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ac t ion was tbken i n  t h e  matter. The counsil of administrat ion is wi l l ing  t o  

nominate rin cigain i f  considered necessary, and it i s  the  wisn of a l l  t he  

o f f i c e r s  at t h i s  post,  wi th  p r o b a ~ l y  one exception, that i n  view of t he  s a t i s -  

fac to ry  manner i n  which he has discharged t he  dut ies  of S u t l e r  t h a t  he be 

permitted t o  ac t  as such u n t i l  the  Secretary of War has taken some act ion i n  

t h e  matter. 

The e f for t s  of M r .  Johnson t o  supplant Mr. Tappan a r e  not only gn- 

jus t  t o  niir. Tappan, but  a r e  aiamcnically opposed t o  t he  wishea of the  o f f i c e r s  

of t h i s  Post. And however they may e f f e c t  M r .  Tappan must necessa r i ly resu l t  i n  

in ju ry  t o  himself and t o  a depreciat ion of t h e  good opinion whieh t he  o f f i c e r s  

have h i tner to  of him. I have consulted t h e  fee l ings  of t he  o f f i c e q  i n  t h i s  

respect ,  and t he  avovved in ten t ion  of M r .  Johnson appears already t o  have produced 

c3ldness and d i s t ru s t .  I have no objection t o  M r b  Johnson personally, nor do 

I ooject  t o  h i s  trading, but  I aeem it qx duty t o  protect  M r .  Tappen f b  any 

unjust  actempts t o  ao ,him injury--the motives f o r  which on the  pa r t  of M r .  

Johnson, can only be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  ae s i r e  on h i s  par t ,  t o  ennance t he  value 

of h i s  Traaership. , 

I e a ~ n e s t l g  i n  view of these  fdc t s  request  t o  be allowed t o  

continue Mr. ~ a p p a n  i n  h i s  present pos i t ion  until. some act ion be taken b:, t h e  

Secretary of T- I dr. 
I an very Respectfully 

Your obt. Servant 
WI. Douglas 

Major U. S. 1nfanr;ry 
Commanding Post 

Head Qrs . Fort Dodge, Kdnsas 
March 24, 1868 

Bvt Brig Gen. Chauncey McKeever 
A.  A. A. General Dept of the  !do. 
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