
Indian i d e a s  of numbers were vague when ou t s ide  p a r t i c u l a r  
f a m i l i e s  o r  t r i b e s .  So t h a t  I wauld say t h a t  an exact f i g u r e  of 
1137 c a s u a l t i e s  i s  even more absurd than  your f i g u r e  of 6 and 6. 
I say absurd because you c o m t  only t h e  s i x  bodies remaining 
d i r e c t ' f r o n t  of t h e  c o r r a l .  These bodies  a s  you say, were 
not moved during the f i g h t  because of t h e  firepower of the  whites .  
You a l s o  say t h a t  except f o r  t h i s ,  they a l l  would have been car- 
r i e d  amsy. Inasmuch as you a r e  minimizing Indian l o s s e s ,  why not 
n a i t  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o r i n g  day when t h e  bodies  were a l l  gone includ- 

l ing t h e  headlese one? 

Another e r r o r  I i s  t h a t  you say t h e  t roops  were 
armed with new I t h i n k  you know b e t t e r  now. 

u t  t h a t  statement as it s tands ,  makes mat ters  worse f o r  both 
and whites.  

Fur the r ,  you a r e  not almaye cons i s t en t  regarding guns obtain- 
ed by the  Ind.ians. It depends on t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Cge time ysu say 
the I n t e r i o r  Department suppl ied guns t o  the  IndLans t o  k i l l  sol- 
d i e r s  of t h e  :Tar Department. A t  another  time you show J i m  Bridger 
eayigg the  Sioux d id  not have one gun i n  a  hundred. I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  
exac t ly  but it seems t o  me about 1 ,000 f i rearms of var ious  s o r t  s- 
Cinches te r s ,  Spencers, o ld  muskets and hunting r i f l e s ,  were surrend- 
ered by t h e  Sioux. And some Army men f e l t  sure  they  had r e t a i n e d  
and hidden t h e  b e s t  of t h e i r  weapons. 

Perhaps you a r e  inf luenced a b i t  by hero worship too.  For I 
n o t i c e  you have asc r ibed  t o  Jack S t i l l w e l l  and h i s  trenchmates 
most of t h e  (n ine? )  Indian c a s u a l t i e s  i n  t h e  f i g h t  on t h e  Aricka- 

ee .  He was a l ad  of only n ine teen  then  and while experienced, 
probably not nea r ly  as much as t h e  r e s t  of F o r s y t h t s  hard-bi t ten r 
crew. Years l a t e r  he became one of t h e  l e s s e r  Texan notables  and 
you may have f e l t  h i s  au ra .  

Indian c a s u a l t i e e  at t h e  'Tagon Box f i g h t  w i l l  always be a 
guess. But you appear t o  t ake  Indian s i d e  s t o r i e s  verbatim while 
discounting Powell I s  o f f i c i a l  r epor t  and o the r  accounts  made a t  NN 
an e a r l y  day. Powell wes no t y r o .  He' was a sergeant i n  t h e  ~, ir~-f , -  
Dragoons at t h e  start of t h e  C i v i l  V a r  and i n  1867 had i n  aWut  
twenty years  se rv ice  which should make him a competent -soi5ness. 9 
You discount Seneral  Dod e .  Yet I note  
Y o Y l Y .  ye t  you c i  
hangouts, was  considered an amusing s p i  
t akes  but t h a t  doesn ' t  mean a l l  h i s  nor  
He m s  s ince re  and t r i e d  t o  ge t  t h e  s t o  
openly asking  f o r  coment  , correc t  ion  a 
say of t h e  l e t t e r  t o  Brady by R . J .myth  
Box f i g h t ;  and f o r  o t h e r  events ,  people li 
Toodruff and Carrington? These were c i t e d  
him f i r s t  hand information o r  having tr  
at a far e a r l i e r  competent d a t e  than  yo 
teetimony t o  be considered more r e l i a b l e ?  
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