3 on previous day regarding function of 
in terviewing in improving indust r ia l condit ions; conf iden t i a l 
nature of in terviewing; need f o r continuous in terv iewing; 
supervisors ' t r a in ing , e t c 

I : " I guess that i s about a l l I have to t e l l you. Are there 
any questions you want to ask me?" 

E (Who has been rather ind i f fe ren t to i n t e rv i ewer ' s s t o r y . ) 
I don ' t think I have anything t o ask you. I t i s just that there 
i s n ' t much to say. There i s not much happening r igh t now." 

I : "That happens l o t s of t imes , doesn't i t ? " 

$aployee laughed. 

I : "As I said before, I expect that, (casual ly ) • • • • • . . . . . . 

" W e l l , how i s your moon g e t t i n g along?" 

E: "Oh, I haven't been look ing at the moon a l l this week. I 
just haven' t thought to look at i t . I t i s ge t t ing r e a l small 
now though. Last week end i t was Just a quarter moon." 

I : "As I was s i t t i n g reading l a s t Saturday n igh t , I caught a 
glimpse o f the moon out of the window, but the shades were down 
and the book I was reading was too i n t e r e s t i ng to l eave and then 
la te r I couldn' t see i t . " ( laughing) 

E: " I t came up l a t e on Saturday. There i s n ' t any now. There 
w i l l be one about the sixteenth of s even teen th . . . . . . . . F o r a long 
time now i t has been the seventeenth, I have watched t o s e e . 
The l a s t time i t came i t was the s ixteenth, so I suppose i t w i l l 
be the f i f t een th th i s t ime. I t comes a l i t t l ear H e r . . . . . . . . b u t 
fo r a long time there , I know i t was fo r three months I watched 
i t and i t came on the seventeenth every t ime . I s n ' t that funny?" 

I : " ( laughing) Maybe i t got delayed." 

E: " I know i t did th* fo r three months, but I think i t w i l l 
be the f i f t e e n t h th is month." 

I : " I wonder i f that i s what i t shows on the calendar ." 

E: "Yes, i t i s down t h e r e . " . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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I : "How are your f e e t g e t t i n g a long?" 

Employee i s s t i l l wearing high heeled low cut shoes and 
one foo t has a bandage on i t . 

E: "Oh, they a re a l l r i g h t now. I s t i l l keep that bandage on 
there so i t won't cut in because I had these shoes s o l e d . " 

I : "Oh, and they are a l i t t l e t i g h t now.," 

E: "Yes , these a r e the shoes I had dyed and they get my ankles 
d i r t y . " 

I ; " I always get mine a l i t t l e d i r t y though, don' t you?" 

E: No, I don't unless they are dyed. How a r e your arches 
now?" 

I : "They are jus t f ine now. I haven ' t had any trouble wi th them 
for a couple o f weeks, ( e t c . ) 

"Say, I have about decided something, W anda, and I want to t e l l 
a l l you g i r l s about i t . I think I am going to have t o in te rv iew 
a l l of you in the mornings some weeks and in t h e afternoons other 
weeks, ^ ike l a s t week, I had to s e e you a l l i n the arternoon. 
This week I w i l l have to see you a l l i n the morning. I think I 
w i l l have to keep on doing that - I am not qu i t e sure y e t . " 

% p l o y e e looks agreeable but says nothing • • • • 

I i "There i s something e l s e I tftink I,am going t o change. How 
would you l i k e to be in terviewed ins ide now so that we don ' t have 
to go outdoors?" 

E: "That would be n i c e . " 

I : " I have the use of a room now, near our o f f i c e . I thought maybe 
with had weather coming, tha t i t would be b e t t e r . " 

E: "That would be n i c e . " 

I i "Would you r e a l l y rather have i t up there?" 

E: " W e l l , I don ' t mind i t ou ts ide , but i t i s rather a long wa lk . " 
(making a f a c e . ) 

I : "Don't you l i k e to walk?" 
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E: "Wel l , I l i k e t o , but I ge t plenty o f walking. I walk to 
work*and home again and that i s a l o t of walking and then around 
where we l i v e , there aren ' t many places c lose , I get a l o t 
of walking done there . I t i s three miles to work and home 
aga in . You know when I come down in the morning I w i l l be r e a l 
warm because I got a l l warmed up from walking and the other 
g i r l s w i l l be so cold with winter dresses on and I w i l l just 
have a sunns r dress on, but you know pret ty soon I w i l l get 
c o l d . I guess i t i s just because I get warmed up." 

I*. "That must be i t . " 

E: M I think i t would be nice t o be interviewed i n s i d e . . Then 
w e wouldn't have t o put on our wraps t o come down h e r e . " 

I - "Wel l , i t r e a l l y doesn' t make any d i f fe rence t o me, so I f 
you would rather be interviewed i n s i d e , we w i l l do that. I n the 
winter time i t might be snowing or* blowing or ra in ing some time 
when I want to see you and i t wouldn't be so nice coming down 
h e r e . " 

E: "No, i t wouldn ' t . " 

r 
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REGORB OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room November 24, 1931. 
Recorded by: I , Rousseau Operator No, 4 . 

In terv iew N o . 14. 

Employee seems to be in a genial mood this morning, 
but r e f l e c t s changes in in te rv iewer : when in terv iewer i s 
v ivac ious , employee i s a l s o ; when interviewer i s qu ie t , employee 
is q u i e t . Discusaed weather at some length. 

I : "How i s your moon ge t t i ng along?" 

E: ( laughing) " I haven't been watching i t l a t e l y . . I 
not iced i t ]a s t n igh t , but I d idn ' t think i t was nearly 
as p re t ty as i t was l a s t month? Did you see i t ? " 

I * "Yes , I saw i t l a s t n igh t . There was a r i ng around i t , wasn ' t 
there?" 

E: " W e l l , you know i t was changing so much l a s t n igh t . F i r s t 
i t was behind a l o t of clouds and then i t had a r ing around and 
then l a t e r i t ms rea l b r i g h t . I t was funny i t changed s o , " . . . , , , . 

Theatre 

E: "We are going to a theatre party on Friday n igh t . Some of 
the g i r l s are go ing , not a l l of them. We decided to go t o Strange 
In t e r lude . " 

I : "How did you happen to decide to go to that one?" 

E: " w e l l , I ' l l t e l l you - i t was this way. You have to go at 
f i v e f o r t y - f i v e you know. Then you go back again a t nine 
o ' c l o c k . You go out and have your dinner in the middle of 
the show, ( laughing) We just thought that would be something 
d i f f e r e n t . " • • > • • » • * • » • 

I 8 "You ought t o ge t your money's worth, hadn't you?" 

E: "Yes , and we are only paying a d o l l a r . We are ge t t ing 
ha l f r a t e t i c k e t s . Mr. Chipman got them fo r us . *ou can ge t 
a l o t of those down a t Hawthorne Club. He came back one day with 
t i c k e t s f o r the Blue Ghost and G i r l Crazy and Unexpected Husband. 
Oh, there were a l o t of them." 

I : "Did you go to a l l of those?" 

S: "No, we d i d n ' t 83 t o a l l o f them, but he brought up the 
t i c k e t s so we could i f we wanted t o . " 
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1. Romance 

£: "Did you see Joan Crawford and Clark Gable a t the Chicago?" 

Is "No, I haven' t seen tha t . " 

S: "That i s a wonderful p i c t u r e . " ( in a romantic v o i c e . 
P ic ture - "Possessed" - has been described in newspapers as 

> v f u l l o f passionate k isses - hot s t u f f . ) 

Unemployment 

B; "You know we are only working four days a week now. That 
makes a l o t o f d i f fe rence . w e get about s i x do l l a r s a week l e s s 
than we did and i t i s more than ten dol la rs a week l e s s than we 
used to get when we were working f u l l t ime. Why that makes a 
d i f f e rence o f over f o r t y d o l l a r s a month." 
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1 RECOR'i} OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room December 11, 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In terview No. 15, 

Employee seems to respond very w e l l to in te rv iewing 
in new conference room. She i s quite loquacious today. 

Re-Conference Room 

E: "Say, t h i s i s going to be pre t ty n i c e , e spec i a l l y in the 
w i n t e r . . . Y o u Know i f i t was bad out, we would have to put 
on our galoshes and e v e r y t h i n g . . . . . . . A n d i t i s n ' t hard -co get 
he re . " 

Weather 

E: "Say, d idn ' t you l i k e that cold weather we had las t week? 
You know, the days that were c l ea r and b r i g h t . I l i k e i t l i k e 
tha t . I t makes me want t o get out and wa lk . " 

I . "Does i t make you f e e l that way too?" 

E: "Yes, I am not one of those people who are a r ra id to ge t out 
even mftien i t i s r ea l c o l d . I just put on more c lothes ana walk 
fas te r . I never l i k e t o wear too many c lo thes though. I would 
rather walk ras ter and make up f o r i t . I don't l i k e to wear 
galoshes ." 

I : "You don' t? Why?" 

E: "Oh, I don' t kaow. They are kind of heavy. I don't l i k e 
anything heavy on me. Of course you have to be carefu l not t o 
f r eeze yourse l f when i t i s r e a l co ld . I d id that once. You 
remember that atorm l a s t year when i t came on a Saturday afternoon?" 

I : "Yes, I remember t h a t . " ( t e l l i n g something about i t ) 

E: "Wel l , you know I d idn ' t mind that a t a i l . I just put on my 
coa t and ran over to my g i r l f r i e n d ' s , but you know on Saturday 
arternoon when i t i s co ld l i k e tha t , I always l i k e to do the 
shopping because my mother doesn ' t l i k e t o go o u t , " 

I : "Yes, I know. My mother i s that way t o o . " 

E: "You know when you get o lde r you don ' t l i k e to go out when 
i t is cold l i k e that. W e l l , I was going shopping on T h i r t y - f i r s t 
and we l i v e on Twenty- f i r s t and I could have taken tne s t ree t car 
but I thought i t would be a n ice walk, so I walked over the re and 
I walked back, but when I got i n , w mother sa id , 'Now you a ren ' t 
gDing out , a re you? Xou had be t te r not , i t i s too c o l d . ! I sa id , 
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•Sure I am going out . • She sa id , 'You had bet ter n o t . Look at 
f your nose.* Sure enough, i t was a l l white and i t s t a r t ed to 

swe l l r i g h t away when I got i n the heat , so my mother put some 
a l c o h o l on i t . Of course we used some snow f i r s t , and you know 
a f t e r that I had to he so careful when I went out . I had to 
put something over my nose. You know, when you f r e e z e you r se l f 
you have to be awfully careful i f the weather is r e a l cola and 
keep i t covered up, so I would hold something over my nose. I 
would t ry t o do i t so nobody would see me, but my f r i ends got 
wise to me. They would laugh at me. (employee r e l a t e s most o f 
s tory h i l a r i o u s l y and in terv iewer joins in laughter) They laughed 
a t me fo r holding my nose. You know i t i s funny when you come 
to think o f i t to have t o hold your nose, but every time I went 
out I would have to hold i t . ( e t c ) I d i d n ' t use a l i t t l e 
handkerchief • I used a b ig handkerchief and I fo lded i t up and 
held i t over my nose. 

" I f roze my ears once t o o . I d idn ' t know they were c o l d , I 
d idn ' t f e e l i t but they were a l l swollen and they commenced 
t o f e e l s o r e . " . , . . . . . . 

Family 

L E : "Say, weren ' t you surprised the other morning. L e t ' s s e e . 
When was i t ? Wednesday when i t snowed? There r e a l l y was qui te 
a b i t of i t , wasn't there . You had to wear your galoshes . 
% mother came in and ca l l ed me and she had gone up in the a t t i c 
already and had gotten my galoshes and brushed them o f f . I s a id , 
'What do you expect me to do, wear those th ings? ' She s a id , "Don't 
wear them then. Go out and s e e . ' I went out and then came back 
and got them." 

I : "You mean you s tar ted to work but you came back?" 

E: "Wel l , I d idn ' t r e a l l y s t a r t . My mother had i t swept o f f a 
l i t t l e ways and I went out and you could see how deep i t was. You 
could see where the dog had stepped in the snow and i t was qui te 
deep, but I d i d n ' t mind walking in the snow, except coming to 
work. I don ' t l i k e that . I don ' t know why I don' t l i k e t o come 
down he re . " 

I : " I wonder why that i s ? " 

7 E; "Wel l , I guess -feat i s because there i s n ' t any path. I have 
t o make a path fo r myself and the boots a r e n ' t very h i g h . *ou 
have t o b r ing an extra pair of stockings and you have your purse 
and your lunch to ca r ry , ( e t c ) " 
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M I L W A U K E E 

Complaint on Hospi ta l Tr ip 
S: "Say, d i d you hear we went to the hosp i ta l l a s t week. I 
suppose you heard we a ren ' t g e t t i n g any more c o f f e e . " 

I * "Yes , I heard tha t . " 

32: "We sa id we weren ' t going down any more. They told us that 
the lady g o t l a i d o f f , but we asked the nurses and she said she 
was s t i l l there . When we came back, we to ld Mr. Chipman that we 
saw the lady and she asked us when she could make the c o f f e e . 
We told him she had the t ab le a l l s e t . One o f the g i r l s even 
said there was i c e cream on the t a b l e f o r us , but you know we 
were laughing so . We t r i e d t o s top but one g i r l would say 
something and then we would a l l laugh and then another one would 
chip in and we made a whole s tory out o f i t . I guess we a idn ' t 
take him i n . He said that maybe she had a l o t o f work to do. 
We sa id that they were just t r y i n g to cut expenses," 

I s "Do you think tha t i s the reason?" 

E; " I suppose i t i s . You know we have had that for a long time 
now. I guess they spoi led us. ( laughing) But you know they 
have done that ever since we went down t h e r e . " 

I : "Ever s ince the f i r s t time?" 

E: "Yes , and that i s a long time to get used t o i t . We used to 
have such a good time down the re . Everybody would be laughing 
so much, but now we are r e a l qu i e t . When the doctor took our 
b lood pressure, i t was r e a l l ow. She asked us why i t was and 
we to ld her i t was because we d idn ' t ge t any c o f f e e , " (laughing) 

Theatre 

E: "Have you seen Girl. Crazy y e t ? " 

I : "No, I haven't seen i t . " 

E: "Wel l , you w i l l have t o go t o the Or ien ta l . " 

I * "How is Hi a t?" 

E: " W e l l , they are moving i t down the re . " ( e t c . ) 

i : "Say, you 've been to see the Strange In te r lude , haven't you?" 

E: " Y e s , We a l l enjoyed i t . " 

I : " L e t ' s see . You and Mary and Bea went, d i d n ' t you?" 

E: "Yes , and there was another g i r l . " (This g i r l was SSary's s i s t e r , 
but employee does not say t h i s . ) 
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I : "That was Mary's s i s t e r , wasn't i t ? " 

S: " Y e s . " 

I : "So you r e a l l y l i k e d i t . " 

E: "Yes , we enjoyed i t ve ry much. *ou know i t s tarted a t 
a quarter t o s i x , I think i t was," 

I : "Yes , you were t e l l i n g me about tha t . " 

E: "And then you go t out about e i g h t . " 

I : "Were you gone f o r an hour?" 

E: "Unt i l nine f i f t e e n , I think i t was. We d idn ' t get out un t i l 
a f t e r e l even . WQ wouldn' t move. w e were so in teres ted in what they 
were saying. The acts were r e a l long and we wouldn't even move 
because we were a f r a id we would miss seme of i t . Their vo ices 
were r e a l g o o d . . . . . . . . A l l the g i r l s l i k e d i t . " 

I : "They r e a l l y d i d , did they?" 

E: "Yes , they l i k e d i t . " 

I : " I was in te res ted to f ind out what you thought of i t . I 
know a l o t o f people were shocked by i t . 1 * 

E: " W e l l , o f course they talked r ea l p l a i n . " 

I : "They d idn ' t mince the i r words, did they?" 

E: "No, but we a l l l i k e d i t . w e W Q r e r e a l in te res ted in what they 
were saying. We d idn ' t want t o miss a word." 

A t t i t ude toward In te rv iewing 

E: "Say, do you remember how I coughed the f i r s t t ime I came to 
see you down the re . I haven ' t had one s i nce . " ( f i r s t in terview 
was s i x months a g o . ) 

I : "Was that the f i r s t time you were down?" 

E: "Yes, that was the f i r s t t ime. I t seemed l i k e I just couldn' t 
t a l k . I gueas maybe that was because I got out in the cold a i r . " 

I : " f t T e l l , I guess we w i l l have t o c-11 th i s a l l today, Wanda. 
I would l i k e to see Anna before the whis t le b lows . " 

M I L W A U K E E 
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S: ( I n a dec i s ive but not antagonist ic v o i c e ) "Gee, tiiat w i l l 
cut down our percentage an awful l o t , " 

Is " W i l l i t ? " 

Es "Yes. • • ...When one person goes, that cuts down your percentage." 
('Prying t o explain i n a confused way . ) 

Is " I understand that i t doesn ' t make a b i t of d i f fe rence as 
l o n g as Bea»s time goes i n . I know how i t i s , i f ^aa i s n ' t 
given c r ed i t (laughout opera tor ) because when one is gone, that 
means that only four g i r l s are supporting her ." 

Es " W e l l , I don ' t know. I guess that i s i t . There are only 
four o f us working." 

I s "When we get through with one round, Boa's s l i p i s supposed 
t o go i n . W e ' l l have to f i n d out about that ." 

Es " W e l l , you l i k e to have a l i t t l e extra money f o r Christmas 
presen ts . " 

I s "Why of course. I don' t think i t would be f a i r t o make 
you g i r l s l o s e out when we are asking you to cooperate on the 
study, I wouldn't think o f doing that . I s that the only thing 
you objec t to about taking two i n one day?" 

Es "Yes , that i s a l l . We just thought i t cut down our 
percentage ." 

I s " W e l l , then i f I ask Chip and f ind out f o r sure that i t 
doesn ' t mike any d i f f e r e n c e , i t would be a l l r i g h t to take Anna 
th is afternoon?" 

E: "Sure, that doesn't make a b i t of d i f f e r e n c e . v«e don't care 
about tha t . I t i s just that we thought i t cut down our percentage." 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room December S3, 1931. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator N o . 4 . 

In te rv iew No.16. 

Employee i s very quiet t h i s afternoon. For the en t i r e 
hour o f the in terv iew she says p r a c t i c a l l y nothing although 
in te rv iewer introduces var ious t o p i c s . In explanation she 
says: 

" A t i s a sleepy aay, i s n ' t i t ? I t must be the weather. I 
d idn ' t ea t much lunch and I had plenty of s leep l a s t n igh t , so 
I don ' t see what e l s e i t could b e . " 

Theatre 

I : "Say, I d idn ' t get to see G i r l Crazy y e t . I s i t s t i l l here?" 

E: "Yes , you know I to la you i t was going to the Oriental? w e l l , 
i t i s there this week ins tead." 

I : " i thought i t was there l a s t week." 

E: "Wen, I hadn't read i t myself . I heard the g i r l s t a l k i n g 
about i t and I thought i t was going to b e . " . . 

I : "Have you been t o any good movies l a t e l y ? " 

E: "No, I haven't been t o one for a long t i m e . " . . . . . . . . . 

I : " I d idn ' t get to see Possessed y e t . " 

E: "Oh, I saw that down at the Chicago, ( i n a s l i g h t l y superior 
t o n e . ) . . , , . , 1 think that i s the l a s t one I saw." 

I : "Did you see Eddie Cantor in Palpy Days?'* 

E: rtNo, I d idn ' t see that one . " 

I : "Did you ever see him i n anything?" 

E: "Not in the movies. There i s a program on Sunday evenings. 
I f o rge t just when i t comes and i t i s Eddie Cantor. Last Sunday 
evening he was saying that th i s year people would have to hang 
up spats instead o f stockings, ( laughing) I l i k e him." ( en thus i a s t i c a l l y ) 

The Moon 

I : "Have you been not ic ing the moon l a t e l y ? " 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 



f I . R . 12-23-31 Cont 'd . 2 , 04-16. 

E: "Yes , I have been no t i c ing i t qui te a b i t . I t was n ice 
l a s t night . There has been a new moon. I t d i d n ' t show for 
three or four days. I t has been so cloudy, but i t was beautiful 
l a s t week and l a s t night i t was r e a l beautiful t o o . " 

I : "Was i t c lear when you saw i t ? " 

E: "Yes, i t was r ea l c l e a r . " 

I : "When I saw i t , i t was r e a l cloudy and I think there was a 
r i n g around i t , " 

E: "Yes, the g i r l s were t e l l i n g me there was a r ing around i t , 
but I d i d n ' t see n o n e , " . . • • # • • • 

I : "Are you no t i c ing any d i f fe rence i n the moon than i t was 
when we ta lked about i t l as t F a l l ? " 

E; "How do you mean?" 

I : "Don't you remember you were t e l l i n g me about how some months 
i t was so much more beautiful than other months? You said you 
were going t o watch i t during the winter and see how i t was then." 

E: (rather i n d i f f e r e n t l y ) " W e l l , I have been watching i t 
During November i t wasn't so much, but of course the October moon 
we were t a lk ing about was r e a l beau t i fu l , " 

Unemployment 

"There i s a family in our neighborhood that need he lp . 
Two of them got pairs of shoes l a s t week and another one got 
shoes th is week.. Don't you think tha t ' s p re t ty good?" 

I : "That i s , i s n ' t i t ? I suppose they needed them r e a l badly?" 

E: " I don ' t know. I suppose so , but you know they get l o t s of 
th ings . You know they get coa l every month and l o t s of g r o c e r i e s . " 

I : "Where do they get those from?" 

-r E: " I don ' t know. I guess rrom the c i t y . " 

I s " I t i s n ' t the United Char i t i e s?" 

E; "No, I think i t i s rrom the c i t y . I guess i t must be the county. 
X The county g ive s coal and shoes. And they ge t a quart o f mi lk 
~ everyday. Just think of that I And you know some o f ' t h e g roce r i e s 

they get they wouldn't think o f ge t t ing fo r themselves. They ge t 
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potatoes and l o t s of th ings . She i s working t o o , " 

I : "Does she work f u l l time?" 

E: "Yes, I d i d n ' t think they gave anything to people that 
worked. She i s working i n a h o s p i t a l . " 

I : " I f she did cleaning or something l i k e that at a hospi ta l 
i t wouldn't necessar i ly br ing in very much, would i t ? She wouldn't 
get over twelve or fourteen do l l a r s a week." 

E: "She irons the i r uniforms for them or something l i k e that ." 

I ; "That ought t o pay p re t t y w e l l , hadn't i t ? " 

E: " Y e s , that i s what I think, and they get three f i f t y a week 
from the church. Why say they are doing be t t e r than they ever 
have. I t makes you wonder because I thought they weren ' t gr tog 
money t o anyone that worked." (Employee goes on in this v e i n 
for some t ime . Interviewer t r i e s to bring out point that among 
so many f a m i l i e s to be taken care o f , there would always be some 
who would take advantage. Employee agrees with t h i s . ) 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW* 

Relay Assembly Test Room January 7, 1932. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No . 4 . 

Interview No. 17. 

Employee i s ve ry l i v e l y and t a l k a t i v e today. 

Leisure Time in Rela t ion to Holidays 

I : "We l l , i t i s a long time since I ' v e seen you." 

E: "Yes , i t ' s two weeks ." 

I : " I t seems longer , though. Doesn't i t ? " 

E: "Yes, the re have been too many ho l idays , haven't there? 
I don' t l i k e so many of them. You can ' t keep track of the 
t ime . " 

I : "When Saturday comes i t seems l i k e Sunday, doesn ' t i t ? " 

E: "Yes , you don' t know what t o do w i t h yourse l f . Your work 
is mostly done because you cleaned up before tiie holidays and 

you haven't anything to do but to go out a l l the t i m e . " . . . . . . 

I : "Yes , I suppose your mother gets i t a l l cleaned up before 
hand, doesn' t she?" 

E: "Yes , and there i s hardly anything to do. Of course you 
ga over things a l i t t l e b i t on Saturday and there i s nothing 
to do but to go o u t . " . . . . . 

I : "Now some people would l i k e tha t , wouldn't they?" 

E: "Yes , I suppose s o . A l l you do i s "go someplace, go 
someplace" a l l the t ime. I t wears you out J . . . . . " 

I : " I had a ve ry qu ie t time W e l l , I did go to two shows. 
I went to see P r i v a t e L ives and - — — 

Movies 

E: ( In terrupt ing conversation continuing from above) " I heard 
that i s funnyl ( C r i t i c a l l y ) 

I : "Did you?" 

E: "Yes , I can't inagine them p lay ing i n that picture." They 
always play i n such — — - . - — r e f i n e d p ic tu res , you know. I 
can ' t imagine them in one that i s funny." 

I : "What did you hear about i t ? " 
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Es "Wel l , I heard you had to laugh. They were p u l l i n g each 
o the r . " ( laughing) 

I s "Yes , they pul led each o the r ' s ha i r . She broke a record 
on h i s head." ( laughing) 

E: "Yes , wasn't that funny? I can ' t imagine her ac t ing that 
way. 

"But you know in a way I think i t i s a good thing they changed 
her par t . I have been ge t t i ng kind of t i r e d of the parts she has 
been p lay ing . A l o t of people have. I don ' t know, i n the l a s t 
two or three pictures I have seen her i n , I have f e l t that way." 

In te rv iewer t r i e d t o get employee to descr ibe what i t 
i s that she doesn' t l i k e , but employee seems unable to make i t 
e x p l i c i t or i s evading. Other t e s t room operators have indicated 
a d i s l i k e f o r the sensuousness o f some of Norma Shearer ' s p i c tu re s . 
This i s probably what employee i s r e f e r r i n g t o . 

At t i tude Toward Change 

T Es " I sn ' t i t funny, no matter what happens, you don ' t l i k e i t . 
The way they made her pictures before we d idn ' t l i k e and now that 
she has changed we don' t l i k e i t . " 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n in Movies 

Es " I went to see De l i c ious . That i s the cutest show. That 
i s Janet Gaynor and Charles * a r r e l l again, you mow. They are so 
cute toge ther . I was crazy about that movie. You know i t i s funny 
when I go t o a movie I just f o r g e t where I am. I laugh with them 
and I w i l l f e e l every tiling l i k e they ao. Why sometimes I catch 
myself and I think that people around me w i l l think I am s i l l y . 
I w i l l be laughing away, you Know." 

Is "You mean when you go t o the movies by yourse l f?" 

E: "Yes , and when I go with other people t o o , I won ' t be t a l k i n g 
t o them at a l l . I won ' t be paying any a t ten t ion t o them. You 
know how you just f e e l tha t you are there and you are f e e l i n g 
everything and hearing everything, just the way i t i s i n the 
p i c tu r e . " (ve ry c o n f i d e n t i a l l y ) 

T 

Is T o u know I am incl ined t o f e e l that way t o o . " 

Es " i s n ' t i t funny?" 
.<•»"'• 
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Taste in Movies 

I : "You must l i k e the movies then i f you r e e l that way about them." 

E: " W e l l , no, I r e a l l y don ' t care f o r them much. Of course I l i k e 
to see a p ic tu re l i k e % l i c i o u s , I ' l l t e l l you, I l i k e p ic tures 
i f they a re r e a l sweet , but I don ' t l i k e to see things too o f t en . 
I w i l l go t o one and I w i l l say to myself, ' W e l l , now you have 
had enough of those . You needn't go again f o r a long t ime ' ana 
then a f t e r a whi le I w i l l go to another one, but i f I go t o two 
or three shows ve ry c lose toge ther I am fed up. I don ' t know, 
I just l i k e t o see them once in a w h i l e . Of course when I go t o 
a theat re in the neighborhood the re , they usually have a crazy 
movie . You know how they have p ic tures of cowboys ana things 
1ike that on Saturdays. 

I : "Do they?" 

E: "Yes , the k ids are a l l crazy about those. My brother thinks 
they are wonderful. He w i l l say, 'Gee , Buffalo B i l l i s here . 
I have t o see him.* You know I think they are awfully s i l l y , out 
I g e t so exc i t ed about them I f o r g e t where I am. You jcnow the 
hero w i l l be hanging over the c l i f f by a rope and you w i l l near 
those horses* hoofs coming a long, out I w i l l get so exc i ted I 
w i l l almost scream. I only go to see those pictures on Saturday 
afternoon when I don ' t know what e l s e to do with myself ." 

As they are l e a v i n g conference room, employee says, 
"You know i t ' s kind o f n i ce not to have to go back and work a f t e r 
you ' r e in t e rv iewed . I l i k e i t best the l a s t thing i n the arternoon 
•cause you don' t f e e l l i k e working when you go back. I ' d rather 
come down a t the end of the day." 

I : "That ' s what the other g i r l s have said but I d idn ' t know 
how you f e l t about i t because you never said anything." 

E: " I f i t ' s a l l r i g h t wi th you, I ' d rather do that ," 

I : "Sure we can do tha t . I ' v e t r i e d to c a l l the other g i r l s 
down then because they mentioned i t to me but you never said 
anything. I 'm glad you brought i t up today i* 

i 
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<T RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room January 21 , 1932. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

I n t e rv i ew No. 18. 

Employee seems more unrestrained i n her conversat ion 
today than she has ever been before - as i f she i s chat t ing 
with a f r i e n d . Weather i s ta lked about fo r some t ime. 

E: "We had a few co ld days there , d idn ' t we?" 

I : "We d id , d i d n ' t w e ? " . . . 

E: " I l i k e them. I l i k e i t when i t i s co ld and c l e a r . ? . , 

I : "We miss thatstormthe weatherman said we were going to ge t 
though, d idn ' t we?" 

E: "Yes And I am glad we d id t o o . I don ' t l i k e storms." 

Is "Yes , you were t e l l i n g me you d idn ' t a couple o f weeks a g o . " 

Es " I don' t see anything n ice about t h e m . . . . . . . . . O f course i f 
you are inside looking at i t i t i s a l l r i g h t . I don ' t mind i t 
then.? . 

Is "Some people l i k e them then." 

Es (Surprised) "They do?" 

Is "Yes , I was just thinking how some people think they are 
beaut i ful to look a t . " 

Es "Oh, y e s , they a r e , but when you 've got to walK t o work in 
i t , i t i s not so n i c e . 

Is "Yes , i t ' s d i f f e r e n t when y o u ' v e got t o walk, i s n ' t i t ? 
When your f e e t are uncomfortable." 

Es " I don' t know about t ha t . " (Previous in te rv iew employee 
has said she d i s l i k e s storms because she has to carry extra 
s tock i i^s to work) The thing I don ' t l i k e i s -chat i t i s so 
hard to walk. You can ' t walk so f a s t . " ( laughing) 

Is "Oh, t h a t ' s i t , i s it*'" 

Es "Yes , you take a s t ep forward and you s l i p one back. I 
l i k e to s leep i n the morning." 
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I : "Oh, you mean you don't l i k e storms because you have to ge t 
up e a r l i e r . " 

Es " Y e s . t h a t ' s i t . I l i k e to sleep u n t i l the l a s t minute." 

Time o f In t e rv iew 

E: "Did I keep you wai t ing? I took time to f i n i s h a couple 
of r e lays because I thought maybe I would have to wait f o r you . " 

I * "That i s a l l r i g h t . I came down r i g h t away today. I wasn' t 
delayed." 

Es " W e l l , I thought I would have time t o f i n i s h a couple of 
more. I thought I might as w e l l do tha t . " 

Is " I don't blame y o u . . . . . . . . I ' v e been thinking that i t might 
be a good idea i f we have a d e f i n i t e time for a l l of you to l eave 
the t e s t room, then on the days I wee each of you., we would know 
juat when to l e a v e . " 

Es " I guess that would be a good idea ." 

Is "Sometimes I think I ' l l have to wait too so I ' l l do something. 
I f we had a r egu la r t ime, we would both get here at the same t ime . " 

Es , "That would be gaod." 

i s " I wonder what time would be bes t , 3s00 o ' c l o c k ? " 

E; " I think three o 'c lock would be too e a r l y . " 

Is "What time would you get down here then?" 

E: " W e l l , i t just takes a couple of minutes." 

Is "Don't you go to the lashroom f i r s t ? " 

E: "No, we just wash our hands. That just takes about a minute. 
We would be down here by f i v e minutes a f t e r three . . 1  

I s "We might watch fo r a wh i l e and s e e . " 

E: "Yes , we might do t ha t . " 

L 
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Days Off 

E: "We're not coming down on Monday," 

I : " I s that something new?" 

E: "Yes, we have to take one Monday off and then work for 
three weeks and then take i t of f again, I guess the idea i s -
they want everybody to work t h i r t y - e i g h t hours, so they a re 
going t o have us do tha t . " • • • • • • • 

I : "How do the g i r l s l i k e i t ? " 

E: " W e l l , no one i s kicking as long as we only have one 
Monday o f f , " 

I : "That i s a l o t d i f f e r e n t than having every Monaay, i s n ' t 
i t ? " 

E: " I ' l l say. There 's a l o t o f d i f f e r e n c e ? " . . . . . . . . . . . . 

^ I : "Some people say they l i k e the days o f f . " 

B: "Oh, sure! I f you 've got the money, i t i s a l l r i g h t , but 
when I turn in iny pay at home, i t makes a l o t or d i f fe rence i f 
you get a whole day o f f . " 

, I : "How do you mean?" 

E: " W e l l , i f you don ' t turn in so much, you don ' t f e e l that you 
can ask f o r so many t h i n g s . . . . . . . , . , L i k e me, when I don' t turn 
i n much, I don ' t f e e l that I ought to ask fo r th ings that I want. 
, . . * • • • • • . . I suppose everyone would l i k e to have the time i f they 
had the money. Gee, you could go to a l l kinas or shows J " . . . . . . . . 

I : " I s tha t Kbat you woula do?" 

E: ( n o t i c e ^ that in employee's l a s t i n t e rv i ew, she saict she 
could only stand shows once i n a whi l e ) W e l l , . . . . . • • • • o f course 
r i g h t now there are a l o t of good shows in town, but I don't 
always f e e l that w a y ? . . . . . . . 

I : " I was thinking about what you said l a s t week about not 
^ l i k i n g t o see shows too o f t e n . " 

E : " Y e s , i t makes a lot of d i f f e rence what shew s there are to 
.̂ see. Have you see Eddie Cantor and George Vessel?" 

I : "No, I wanted to see them but I d idn ' t get t h e r e . " 
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Es "Say, that*s an expansive show. Eddie Cantor i s ge t t ing 
#10,000 am Jesse l ' s ge t t ing $4,000 a week." 

Is "That 's a l o t of money, i s n ' t i t ? " 

Es ( laughing) " I ' l l say ." 

Is "How did you l i k e them?" 

Es "They were r e a l tunny, I laughed a l o t . They t o l d such 
crazy jokes on each o ther . You know George Jesael has such 
a big nose and Eddie Cantor said he had a dream the other 
night that he had George Jesse l ' s nose f u l l o f n i cke l s . Wasn't 
that crazy? (Laughing) Of course they d i d n ' t say those things 
to hurt each o ther ' s f e e l i n g s . They were good natured about i t . 
They would both say things about each other . Then Jessex came 
out and said that he had a dream the other night that he had 

, Eddie Cantor 's eyes and he popped out of bed. They were 
awfully f u n n y . . . . . . , , . . S a y , how do you l i s e Greta Garbo? Did 
you see her in Susan Lennox?" 

p i s "Yes , I got to see tha t , " 

E: " I heard she was t e r r i b l e . I saw her i n Insp i ra t ion . 
Jennie and I went to see her. Jennie ana I said we were going 
to g i v e her a break and go t o see her in Mata Har i , but even 
before I saw her , I wouldn't go to see her . You Know how the 
c r i t i c s t a lk her up so h igh . They think she i s so wonderful 
and so marvelous, so I wouldn't go t o see her . Even before I 
saw her , I wouldn't g o . " 

Is "So i t was on account o f the c r i t i c s you wouldn't go?" 

Es "Wel l , you know anyone can ' t be as marvelous as they wr i te 
them up t o be, but f i n a l l y Jennie ana I said we woulu g i v e her 
a break. Jennie sa id , 'Come on, l e t ' s g i v e her a breaK.* We 
went to see her i n Insp i r a t ion . " 

Is "What d idn ' t you l i k e about I t ? " 

Es "That v o i c e of hers I The way she said Andre (employee drags 
i t put in a deep mock t r ag ic v o i c e , making i t sound r id i cu lous ly 
melodramatic.) What d id she have t o go and say i t that way for? 
(laughing d e r i s i v e l y ) We've been making fun or her v o i c e ever  
s i n c e . " 

( 
S 4 _ 
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I : "What i s i t that you don ' t l i k e about her v o i c e ? " 

E: "Oh, I don' t know. I just don ' t l i k e her t ype . I ' l l t e l l 
you who I l i k e . Tha t ' s Janet Gaynor. Everybody thinks she 
i s so sweet. She plays with Robert Montgomery and t h e y ' r e so 
cute toge ther . .Have you seen any or t h e i r p ic tures?" 

I : " I saw them in I>rivate L i v e s . " 

E: "They 've played in a l o t or plays toge the r . I guess 
Divorcee i s -foe one that Robert Montgomery r e a l l y made himself 
i n . . . . . . . . . . . . 

"But Garbo is so - but I won't say any more." (Voice i s 
f u l l of supressed a n t a g o n i s m ) . . . . . . , . . . . . But maybe I ought 
to g i v e her a break and see her in Mata Hari . . . . . . I guess 
I ' d be w i l l i n g to see her i n a f i f t e e n cent movie , but I wouldn't 
think of paying e i g h t y - r i v e cents just t o see n e r . . 

"Maybe i t i s just her t ype . Frances Kay i s the same way. 
I don 't l i k e her e i t h e r . Did you see G i r l s About Town?" c 
I : "No, I d idn ' t see t ha t . " 

E : " W e l l , she was in that and honestly in one p lace she had 
on a swimming suit and she was so big . She is t a l l , you Know, 
and she i s so f l a t . There i s n ' t anything sweet about her 
I guess maybe that i s why I don' t l i k e G a r o o . • • * . . . . 

I : "You mean that she i s the same type as Frances Kay?" 

E: "Zes, I guess she i s something l i k e that. She has big 
f e e t , you know, and she i s so skinny * and not t h in , you know, 
but just skinny, and she never smi les . Ana she i s always a lone . 
But I guess when you a r e broken hearted you can ' t help being 
that w a y . . . . . . . . . M a y be I shouldn't say the th ings I do about 
he r . Maybe I should say that there are ce r ta in ones -chat are 
my t y p e . . I t ' s hard f o r me to say just why I don ' t 
l i k e her .? 

I : " I t i s n ' t always easy t o say why, i s i t ? I ' m that way t o o . " 

E : "No, i t i s n ' t . I r e a l l y don ' t know why, I just don ' t l i k e 
her . Maybe i t i s her v o i c e . " 

I : "What i s there about her v o i c e that you don ' t l i k e ? " 
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E: " W e l l , . . . . . . . I t ' s so rough, you know. . . . .(thought­
f u l l y ) I t ' s not r i g h t fo r a woman. There 's nothing sweet 
about i t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . W e l l , i t ' s nearly ten minutes a f t e r 
I guess w e ' l l have t o g e t back." 
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• L RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room February 11 , 1932. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew .No. 3 .9. 

Some time spent in desultory conversation about the 
weather. 

Family Relat ionship 

E: "Wel l , how did you l i k e that snow we had l a s t Thursday?" 

I : " L e t ' s s e e . I don ' t exac t ly remember." 

E: "Don't you remember when i t was blowing so hard. Gee, you 
could hardly walk against i t . My mother woke me up ea r ly and 
she had my boots out a l r e a d y . " ( l a u g h i n g ) . . . . . . 

Is "Did you g e t here a l l r i g h t ? " 

E: "Yes , I got here ea r ly . My mother got my brother up and 
had him bring me." 

i s " In the ca r , you mean?" 

Es "Yes , so he brought me d o w n . " . . . . . 

Is "That was a break f o r you, wasn't i t ? " 

Es " I ' l l say so . The kids have to leave r e a l e a r ly to ge t t o 
school . They have to leave about seven o ' c l o c k . You see they 
go t o church before school so he took us a l l where we wanted t o 
g o . . . . . . . . . A n d then he ca l led f o r me to go home, so I l i k e d that 
snow." ( laughing) 

Is "You sure did have a break, d idn ' t you?" 

E: "He always ca l l s f o r me." 

Is " I thought you walked both ways." 

Es "Except l a t e l y he has been c a l l i n g f o r me. He stops by on 
h i s way from work. 

Is "Would you rather r i d e than walk?" 

E: ( laughing) " Y e s , i t i s l o t s ea s i e r . You don ' t have to make 
yourse l f work. You make the car do i t fo r you ," 
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I : "You're kind of l a z y , a r en ' t you?" ( laughing) 

2 : " I t i s n ' t that I don ' t l i k e t o walk, but you would rather 
walk when you get home. You know when you have t o walk a 
ce r t a in way a l l the t ime, you don ' t l i k e i t , but i f you go 

& r a walk from home, you can go d i f fe ren t p l a c e s . " . 

I : "There i s something in that , i s n ' t there?" 

E: "Yes, I would rather walk where I f e e l l i k e w a l k i n g . " . . . . . 

• I : "Do you have any parks around your place?" 

E: "No, there a ren ' t any parks near u s . . . . . I ao a l o t of 
walking. You know the s tores i n the neighborhood are r e a l 
l i t t l e ones. You can ' t do much shopping there . Of course 
mother does the shopping there . You can ' t do any b i g shopping 
I n the neighborhood. You have to go across the br idge for that . 
You know that b i g bridge over there that runs from Twenty-Sixth 
to Twenty-ninth." 

I : " I don' t b e l i e v e I do . " 

E: "No, I don ' t suppose you know that part of town* Wel l , you 
know i t doesn' t seem l i k e a very b ig br idge to me, but you taice 
a stranger over there and they say, 'My, what a long b r i d g e . ' 
You know i t doesn ' t look that way to me at a l l . I walk across 
i t so much," 

I : "You mean the shopping d i s t r i c t you go t o i s across the 
br idge?" 

E: "And there a ren ' t any b i g theatres in the neighbohooa e i t h e r . 
They ' re just l i t t l e ones and you don' t l i k e to go to t h e m . . . . . . . . 

"You know when I am i n the l o o p , there i s a c e r t a i n part of 
i t I always get mixed up i n . I s n ' t that funny? You know 
where you are p e r f e c t l y w e l l , but I always think the lake i s 
over at the wes t . " 

I : "You mean i f you look at the s tores and places that you know, 
that you f e e l that way." 

E: "Yes, but I always think the lake i s the other way 
When I ge t on State S t r e e t , I always get mixed up.7 

I : "Sometimes when I come out o f a smaller place that I don ' t 
know ve ry w e l l or a movie, I w i l l get mixed up on S t a t e , but i f 
I look at the bigger places l i k e the Boston Store or Carsons 
o r some of those p l ace s , I know where I am a t . " 
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E: " W e l l , I know where everything i3 and where I am at a l l 
r i g h t , but s t i l l I think the lake i s the wrong d i r e c t i o n , , , , , 
The way my mother used to ge t mixed up when she came out o f 
one of those b i g s tores ! She would go in one door, you know, 
and then come out some d i f fe ren t door and she wouldn't know 

vhere she was a t . , ' . . . . . . . 

I : "Has your mother l i v e d in Chicago long?" 

E: "No, my mother never l i v e d i n Chicago b e f o r e . ? . . . . . . . 

I s "You have l i v e d here a l l your l i f e though, haven ' t you?" 

E: " Y e s , I was born h e r e . ? . . . . . . 

i s "Were you born i n the same p lace that you l i v e in now?" 

Es "No, i t was about two blocks away. I guess my mother 
cou ldn ' t get away very much to ge t down i n the l o o p . There 
were too many of us t o take care o r . " ( l augh ing ) 

I s "Yes, i t makes a l o t of d i f f e rence i f you have chi ldren, 
doesn ' t i t ? " (Employee has l i t t l e to say so in terv iewer 
decides to pa r t i c ipa te a l i t t l e more in the i n t e r v i e w ) I have a 
f r iend who has a new baby and i t c e r t a in ly keeps her in a l o t 
more. They used to go out qu i te a b i t . . . , , 0 f course she 
i s lucky that her mother can come i n once in a wh i l e now that 
the baby doesn't cry so much. For a whi le i t c r i ed from ten 
to two every n igh t . " 

Es " I sn ' t that t e r r i b l e ? . . . . . . M y s i s t e r - i n - l aw has a couple 
o f l i t t l e g i r l s . They ' re my n ieces , and say, they don' t want 
her to get away anywhere without them. She can ' t ever get away 
i n the evening because they want to go with her . I n the day 
time she gets away by saying she i s going to church, ( laughing) 
But you know those kids are so smart, they hear everything. 
Sometimes they w i l l be p lay ing and you don' t think they know 
anything that is going on, and maybe a f r iend o f hers w i l l be 
o v e r and they w i l l d e c i d e to go somewhere the next day and then 
the next day when my s i s t e r - i n - l aw says she i s going to church, 
they say, 'Yfe know where you are going . You are going to the 
show.' She doesn't think they know anything about i t . I ' l l 
t e l l you, kids are s m a r t . " • * • • • • • • » 

I s "Are they very o l d ? " 
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E: "One of them i s three and one i s f i v e . " 

I : "Say, they are pret ty smart, a ren ' t they?" 
-«&> 

E: I ' l l s a y , . . . . . . L a s t night they were over to my 
house and I had picked up a l i t t l e dress fo r the l i t t l e one. 
I wanted t o get one f o r the b i g one t o o , but 1 couldn ' t f ind 
what I wanted. Then I was looking around a l i t t l e further and 
then I found another one, so I got two f o r the l i t t l e one. 
But I d idn ' t g ive i t t o her un t i l I got something fo r the big 
one. I ca l l ed my s i s t e r - i n - l aw into the bed room t o look at 
them, I to ld Phy l i s s to take care of the kids while I took 
her in t h e r e , " 

I : " I s that your s i s t e r ? " 

E: "Yes , so she showed them her va len t ines . You know they 
missed us pre t ty soon and they came running to the bedroom 
r igh t away and said they wanted t o get i n , " 

I : "What did you do then, l e t them in?" 

E: " Y e s , but I put them away quick before they saw them. 
,f You know you have to be careful not to hurt t h e i r f e e l i n g s 

because everybody always fusses about the l i t t l e one more 
anyway. She f e e l s kind of bad anyway. You know the 
other day I picked up a l i t t l e necklace with pear ls in i t . 
Just a cute l i t t l e one with a bracelet to go with i t . Of 
course I had to ge t two, and you should see how crazy they 
were about them. They thou^it they were wonderful ana they 
were cheap l i t t l e things, you know. You know every time I 
see them now they say, 'We haven't worn our necklaces y e t , ' 
You know how kids a r e , they always want to wear the new 
things r igh t away, but that jewelry looks r e a l sweet with 
summer dresses, so I t o ld them not the wear them with t he i r 
winter dresses . You know they have l o n g s leeves and the 
neck comes up pre t ty h igh , so I told them I wanted them 
to save them u n t i l simmer. Now they t e l l me every time I 
see them that they hav«n ' t worn them yet . ' . ' 

Movies 

E: "Did you see Del ic ious?" 

r I : "No, I d idn ' t get to see i t . I t was a t the P i c a d i l i y 
V l a s t night t o o , and i f I hadn't been too t i r e d I would have 

gone." 

XT" 

J 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 



I . R . 2-I1-3S Cont 'd . 5, 0 4 - i y . 

Es " I thought maybe you would -cell me how you l i k e d it?.** 
>4> 

r 

I : " I thought I would be ab l e to by today, but maybe I 
w i l l next t ime . " ( laughing) 

E: " I would l i k e to hear 'stfiat you think of i t . " . . . . . 

I s "Have you seen any movies l a t e l y ? " 

Es " W e l l . . . . . . . . . . N o t any that I l i ked ve ry w e l l I 
saw Doctor Jekyl and Mr. Hyde.? • 

Is "You g o t to see t h a t , did you?" 

Es " Y e s , I d i d n ' t l i k e i t . I d idn ' t think i t was v e r y 
much. Why I d idn ' t even ge t scared a t a l l . They said i t was 
supposed to be so much, but I d idn ' t think i t was anything." 

Is "You were supposed to get a big t h r i l l out of i t , weren ' t 
you?" 

Es "Yes, but I am so calm, (making fun o f h e r s e l f . ) I wasn't 
even s c a r e d . ? . . . . . . . 

I s " L e t ' s see . Who i s in that?" 

Es " I s n ' t that Freder ick Marsh? I think i t i s . He i s r e a l l y 
ve ry good look ing , you know, but then he drinks something that 
i s supposed t o turn him. He i s supposed to be t e r r i b l e then, 
but you know when you can see how i t i s done, i t doesn ' t scare 
y o u . . . . . T h a t ' s the way i t makes me r e e l . I f I know why some­
th ing happens, I am not scared You know you see him doing 
i t so you know why he changes so i t doesn' t scare you a t a l l . . . 

Is "Does he r e a l l y look t e r r i b l e ? " 

Es " W e l l , y e s , but while i t hapnens, you don't think anything 
o f i t , ? 

Is "You mean you might be f r ightened i f he had been that way 
a l l the t ime?" 

Es "Yes, I think s o , but when you see him taice that drug, you 
can ' t f e e l that way. 

jr " I saw S o o k y . " ( I n d i f f e r e n t l y ) 

I s "Wasn't that any good?" 
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f> IS: "Oh, that was a swe l l p ic tu re . You ought to see tha t . 
4 I think you would l i k e i t . " 

"Say, did I t e l l you that I saw Rich Man's K i l y ? " 

I : "No, you d i d n ' t . " 

I : " I went to see that but I d i d n ' t think i t was going to 
be any good, but i t was r e a l good.? • 

I : "Who's in tha t?" 

E: "That 's George Bancroft . Then r i g h t a f t e r that my s i s t e r 
wanted me t o go t o the theatre in the neighborhood. You know 
•we never want to go there and we walked by there and i t was 
Fanny Foley he r se l f and I wanted to see that . They had two 
pictures there and the other one was Rich Man's F o l l y . " 

I : "So you d idn ' t go then?" 

E: "Oh, sure we went i n . ' I sa id , *0h, I would l i k e to see 
r > Rich.Man's F o l l y again i t i s such a good p i c t u r e . They were 
~ two good pictures 

I : "Did you have to s i t through Rich Man's F o l l y to see the 
other one?" 

E: "No, we got in just a t the beginning of Fanny Foley he r se l f . 
The other was such a &ood' p ic ture that we stayed to see i t a l l 
through." 

************* 

T 

At beginning of in t e rv iew, in te rv iewer o r fe r s employee 
some gum. During the in terv iew phe has a baa coughing s p e l l and 
in terviewer g ives her l i f e saver . _ As she -we*-leaving, employee 
remarked-, 'You know I think that l i f e saver helped ray throat . 
My, I haven' t had a coughing s p e l l l i k e that since the f i r s t 
time I was down to see you . Do you remember?* 

Employee maintains the same f ree ana easy a t t i tude today 
that she has in t he l a s t two in t e rv i ews . 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room March 18, 1932. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 20. 

Employee t a lks about a co ld which she has acquired 
and about a funeral she attended yesterday. She i s i n a rather 
quie t mood today but seems quite a t ease, that i s , she talks 
When she f e e l s l i k e i t and s i t s qu i e t l y the r e s t of the time 
with no appearance of s t r a i n . 

Boyfriend 

Employee t a lk s about boyfriend fo r the f i r s t time 
since interviewing began. 

E: "You know the other day I had to wri te a l e t t e r to someone 
and I d idn ' t f e e l l i k e wr i t ing a l e t t e r so I made b e l i e v e I had 
a c o l d . I s a id , ' I can ' t w r i t e much of a l e t t e r because I have 
a co ld , but I ' l l make up f o r i t next time.* And then you know 
a couple o f days l a t e r my head s tar ted f e e l i n g funny and then 
my nose started running, (laughing impishly) I guess I was ge t t ing 
punished, but you know I d idn ' t want to w r i t e that l e t t e r and I 
had to because I had got ten a couple of l e t t e r s . I t was just 
l i k e I was being whipped. I had t o wr i te i t and I d idn ' t want t o . 
I don' t l i k e t o wr i t e l e t t e r s t o him unless I just f e e l l i k e 
wr i t ing because he ' s so i n t e l l i g e n t and he wr i tes such in t e re s t ing 
l e t t e r s that I think I ought to make mine as gooa as I can. I 
get a l e t t e r from him two or three times a week and at that I 
only wr i t e once a w e e k . " . . . » • • • • 

I : " I t ' s kind of hard to wr i t e l e t t e r s when you don' t f e e l 
l i k e i t , don't you think?" 

E: "Yes , I think i t i s . I usually say something just to get 
i t wr i t ten and then he misunderstands and i t takes a couple 
of l e t t e r s t o get i t straightened o u t . ? . . 

i : "This sounds pre t ty s e r ious , " 

E: (laughing and s t i ck ing up her nose) "No, I t ' s not ser ious . 
. . . . H e just hasn't anything e l s e to do. He wr i t e s such 

in t e re s t ing l e t t e r s and t e l l s me a l l about the place he ' s I n . " 

I : "Does he t r a v e l about, that he has such in t e re s t ing things 
t o t e l l ? " 

U N I V E R S I T Y O P W I S C O N S I N ~ M I L W A U K E E 
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Es "Wel l , no. He's been In one p lace now f o r qui te a w h i l e , hut 
whi le he ' s the re , he wants to t e l l me a l l about what i t ' s l i k e . " 

T . R . Relat ionship 

E: "You know Anna i s gone." 

Is "Yes , I heard tha t . " 

Es "She's been gone a couple of weeks now. ?/e*ve got another 
g i r l in her p l a c e . " . . , . . 

Is "Does i t make much d i f fe rence when a g i r l who has been 
there f o r some time i s gone?" 

Es "Yes , i t makes a l o t o f d i f fe rence * .0 f course Anna 
i s r e a l qu ie t . She doesn' t t a l k a l o t and ac t crazy l i k e some 
of us loud ones. The new Operator 5 is quie t t o o . . . . . . . . . Y o u 
remember I was t e l l i n g you I used to be quiet t o o . " 

Is "Yes , and I was th inking about that just the other day. I 
was wondering when i t was you stopped being so q u i e t . " 

Es " I guess i t was when I came i n the t e s t room*"** • 

I s "Right away or a f t e r you had been there a w h i l e , " 

Es "Oh, I think i t was a f t e r I had been there a Whi l e , maybe 
about a y e a r . . . . . . . . . . . . B e c a u s e I remember when they gave those 
books to us that they had i t w r i t t e n down - 'Opera tor 4 , very 
q u i e t , doesn' t say much! . . . . . { l a u g h i n g impishly) Gee, 
I wonder what they w r i t e down now. I can ' t f i gu re out how I 
happened to change. I don ' t know what made me d i r f e r e n t . " 

Is "Did i t come gradually?" 

Es " W e l l , I don ' t know, just a l l of a sudden I VJBS d i f f e r e n t . " . , 

Is "You say some o f the g i r l s are loud. Which ones o f you make 
a l o t of noise?" 

f . Es "Oh, i t ' s to Operator 5. The f i r s t four o f us cut up a l o t . 
* Why you know even yesterday xhen I was gone, I planned t o come 

down i n the afternoon, but then my head f e l t funny so I d idn ' t 
and Jennie says to me, 'Say , I missed you. I d i d n ' t have anyone 
to r a z z , ' And you know when she was s ick f o r a fewwaeks, th ings 

• were so d i f fe ren t*? • • • • • • 
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I s "How about Bea? Where does she come in?" 

E: "What do you mean?" 

Is " I was wondering i f she was one of the noisy ones or one of the 
quiet ones." . . 

Es "Oh, she ' s r e a l quie t t o o . Of course she i s not i n the t e s t 
room.much, but she and Anna were together more." 

I s "How about Josephine?" 

Es "Oh, she 's a r ea l j o l l y g i r l . 5 . . 

I : " I could t e l l that from that Gir ls* Pa r ty , (employee laughs) 
• . . . . . . . . . D o you see her outside o f work that you know she's 
j o l l y ? You said they were a l l quie t but the f i r s t four opera tors . " 

Es (Apparently not. resent ing questidiBas she used t o ) " W e l l , 
you know she comes and talks t o the r e s t of us. I t ' s because she's 
by a quiet operator that she doesn ' t have anybody t o t a l k to up 
there . There is a quiet operator between ma and h e r . " . . . , . , 

Is " W e l l , what have you been doing with yourse l f l a t e l y ? " 

E: "Not v e r y much . . . . . M o s t l y v i s i t i n g . . . # t . . . . . I got 

t i r e d of the shows." 

I : "Oh, you g o t another s p e l l of being t i r e d of them." 

Es "Yes . Did you see the 'Champ.'?" 

Is "No, I d i d n ' t . " 
E: "That was r e a l good. I t was r e a l touching the way he took care 
o f h i s f a t h e r . You know, he was a gambler and he would drink too 
much and his son would undress him when he go t drunk." 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room A p r i l 21 , 1932. 
Recorded by: I . Rousseau Operator No. 4 . 

In te rv iew No. 21 . 

Employee i s quie t at f i r s t so I n t . introduces topic o f 
weather and they discuss th i s f o r some t i m e . . . . . . . . . 

Time-off : 

I : "Wel l , how i s i t s ince things are changed?" ( r e f e r r i ng t o 
new seven-day-a^-month work plan f o r employees under 8-10 years 
s e r v i c e . ) 

E: ( e a r n e s t l y ) "Oh, gee* I t ' s pre t ty bad , . • • ( l o s t in thought) 
Of course i f you 've got p lenty o f money i t ' s a l l r i g h t . . . . . . . . . I t ' s 
r e a l l y t e r r i b l e , you know, only seven days a month, and you know 
they a ren ' t g e t t i n g that a l l over e i t h e r . " (complaining s l i g h t l y ) 

X: "How do you mean?" 

E: " W e l l , I guess i t does with departments. I n some departments 
i t ' s -under e igh t years , but i n ours i t i s t en . " 

I : "Do you know anybody in a department where i t ' s only e igh t?" 

E: "Yea, I have a g i r l f r i end that works in a departmentitiere they 
only have to t ake seven days f o r l e s s than eight y e a r s , " ( s t i l l 
compla i n i n g ) 

I : " I hear that i n a l o t of departments they are only working f i v e 
days a month." 

E: (immediately p a c i f i e d ) "la that so? Gee, tha t ' s p re t ty bad. 
. . . . . . P r o b a b l y they d i d n ' t have enough under e ight years in our depart­
ment so they had to make i t ten . That 's probably what was the matter." 

" I t ' s p r e t t y hard though when you have a lo t of things l i k e 
insurance p o l i c i e s coming around a l l the t ime . " 

I : "Do a l l of you have insurance?" 

E: "Yes . They took I t out f o r a l l of us k i d s . " 

I : "How many are there in your family? I ' v e f o r g o t t e n . " 

E: "There 's seven k i d s . " 

I : "That makes nine that you have t o pay insurance on?" 

E: "Then there i s my grandmother t o o , " 

I : "And does she have one too?" 
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12: *Yes , we a l l have. They ' re twenty pay l i f e , you know and that 
mounts up quite a h i t . The " l i f e " costs l e ss but you have to keep 
paying i t a l l your l i f e . " 

I : "Even a f t e r you have paid as much as the va lue of the po l i cy?" 

E J "Yes, i t doesn' t make any d i f f e r e n c e . You have t o keep paying 
i t as long as you are a l i v e so they f igured the twenty pay l i f e 
was be t te r because us kids were r e a l young you know, and when you 
paid i t up, you could take out ha l f o f i t . " 

I s "Can't you take i t a l l out?" 

Es "No, you have t o l eave ha l f of i t there as long as you l i v e . 
You can only take out hal f 6f i t . " . . 

Is "How did your f o l k s happen to take out insurance ftr a l l of you? 
Was i t f o r some spec ia l reason? (Wondering i f i t could be fo r 
education, dowery, e t c . ) 

Es "No, just to have i t so i f something should happen. Not that 
you expect a death, but you would never f o r g i v e yourse l f , i f you 
stopped paying i t and something happened.,.*It seems l i k e there i s 
always a b i l l coming i n . You just think you are paid up and 
another one comes a long . .Of course you could stop paying your 
insurance but then something would be sure t o happen." 

ffuneralss 

B : " I f someone died you could use the money for the funeral , 
e spec i a l l y nowadays when funerals are so expensive. You know I 
had a f r i end that died not long ago and the money they spent fo r 
her funeral : Why they spent over f i v e hundred do l l a r s on the 
casket and a l toge ther i t was over a thousand d o l l a r s . " 

i s "What do you think o f spending so much on a funeral?" 
s 

Es " W e l l , I don't l i k e i t . Of course when someone died", you 
want t o do the bes t you can . . . . b u t they never know how much 
you spend on them a n y w a y . " . . . , . . 

Is " I f you bad a death, what would you do about i t ? " 

Es " I don ' t know. I wouldn't think i t was r i g h t to spend that 
much. Why those f r iends o f mine even went i n the hole fo r i t l 
. . . . . . O f course you l i k e t o do the best you ca.n f o r anyone that 
d i e s . . . . . . . . b u t i f the head of the fami ly dietf, i t ' s p re t ty hard 
to spend a thousand d o l l a r s , e s p e c i a l l y i f the lady has some 
children t o think o f . ? 
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I : "How do you f e e l about yourse l f • i f you were t o die?" 

E: " W e l l , I wouldn' t want them to spend much. I would rather 
have them keep the money for themselves. I think i t ' s t e r r i b l e 
t o spend f i v e hundred f o r a casket when i t a l l goes to ro t any­
way, doesn' t i t ? ( laughing) I f they bought a cheap casket, I would 
be in the same place as the one they put in an expensive c a s k e t . " . . . 

I : " I understand some undertakers w i l l take care o f the funeral 
f o r two or three hundred d o l l a r s . " . 

E: "Oh, ye s , anyone could do that . Some caskets are as low as 
twen ty - f i ve do l l a r s but (laughing) I guess nobody would v&nt t o be 
that cheap, would t h e y ? " . . . 

Time-Off; 

E: (Cont. from above) "When they t o l d us about the two weeks o f f 
we were so d isgus tedJ" . • • • • • • • • 

I : " I suppose you were . " 

E: "They c a l l e d us out and t o l d us. Of course we knew i t was coming. 
. . . . . . . W e were so quiet when we came back. We d i d n ' t say a word. 
And then we s tar ted laughing again . We just thought 'What's the 
use of being mad - i t won't do you any good.*". 

I : "Even then i t i s not as bad f o r you as some of the other g i r l s 
i n the t e s t room, i s i t ? " 

E: "Why not?" 

I : " W e l l , I was thinking of g i r l s who have no one e l se working 
l i k e Ant ionet te and Jenny." 

E: " W e l l , maybe they haven' t got so much to pay out e i t i i e r . ( rather 
a s s e r t i v e l y ) Like i f they are renting a p l ace , they can just l e t the 
rent run. I f anyone i s buying a home, you just can ' t s top. You 
don ' t dare s t o p . " • • • • • • • • 

I : "You own two p l a c e s , don't you?" 

E j "Yes, but one of them i s not paid f o r and i t costs a l o t to keep 
on paying f o r them. You wouldn't want t o lose your home and taxe3 
are t e r r i b l y h igh . Of course they put o f f the da t e . I think i t i s 
t h e twenty-second now and t h e y ' l l probably put i t o f f again because 
they have s e r v e r a l t i m e s . " . . . . . . . . 

I : " W i l l they l e t you carry a tax over u n t i l the next year?" 
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E: "You have t o pay i n t e r e s t . " . . . . . . . 

I : " I t ' s p re t ty hard on people who own proper ty , i s n ' t i t ? . . 
Some landlords can ' t even c o l l e c t the r e n t , " 

E: "Yes, we've been pret ty lucky to have people that are working. 
Sut you have to come down." 

I : "You mean on the rent?" 

E: "Yes? 

I : "How many are working i n your f a m i l y , ?/anda?" 

E: "Wel l , my fa the r i s working, and I ' v e go t my brother working h e r e . " 

I : "That 's r i g h t , you have a brother he re , haven' t you?" 

E: "Yes , he ' s in the o f f i c e . He 's not making much though. I 'm 
surprised that he i s s t i l l he re . He hasn ' t much s e r v i c e . * 

I : "How much has he got?" 
f 

E: "Something around two y e a r s . . I ' m not qu i te sure . . • ••••But I 
don ' t l e t i t worry my mind." (Up t o t h i s point employee has been 

more conf iden t ia l than ever be fo re , but above remark was less s o . 
She sounds a t r i f l e i r r i t a t e d . ) 

I : "How do you mean?" 

E: ( i n d i s t i n c t l y ) " O h , . . . . . . . t h e s e t h ings . " 

I : "You mean having to pay the insurance and the payments on the 
house?" 

E: "Yes , ( l i g h t l y ) but I 'm not the head of the fami ly so why should 
1 care J I just turn i t i n . " 

I : "What do you do now -fiiat you have the two weeks o f f - turn in 
lass?" 

E: (rather emphatical ly) "Oh, I just turn in the whole thing! I 
always do tha t , and I just ask f o r th ings when I want them." 

•V-

t 
~ I : "And this way you just have t o ask f o r l e s s ? " 

E: " I ' l l say. You can ' t ask fo r ve ry much n o w . ? . . . . . . 
f 
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(Employee i s quiet fo r a long t ime. Since i t i s poss ib le 
that she i s r e s i s t an t Because o f I n t ' s . more pointed questions, 
I n t . t r i e s to change the subjeet by t a lk ing about the weather 
and t e l l i n g about her gardening. Employee s t i l l e remalns q u i e t . ) 

I : "You haven ' t had anymore of those c o l d s , have you?" ( laughing) 

E: ( smi l ing) " N o . " . . . . . . . 

I : " I was just thinking about the co ld you t o l d me you got f o r 
punishment, ( laughing. Employee smiles but says nothing and i s 
qu ie t for about f i v e minutes) Have you seen any shows l a t e l y ? " 

E: ( d r y l y ) "No, I don ' t see many of them any more. (She i s quiet 
again for a long pe r iod , so I n t . concludes i n t e r v i e w . ) 

I : " fe l l , I guess we might as w e l l be g e t t i n g back, hadn't we?" 
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RECORD OF INTERVIEW 

Relay Assembly Test Room May 27, 1932. 
Recorded by: 1. Rousseau Opera-tor No. 4 . 

Interview No. 22. 

Employee i s an unusually expansive mood today. She 
talks very easi ly and what she says is closer to her intimate 
thinking, particularly in re lat ion to -foe test room, than i t has 
ever been. This i s the f i r s t interview held after the two weeks 
off under the 7-days-work-a-month plan. Entire Interview centers 
around this fac t . Discuss the weather. 

I : "Well, what have you been doing with yourself aince I saw you 
last?" 

E; "Not very much I A l l you could do i s just s i t around the house 
and do the work there is to d o . " . , . . . , 

I : "How did you like that?" 

B: "Well, i t ' s the checks? When you haven't got any checks coming 
i n , i t ' s not so nice. Of course you don't mind being home, but 
i t was.kind of nice getting back to w o r k . . . . . . • .Of course i f you 
have checks coming in a l l the time, you wouldn't care about the 
w o r k . " . . . . . . 

Is "So i t wasn't so good to get back." 

Es "Well, in a way it wasn't, but i t was rea l ly nice to get back 
together again. You know we always razz each other so much. We 
have more fun. Some days we just get started, and we just keep 
i t up f o r a long time. We get so s i l l y . You ought to come up and 
hear us sometime when we get s t a r t e d . . . . . . . . 

"But of course you can't laugh a l l the t i m e . . . . . . . . . . e s p e c i a l l y 
n o w . . . . . . . . . w h e n you've got things to think about (the depression) 
. . . . . . . . . . y o u can laugh for a while , but then you remember how things 
are again and then you're quiet. Gee, eometimes we get t o thinking 
about things and we are so q u i e t ! . . . . . . . . . . 

Is "I was wondering about that. That's why I asked you i f i t was 
good to come back." 

Es "Why yes , i t ' s different when you're around home a l l the time 
now. Gee, you come down here to forget about i t , but when you're 
horns you hear them complaining," ( I n t . t r i e s to f ind out -who 
complains with no success except to learn that i t I s not the 
youngest children.) Honestly when I came back I was so quiet II 
was just iqy old self again." ~* 

i _ _ _ _ _ . 
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"Say, have you heard the rumor going around that they are going 
to lay off everyone under ten years of service? That's what they 
are saying in the ne ighborhood, . . , . . . .Gee , that gets me sore. 
My folks w i l l hear about i t and then they w i l l say, 'Have you heard 
anything yet?' I t makes me so sore . I say, 'why do you l i s ten to 
them? That's only what they say,* 

"Say, do you know if we have to take off those two weeks before 
vacation?" 

I : "I was wondering about that," 

E: "That's what we are wondering about. We cbn't know i f we have 
to or not. That w i l l be t err ib l e to have f i v e weeks at a time. 
I t ' s bad enough to have two. Wel l , the f i r s t week wasn't so bad 
because you had a check coming, but the second one was t e r r i b l e , but 
worst of a l l was not to get any that f i r s t week of work. You don't 
know i f we have to take it?" 

I : "I haven't heard. Did you ask Chip?" 

Ej "I don't remember if we asked him or not. I t seems to me we 
did and then we haven't heard anything about i t , " • . , , , , , . 

"Of course i f you had a lot of money, you could go places a l l the 
time. You wouldn't care so much about work then," 

I : "You mean you wouldn't be so glad to come down?" 

E: "Yes, Of course we miss seeing each other. Two weeks is a long 
time to be away from each other when we see eagh other every d a y . " , . . , . 

I : "Didn't you get to see each other at al l?" 

E: "Let's see - I be l ieve we^did get together once, (vaguely) 
(E. i s withholding information here as Obs. reports a party during 
the time o f f . ) There isn't much to do. There's just a l i t t l e sweeping 
around the house and when you've cleaned up, you're a l l through. Of 
course we had the washing one day, 

"We had more to do those two weeks than usual , though because my 
l i t t l e niece was with us . The l i t t l e g i r l that's f ive has scarlet 
fever, so she's staying with us. They aren't QLuarrantined, but her 
father i s staying some place else too. Her ttrther came and got her 
Saturday night to take her to his fo lks and i t was kind or late and 
he didn't want to disturb us, so she slept over there. Say, when 
I came in the f i r s t tiling I said Is'Where i s she?' And they said 
she was over there. Say, the next morning I missed her so, I had 
to send my brother over a f ter herS" 
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i. I . R . 5/27/32 Cont 'd . 3. 04-22, 

I : "So you l i k e t o have her around." 

S: "Like t o j We' re crazy about her , We're going t o miss her so 
when,she goes home. M e r l i t t l e s i s t e r w i l l be a l l r i gh t i n a few 
days now. Her mother 's been taking her out for walks but t h e r e ' s 
no use o f taking any c h a n c e s . . , . . , . . . 

"Say, do you know what I did yesterday? I bought a h a t f o r 
twen ty- f ive cents . One o f the g i r l s came down to the tes t room 
the other day and we kidded her something t e r r i b l e because she said 
she bought one f o r twenty^f ive cents , but then I d id i t mysel f . I s n ' t 
i t funny? Why before you wouldn't even look a t i t . You would pass 
r i g h t by but now i t i s good enough," ( laughing) 

* 

U N I V E R S I T Y O F W I S C O N S I N - M I L W A U K E E 


