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place of defence against  any a t t eck  Tze might ~ a k e .  'To @arc? against  any starnpde of 

oilr heard, we bqvouaked i n  a form of a square, horses picketed on t h e  inside.  

October 6th  The t r a i l  had decreased very muck s ince  yesterday, followed 

what was l e f t  of it i n  a Southerly course t o  a creek emprying i n t o  North P l a t t e  River, 

The c i t i z en  ~ o l u n t e ~ r s  had l e f t  us  t h e  day before, i n  the  afternoon, No 

one i n  t he  command Ime~r vhere we were, bu-t on? of i i e u t .  Young's scouts cam2 across 

a i~lr. Barngroover, who ~ z i d  we were North of b ig  Springs or Julesburgh and on Ash 

O reek. Having f i r s t  m t e r e d  our animals, an operation attended with so3e %if f i c u l t y  

as  they were f r a n t i c  with t h i r s t  and hard r i d i ~ g ,  we marched (30) t h i r t y  miles f a r t h e r  

t o  head of Blue Water Creek. The maps i n  our poasession were s o  inaccurate t h a t  

f r o z  t h i s  onYwe cezsed t o  place any dependence i n  them. On the  7th, 8th, 9th, and 

1 0 t i ,  our ,mrch was through t h e  "Sand Ellst1, 3 region of s m d  dunes, o f ten  high 

I 

enough t o  be cal led ~ o m t a i n s ,  havirg no water except a t  in te rva l s ,  a s e r i e s  of l akes  

rnostly sa l ine  or a lka l ine  and no vegetation except some grass  and weeds; on t h e  

$tk our wagon azd ambulance were l e f t  behkd ,  Our Een were carrying (5 )  f i v e  days 

r a t i ons  of h z d  bread aPLt bacoc on the i r  saddles& siipplementzd ; i t h  beef k i l l e d  

i n  Southern par t  of t h e  Sand klills, &rr Officers ware almost en t i r e ly  out  of food 

and suffred a s  much a s  t h e  men, or zven more t h a r  they did. 

On 7th s f t e r  a m ~ c h  of (45) f o r t y  f i v e  mile;: czmpedbbp the  s ide  of a 

m r s h y  salt lake, without ~iooc? and with but l i t t l e  grass. Our experience on, t h e  8th  

wss almost i den t i ca l l y  t tze  same as  tbt of 7th, mis day took up C o l o ~ e l  Car l tonls  

t r a i l  going East. On 9th c ~ f t e r  a hard mzrch over sand ridges, s t r uck  3cake r i ve r  near 

i t s  head, co ,munic~ted with Cole Carlton i~ho sen t  us some supplies from those of k 5 s  

o-m coamand. 

Oct 1'3th Joined Car l tonts  cornmancl i n  car? on Niobrzra, at, n?outh of 

h t e l o ~ e  Creek. Oct. 11th  unit23 comanaa rnoved t o  head of Big T,?Fte Clay Creek 

30 :I., and uct  12th mrched 16 16. t o  Cai:tp iheridan. Officers,  glen and horses suffered 

3W@~ely  f r o 3  want of fooc! and - - ; t e r  and f ro3  mere vxch ing .  The Theaenne ~ i a r ~ i o r s  

twnec? i q to  t h e  Sand Hil ls  P a o ~ d n g  t h e  troops t o  be ignorznt of t k a t  country 2nd 

h o p i y  there  t o  detsi-r p r s u i t ,  u n t i l  t h e i r  rlronc2 ;nd children by some other t r a i l  


