
Excerpts fronr Beport of Special C o m i t t e e  
On Contracts of ]trmaters .rrith Indian Tribes, 

Administratiwe Ias Section, American Bar Associaurn 

The Spacial Committee on Contracts of La;Prgem with fndiar~ Tribes has studied 
_ the proposed regu2a'tions of the Searetary of the Interior on this-matter . , , * * * * * *  

, , . The Cornittee is of the view tha t  fnsofar as orgardzred t f lbes  are can- 
cerrsed, the %cmtary 09 the Interior has no atrthodty t o  reqam t h a t  contracts 
be- sulch tribes and t he i r  attorneys be approved Qy him. a * * * + + *  

LikBn5,m, %n the Committee's opSnion no authoIrity exists f o r  i 

+ + * * * *  
I 5, z.~.-,~~.:, , . ibk8 appears, to the Conmfttee that aetSon of this nature not onlg is 

out statutory aithoriw, but also constitutes a complete reversal of American policy 
tb XpdW. It is a xwver8ion to the doctrine tha t  the  *Indian has no 

a h t g  qxmpt those extended as privileges thnuup31 rules and ~ee;\ilationa and through 
. mre Mfursncq..* Zt again places ths organimd Miam "at the mercy of the uisdo.  ; 

<ur & $t of the ComLssioner of Indian AfPairsoa It frustrates the intention 
of the Cqngre,tj$ that the broad dirrcretiomxy authofity of the  Comdssionar of Indian 
Bf"%ehyi g w d  be curbed. It nulUS5es the action of the Corrgrsss i n  c m t h g ,  

- -IJ@L Xlpdfan bwganisat ion Act of 19%, e franlaorork for Indtan self-help, 
fbr-z, the B a s n i t t e e  has been unable t o  find evidence of any necesssty t o  

, ~t.rOrrr.~tPlg b* so 8s to subject the Indian t r iMs to the mSrrtate and detailed 
ggte pmmW $n NO instances have +en 

k. - .%mq#t ~+&nffi&n aP W s  thht the Indian tribes are  - 
UIM~&E tca .=&z&e BheBr opm in  accordance with the existing 
regs?I&¶mm e c h  were fasued in l.938. 
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,i . *If I$$ a wmnd po'fiay t o  grant additional o c o m i c  freedom t d  fib 
o r g t a ~ ~ d w i b e s ,  it roould Appear equa33y sound bo extend such freedan t o  the un- 
organbe@ -, exmi@ a8 'it m y  be necesaar~r t o  supervise such tribes moke closely 
bqapspi & 4s&&r umrgan2sml status. . 

In our view secretary ad' t b  XrWrlrDIP R ~ 6 f  eqwe~18ed the appropriate policy i n  
19@ 'Whan he-- ~ a ~ m 8 ~ ~ t t e o i n t h e c a . q x q y o f t h e n  f l  
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