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Kiowa Apache. A small Athapascan
tribe, associated with the Kiowa from
the earliest traditional period and forming acornponent part of the Kiowa tribal
circle, although preserving its distinct
language. They call themselves Na-ishaii-dina, 'our people'. In the earliest
French records of the 17th century, in
Lewis and Clark's narrative, and in their
first treaty in 1837, they are called by various forms of 'Gattacka', the name by
which they are known to the Pawnee;
and they are possibly the Kaskaia, 'Bad
Hearts', of Long in 1820. The Kiowa call
them by the contemptuous title Semat,
Thieves', a recent substitute for the older
generic term Taghi, applied also to other
Athapascan tribes. They are commonly
known as Kiowa Apache, under the mistaken impression, arising from the fact of
their Athapascan affinity, that they are a
detached band of the Apache of Arizona.
On the contrary, they have never had any
political connection with the Apache
proper, and were probably unaware of
their existence until about a century ago.
A few Mescalero Apache from New Mexico are now living with them, and individuals of the two tribes frequently exchange visits, but this friendly intimacy
is of only 60 or 80 years' standing. The
Kiowa Apache did not emigrate from
the S. W. into the plains country, but
came with the Kiowa from the N. w.
plains region, where they lay the scene
of their oldest traditions. I t is probable
that the Kiowa Apache, like the cognate
Sarsi, have come down along the E. base
of the Rocky mts. from the great Athapascan body of the Mackenzie r. basin
instead of along the chain of the sierras,
and that, finding themselves too weak to
stand alone, they took refuge with the
Kiowa, as the Sarsi have done with the
Blackfeet. As they are practically a part
of the Kiowa in everything but language,
they need no extended separate notice.
Their authentic history begins nearly 70
yearsearlier than that of the Kiowa, they
being first mentioned under the name
Gattacka by La Salle in 1681or 1682, writing from a post in what is now Illinois.
Hesays that the Pana (Pawnee) livemore
than 200 leagues to the w. on one of the
tributaries of the Mississippi, and are
"neighbors and allies of the Gattacka
and Manrhoat, who are s. of their village and who sell to them horses which
they probably steal from the Spaniards
in New Mexico." I t is therefore plain
that the Kiowa Apache (and formerly
also the Kiowa) ranged even at this early
period in the same general region where
they were known more than a century
later, namely, between the Platte and the
frontier of New Mexico, and that they already had horses taken from the Spanish

