
o f f i c e r  and three  men on Sheridan Buttes near mouth of Powder River, 
and a f t e r  going i n t o  camp on Yellowstone near mouth of OrFallon Creek, 
I kept t he  country ac t ive ly  scouted near head of t h i s  creek and a l so  
over towards Cabin Creek. I arranged with ranchers and dr ivers  on 
l i n e  of Bismarck and Keogh mail route t o  give me promptly any information 
they might learn.  On February 27th, t h e  Yellowstone River suddenly 
rose some six f e e t  and ca r r ied  out the  i c e  though t h e  termometer had f o r  
a day o r  two previous indicated 33 degpees below zero. This sudden 
flood compelled me t o  move t o  high ground on banks of OtFallon Creek. 
On Byarch 4th,moved back t o  Powder River f o r  t h e  purpose of crossing 
ra t ions  and forage, t h e  i c e  having broken i n  t h i s  stream on Xarch 3rd 
leaving however a wide gorge of i c e  on t h e  banks. 

9n March 7th  two Sioux scouts with i n t e rp re t e r  Fleury who had been 
sent  out on Bismarck m a i l  l i n e  from Fort Keogh reported at my camp and 
I detained them with me. 

On March 8 th  I sent two Sioux Scouts out t o  make an extended scout 
up Powder Rover t o  crossing of Black H i l l s  and Keogh road, thence over 
t o  t h e  L i t t l e  Missouri on t h i s  road then t o  go down t h i s  s t reau  and i f  
not f inding t r a i l  before t o  scout well  towards "Slim Buttes." On t h e  
11th they returned t o  camp a t  8 a.m. and reported a s  having seen some 
Indians hunting on foot  about f i f t y  miles up Fowder Rmver. I a t  once 
s t a r t e d  out th ree  scouts including one of  those  I&O had brought in t h e  
report ,  t o  go and l oca t e  t h e  v i l l age  and indicated a point  a t  about where 
I would meet them. Leaving t e n t s  standing with a small guard taking t en  
days r a t i ons  on packs and a s  much forage a s  possible I l e f t  camp a t  12 
m. and narched out on Bismarck s tage l i n e  some twenty-two miles, which 
point I reached jus t  a t  dark; from here I struck off f o r  t he  pine bluffs ,  
and r idges  near Powder River thus crossing a high plateau of r o l l i n g  
p r a i r i e  where nty command could have been seen a t  a long distance i f  I 
had not crossed a t  night, and went i n t o  camp i n  a wel l  concealed 
posi t ion a t  11 p.m. 

The night was in tensely  dark and f o r  a time rained heavily, making 
our progress slow and extremely d i f f i c u l t ,  and but f o r  t h e  Indian 
scouts we ce r t a in ly  could have done nothing. The next day we advanced 
cautiously keeping concealed well  by winding amongst t h e  bluffs ,  following 
ravines etc., and a t  4 p.m. met scout;s I hsd sent out t o  loca te  v i l l age  
and they  reported no s igns  and I went i n t o  camp. During the  night it 
turned suddenly qu i t e  cold and snowed some four inches. Selieving no 
l a rge  body of Indians could have escaped observation from t h e  second 
scouting par ty  and t h a t  some mistake had been made by t he  f i r s t ,  t h e  
next looming I ordered t he  command t o  move slowly back on our t r h i l .  I 
took six of t h e  scourts giving th ree  of then an ex t r a  animal and ra t ions ,  
and thoroughly scoured t h e  country adjacent t o  t he  point where t h e  hos t i l e s  
had been reported a s  having been seen; f inding nothing which j u s t i f i e d  
any fur ther  re tent ion of t he  comand, I sent i n t e rp re t e r  Fleury and t h e  
two Indians "1 had prepared f o r  t h e  t r i p , "  forward t o  complete t h e  scout 
f i r s t  ordered t o  t he  L i t t l e  Pilissouri, e tc .  and rejoined my comand and 
reached my t e n t s  a t  Powder River on March 14th. During the  t r i p  some of 
t he  men were s l i g h t l y  f rostgd, but none ser iously  i n  jwed. 


