
THE NATIONAL GALBRY GF THE AMERICAN INDIAN 

The c u l t u r e  of the  American Ind ian ,  h i s  way of l i f e ,  has  been properly 

evaluated and apprec ia ted  by a l l  too few white hmericans. The National  

Gal lery of t he  American Indian  w i l l  be a  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  of the  

f i n e s t  examples of t h e  Ind ian ' s  a r t s ,  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  and w i l l  make poss ib le  

t h e i r  c i r c u l a t i o n  throughout t h e  United S t a t e s ;  i t  w i l l  serve t o  acquain t  t he  

white people wi th  t h e  I n d i a n ,  h i s  a r t s  and c r a f t s  and h i s  phi losophy,  h i s  

des ign  f o r  l i v i n g ,  t he  r i chness  of h i s  c u l t u r e  and i t s  value t o  a l l  who i n h a b i t  

t h i s  cont inent .  

The wor ld ' s  b e s t  a r t i s t s  have i n  r e c e n t  decades begun t o  f u l l y  understand 

and give due r ecogn i t i on  t o  the  pr imi t ive  and "folk" a r t  of the h i t h e r t o  

despised "backward" peoples of Af r i ca ,  Asia ,  and o the r  a r eas  which have not  

been completely transformed economically and c u l t u r a l l y  by our "machine age" 

c i v i l i z a t i o n .  None of t hese  p r imi t ive  c u l t u r e s  i s  more i n t e r e s t i n g  than  t h a t  

of our own American Indian.  With amazing t e n a c i t y  he has held t o  h i s  own l i f e -  

p a t t e r n  and h i s  a r t s  have p e r s i s t e d ,  d e s p i t e  the  inf luence  of an a l i e n  c i v i l i -  

za t ion  surrounding him, f o r  c e n t u r i e s  s ince  pre -Colurnbian days. H i s  unbroken 

a e s t h e t i c  t r a d i t i o n s  a r e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  v i t a l  and unique; t hey  a r e  bo th  c l a s s i c  

and modern. 

T.oday a s  i n  c e n t u r i e s  long p a s t ,  t h e  Indians  a r e  producing p o t t e r y ,  p a i n t i n g s ,  

b a s k e t r y ,  b l anke t s  and o thor  t e x t i l e s ,  jewelry , beadwork, qu i l lwork ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  

costumes, embroidery, and o the r  o b j e c t s  of a r t ,  t h a t  deservo wider spprec ia t ion- -  

a s  we l l  a s  "junk" - souveni rs  f o r  t he  undiscr imina t ing  t o u r i s t  t r ade .  The 

National  Gal le ry  o f  t he  American Ind ian  w i l l  seek t o  win f o r  t he  f i n e s t  Ind ian  

a r t  t h i s  wider r ecogn i t i on  and apprec i a t ion .  It w i l l  he lp  t o  f o s t e r  a  g r e a t e r  

demand f o r  t h e  I n d i a n ' s  f i n e s t  work and thus  a i d  him i n  developing h i s  a r t .  


