
The National  Gal le ry  of the  AmerOcan Ind ian  a t  Washington, D. C, i s  
f o r  t he  pwpose of a  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of h i s  arts and c r a f t s  - f o r  a  wide recog- 
n i t i o n  of h i s  c u l t u r e  - t o  acquain t  white people wi th  what he looks l i k e  a s  a 
human be ing  and what he i s  doing todag, Hundreds of m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  have 
been spen t  on the  s c i e n t i f i c  s ide  of t h e  s u b j e c t ,  O f  t h e  man a s  a  human be ing  
t h e r e  i s  b u t  l i t t l e  i n  e i t h e r  PAIhTIWG OR SCULPTURE, 

I n  t h e  name of C h r i s t i a n i t y  and progress  we dispossessed him and made a d u s t  
bowl. 

The old time Indian  i s  pass ing  away, There w i l l  be no more l i k e  them. Our 
i d e a  of h i s  appearance l a r g e l y  formed from c o i n s ,  r a d i a t o r  caps 'and c i g a r  boxes 
i s  a  s t e r eo typed  I n d i a n  of b r a i d ,  f e a t h e r s  and buckskins,  Th i s  i s  no t  a  t r u e  
picture.. We t h i n k  of him a s  a  savage i f  we t h i n k  of him a t  a l l .  

This  g a l l e r y  i s  i n  order  t h a t  we may come t o  a n  apprec i a t ion  of him. and r e a l i z e  
t h e  g r e a t  need t o  nur ture  and value h i s  c u l t u r e ,  

Because i t  i s  a n  American cu l tu re .  

Because i t  i s  t h e  beginning  of a  t r u e  American cu l tu re .  

Because be ing  p r imi t ive  it i s  b a s i c  and sound. 
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Because it i s  p a r t  of the  foundat ion of what can become a g r e a t  American c u l t u r e  
which we a r e  despe ra t e ly  i n  need of developing, To da t e  we have been i n c l i n e d  
t o  produce a t i n  can system of l i f e ,  Rai l roads  - t e l eg raph  po le s ,  t e lephones ,  
r a d i o s ,  movies, motor c a r s ,  skyscrapers  and jazz do not  i n  themselves make a  
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

The Ind ian  l i v e s  wi th  mother na ture  and c lose  t o  h i s  own na ture  and i s  i n  touch 
with the  deep sp r ings  of un ive r sa l  l i f e .  

Because - we have booms, dep res s ions ,  g r e a t  wars,  j i t t e r s ,  c h a t t e r s ,  breakdowns 
and r a p i d l y  growing i n s a n i t y ;  we need t o  s ee  him a s  a  symbol of what we have 
l o s t  con tac t  wi th  and need t o  r ega in  i n  o rde r  t h a t  we mag l e a r n  of u n i v e r s a l  
laws and live by them. 

Because we g r e a t l y  need t o  leave t h e  t h i n ,  b r i t t l e  s t ream of  consciousness i n  
which we l i v e  and r e t u r n  t o  s t a b i l i t y  and t h e  s t r o n g  l i f e  f low i n  the  depths  
of our own na tu re s ,  

This b u i l d i n g  i s  i n  cormemoration and perpe tua t ion  of t h e  b e s t  t h a t  i s  i n  a l l  
Americans. 


