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C.S. Head qrs .  of Post,  on t h e  1'2th Septemoer 1878, wi th  46 e n l i s t e d  men of my 

company. Marching i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Fork Dodge Kansas, camped at  Snake Creek 

about two hours, (4 t o  6 P.M.) then  went on t o  Bear .Creek., Ranche, reaching t h e r e  

a t  1 2  midnight, d is tance  marched, about 54 miles.  I f e d  my horses and got  break- 
, 

f a s t ,  a f t e r  which, I broke camp at 6 A.N. t h e  13th ,  and moved up t n e  Creek, about 

4 o r  5 miles, and t h e r e  put  out  p i cke t s  on t h e  h b l l s ,  overlooking t h e  country, t o  

lookout  f o r  t h e  Indians, o r  Captain Reudlehke,  4 t h  Cavalry, wbcm I thought w a s  

mn t h e  t r a i l .  I remained at  t h i s  po in t  all dsy ana p a t r o l l e d  t h e  road from t h e  

Cimmaron t o  Bear Creek ana a l s o  from Bear Creek t o  Bluff  Creek t o  f i n d  i f  t h e  

Ina ians  haa crossed t h e  Dodge road. A t  n igh t  not having seen o r  heard anything of %he 

Indians  or Captain Ee~d lebroke ,  I l e f t  Bear Creek, ana 3~ent  i n t o  t o r t  uodge a r r i v i n g  

t h e r e  about 1 2  noon t h e  14th. 

I repor ted  t o  L t  . CoL. L e d s  (~ommanaing o f f i c e r )  he saia he would 2 
/ 

keep me there.  I then tolcl him my ob jec t  i n  coming in,  wds  t o  ge t  =one ra t ions ,  

and go back on t n e  roaa, a s  fhr as Bluff  Creek, from t h e r e  scou t  t h e  country e a s t  

of t h e  road, and see  i f  '1 could f i n d  t n e  Indians,  o r  Capt. Kendlebroke, 

he (Col, Lewis) a f t e r  th ink ing  over nly proposition, s a i d  it wowd perhaps, be t h e  

b e t t e r  plan. I gotwhat r a t i o n s  I wanted, and l e f t  J o r t  Dodge a t  b:ju A,ld. 

%he ls th. ,  and went back t o  Bluff Creek where I encamped f o r  t n e  night ,  About 

2 -A.X. t h e  1 6 t h  a cour i e r  a r r i v e d  from t h e  mouth of Bluff  Creek ana repor ted  

t h a t  CollWs liancheL1 had been ra ided ,  the  evening previo-ss : A s  soon a s  it was 

day l igh t  I s t a r t e d  aawn t o  ,tne ranche, where I a r r i v e d  about 1 P.M., and while 

my  men were g e t t i n g  dinner ,  I s e n t  out  men t o  make a c i r c l e  of t h e  p lace  t o  f i n d  

t h e  trail .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  men vrho weive hunting f o r  t h e  t ra i l  l e f t  camp, one of + 2 

them (m. Wilson oi' my company) returned,  ana repor ted  he had seen s i x  Indians  

about t h r e e  mi les   elo ow, I immediately saddled up ancl went t o  t h e  po in t  where 

he haa seen t h e  Indians,  bu t  c o u d  not f i n d  them, as they  had got  i n t o  the  Sand 

h i l l s ,  I went back ana remained a t  t h i s  danche all night ,  t n e  16th.  


