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Indians, I found t h i s  man hn bed, very sick,  very excited and not very c l e a r  i n  

h i s  statements, I did  not place su f f i c i en t  credence i n  h i s  statement t o  induce 

me t o  disembark my com~lillld and proceeded on t o  P i e r cev i l l e  a t  t h a t  point  I found 

Col. C. H. Smith 19  Infantry  i n  commmd who informed me t h a t  he had not any infor- 

mation regarding the  Indians t o  give xtet 

Having become convinced t h s t  t he  Indians had not a t  t h a t  time crossed 

t h e  Hiver I then proceeded t o  fu r the r  carry  out t h e  ins t ruc t ions  of Lt, 

Col, W. H. Lewis, 19th  Inf, vix, " that  Z f  I could not f i nd  t r ace s  of Indians on 

t h e  l i n e  of dai l road t o  ?roceed towards Sand o r  Crooked Creeks i n  search of them,"v 

I accordingly di rected t h e  t r a i n  t o  re tu rn  towards Cirmnaron t o  a point  about seven 

miles west of t h a t  place f o r  t he  purpose of d i s e ~ b a r k i n g  q, commande 'die arraved 

a t  t h e  point rz fe r red  t o  about 3 o ~ c l o c k  A.Wo t he  20 in s t an t  where a c r i b  was b u i l t  

of dai l road t i e s ,  t he  Infantry  disambarked and t h e  wagons and llfules taken of f  t h e  

t r a in ,  about t h i s  time the t r a i n  was ordered t o  proceed t o  Cimmaron there  t o  

await t h e  a r r i v a l  of a t r a i n  t h a t  had t o  pass it on i t s  r e tu rn  about 5 o'clock A.M., 

t h e  Cavalry was disembarked together with t h e  c i t izens ,  A passage of t he  Arkansas 

iiiver was effected aoout 5 miles west of Cimmaron a t  9 o'clock A.M. &he 20 ins tant '  

with t h e  Cavalry i n  advance, 

On crossing t he  Arkansas t he  guides were e n t  ahesd and flanicers of 

so ld ie r s  and c i t i z e n s  were sent  out  on each s ide  of the  colum, t he  column continued 

i t s  course South Xest u n t i l  about noon when t he  d i rec t ion  was  changed t o  South East. 

The Comnd arrived a t  Crooked Creek about 6:15 o'clock R.Mr where it encamped_-that 

n igh t  + !:, 

On t h e  21 i n s t ,  a t  about 6:45 o'clock A.M. information having reached 

me t h a t  the  Indians were i n  force  on Sand Creek command s t a r t e d  i n  ea s t e r l y  

d i rec t ion  f o r  t h a t  place, On t h i s  mornings march repeated appl icat ions  were made 

t o  me by t h e  leaders  of t he  c i t i z ens  f o r  me t o  separate t h e  C a v a l r ~  from t h e  Inf, 

q d  allow it t o  proceed with t k e  c i t i z ens  t o  engage t he  Indians. A s  I had been 


