
criminals, he l a  s himself l i a b l e  t o  t h e  ~ o d s l e r  presentment of the  scoundrels a 
who counsel t he  prosecution of cases however fr ivolous,  and who only look t o  

I whom he a r r e s t s ,  it is a bad precedent t o  e s t ab l i sh  f o r  t he  fu ture  use of lawyers, 
t 

the  pecuniary advantages av i s  ing therefrom. Besides the  unnecessary incomenf ence 
and expense a t tending these  Civi l  proceedings, t he  present is  i n  other  respects  
decidedly p r e jud i c i a l  t o  the  i n t e r e s t s  of t he  serv '  , almost every Off icer  a t  Fe the  Post is necessar i ly  a witness f o r  t he  defence, And t h e  Post, i f  t he  requir-  
ements of l a w  be ca r r ied  out, w i l l  be depl i led  of i t s  Officers t o  an in jur ious  
extent ,  was there  t r u t h  i n  t he  charges, and were they preferred by unprejudiced 
responsible pa r t i e s ,  and i n  all good f a i t h ,  t h i s  i n ju ry  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s ,  

Of the/ service  might with propr ie ty  be to le ra ted ,  but  simply t o  g r a t i f y  t he  malice and 
revenge of unprincipled men, who have themselves been br ied  and convicted of 
xSoXatS6n~sb Law, and whose malice i s  t he  result of t h e i r  trial and conviction, 
it seems pa r t i cu l a r l y  unnecessary and i f  t o l e r a t ed  can only e s t ab l i sh  a ru l e  f o r  
f u tu r e  use, and subject  the  Post t o  a similar deple t ion on t he  presentment of 
any horse t h i e f  o r  disappibinted Govt Employee wno chooses t o  en t e r  a Complaint 
however untrue and frivolous. We claim no immvmity from tne  consequences at tending 
a v io la t ion  of l a w ,  but  it would seem proper t h a t  here should be a t  least plausible  
grounds f o r  the  presumption t h a t  law has been viola ted,  the  very nature of t h e  
complaint should of i t s e l f  have been su f f i c i en t  t o  have destroyed the  c r ed ib i l i t y  
of t h e  witnesses, and the  well known i r responsible  character  of the  witnesses 
themselves togetner  witn t he  f a c t  t h a t  tney had jus t  been i?ried and convicted 
f o r  t he  same offence a t  t he  i n t i ga t i on  of the  accused, should have shown t o  t h e  
grand Jury t he  motive which promphed the  complaint which w a s  simply revenge. 
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I would respectful ly  ask t h e  Ron. Secretary  of War t o  l a y  t h i s  

s t a t e sen t  before t h e  proper Dept, so  t h a t  i f  thought proper the  proceedings 
against  t h e  Officers named may be stayedo The cases were taken up last June and 
continued t o  t h e  October term of t he  U, S. D i s t .  Court at  Topeka Kansas. 

An very Respectfully 
Your Obt, Servant 

(Signed) '118. Uouglas 
Thro . Major 3rd Infantry  

D i s t ,  Dept , & Div, Wd grs  . Commanding Post 

Head Qrs Fort  Dodge Kas 
August 2nd, 1868 

BBt .  Major E. A. Belgen 
A. A. Alpen D$$t. Upper Ark. 

Major 

I have t h e  honor t o  transmit  hertwith Grain Fieport 
per ta ining t o  t h i s  Post f o r  the  month of July 1868. 

I am very Kespectfully 
Your Obt, Servant 

W e  Douglas 
Major 3rd  Infantry  
COEEU~. Post 


