
The Wagon blaster, ~ r b k  Oregon, repor@s t h e  Ind ians  drove t h e  teamsters  

from t h e i r  f i r e  by p re sen t ing  t h e i r  revolvers  and order ing  them t o  l eave .  

The Ind ians  "went throughH t h e  Wagons and i f  any man t r i e d  t o  prevent  

them, they  poin ted  t h e i r  revolvers  a t  him. They took t h e  r a t i o n s  of t h e  

bb 
men. The Ind ians  c a l l e d  themselves Cheyennes. The agent  t h e  s t age  corn- 4 

pany who cor robora ted  r,he s tatement  of  wagon master,  says  t h e  Ind ians  

v i s i t e d  the  ranch a t  Cimmarron Crossing. Being no i sy  an? th rea t en ing ,  t he  

white  men con t r ived  t o  g e t  t'ilem ou t  of it and c losed  t h e  ?oor. The Indians ,  

through a NIexican i n t e r p r e t e r ,  s a i d  if they  were no t  allowed t o  e n t e r  t hey  

would f i g h t .  Mr. Wright, p r o p r i e t o r  of t he  ranch, t o l d  them t h a t  i f  t hey  ( 
wanted t o  f i g h t ,  he wa.6 ready f o r  them. They then  went t o  t h e  t r a i n  

"went through it ." They s t ayed  24 hours  and then  went up r i v e r .  The 
I 

agent  s a i d  t h e  Ind ians  c a l l e d  themselves Arrapahoes. r re- ra t ioned  the  

t r a i n  f o r  t e n  days and s a n t  an e s c o r t  of one non-commissioned o f f i c e r  and 

f i f t e e n  men t o  guard t h e  t r a i n  as f a r  a s  F o r t  Lyon wibh i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  

a c t  pu re ly  on t h e  defensive,  b u t  no% t o  a l low moles ta t to  Ind ians  i n  any 
, 

manner whatever. 'The number sf Ind ians  i n  t h i s  h o s t i l e  party was 25. The 

Wagon u a s t e r  r e p o r t s  his' own men were unarmed. 
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Signed--& j o r  Douglas 

January 19, 1868 
Headquarters--Fort Dodge, h n s a s  
To the  P res iden t  of Commision appointed t o  a d j u s t  I n d i a n  a f f a i r s  
Washington,' D, C.  

S i r :  

-1 have rece ived  seve ' ral  newspapers from r e l a t i v e s  and f r i e n d s  conta in ing  

s p e c i a l  d i spa tches  from Washington ander da t e  of 3anuary 6, i n  which sp>aking 

of t h e  Ind ian  Cmrnission the  f oliowing werds appear,  "They f i n d  wi th  r e spec t  

t o  t h e  burning of t h e  Cheyenne v i l l a g e  by General Hancock t h a t  he a c t e d  on 

o f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s  made by Major mug las ,  which r e p o r t s  were subsequent ly 


