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a t  a point (10) ten or  (12) twelve miles from ogallalia,/where a ford  was found, 

c r w d  with g rea t  d i f f i c u i t y  by t h e  wagons and foo t  soldiers.  

The ~ o u n t e d  troops were all across by 8 P.):. , but t h e  Infantry, with 

wagontrain, d id  not reach camp until a f t e r  nridnight and then with such danages t o  

soae of tks t ranspor ta t ion f r o n  the passage of t he  r i ve r  t h a t  it was seen t o  be 

useless  t o  attern$ t o  continue the  pursuit  unless  our vehicles were abandoned. 

In  t h e  meantime, scouts had been sen t  out i n  t h e  d i rec t ion  of t h e  Lead of 

' iki te T a i l  Creek; these  returned about 3. A.N. on 5th, repor t ing having found t h e  

t r a i l  and seen ponies grazing near &ere they supposed t h e  bivouac of t h e  Indisns t o  

be. A dense r i s t  proceeded a very c lose  reconnaisance. 

A t  3:30 A.% Camp was a r o u d a n d  a s  soon as  could be i n  t h e  obscuri ty of 

the  fog, horses w e ~ e  saddled x d  the  mounted pa r t  of t h e  corn-and pushed forward. The 

Infantry was sent  hsck with a l l  t h e  trar-sportetion, excepting oqe l i g h t  wagon an4 one 

ambulance which it was e t  f i r s t  thought, rnigfit be taken ydth us, 

progress was very rapid, much of t h e  t i n e  a t  a gallop and nsver a t  

a slower ga i t  than a t r o t .  

The column, headed by i v l r .  %are 2nd f i v e  other c a t t l e  men who joined us 

t h a t  xorning, pushed on i.1 a Northerljr course f o r  (L) t.i:elve o r  (15) f i f t e e n  miles 

t o  the head of White Tail ,  where t h e  ha l t i ng  place of the  enew was found a s  wel l  a s  

t k s  carcasses of (6) six or  (7) slaughtered beeves. 

This bivouac had been chosen i n  an almost inaccess ible  ravine, perf z c t l y  

secure against  surpr ise .  

Iznmedistely a f t e r  leaving m i t e  Ta i l  the  Cheaenne t ra i l  began t o  break, 

but t h e  majn portion, making a t  t h a t  pa r t i cu la r  t b - e  a ver;r d i s t i n c t  l i n e  of t r ave l ,  

l ed  t he  pursuit  t o  sil points of t h e  compass, but gensrcilly t o  t h e  3 .  and :$. for  

between 50 and (63) s i x t y  x i l e s  fa r ther ,  when dari-aess supervened and t he  corn-zr~d 

hal ted on t h e  t r a i l .  The closeness of t he  p r s u i t  could be judged from t h e  horses 

found on t he  t rai l ,  s t i l l  wet with t h e  sweat of r i d i n g  a.ld from the  number of 

aban,donec! packs, strzwn over t h e  plain. Oqe horse was found with t k e  pack s t i l l  on 

him. A t  place of halt ing,  and a small f resh ly  abandoned r i f l e  p i t ,  sxcavated a s  a 


