
continued 

Indians were l i l t e l j  t o  pass, t ha t  l i b e r a l  cor~ipen:jztior! would be r s i d  f o r  r e l i a b l e  

i n f o r m t i o n  concerning t h e  Cheyennes, 

On the  n igh t  of Oct. 3rd, word was received from Captairl Nauck 4th Savalry, 

comrading pursuing par ty  of t roops  from t k e  Denartxent of t h e  -~iissouri ,  t h a t  i n  h i s  

opinion, Indians would c r q x  Union Pac i f i c  H a i l  Road on night of 5 th  between Ogallal la 

and Julesburgh. AIhrnost a t  sane time, our scouting pa r t i e s  reported them on head of 

frenchmn 1s creek, 3outh of I ia i l  3oad, moving North-West towards Sidney. Messages a10 

cmie from Big Springs, Ogallalla, Julesburgh and, L thin!! one or  two other points t h a t  

Cheyennes had been discovered i n  small pa r t i e s  t o  t h e  South of those places. 

These r e ~ o r t s  being very confl$cting, of ten d i r e c t l y  opnosite callsed 

great  perplexitx. It was evident t h a t  t h e  object  of tke  Cheyennes was t o  cross the  

Plzhte a t  some point  out of reach of the  m i l i t z r ,  azd t ha t  t h e i r  object  would best  

be f ru s t r a t ed  by keeping the  troops massed i n  one posi t ion 2nd throxing them a s  

quickly a s  possible upon the  enAmy the  rnof$aent authentic inforaistion should be 

received of s passage being attempted. 

No other course was ~ o s s i b l e  with the  small n-mber of soldiers  2t hand 

t o  s t t e z p t  t o  guxd  each l i t t l e  s t a t i on  thick reportsd i t s s l f  i n  dmger, would be Bo 

render t he  -&ole c o m d  p ~ x e r l e s s .  

October hth, about 11 o ~ c l o c k ,  word K 3 ~  ~ e c e i v e d  f ron  Ogallal la t h a t  t h e  

Cheyennes were jus t  crossing t h e  South P l a t t z  Eiver and the  U.P. 2 a i l  Road near U k s l i  

(5  p i l e s  t o  tize East of Ogal la l la)  . 
The cornnand was h m k d i a t e u  put on board the  trair! held i n  readiness f o r  

t he  purpose, but an hour 7:3s consued i n  ge t t ing  men and horses i n  t he  c.ws. 

A t  12.25, t k e  t r a i n  s t m t e d ,  reaching Ogdllalla, (74 miles) a t  4.P.11. 

a t  4.25, the  Cavalry and mowlted Lrlfzntry moved out a t  a f a s t  ga i t ,  leaving t h e  foot- 

troops t o  follow with t h e  wagons. 

F f fo r t s  were rnade i n  Sidney and Ogal la l la  t o  obtain guides, b1j.t no person 

co , ld  be found acquarhnted with t h e  country North of t h e  North Pla t te .  

By dark, the  mounted port ion of t k e  co~maiid had gained t h e  North Z l a t t e  


