
Head Qrs Fort Dodge, Kansas 
March &th, 1868 

Bvt. BrigGen. ChaunceyMeKeever . 
A. A.  General, Dept of t h e  go. 

General 

I have t h e  honor t o  acknowledge t h e  r ece ip t  of copy of l e t t e r  from 

Commissioner S. G. Taylor, enclosing copy of l e t t e r s  from M r .  Thomas Yurpw, 

superintendent of Indian Affa i r s  a d  M r .  J . S . Butterf  ie ld ,  Indian t r ade r  con- 

cerning t h e  s e l l i n g  or  supplying Arrapahoe and Cheyenne.. Indians iirith sp i r i t ous  

l iquors ,  s a id  t o  have Deen obtained from pa r t i e s  at  For t  Dodge, Kdn. and have the  

honor t o  subxit  t he  following. 

That Indians have procured whisky d t  or  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of this ** 
Post I must adrnit and t he  person o r  persons furnishing it have eluded t he  a&nost 

v igi lance both on an$ pa r t  and on tne  par t  of the  o f f i c e r s  of t h i s  Post t o  

prevent it. I cannot wholey prevent t h e  supply of it t o  t he  so l a i e r s  under my 

command not w i t h  tdnding they a r e  held unaer t he  s t r i c t e s t  :%ilit ary s u r v e l l ~ n c e  . 
crnd it is e n t i r e l y  denied t o  then. There a re  so  many ways and means resor ted t o  by 

trlose who s e l l  o r  purchase l iquor ;  t o  baf f le  t he  s of t ne  Mil i tdry  

Authorit ies.  thcrt detect ion is i n  most cases impossible. The Indian purchdser 

w i l l  n c f b e t r q  t h e  white dea le r  any more tnan t ne  Soldier$ w i l l  oetraj. tne source 

Zrom wnich he uerives h i s  l iquor .  whenever I descover l i quo r  I cause Bdes t ruc t i on  

and so  does every of f ice r  at  t h i s  post. Considerabie quan t i t i es  a re  destroyed, 

but t he  person o r  persons who introduced it a r e  not so  e a s i l y  found. and s t i l l  

harder i s  it t o  detect  a person i n  the  ac t  of s e l l i n g  it. 

I am directed t o  inves t iga te  immediately concerning this t r a f f i c  

by indorsement from Dept. Head Qua r~e r s .  I would most respec t fu l ly  s t a t e  t h a t  

I have eeen invest igated t o  t he  utmost of my a b i l i t y ,  and I tun continually 

invest igat ing and on t he  w t c h  f o r  t h e  purpose of dgtecting thepersons engaged 

i n  the  t r a f f i c :  I invest igated concering the  l i quo r  procured by "Big &3a$thtf alluded 

t o  i n  M r .  But terf ie lds  l e t t e r ,  but was unable t o  discover his source of supply. 


