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on the date of enactment by Congress, August 13, 1946. 

It w i l l  be necessary t o  extend the l i f e  of tha t  Commission i n  order 

t o  complete claims which a re  f i l e d  before it, B i l l s  t o  extend the l i f e  

of the Indian Claims Conrmission have been passed by the Congress (s, 1746 

i n  the Senate, providing f o r  an extension t o  1959; H, R. 5566 i n  the House, 

providing f o r  an extension t o  1962). It w i l l  be necessary fo r  one of the  

Congressional bodies t o  a c t  upon the othervs b i l l  before e i ther  b i l l  can 

go t o  conference and become a law,  but the Department of Justice is now 

trying t o  eliminate, by an amendment t o  t h a t  b i l l ,  any r ight  of recovery 

based on aboriginal t i t l e .  The proposed amendment of the  Justice Department 

is now being considered by the Senate In ter ior  and Insular  Affairs Subcom- 

mittee and by the House Subcommittee of In ter ior  and Insular  Affairs. 

Should the Just ice Department be successful i n  get t ing t h i s  amendment 

adopted, it would destroy Indian claims which are  based on aboriginal t i t l e ,  

The Department of Justice asser ted before the Indian C l a i m s  Commission, 

the Court of Claims, and the United States  Cupreme Court t ha t  or iginal  

Indian t i t l e ,  occupation, and possession was not suf f ic ien t  t o  const i tute  

grounds fo r  recovery. These courts have now unanimously held against the  

Department of Justicevs contention, The Department of Justice has had i t s  

day i n  court running from the t r i a l  of these cases before the Indian Claims 

Commission t o  a f i n a l i t y  in the Supreme Court of the United States. Indian 

claimants have been put t o  the expense, time, and trouble to establ ish t h e i r  

r ight  t o  recovery on aboriginal t i t l e  and now tha t  the Supreme Court has 

f i n a l l y  se t t l ed  the  issue i n  t h e i r  favor, it i s  not f a i r  and equitable f o r  

the lawyers on the losing s ide t o  ask Congress to  penalize these t r ibes  by 

removing the theory of recovery from the act ,  


