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and crosses tr:e heads of nmerous i i t i l e  Creeks wkick eaptj. i l l to  uad .Aver, and 

which afford coqany  places along t h e  roau evzry cm ar f i f t e e n  miles, hrkere gpd 

grazing, and, i n  a o s t  instances, good water i s  fourld, but which a r e  alixost d e s t i t u t e  

02 f eul ,  even l o r  cooking p7w20ses. 

E e s b e s ,  tl,e ease r d t h  di lch  t roops  can Love along this road i n  dry  

weather, they v m u l d  oe i n  a l m d s t  constcilt co=lnilmication with I r e igk t  t r a i n s ,  mail 

c a r r i e r s ,  ana otters, passing over it, by  x.Eich the  news of ,3 jqx-oacki~~ hos t i l e s  

would be e a s i l y  comLtunic~ted. 

To ge t  i n t o  p s i t i o n  on t ke  road a s  ear ly  as pract icable ,  I made arrang- 

anents t o  ieail-e t h i s  post, with t h e  do~t~aand, on tize 6 ins tan t ,  but f a i l e d  to  do so a s  

the  coapang 3;ld hea ica l  o f f i ce r ,  ordered t o  jo in  fro,iL r'ort 'i'uilJ, were unable t o  cross 

the  L,iis;souri h iver  u n s i i  n e u  slil~dawn or" -that day i n  c.sr?se:-uence JI a stronz wind 

renaerlng it intpossTole t o  inanage t h e  f i a t  boat Li wh-ch t he  cofiiprmy a d  i t s  transpor- 

t a t i o n  had t o  oe f e r r i e d  over. 

On tiie doming of tk,e 7 th  howiuver, eureryskin,g being ready, the cormiand, 

consisting, of n ine  o f l i c e r s ,  one hundred aa \ i  sevsnty one en l i s t ed  men, f i v e  Indian 

scouts and f i v e  InJians volunteere, their s i r v i ce s  a s  scouts, iiloved out i n  l i g h t  

iilz~cki~,- oruer, ;?-ith rd t ions  fo r  twenty-five c i  ys,  kalf  forage f o r  the  animals f o r  t h e  
b 

satiie p-riod,  and o m  hundred aaii f i f t y .  rounds of ammunition per mall, i n  addi t ion t o  

tke  f i f t y  rounds ca r r i ed  i n  the  bel ts .  

Late i n  tke  eveniilg of t h a t  day, a f t e r  ge t t ing  i n t o  camA2 a t  t h e  head of 

Chautier :reek, a caur ier  fvon iheyenne Agency brought file two l e t t e r s  from Japtain 

droori, 3d J a v a l r ~ ,  Zoiiirnading +tea Cloud Agency, d a t e d  respect ively  3 e p t a o e r  28th Bnd 

October 6 th)  m d  a copy o l  a teie'grram to  k : ,  froA;l t h e  Department Zoamander, dat3d 

Oct. 6th. i n  the i e t t e r  a2 tke 2 8 ~ h  he informea me t h a t  t he  lied Jlouci Indians had 

l e f t  t r ,e i r  o ld  c m p  a t  tne fo rks  of k h i t e  iiiver, : : i t l r , ~ - ~ t  authori ty,  and were moving 

up t h e  min strearu, taking with tfiem Says ra t ions ,  and t h e i r  c a t t l e  

seven hmured and tl.re,ltjr l i v e  head, whicr, woula supply trza witn beef f o r  abobt 

r'orty says, but zkat  no t r aub l e  with them was an t i c i p i t ed  as the;{ seemed t o  De actuated 

&.sleiy by a d e s i r e  t o  reach t h e i r  uew agency before winter s e t  in ,  arid t o  avaid a 

r epe t i t i on  of t c e  safferings,  and carashigs of l a s t  winter. In t h e  m e  of t k e  6th  


