m:cerpts‘ from Report of Special Comnit{.ee
On Contracts of lawyers with Indian Tribes,
Adnﬁnistrative 1aw Sect.:.on, American Bar Assoclat:.on

The Special Committee on COntracts of Lawyers with Indian Tribes has studied
- the proposed regulations of the Secretary of the Interior on this. matter ¢ o s
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‘ « The Committee is of the view that insofar as orgamized tribes are con-
cerned, the Secretary of the Interior has ne authority to require that contracts:
he’tmesn snch tribes and their attorneys be approved by him. o s
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» Likewise, in the Connittee's opinion no authority exists for issmng
ons imposing detailed control by the Secretary over any phase of the ‘
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S e es 'I'ha comi.ttee ’oe‘.u.eves that it is in the best interests of the Indians,
‘and consistent with the long standing congressional policy of their gradual emanci-
pation, for the Secretary of the Interior to permit the unorpanized tribes to
negotiate freely with counsel and to approve the contracts arrived at through such
negotiation if they comply with statutory requirements, the attorney is competent .
- and remtahle and the fees fixed are falr and reasonable. _—
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, Wieien Ll [ 314 appears. to the Committee that. aeta,on of this nature not only is withe
‘ out statut.ory authority, but also constitutes a complete reversal of American policy

tgxe I;,ndiam* It is a reversion to the doctrine that the "Indian has no
X - eX : rough rules and regulations and through
Indlana nat the mercy &f the wisdom
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