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T H E  A R M Y  WAR COLLEGE @ 
IN RERY REFER Ip WASHINGTON, D. C. 

The University of Oklahoma, 
NO=, Oklahoma. 

/ Id! dear Captain Crrmpbell: 

Replying t o  your cormunication of July 18th, inquiring as  t o  
information given i n  War Departmnt reports concerning the Absentee Utes 
of 1906, and Captain Carter P. john son*^ connection with the incident, 
the following is  quoted from the Bnnual Report of Brigadier General 
Edward S. Gotlf'my, Cammanding the Departmnt of the Missouri, dated 

- August 12, 1907: 
*BBSmEE UTE INDIrnS. 

In October, 1906, nernrspaper reports gave infozmation 
of the feaPs of s e t t l e r s  i n  the S ta te  of Wyoming regarding roving 
Ute Indians near the toan of Gi l le t te ,  About the 17th of the 
month the statement was made tha t  the Governor of Wyoming had 
called on the President for  troops, Taking action on thia 
information, the Department Coa9nen&er sent preliminary telegramar 
t o  the commanding off icers  a t  Forts Robinson and Meads ordering 
the preparation of one scpadron of cavalry a t  each post f o r  f i e l d  
duty and ins t i tu t ing  sueh preliminary action as  would enable these 
troops to  take the ii&&d i n  the ahorteat poarsible t i m e  i f  orders 
~vhc&,d ieme* 4 b  pssSi cr items were fur ther  informed tha t  one 
o r  mom competent of f icers  l i a r  with Indian affairs .rsou;Ld be 
sent t o  suitable points t o  interview the Indiana, quiet apprehensions 
of a i t izens and have conferences with In3im parties. On October 
19th a t  7 p.m, telegraphic instructions were received frornEead- 
quarters Northern Division eoamntnicating the orders of the President 
to cause a suitable force of cavalry t o  proceed to the scene of 
disturbance t o  secure the peaceful and laxfu l  return of the  Indians 
to the lands a l lo t t ed  to them at the Uintah reservation i n  Utah. 
A fW.1 report  of the operations ensulng upon these instruction81 and 
culminating i n  the conduct of the Indiana t o  the Fort Wade Military 
Reservation was subsr i t td  under date of December 8, 1906, by the 
Cormanding General, Northern Division, aho was at the same time the 
Department Commander, A br ief  summary is al l  tha t  seem t o  be 
necessary a t  t h i e  time. 

Captains Carter P. Johnson and Robert G. Paxton, 10th 
Cavalry, uere sent from Fort Robinson t o  Gi l l e t t e  to  learn the exact 
s i tua t ion  and to  report  the location of the Indians, t he i r  numbers, 
supplies, mans of transport, ernd any information which might be of 
value fa dealing with the situation, IPo troops of the 10th Cavalry 
under eommand of Major Charles &. Grierson were ordered t o  go by 
r a i l  t o  the same place as soon a"& transportation could be assembled. 

These orders were given l a t e  i n  the evening, October 19th. 
OaPing t o  a severe blizzard and d is~l l~an$ing  of the  railway t rains ,  
Captains Johnson and P&on did not reach Gi l l e t t e  u n t i l  the night 
of October Zlst. Despite the heavy snow and bad wather ,  they 
attwted nc?rthward on the morning of October Whrd and a for ty  mile 
r ide  tha* day brought them t o  the Indian c a p .  A% %he ctonfere~cat 


