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( m d  1{~11ar3ly,  MOO^^^ ~ i ~ b t ,  PBLW~~P~LCIE) md a ~ t i c l e  in am3 
published l a s t  pw ,  p u  will find qwiotationrr fro1 iisaerfoan of f i ce r s  
shawbg t h a t  the mark &kip of' tho Indiann was fw s.lxpslxl.ior to that 
of the troap~, As one officer put it, " N a ~ t  soldiers  couldnrt  
the! 3idc o f  a barn*" 

Havinc made an ex teas im study of 1ncU.m wwfm on the P11[5k18~ 
I can only laugh a t  the p i c t w m  of Indians a t  w a r  on tb screea. 
Thus they 9how the chief s i t t i n g  on a hiU.bp arderfng his Indiana 
in%o the fight, fanning them i n t o  a long line and sending the= fo~uard 
in tha t  way. Of csourw, there was no a r f l i t u y  dimipline to order 
an;pbody around, and w b n  IncU-ms charged they ahrged, as Osnerhil 
FUls put it #in herds lib fox and buffla3,20.w That is, o tr;MXy;r of! 
warriors or r e l a t i ves  Who knew a d  trust@& each other would rrjds 3.a 
together, and evcrg warrior attackod o r  sat ft out, c~ccording to his 
i n d i v i d u a l  pmfemnczg. The Indians werc adept at sco~rtb$, t w i l i n g ,  
c r e p i n c  up, and >hooting (thy had to bi,y tbsb ~ l t f o n ,  and it 
was expensive), I"ho3e wko ~ e m d  as soouts f o r  the troopls e&ad.bited 
33.miZa.r v i r tues*  They took good cwe  ol" t h o i r  horses, never demrt*gdb 
and few o r  them w u l d  ever touch liquor, Glvrsn a good horse, 8x1 Indim 
would show extzaordinsury bramy, W e r a  iksrn%ms ocaounled for tha, 
dafeat of  Custer i n  these uromls, "Too Indicasla; good shots, goad 
ribrs, and the h s t  f i gh te r s  the 8m ever shone on," 

Thc? conmrsation af Ind ians  on the saro~n 53 also not very charm- 
tz r i3%fc  of this  loquac:',oua and h m r u s  pqCb. However, I dr, thinbf 
%ha% the Indian i s  prosanted more sympathetically i n  rreoent flht! 
than he was twenty yews ago, and f t r u n t  that my o m  books on ths 
Indjlan (RTTTXNG BULL, CjAIjPATIi, and l$ARPATR WJn COUNGIL FIILF,; and tho .w 
which inclded sections on Indian 1fl0, such as KIT GARFGN, JIM dilRXmR, 
JOT", ~flTr%, elm.) h a l p d  t;o bring t h i s  about, The i%&w now show 
p&thet%c in*-% btnteran IndSms md white heroes. 

!Iotar;wr, it i s  se2dom that- tkoy b v e  a gm- 1~~ in the atlr, 
role ,  and the hn;roj.nes partZculw2y netrsr bhaw or  look like Irtdirjlaes 
of the tH.bm concenned* I sup;asst I r;un a fair jprdtrcs of what, b u ~ ,  In&kn 
g i r l  l w k s  l W ,  since f o r  Lbme pars pas t  I hsrve act& as one of 
the judges S-n tho E4$w ( I n d h )  h r i c a  contest, staged w d l y  at 
S b r i & n ,  \dpnteng, dur21.1g t h e  A l l  American Indian D~yrrs  pray;ran. 

Raving been adopLed by Chisf Joseph kJMW Bull, nephew of S i t t i ng  
Dull, whom the Sioux believe to have killad Generral Cwter (me rqy 
piece i n  Z;he February Z ; s m  of MY IZICA?! H1 RITAGE), I was well acquaintad 
with the older Indians of tlza Siowc, Chegsnne, A r q a h ~ ,  W som other 
.tr%bea, both in this country and i n  Canada, I have found t b m  WEJ 
o f  t h e i r  word,  accwab, rand wet11 msarkabla marodeas and a keen searme 
o f  humor, and a ,@wit d e a l  of coqeniaZ5ty a;nd b s p i h l i t q ,  


